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RETROSPECTIVE. 

It is now two years since wo took tlie 
opportunit}^ at tho commencement of the 
third volume, to address ' To our Readers ' 
a few remarks on the then state of plii la- 
tely. In the interval which has elapsed 
many inteiesting events have occurred, 
which we pui-pose touching upon in the 
course of our brief retrospect. 

Perhaps the most interesting fixct to 
ourselves is, that The Stamp-Collector' a 
Magazine has grown two years older; 
and as periodicals arrive at maturity earlier 
than man, we may fairly assume that it 
has attained to years of discretion. To 
all literary bantlings the first year or two 
of existence is fraught with danger ; but 
if they survive the contempt or rough- 
handling with which they may be greeted 
on their appearance by the elder members 
of the family, they soon become consoli- 
dated, and fall into a habit of living from 
week to week, or from month to month, 
which is continued, it may be, through a 
long series of years. Such a habit The 
Stamp-Collector's Magazine has, we believe, 
in some measure, acquired, through, the 
kind support afforded by our readers, and 
we trust to a continuance of that support 
to confirm it. 

The spread of collecting during the last 
two years is so patent a fact that we 
need not enlarge upon it; but, noting 
the increase in the number of adult col- 
lectors, the question naturally arises — by 
what peculiar fitness to the requirements 
of the age has this pursuit so largely 
recommended itself? Fashion, perhaps, 
has had something to do with its extension, 
though far more formerly than now. But 
the chief elements in tho success of phila- 



tely have doubtless been the facility with 
which it can bo studied without a tax 
on the physical energies, and tho opening 
it gives for tho exercise of patient com- 
parison and classification. 

In the present day, when everybody 
h'ves so fast, recreation is sought, at any 
rate during the working months of the 
year, by those engaged in business, less 
in bodily exercises than in quiet sedentary 
pleasures. Natural history, with all its 
charms, has few votaries; for those in- 
vestigations into the habits and structures 
of animals, without which book- knowledge 
is useless, can only be carried on at a 
considerable loss of time, and frequently 
at a distance from home. To botany the 
same objection applies. But postage stamps 
can be studied and compared in any leisure 
moment; and the systematic commerce 
which has sprung up renders the acquisition 
of the greater number of stamps a mere 
question of money. At the same time, 
in spite of all the guides, catalogues, and 
albums, which have been published, there 
still remain many little intricacies of detail 
connected with stamps which can only 
be fully comprehended upon actual ex- 
amination, and thus the interest of the 
collector is sustained by continued dis- 
coveries. 

The publication of new editions of the 
principal albums evidences the continued 
taste for ready-prepared books. To many 
philatelists it may perhaps be a sufficient 
labour to fill the allotted spaces in such 
books; but it is certainly to be regretted 
that these works should so frequently place 
a limitation on the number or class of 
stamps collected. Watermarks remain 
unstudied, and shades are disregarded, 
because collectors will not disturb the 
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symmetry of design of the various sheets 
of their albums. The popularity of the 
French editions of Moens' and Lallier*s 
albums proves that on the continent there 
are at least as many as in this country, 
who collect, as it were, by rule and measure, 
and never seek to obtain a stamp for 
which a place is not already marked out; 
the complaint, therefore, that English phila- 
telists collect in a peculiarly slavish style 
is unwarranted, our neighbours and our- 
selves being in fact equally open to im- 
provement. The pages of this magazine 
bear witness that the science of philately 
has been as carefully studied in this as 
in other countries ; yet it is much to be 
desired that more originality should charac- 
terise the great mass of collections. 

In the exercise of our duty as reviewers, 
we have brought to our readers' notice 
nearly a score of new stamp publications. 
Foremost among these is that excellent 
journal, Le Timbrophile, which has done 
more, probably, than any other foreign paper 
to systematise collecting. No less than 
three magazines have been started by New 
Brunswick dealers, but of these only one 
— The Monthly Gazette — survives ; and that 
appears to be in a flourishing state. One 
has appeared in the United States, hardly 
worthy of the place of its birth ; and one 
in Hamburg, which is now defunct. Eng- 
lish dealers have contributed more largely 
than any others to the number of ephemeral 
papers. We have noticed eight in the 
interval above referred to, and of these 
we are not sure that any survive. One 
or two efforts were worthy of a better 
fate than extinction ; but the majority were 
weak, badly-conducted publications, and, 
with all charity, we cannot say we greatly 
lament their decease. They were, as a 
whole, unsubstantial, and of little use. 
We have always held that there is room 
for more than one literary representative 
of stamp-collecting interests, and are now 
happy to hail, without fear, the appearance 
of one, denominated Ths Philateliat, which 
gives promise of the requisite stability and 
excellence. 

The number of catalogues extant has 
been increased by two French, one Swiss, 



and one English. Our old frieild, Mount 
Brown, has retired from the field; but 
Dr. Gray has filled with credit the place 
he occupied, and the general appreciation 
of his work is shown by its having reached 
a fourth edition. Careful works on forged 
stamps have also emanated from the pens 
of Messrs. Stourton and Dalston, which 
have each found admirers. The expected 
French edition of Berger-Levrault*g cata- 
logue has not yet appeared ; but we trust 
its publication will not be long delayed. 
That it will prove of great assistance we 
do not doubt. 

Among albums the English edition of 
Lallier's — that old-established favourite — 
has reached the fourth edition. Moens' 
Has not been re-published, and, we believe, 
is now out of print; but we have hopes 
that a revised edition will shortly be pro- 
duced. Oppen's has passed through four 
editions in the two years, the current 
one being the ninth; and a new album, 
the work of Mr. Stafford Smith, has ap- 
peared, which bids fair to rival the rest 
in its claims for support. 

Trade is a subject which does not 
ordinarily receive our attention, but in 
a general retrospect we think it will not 
be too great a digression to remark 
that, judging by the advertisements and 
general activity of dealers, we should say 
there is no diminution in the commerce 
in stamps. At any rate, we can safely 
say that the panic in the money market 
has not led to the break- down of any 
well-known or little-known stamp merchant. 

Public opinion has changed on many 
points during the period we have under 
review. Essays, at one time considered 
excellent things in their way and worthy 
to be collected, have now fallen, and justly 
so, into thorough disrepute. The change 
in the character of a stamp made by its 
being perforated is now generally recog- 
nised ; the importance of a due knowledge 
of watermarks admitted ; and some pro- 
gress has been made in the study of the 
paper on which stamps are printed. In 
this country attention has lately been paid 
to newspaper stamps; but unless it can 
be proved that all which have been men- 
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tinned prepaid postage as well as duty, 
they can be of no value to the philatelist 
pare and simple. A new class of labels, 
the emissions of railway and circular com- 
panics, have sprung into existence, and 
are patronised by many collectors; and 
our continental friends show a slight 
hankering after telegraph stamps. In 
this connexion it is not unimportant to 
mark that there is a likelihood of our 
government buying up the telegraph com- 
panies, and putting the lines under the 
control of the post-office authorities. 

The number of forgeries has probably 
increased largely within the last two years ; 
but we doubt whether they are now such 
stumbling-blocks as they once were, at 
least not in England. On the continent 
we have seen forgeries not only of unused 
but of used stamps by hundreds — common 
as well as uncommon varieties — and there, 
we should imagine, a good work on counter- 
feits would be welcome. We, at present, 
need only particularize the Montevideo and 
Natal fabrications, as at once novel and 
dangerous. Of course, if collectors will 
buy packets containing stamps worth 
twenty or thirty fold the price charged, 
they must not be surprised if all are 
not genuine. 

During the past year, we have introduced 
to our readers 166 stamps, of which all 
but 16 were new emissions. This large 
number is composed of representatives 
from every division of the globe, and of 
every degree of beauty. The most con- 
spicuous are probably the sets for New- 
foundland, Brazil, and Egypt; of which 
latter more anon. Spain has, of course, 
contributed a series, and has presented 
the unusual spectacle of a country re- 
issuing an old design in consequence of 
the forgery of the new. Hamburg, the 
United States, and Montevideo, have each 
added to the number of envelopes; and 
those of the first and last named deserve 
special mention for their excellence. 

We have had to describe several re- 
suscitations; notably, the large figure Ar- 
gentine and Sandwich Islands ; and several 
states have brought forth their first con- 
tribatiojis to our albums. Of these, Egypt 



and Servia are the most prominent. The 
reform in the postal arrangements of the 
former, coupled with other and more 
important innovations on the part of thei 
viceroy, indicates a revival of energy, 
perhaps even of prosperity, in that land 
of hieroglyphics, which sometimes seems 
to us such an incongruous relic of anti- 
quity as to be only lit to be placed, duly 
ticketed and glass-cased, in some gigantic 
museum. The emission of Servian stamps, 
again, we may justly consider to be in 
part the result of the scheme which the 
prince of that state meditates for rendering 
himself, as far as possible, independent 
of the Porte. To what bene fie 'al intrigue 
we owe the Cashmeerian issue we neither 
know nor care, being satisfied with the 
fact that such a state has so far advanced 
as to find it necessary to give greater 
facilities to regular communication. We 
are equally pleased to know that the black 
West Indian republic of St. Domingo 
has taken the like step, but hope for 
better things eventually from it. Did we 
think our lucubrations would reach its 
rulers, we should be tempted to enlarge on 
the excellence of the American engraving 
company, whose name has been so frequently 
before our readers during the past year. 

Amongst the most interesting series 
emitted, was the first for Shanghai, whose 
appearance told as plainly as a tea-chest 
whence they came. The large vignette 
for New Granada was quite as interesting, 
and we regret that its precise use should 
be still a mystery. 

Our own colonies are well represented 
amongst the new emissions. Newfoundland, 
of course, comes first in order of beauty ; 
and then, though at some distance, the 
pleasing set for that far-off little patch, . 
British Honduras. India has produced a 
new design, and has employed a transformed^ 
bill stamp to do postal duty, the rough 
hand-printed word, postage, sufficing to 
effect the transformation. Such impres- 
sions are always unsightly; and in this 
poor remnant of a stamp the addition 
has been made in such a slovenly manner 
as to be specially ugly. Besides India, 
New Zealand, Bermuda, St. Vincent, South 
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Australia, Victoria, Bahamas, and Barbados, 
liave all sent stamps, more or less meri- 
torious, to swell the list, but we need 
not now detail them. 

On the continent, no great changes have 
been made. The reduction in the Austrian 
postage, which we announced as about to take 
place, in our February number, has not yet 
been made, and the 20c. provisional Italian 
still lingers on. The war has probably had 
much to do with the general sparseness of 
novelties, and has, on the other hand, reduced 
the number of current stamps. It has how- 
ever caused the emission of a few field-post 
envelopes, which will be plain but interesting 
mementoes, in years to come, of the struggle 
of 1866. And now it is time we should 
take leave of our readers, which we do with 
the seasonable wish that they may all enjoy 

A HAPPT NEW TEAR. 

LIST OF STAMPS FIRST NOTICED 
IN THE STAMP^GOLLEGTOE'8 
MAGAZINE, 1866. 

In the subjoined list only stamps issued 
by the postal . authorities of the countries 
named, or by virtue of a contract entered 
into with them, are described. 

^rgeiitmt tofeieration. 

1858. — ^Arms (rising sun and interlaced 
hands beneath cap of liberty) in 
small Greek border, inscription, 
CONFE®**. ARGENTINA, and value, 
numerals of value large. Col. 
imp. ; rect. 

10 centavos green. 

15 „ blue. 

§a|anras* 

Same device as issue of 1862. 

Sixpence deep- violet. 

iatbaks* 

■^ Same device as issue of 1862. 

Sixpence brick-red. 

iabaria* 

RETURNED LETTER STAMPS. 

Arms in white oval, surrounded by in- 
scription, COMMISSION FUR RETOUR- 
BRiEFE MDNCHEN, in Ornamented 
frame, Blk. imp. ; rect. 



Similar design, but bambero substituted 
for ' Munchen.' Blk. imp. ; rect. 

Profile of Queen, crowned, to left, in 
circle, with value in curved label 
beneath, and Bermuda in upper 
margin. Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 
Twopence light-blue. 

irajil 

Portrait of Emperor Don Pedro II. in 
oval or circle, brazil above, 
numerals in lower angles; and 
value below. Col. imp.; rect. 
perf. 

10 reis red. 
50 „ deep-blue. 
80 „ lilac. 
100 „ green. 
500 „ orange. 
Profile of Emperor (?), to left, on engine- 
turned ground, in sinuous frame, 
BRAZIL above, numerals on sides, 
and value below. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 
20 reis lilax;. 
Similar device. Blk. imp. ; rect. perf. 
200 reis black. 

OFFICIAL STAMP (?). 

185-. — ^Arms in circle, inscription, stadt post 
AMT. BREMEN. Blk. imp. ; scal- 
loped edges. 
Lavender. 

Iritis^ f onitttras* 

Profile of Queen, crowned, to left, in oval 
garter, inscribed British Honduras 
and value. Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 

One penny blue. 

Sixpence pink. 

One shilling green. 

Solid circular disk, with Arabic inscription. 
Circ. 
Black. 
Blue. 
Red. 
Arabic inscription on solid oval disk, and 
in broad surrounding border. Blk. 
imp. ; rect. 
Black. 
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Cuba. 

Same device as issue of 1864, with date 
added. Col. imp. ; rect. 
. 5 centesimos lilac. 
10 „ blue. 

20 „ green. 

40 „ rose. 

Arms in oval, cobreos Ecuador in scroll 
above, value below, border com- 
posed of scroll-work. Col. imp. ; 
rect. 

4 reales rose. 

Mathematical device, with Arabic inscrip- 
tion in black ink, value in Roman 
letters at each angle. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

5 paras slate-green. 
10 „ brown. 

20 „ azure. 

1 piastre rose-lilac. 

2 „ yellow. 
5 „ rose. 

10 „ dull-blue. 



I 



issue 



Same device as issue of 1862. Col. imp. 
on tinted paper ; rect. perf. 
5 pen. violet on mauve. 
20 „ deep-blue on light-blue. 
40 „ carmine on rose. 
Black imp. on tinted paper ; rect. perf. 
10 pen. black on buff. 

(germaiiB* 

NORTHERN STATES. 
ENVELOPE. 

Same device as issue of 1861. Blk. imp. ; 
oval. 

J silb. groschen black. 

SOUTHERN STATES. 
ENVELOPE. 

Same device as issue of 1861. Col. imp. ; 
oct. 

1 kreuzer light-green. 

6rfat iritain. 

Same device as issue of 1861, but with 
larger letters in each angle. Col. 
imp. ; rect. perf. 
Ninepence brown. 



famlrarg. 

Same device as issue of 1864. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

2^ schilling light-green. 
Embossed numeral and arms in octagonal 
frame, with value on sides, ham- 
burg above, postmabkb below. 
Col. imp. ; oct. perf. 
IJ schilling carmine. 
Same device enclosed in rectangle. Col. 
imp. ; rect. perf. 

1^ schillinge mauve. 

ENVELOPE STAMPS. 

Same device as 1^ schg. above described, 
with black envelope inscription 
in upper right hand corner. 
I schilling black. 



H 

2 
3 

4 
7 



5> 



»» 



19 



» 



91 
11 



lilac. 

carmine. 

orange. 

blue. 

green. 

deep-mauve. 



Inscription, herzogth holstbin, in oval 
reticulated band, enclosing central 
numeral of value. Col. imp. ; 
oval, perf. 

If schg. deep-mauve. 

Inbia* 

Profile of Queen, to left, in circle, value 
in curves above and below, postage 
hand-stamped in upper margin. 
Col. imp. ; rect. 
Six annas lilac. 

Profile of Queen, to left, in circle, east 
INDIA postage above, and value 
below in curved labels, comers 
truncated. Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 
Four annas green. 

faktli. 

Arms in oval disk, in octagon, luebeck 
above, and value below, comers 
filled in with lace pattern. Col. 
imp. ; rect. perf. 
1| schilling mauve. 

envelope. 
Arms in oval disk, in octagon, brown 
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envelope, inscription in left upper 
comer. Col. imp. ; oct. 
IJ scliilling mauve. 

Same device as issue of 1859-60. Col. 
imp. ; rect. perf. 

1 centime brown. 
10 „ lilac. 
25 „ blue. 

ItanritittS. 

Same device as issue of 1862. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

Sixpence bluish-green. 

Same device as issue of 1856. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

2 scliilling lilac. 

ENVELOPE. 

Same device as issue of 1856. Col. imp. ; 
large oval. 

2 schilling lilac. 

Cod-fish in transverse oval, inscribed New- 
foundland above, two on sides, and 
value below, with numeral in 
circle at each comer. Col. imp. ; 
obi. perf. 

2 cents green. 

Seal and Arctic landscape in transverse 
oblong, with Newfoundland and 
words and figures of value above, 
and Talne repeated in lower mar- 
gin. Col. imp. ; obi. perf. 
5 cents brown. 

Portrait of the Piince of Wales, Newfound- 
land above, value below. Blk. 
imp. ; rect. perf. 
10 cents black. 

Profile of Queen, to left, in oval garter, 
inscribed Newfoundland and value. 
Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 

12 cents red-brown. 
Sailing-vessel in transverse oblong, New- 
foundland above, value below, 
and numeral on sides. Col. imp. ; 
obi. perf. 

13 cents orange. 

Portrait of Queen in octagon, Newfound- 
land above, cents below, and large 



numeral of value in circles at 
lower comers. Col. imp. ; rect. 
perf. 

24 cents blue. 

^cto (granalia (or CoIomWa)- 

REGISTRATION STAMPS. 

Tricolour flag, yellow, blue, and red, the yellow 
strip inscribed certificacion sin 
CONTENiDO; the blue vale veintb 
I ciNCO centavos ; and the red salis 
...en...de...de.,.186... ; above the 

flag ESTADOS UNI DOS DE COLOMBIA; 

in the upper angles corrkos 
NACIONALES, and scrolls containing 
the value in figures ; the lower 
part of stamp filled with lined 
oblong label. Large lithographed 
vignette. Col. imp. ; rect. 

25 centavos bistre. 

Same device, but yellow strip inscribed 
certificacion con CONTENIDO, and 
the blue strip vale cincuenta 
centavos. 

50 centavos yellow, bistre. 
Same device as issue of January, 1865. 
Col. imp. ; rect. 
1 peso vermilion. 

Same device as issue of 1860. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

Fourpence yellow. 

iortoan. 

Same device as issue of 1864. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

3 skilling mauve. 

FIELD-POST envelope. 

Printed form of address occupying the 
entire front of envelope. Blk. 
imp. on white. 

Armorial shield containing two llamas, 
with PORTE FRANCO abovc, and 
CORREOS (5) PERU in arched label 
in upper margin, value in straight 



* Aa Borae doubt exists as to whether the 10 c, 25 c, 
and 1 sol stamps for this country, described in our last 
number, are really postage stamps, we have thought it 
b3at to omit them from our annual list, pending inquiries. 
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label below. Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 
5 centavos green. 

lortugal. 

Embossed profile of king, to left, in oval, 
value above and below, Portugal 
on the left, and correos on the 
right. Col. imp. ; rect. 
20 reis yellow-ochre. 
80 „ orange. 
120 „ blue. 
Same device. Blk. imp. ; rect. 
5 reis black. 

Numeral in transverse oval ground, com- 
posed of minute repetitions of 
the Prussian eagle, preussen above, 
value below. Col. imp. ; obi. 
10 silb. gr. rose. 

Numeral in transverse oblong ground, 
composed of tninute repetitions 
of the value in words, same in- 
scription. Col. imp. ; obi. 
30 silb. gr. blue. 

FIELD-POST ENVELOPE. 

Printed form of address occupying the 
entire front of envelope. Blk. 
imp. on white. 

(To he concluded in our next.^ 



THE PORTRAIT ON THE CHILIAN 

STAMPS. 

BY FENTONIA. 

The Magazinfilr BrlefmarJcen- Sammler, ha vin g 
quoted with approbation our North American 
correspondent's letter on this subject, fur- 
nishes its readers with the foUowiug addi- 
tional information. 

'Ramon Freire acted a conspicuous part 
in the South American struggle for freedom. 
He was governor of Concepcion, but as he 
could obtain no money from the adminis- 
tration for the payment of his troops, he 
went over to the democratic party, and 
having conquered the ro3'al troops, took 
possession of Santiago, in January, 1823. 
Having formed a republican constitution, 
he was chosen Director the following April. 
As is often the case in new republics, Freire 



was so hard pressed by the jealousy of party 
leaders, that he was obliged to take refuge 
in Peru. With the assistance of this re- 
pubhc he several times invaded Chili, but 
never succeeded in resuming the Director- 
ship. He died in exile, and it is only latterly 
that the Chilians have begun to revere his 
memory.' 

We have read the whole discussion, 
as it has appeared in the several volumes 
of The Stamp-Collector's Magazine, respecting 
the Chilian stamps. That the portrait is 
that of Columbus cannot for a moment be 
sustained. The same was once said of the 
tenpence Canada stamp, though there is not 
the slightest resemblance between the two 
portraits, except perhaps partially in the 
shape of the hat. Columbus never penetrated 
far into South America, though it is possible 
he may have seen parts of Venezuela 
and Guiana. The first land which he de- 
scried on his voyage of discovery (which, 
as every schoolboy knows, was in search 
of a western passage to India) was one of 
the Bahamas — San Salvador, or, as the 
English call it. Cat's Island, which, if we 
mistake not, is still uninhabited. As Co- 
lumbus for some time fancied that he had 
really reached India, he was, even when 
convinced of his mistake, unwilling to re- 
linquish the name ; hence the various islands 
which he subsequently discovered were 
collectively called the West Indies. It is 
quite true that Columbus' name in Spanish 
was Cristoval Colon ; but the colon on the 
Chili stamps has a colon after it, indicating 
that it is an abbreviation, no doubt of the 
word Colonia. Notwithstanding the sturdy 
asseverations of well-informed individuals, we 
must take leave to doubt whether there be 
a seaport of the name of Colonia on the 
coast of Chili. The well-known seaport of 
that name is on the Rio Plata, in the Re- 
public of Uruguay, not far from Monte- 
video ; and we are not too proud to confess 
that if there be any other, we are ignorant 
of it. Nor, on the other hand, is there any 
place called Colon, in Chili, the town so- 
named (otherwise Aspinwall), being situated 
on the western side of the isthmus of 
Panama. 

Having disposed of these two hypotheses, 
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we next come to woigli tho possibility of 
COLON: standing for the Spanish word colonia, 
or colony. Aid why not ? The modern 
Cbileaos (or Chili&ns, as we more naturally 
call them) may not be so ashamed of tbeir 
former dependence as some foltcs ima^ne, 
nor may they even now be quite indopeudent 
of the mother country, though nominally 
under a republican government. That the 
bust of Freire, one of tho promoters of 
democratic freedom, should bo associated 
with the word colony does seem an anomaly, 
bnt perhaps so only from our not being 
snfBciently aoqnainted with locnl ]iopular 
feeling. General San Martin, who in 1817 
gained the decisive victory which commenced, 
if not established, the freedom of Chili, 
certainly to our European notions, has as 
great a right to postal celebrity as the pop- 
ular agitator Freird. In the absence of 
proof positive in favour of Freire we would 
suggest the probability of the bust being 
that of Diego d'Almagro, the actual dis- 
coverer of Chili in 1536, who got himself 
appointed the first viceroy, and laid the 
foundation of its future civilization and 
commerce. The word colony would not 
8cem inconsistent when associated with this 
name ; but we will forbear further argument, 
hoping that some resident Chileno will soon 
kindly give us such o9icial information as 
may satisfactorily place tbe point beyond 
dispute. 



we must add thnt, aftiT a close inapectiou of boCb 
and white tBiper etanips, we retiiitin unconvinci'd of the 
— "-' * - -kof puQctuatioB thercoflor.— Ku.] 



and white jKiper e 



NEWLY-ISSUED OR INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

1867.— Rightly do we turn to the cast, and, 
with the new year, first cast our regardful 
eyes to the quarter of the rising sun, the 
quarter of our first parentage, the most 
ancient inhabited portion of our globe ; and 
while nothing is new under the sun, yet onr 
glance eastwards is not fruitless, and we 
discover an csisting type, called into fresh 
service, and doing duty under a new denomi- 
nation of value fur 

SuAKUHAi. — A new series has been emitted 
ir this settlement, of the present well- 



known dragon type, 
printed in colours, on 
plain, un watermarked, 
white woven paper, per- 
forated and adhesive. 

The only variations 
from the former series 
of this type are in tho 
value, which is in catida- 
reens instead of conta, and in the size, which 
is rather smaller. The representation of the 
dragon may, possibly, bo more correct than 
in the previous series ; at any rate, it is a 
shade more hideous, and each stamp, as in 
that series, bears this central figure enclosed 
iu a difi'erently- patterned frame. The new 
omissions are printed in London, and pro- 
duced by the makers of the former issue. 
They are four in number, as under. 

brown (aricb light-amber), 
orange (very decided in tone). 
6 ,, neuti-al.grey (bluish). 

12 „ brown.grey. 

The colours of the 
first two are bright and 
positive, of the others, 
rather negative. By 
candle light they are not 
easily distinguishable, 
and, we donbt not, must 
undergo some change 
after a little practical 
experience of actual use. We probably owe 
this new emission, in part, to the dislike of 
the manager of the local post to the series of 
1866, referred to in our number for July 
last, p. 104. As the design remains sub- 
stantially the same as before, we presume it 
was the ornamental details which were 
deemed un satis factoiy in that issue, but with 
respect to them, wo do not think the new- 
comers have much tho advantage. 

VlCTOIilA.^We annei a representation of 
^^ V threepence, fully 

' r 1 1 IJ9fiNI^<t^.t 1^ described in onr December 
number, and we strongly 
advise our coUectinff 
friends to secure speci- 
mens at once, because it is 
clear the watermark now 
esistlng of tho figure H in 
the paper, ia but tempo- 
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rary, and will soon bo modified, and the 
present issue become rare. 

Belgidm. — We also give an eDg7«,viiig of 
the new 2 centimes stamp, wliich will appear 
ContemporaneoQsly with the pnlilieatiou of 

r present number. Oi 
vill readily 



e iti 



3 the E 



sign 



as that of the current 1 
centime, with the valut 
ouly changed, and the 
background formed oi 
Lorizontal, instead of diag- 
onally-crossed lines. 

The sole specimen we have seen is a proof 
strnck in azure-blue, on thick paper {fiajner 
r^iionne), similar to that used for the other 
Uelgian essays, and we understand that tbo 
stamjT^wiJl also be issued in blue. 

Montevideo. — A new stamp of extremely 
small value has been issued 

I by this republic, which ap- 
pears intent on having a 
completely-revised ^sene of 
postage stamps. It is one 
contesimo, and is printed 
in black on Ihinuish white 
u I] watermarked paper, is 
adhesive and nnperforated. 
The device is so fully evidenced by the 
annexed engraving, that we need not enter 
into any other description ; the general simil- 
arity to the new issue of stamps and envelopes 
will bo apparent at a 
glance; and we do not 
think we shall bo far 
wrong in attributing this 
stamp to Messrs. De la Rue, 
who produced the dies of 
the others. 

The anneaed cuts re- 
present two official frank 
stamps of the postal administration of 
Uruguay. They are both 
printed in relief on the 

(flaps of envelopes — the 
first in bine, and the 
second in red. We un- 
derstand that these 
stamps free tbe letters of 
postal ofiicials. 

ViKOiN Islands. — Another sot of West 




Indian Islands has commenced its (postal) 

existence. The Virgin Isles, a group of 
small rocky islands north of tho Caribbees, 
have issued, or, to speak 
more accurately, are about | 
to issue postage stamps, and 
we are enabled, through the 
kind offices of a friend, to | 
give onr readers engravings 
of the designs which have 
been submitted and approved 
for this iesne. As at present the stamps them- 
selves have not been put forth, we can only 
speak from proof impressions of the plates. 

I The designs, as our en- 

I gravings show, are two in 
I number, but almost Jdenti- 
I cal, the central figure being, 
I in the penny, snrronnded by 
I an oval, and in the sixpenny 
S by a sqnare border. Tho 
general design may thus be 
described ; a draped female fignre, bearing a 
lamp, suspended by three chains, in her 
right hand, is Burrounded by a number of 
small similar lamps, suspended in the atmo- 
sphere around her. The name, VIKGIJI 
ISLAND?, is printed on each stamp, and also 
the value iu words at length. 

The specimens we have seen are on plain 
white paper, of course nnperforated, and 
coloured as follows. 

One penny green. 

Sixpence deep-rose. 

We are glad that the armorial design of 
the islands has been adopted foi- these stamps, 
instead of the Qaeen's head. The execution 
of the device is very poor, but in itself it is 
interesting and distinctive. 

Some differences appear between the device 
on the shield of the islands and on the stamps. 
On tho former the virgin is represented turn- 
ing to the left with head upraised, the lamp in 
her left liand, and the Jleur-de-lijs, symbolical 
of her purity, in the right; the side lamps 
are also otherwise disposed, six, or with the 
one held by the fignre, seven, being on the 
left, and five on the right; whilst on the 
stamp thoy are equally placed on each side. 
The device was probably suggested by tho 
parable of the wise and foolish vii^ins, but 
in that case it is not easy to nudorstaud why 
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the lamps Bhould be ttvelve in number. The 
virginB mentioned in the scriptures are ten; 
tbere are nearly farli/ islands, and those 
which have received names amonnt to seven- 
teen. The aureola around the head of the 
virgin, and her watchful attitude (on the 
Bhield), show that sbe was intended to rep- 
resent one of the wise virgins. On the stamp, 
some of the significance of the fignre is lost 
hy its being drawn as if walking, with head 
not raised, and from being withont a resting 
place for its feet, 

Sehvia.-!— We have received from onr cor- 
respondent abroad complete sets of the issue 
referred to in last month's magazine, bearing 
the effigy of Prince Michael Obrenowitch III. 
Those collectors who have not already ee- 
cnred copies of the 1 and 2 paraa will do 
well to procure them at once, as these values 
are obsolete and supplanted by a fresh issue 
of flJi entirely new design. The new stamps 
are upright rectangular in form, bearing an 
inscribed circle with a dotted edge and plain 
ground, on which appears in the centre a 
shield of arms (device, a plain cross) sur- 
rounded by royal robes, and surmounted by 
a crown. They carry their values, 1 and 2 
paras, below ; while above is the name of 
the country. 

They are printed in colour on tinted nn- 
watermarked paper, are unperforated, and 
adhesive. 

1 para, green on pale-rose. 

2 paras, red-brown on maave. 

Various shades of each 
value are known to ns; but 
they only differ in intensity 
of colour of the paper used 
for the printing. 

Onr readers will find an 
engraving of the 2 paraB in 
the margin. 
Of the original set there are seven varieties. 
The 1 and 2 paras are printed on thin paper, 
the 10 and 40 paras on a much thinner kind, 
indeed on paper no better than that of the 
old Turkisb, and through which the design 
shows clearly ; and these last-named values 
are also impressed, together with the 20 paras 
rose, on paper of ordinary stoutness. The 
thin-paper variety of the 10 paras is of a much 
redder orange, and that of the 40 paras is a 




clear ultramarine ; whilst its thick-paper 
companion is cobalt. The impressions on 
thicker paper have also much smaller perfo- 
rations than the others. 

PanasL*. — Among the spoils of the recent 
war have lately come to light several nnde- 
scrilxjd stamps used for the army field-post; 
and, from the specimens before ua, it appears 
as if each battalion in the field had a separate 
field-post, with its own circular stamp to 
mark letters arriving for any one belonging 
to the battalion. 

We have two envelopes, both directed to 
an officer in one particular division ; both 
appear to have been posted at Brandenburg; 
they bore no postage stamp ; but each is 
imprinted with a circular hand-stamp in black 
ink ; a representation 
of which will be seen 
in the mai^in. We 
also have a copy of a 
aim ilar stani p,like wise 
cut off a letter ; but I 
imprinted in blue ink, 
an d i n scribed E. P keuss. 

4 RHEIN. LANDW. REGT, 
N". 30, 3^. BATAILLOS, 
2"* TRIER. 

The envelopes have, on the back, the ordi- 
nary postmarks of Augsburg, in Bavaria, 
where, we conjecture, they arrived in or- 
dinary course of post, and, that being the 
nearest post-town to the head-quarters of the 
battalion, were there handed over to the field- 
post service for delivery. 

A foreign contemporary states that the 10 
and 30 agr. of Prussia, noticed by us in May 
and June last, have only jnst been issued ; and 
are now impressed on goldbeaters' skin ! 

BAVAErA, — We learn from the same eonrce 
that all the towns in Bavaria possess a re- 
turned-letter stamp of their own of the same 
design as those already known for Munich 
and Bamberg. 

Italy. — A new stamp, value 20 centesimi, 
has been prepared ; and commences its cur- 
rency with the present year. We purpose 
giving an engraving of it next month. 

Ldxembocbg- — We understand that the 
colour of the 37^ c, has been changed from 
green to bistre; the shades of those values 
which are equivalent to the Prussian ] , 2, and 
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3 sgr. — namely, the 12J, 25, and 37^ c, are 
now in accord with those stamps; and unless 
the difference in design between the 1 c. and 
the Prussianised 37| c. be considered suffi- 
cient to distinguish them, we may expect an 
alteration in the colour of the former. 

Mexico. — The past month has brought to 
Europe complete sets of unused copies of the 
newly- issued Mexicans, portrait of the em- 
peror Maximilian to the left, in an oval. The 
entire set comprises four stamps as follows. 
7 centavos light lilac-grey. 

13 „ blue. 

25 „ yellow-orange. 

50 „ green. 

These are engraved, and not lithographed, 
as was the former and temporary issue of 
the same design, and of which we last month 
noticed several shades of colour in each 
value. The present, and no doubt intended 
to be permanent series, differs materially not 
only in style and finish of engraving and 
mode of execution, but in integral parts of 
the design from the former lithographs. 
The background on which the bust is placed 
is formed of fine lines, horizontal and ver- 
tical, crossing at right angles, and the 
lettering is larger and wider, while the dots 
between the letters are square, in lieu of 
being round. These stamps are very fair 
specimens of engraving, and all are im- 
pressed with the ink numbers, figures, and 
names which we have noticed in their pre- 
cursors. It seems partly evident from this 
appearance, that the lithographed stamps were 
but adopted till the present issue could be 
produced, and therefore the former naay 
almost be considered as obsolete, while the 
currency of the latter depends on an un- 
solved problem, — the duration of the ascen- 
dancy of Maximilian's empire. 

Queensland. — By the last mail from this 
colony we have received unused specimens of 
the new fourpenny stamp, of the issue of 
which a correspondent, whose letter we 
publish elsewhere, has advised us. The design 
is identical with that of the other stamps of 
Queensland. The colour is a delicate mauve ; 
and the impression on white unwatermarked 
paper. 

Ceylon. — Just at the moment of going to 
press, we have seen a stamp recently issued 



for this island, of quite another design to 
those so long used and so well known to all 
collectors ; the value also, threepence, is one 
not hitherto adopted. 

The stamp may be briefly thus described; 
in an upright rectangular frame is contained 
a circle, bearing the head of Queen Victoria, 
turned to the left, and diademed. Above, in 
a plain band, curving with the edge of the 
circle, is ceylon; below, in a similar band, 
THREEPENCE. Printed on white glazy paper, 
watermarked C.C. beneath a crown, perfo- 
rated and adhesive. 

Threepence pink. 

This stamp resembles the recent type of 
Vancouver's Island; we hope to present 
our readers with an engraving of it next 
month. 



THE NEVIS STAMPS AND THEIR 

DESIGN. 

BY J. B. BROWN, ESQ., POSTMASTER OF NEVIS. 

The device on the Nevis postage stamps 
is a fac-simile of the great seal of the 
colony, and represents, issuing out of the 
side of a hill, a stream of water, which, 
falling to the ground, forms a pool, wherein 
which a sick female is reclining, supported 
with one hand by a companion, who extends 
the other to the presiding genius, or nymph 
of the stream, for a bowl which the latter is 
filling from a pitcher of water drawn from 
the stream. 

There are, at about a quarter of a mile 
from the principal town (Charlestown), 
certain mineral springs, called the *bath 
springs.' Many years ago; the proprietor 
of the land where some of these springs 
are situated, opened two of tepid and one 
of hot water; over the latter and one 
of the former, rooms were erected and fitted 
up for the convenience of invalids ; while to 
the other tepid spring a pipe was aflBxed 
for drinking purposes. An hotel, of almost 
palatial dimensions and of very imposing 
appearance, called 'Bath House,' with several 
outbuildings, &c., was erected, and the 
surrounding grounds laid out in gardens. 

There are numerous other small springs 
in the vicinity, and scattered over the 
leeward parts of the island ; but just below 
the drinking spring of the bath house, a 
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spring (the most coDsiderable of that nature 
in the island) issued from the side of the hill, 
forms a large pool, and runs in a con- 
tinuous stream, called the 'bath stream/ 
deepening and widening as it flows, till 
it expands into a large pond on the sea- 
shore, about five hundred yards from its 
source. This spring is not enclosed, nor 
covered, and is used by those who cannot 
pay the fee of sixpence, cliarged at the Bath 
House, and also serves as a washing place. 
Although the spring is extremely hot, the 
stream varies in heat, and in some places is 
cold. 

The baths have been of high repute ; and 
the island was much resorted to by invalids 
when the hotel was properly kept. The 
extraordinary powers and unfailing efficacy 
of the Nevis baths have been long well 
known in the medical world, and have 
been celebrated in eveiy treatise descriptive 
of the colonies. Mr Osborne, in his Guide 
to the Madeiras, West Indies, &c., says : — 

Nevis is celebrated for its mineral springs. The 
principal hotel is the Bath House, which is situated 
on a rising ground, and commands a view of the town, 
the adjacent country, and the sea. It may be considered 
one of the most salubiious localities in the island. The 
house is distant from the landing-place about a quarter 
of a mile. Appertaining to this establishment are 
hot and tepid baths possessing most valuable medicinal 
properties. Sir Hans Sloane says he mastered a 
severe cough by bathing in, and drinking the waters, 
day 



during a few days' stay on the island. At one part 
of the stream which supplies the baths there are two 
springs — one bo intensely cold as to produce a chill 



of the stream which supplies the baths there are two 
springs — one so intensely cold as to produce a chill 
tnrough the whole frame, and the other too hot to 
he borne by the naked foot. *An invalid,* writes 
Mr. Coleridge, * with a good servant, may take up his 
quarters here with more comfort than any other nouse 
of public reception in the West Indies.' 

It will be seen from these extracts 
that the baths have always been the great 
histitution of the colony; hence the device 
on the great seal. 

I have been informed by the Honourable 
George Webbe, F.R.A.S., Treasurer, &c., 
an old inhabitant, and a gentleman who 
was for many years Chief Justice, and 
who three times administered the govern- 
ment, and by the Honourable John A. 
lies. Colonial Secretary, also an old public 
officer, that the great seal of the colony 
was made between thirty and forty years 
ago, after a design by Mr. Colquhoun, 
the agent for this island in England, who 



submitted the device for the approval of 
the Government, intimating that it was 
meant to represent the healing virtues 
of its celebrated baths. 

The stamps were first introduced into 
this colony, under the administration of 
Mr. Musgrave (the present Governor of 
Newfoundland), in 1861. The one shilling 
stamps are used to prepay postage to 
England, and with a sixpenny, fourpenny, 
or penny stamp, as the case may be, in 
transit through England; on heavy letters 
inter-colonially, and on book packets. Six- 
penny stamps are used to prepay the 
registration fee on letters, the postage 
on books over 8 oz., and under 12 oz., 
&c. Fourpenny stamps are used to prepay 
postage on letters inter-colonially, and to 
America. The penny stamps serve to 
prepay the postage on newspapers, prices- 
current, soldiers' and seamen's letters, and 
books under 4 oz. These are the principal 
uses to which the stamps are put; they 
are also used one with another to re- 
present values not represented by either. 

To the above remarks of Mr. Brown, we • 
will add a few of our own. 

All the stamps of this island are printed on 
plain woven unwatermarked paper, and per- 
forated ; but there are specimens of most 
values to be found on blue tinted paper; while 
the majority are on pure white. 

Moens, in his list, gives ' 4d. sur hleute,^ a 
stamp we never met with ; but we have in 
our own collection, the one penny and the 
shilling on unmistakeable bluish paper. 

Proofs of the die, before it was finally 
approved or finished in its present state, also 
exist ; these latter are of the very highest 
degree of rarity. We are acquainted with a 
proof in orange of the fonrpence, and one in 
green of the shilling, of a d^erent tint to that 
adopted for the stamp, and showing small dif- 
ferences in the details of the engraving; these 
proofs are on thick white paper, unwater- 
marked. 

The dies were engraved, and the stamps 
are printed, in London, by the same firm as 
produces the new Shanghai stamps, and to 
whom, we believe, the chosen design for the 
Virgin Islands is due — viz., Messrs. Nissen 
& Parker. 



Jan. 1, 1867.] THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



13 



REVIEWS OF POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

The ThaaieVist. London: Hall <fc Co. 

Brighton : Stafford Smith & Co. 
There is generally in reviewing a now 
publication more or less necessity for the 
exercise of forbearance. If the literary 
part of the work be good, the typographical 
is faulty ; if, on the other hand, the printer 
has done his duty, there are signs that 
the gentlemen of the pen have hardly 
become familiar with theirs. Bat in the 
present instance, the matter and the man- 
ner are on a par, both are equally ex- 
cellent; and, as we are enabled to give 
great and general praise to the arrange- 
ments and get-up, we shall have only 
trifling shortcomings to notice at any length. 
The exterior is decorated with a tasteful 
design, in the centre of which is a well- 
executed portrait of Sir Rowland Hill. 
Were we disposed to be fastidious, we 
might object to the over-black appearance 
of the ornamentation ; if the wrapper were 
printed on the well-known * Comhill ' paper, 
all gfTOund for such objection would be re- 
moved. 

The name of the new magazine gives 
permanence to the newest, and, in some 
respects, best title of those once denomi- 
nated timbromaniacs. In like manner, the 
latest-published of the Parisian magazines, 
Le Timhrqphile^ signalized by its name the 
erstwhile popularity of the expressive mon- 
grel, timbrophilist ; whilst we ourselves 
preserve in our title the recollection of 
that primitive time when a stamp collector 
was ' a stamp collector,' and nothing more. 

The new-comer opens with a well- written 
article, whose title, 'Philately, from its 
earliest age to the present time,' leads 
OS to expect a greater amount of detail 
than is actually given. Such an article 
is in its nature but a retrospect; and 
much novelty is hardly attainable on such 
a well-worn sabject as the rise and progress 
of stamp collecting. Most of the principal 
points are, however, touched upon, and 
the style is throughout piquant and read- 
able. Mr. Pemberton follows with a paper 
on forged stamps, intended to constitute 
the commencement of the second edition 



of his work on that subject. He too 
devotes some space to report the progress 
of collecting; then vindicates the study of 
details connected with stamps; and then 
passes sentence on reprints as 'the bane 
of every true collector.* We are not in- 
clined to be equally severe on them our- 
selves; but let that pass. We are quite 
at one with Mr. Pemberton in his con- 
demnation of proofs, the vast majority 
being, as he says, 'worthless impressions, 
struck when the issued stamps had long 
been things of the past.' It would be 
interesting to know who the reprinters 
and proof makers really are. Generally 
the reproduction of old stamps is so wrapt 
in mystery that no one knows, beyond, 
perhaps, the dealer who is privileged to 
assist at the debut of the immaculate, 
whence they come, or by whom they are 
created. 

Mr. Pemberton also cpntributes an in- 
teresting paper 'On the watermarked 
stamps of Victoria;' and an excellent 
article on 'Recent and Undescribed Emis- 
sions,' contains the chronicle, as its title 
indicates, of the latest additions, in the 
shape of novelties or revivals, to the num- 
ber of existing stamps. The plan of 
description adopted is similar to our own ; 
and the result is altogether satisfactory. 
That it should contain some few inac- 
curacies is not to be wondered at; we 
ourselves cannot always vouch for the 
exact truth of statements, which reach 
lis, perhaps just before going to press, 
and have occasion now and then to correct 
the on dlts, to which it was our duty to 
give currency. However, we need only 
notice that doubt is thrown upon the genu- 
ine character of the Servians, which, in 
ixict, are unimpeachable: and that the 
writer of the article in question does not 
appear to be aware that round, as well aa 
rectangular stamps have been received from 
Cashmere. 

Reviews of stamp albums and catalogues, 
some interesting postal scraps, and correspon- 
dence, complete the first number of The 
Philatelist, whose existence, we trust, may be 
long and prosperous. 
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POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

*"What East Indian Stamp would a hungry man be 
likely to invest in ? The *' eight pies," of course.' 

Western Australia. — The continued currency of the 
older issues for this colony is proved by the fact, that we 
received on a letter from Perth by the last mail a first 
issue fourpenny octagonal, one of the so-called blue proofs 
of the oblong fourpenny, and the present issue of that 
value ; also the present issue penny side by side with the 
old carmine penny and blue twopenny. All these stamps 
were postmarked. 

The Egyptian Stamps are printed in sheets of 200. 
On the sides are the following inscriptions in Italian : — 

MINTSTERO DKI LAVOEI PUBBLICI — ^VICB REALI POSTE 

EOiziANi [Ministry of Public works — ^Vice-regal post 
of Egypt], and at the top and bottom, prancobolli, and 
the value of the stamps thus, para 5. The postmarks 
also contain an inscription in Italian surrounding a cres- 
cent and a star, similar in appearance to that on the 
Po8(e Locale stamps of Constantinople. It is strange 
that whilst no emblems are permitted to appear on the 
stamps themselves, they are not objected to on the post- 
marks. We find it necessary to correct the information 
given last October, that the Egyptian piastre is worth 
threepence ; in fact it is worth just twopence-halfpenny, 
97^ going to the pound sterling, which is also equal to 
109 Turkish piastres. 

The old lo. Belgian Stamp. — ^Each of the later-printed 
sheets of this stamp contains one impression — the one 
in the upper right-hand comer — which dififers from the 
rest. Probably the die from which that impression was 
printed had, through its exposed position, received some 
injury, or the press bore more heavily upon it, whereby 
some of the letters in centime were battered and rendered 
illegible. It became necessary to re-touch or re-cut the 
letters cent, and the work being roughly performed 
they are very unshapelf; and encroach on the border. 
The N in un also uppears to have been touched up and 
spoilt. The new 1 c. Belgian stamp was thoroughly 
needed, for the old dies had so deteriorated from the num- 
ber of impressions taken from them, that the delicate 
design of the border, so conspicuous in the unperforated 
specimens, is almost imperceptible in the later sheets, 
which being, moreover, printed with very light ink pre- 
sented Quite a washed-out appearance. 

The Twopenny Stamp of Barbados. — ^A correspon- 
dent in the island writes as follows respecting this 
stamp : — 

*0n reference to a letter addressed by you to me, 
I find the inquiry made, whether I am certain that 
the original value of the stamp which I sent was 
twopence. I can only say that the information which 
I forwarded has been suostantiated by a gentleman 
employed at the Secretary's office, who kindly referred 
to the order book, and told me the colour, value, and 
time when they were ordered. The stamp which I 
formerly had, and afterwards parted with for sixty 
shillings, and some German stamps, was given to me 
by one of the post-offloe clerks. I am happy in 
having another to replace that which I sold. The 
postmaster (Mr. Tinling) told me that he recollects 
perfectly well when the twopenny stamps were used.* 

Four- Anna Stamps. — Tlndei* this heading the fol- 
lowing letter appears in the Madras Times for Nov- 
ember 12th, 1866;— 

*SiR, — Will you allow me through your columns to 
ask the chief of the Tappal writers or "Director-General 
of post-offices in India, when indenting [?] for hia 



othf 



next stock of postage stamps, to select some other colour 
than lighUgreen for me four-anna stamp now in use ? 4Vhy 



should it not be of a brick-red, like the penny stamp in 
England, or a dark-blue, like the twopenny ditto ? The 
present light-green four-anna stamp is objectionable ; be- 
cause, bv lamp-light, it is almost impossible to distinguish 
it from the light-blue half-anna stamp. Yesterday evening 
I despatched three letters to different parts of the country, 
each of which should have borne a half-anna label. This 
morning, to my horror, I find that I must have affixed to 
each four-anna labels. I know I am a poor blind, and 
perhaps old buft'er.; but I should have been saved this 
mistake and loss if the four-anna stamp had been of the 
wholesome red or blue^ which distinguisnes the penny and 
twopenny stamps in JEngland. Of course, if the tight* 
green has been purposely selected by the Tappal authorities, 
as a trap to catch unwary correspondents like myself, and 
so increase the postal revenue, I nave nothing further to 
say beyond congratulating them upon their success in this 
instance, which, according to my experience, does not 
usually attend traps. But, sir, I oemoan the loss of jiiy 
stamps, which has put out all my arrangements with my 
creditors. Yours truly, Jacob Hard-up. Mofussil^ St% 
November^ 1866.' [We suppose this plaintive corres- 
pondent refers to the obsolete four-anna stamp; as the 
present one is distinguished from all the other values by 
the indentation of the comers. If it be the latter whicn 
he confounds with the blue half-anna, then he must be a 
very blind old no, we resist the momentary tempt- 
ation to use slang — ^he must be, we will say, a very short- 
sighted member of the * Hard-up ' family.] 

Intkigacibs op the Spanish Cdehency. — The Mint, 
Casa de Moneda, established at Segovia by King Alfonso 
the Seventh, and greatly improved by Philip the Second, 
was originally the manufactory whence proceeded all the 
coin of the country. It is now nearly a eentury and a 
half since the gold and silver coining apparatus has been 
removed to Madrid, the copper currency alone being 
now struck at Segovia. A new copper currency has long 
been a great desideratum, whether on account of the de- 
based condition of the existing coinage, or the inconvenient 
division of the real — the standard of value in Spain. 
This piece, worth about 2|d. English, contains 8^ cuartos, 
and tnis unaccountable arrangement has always been a 
source of inconvenience and dispute. In a country where 
commercial transactions are carried on on so poverty- 
stricken a scale, and values are made out to such a nicety 
as this reckoning by farthings implies, the odd half- 
farthing assumes a proportion of its own, and will not 
admit of being disregarded. A few months ago a remedy 
was attempted by the abolition of the old cuartos^ and tho 
creation of a new piece called a quarter-realj thus making' 
the subdivision of the real, equal ; but the coinage is still 
very confused, and the octrave^ a worthless little piece, 
value a quarter of a farthing, and called ' an eighth,' has 
no reference to any existing coin. The coinage is partly 
decimal, inasmuch as the real is the hundredth part of an 
Jsabellino^i£,\ Os. 7d. of our money, and divided into five 
duroa; the duro again is divided into ^\& pesetas^ but the 
peseta is equivalent to four reals. The handsomest coin 
they have is the onza^ a gold piece, value sixteen duros, 
but it may be said to be obsolete, as these have ceased to 
be issued for some time, and none have been coined with 
the present Queen's ef^gv. — Cosas de JSspaua. [To thia 
information we may add that the decimal values borne by- 
some of the present series of Spanish stamps were intro- 
duced in consequence of a treaty entered into between 
France, Italy, Switzerland, Belgium, and Spain in 1865, 
whereby the latter country agrees to adopt the decimal 
system ; but the retention of the euttrto on the other 
stamps of the current issue, proves that it is intended that 
the change should not be suddeu, but gradual. — £d.] 



Jan. 1, 1867.] THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



15 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

IN DEFENCE OF MERCURY. 
To the Editor of * Tub Stamp-Collector's Magazine.* 

Dear Sir, — I cannot sav I admire the author of 
the article in the December number, abridged from 
J.e Timbre-Foste, upon 'Posts and Postage Stamps in 
Egypt,* for having chosen, in his allusion to the 
beauttfully-elassicai Greek stamps, to designate Mer- 
cury by his worst attribute, viz., 'the god of thieves.* 
As the messenger of tJie godn he would, in this instance, 
have been more appropriatel v described ; and doubtless it 
was in that character the I reneh designer selected him. 
To perform with the greater speed the duties which thus 
devolved on him, he received fi'ora the great Jove him- 
self the wings for his feet, and the cap and caduceus 
(also winged) from ApoUo. He w^ the ambassador 
and plenipotentiary of all the gods. In fact, he was 
entrusted with au their affaii's, secrets, &c. It is 
very true that he was equally the patron of all sorts 
of dishonesty and deceit; but surely the Greeks did 
not choose him as their poatal effigy* on that account. 
I have always so much admired the classic taste evinced 
in selecting this god to bear all their messages (so 
to speak) about the world, that I was quite put out 
to be brought down to the earth tnod earthy, and I 
longed to correct the press. 

He was the god of eloquence too; either of these 
characters more suited, when speaking of him in reference 
to his place upon a postage stamp. How manv secrets 
does not that convey from one end of the world to the 
other, rivalling in celerity the winged messenger himself, 
and hitherto with as many confidences, whether of love 
or state I I suppose Le 2 imbre- Paste is a French publi- 
cation, whiiih accounts for thifi prosaic description of poor 
Mercury. 

Tourg truly, 

Cheltenham. C. 




been 
•ible 
•imply traiulaied.— Ep.J 



THE POSTAL VALUES AT MONTEVIDEO. 
To the Editor of ^The Stamp-Collector's Magazine.* 
Sir, — In the February number of 1865 you state 
that the 06, 08, 10, and 12 centesimos, engraved on 
the then current stamps of Montevideo, indicated that 
they were respectively equivalent to the 60, 80, 100, 
and 120 centesimos of the former issue, adding that 
the dot (which, by the bye, is seldom visible) and 
the cypher placed before the figure, represent the 
decimals of anundred; e. g.^ six -tenths (60 centesimos), 
or eight- tenths (80 centesimos), of a hundred; a 
hundred centesimos being a peso or dollar. This 
may be very poesible with regard to the first two 
values; but by what rule of elliptic arithmetic are 
we to understand that plain 10 and 12 are intended 
for 100 and 120.' If so intended, why omit the 
cypher? But if they are really only 10 and 12 
centesimos in value, a^ they appear to common sense, 
and if the 06 and 08 are veritable decimals of a 
hundred, it follows that the two fonuer should precede 
the latter in our albums. My own idea, however, is 
that the cypher is simply a caprice meaning that 
nought from six there remains six; and that the 
value of the pink stamp is only six centesimos, and 
not «xty as you would have us believe, and so on 
with the next value, an assumption the more probable 
as the present issue commences with five centesimos, 
and does not go higher than twenty. 



To an unimaginative John Bull like myself your 
explanation is all Greek; and I feel certain that it 
would be a boon to those of your readera who may 
be equally dull of com prehension, if you could favour 
us with some more explicit views of the Montovidean 
method of reckoning. 

Yours truly, 

FENTONIA. 

pVlthont atiftinptinpr to esplntn why the ryph«»ri are pla«'^d b*»for« the 
nuiiiflralH on the A and H r. of the isnue of l^MVl. we may utate that the 
reiit«>iiiiiio uf that iB«ui< diflTHiB hi value ftroin thiit nanKMl on tho enrlifr 
wrien. Th« latter <'onnt<-d twenty to the penny, the former «a« e<|uivH- 
leiit to the re7tlai)oa, bein^ the hundredth part of a dollar, (tf whieh rather 
lesB than live tro to the pound «t4M-Iing. It followi then, that the valuna 
<if the J^fl4 serfee were actually the eaiue aa those of the anterior insuei. 
60 oentfoiniofl (at the above-named i-ate), and Meentenlinoa, or «ontaviM, 
are both t^ual to threeueuoe KugUsb, and lu likonuumar tlM otber Vttluw 
mviatiM ifttttandM,— Ep.j 



A GREAT IDEA, 
To the Editor of * The Sta.mp-Collkctoe*8 Maoazike.' 

Deau Sir,— Pondering over the history and mystery 
of stamp collecting, the needs of collectors, and the 
occasion for missionary efiTort amongst the infidel or 
non-collecting world, an idea has often occurred to 
me, which, jjerhans, if Implanted in a fertile soil—to 
wit, the brain oi some learned, industrious, and en- 
terprising connoisseur, might spring up, and bear abun- 
dant and profitable fruit. The * notion* is this: 
to write, print, and publish, in good stylo, a thorough 
history or postage stamps, thoroughly illustrated with 
engravings of everything that is curious and important, 
bearing on the subject. For instance, the work should 
comuu'nce with a sketch of postal history, from as 
remote a period as you please— say, from the time of 
Adam, or the saurians, if convenient— down to the 
reign of Rowland Hill. This preliminary matter should 
be compressed into a few pages. Then the origin 
and progress of the idea of postage stamps and envelopes 
should be worked out pretty fully, and some account 
given of the parliamentary inquiries, the proieots and 
essays submitted, and so on to the culminating point 
of the issue of the penny black, and Mulready en- 
velopes and covers *of immortal memory,' This would 
make up a good Section II. 

Then, proceeding systematically, the philatelic or 
postage-stampical history of Great Britain should be 
continued down to a fix'ed date — say, the end of 1866; 
and following that a similar history of every individual 
state or country that has issued stamps — the countries 
being arranged, not alphabetically or geographically, 
but as near as possible according to the chronological 
order of their primary issues. A proper index would 
enable the reader to turn at once to any country he 
desired. 

This history, or rather series of histories, should 
be of an exhaustive character, so far as existing know- 
ledge of the subject served. It should convey, in an 
iDtelligont manner, information of tho political or other 
events leading to the adoption, change, or suppression 
of stamps, in general and in particular; and of the 
place and mode of manufacture, perforation, sale, use, 
and obliteration of stamps; essays, real and fictitious; 
reprints, fac-sirailes, forgeries, and * dodges* of every 
other shade from grey to black; tho postage stamp 
currency of America (and qy. of any other places .• ) ; 
and statistical information of any appropriate mut- 
ters — taking caro that this is not too dry or 
voluminoug. Either incidentally or in a separate 
chajjter, the histf)ry of philately, itself, should 
^ intrc^uced. 1 think this would make a good 
finale ^^ ^^ work; and it should include notes of 
curio\4^^ -;/je*» *^^ celebrated collections; and above 
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all, a catalogue of the philatelic literature of all 
countries known to have contributed to this department 
of *progres8.* 

Tne information as to each series of stamps, and 
the Tarieties of each issue, should be as. system atic, 
complete, and accurate as possible ; and the iltuHtrations 
should be of the same character. Not less than one 
specimen of each distinct type should be delineated. 
The wood-blocks which have been cut for your magazine, 
would go some way towards supplying this desideratum ; 
but many gaps (particularly m regard to obsolete 
issues) would have to be filled up. Of literary matter, 
the beloved magazine itself affords a goodly store; 
but it wants collecting, collating, revising, and cor- 
recting down to the date fixed upon. 

The book might bo brought out in monthly parts, 
which would, I think, increase the sale. An etfitifttt 
de luxe might have coloured plates of illustrations, 
like Moens*. 

I venture to think that such a work, conscientiously 
undertaken, and carried through, would be a great 
boon to the philatelic world, would tend greatly to 
increase the number of its inhabitants, and would 
eflEectually *shut up/ if not convert, those of the infidels 
aforesaid who foolishly sneer at what they do not 
understand. 

I «nly wish I had knowledge and leisure for the 
undertaking; but, failing these, I make you and 
your readers a present of the great idea, thus doing 
what I can towards its i*calization. 

Surely Dr. Gray, or Mr. Peraberton, or Fentonia, 
or some one, will gladly supply this, which I deem 
the * great want of the age.' 

Truly yours, 

Kins^a Lynn^ "W. G. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Dates. — The value of the lilac Cuban is 5 centesimos, 
that of the new Spanish, 20 centesimos ; both are dated 
1866, but the figures are very indistinct in the Cuban 
stamp. 

MooNBAKBB wUl find the large letter ninepenny 
English fully described at pages 36 and 56 of last year s 
Yolume. — ^We are obliged by the information concerning 
the new Shanghai series. — Your Natal stamps are genuine . 

CHRONONHOTONTHOLoaos. — ^Wc should sav that the 
non-appearance of the fine lines on the sides of the letter 
of the name Victoria on some specimens of the two- 
pennies of that colony, with device in comers, is due to 
the fact that they were later-printed impressions when 
the dies had become worn. — Thanks for your notice of 
the new Queensland stamp, which we transfer to our 
article on novelties. 

W. G. — Your stamp is one of a well-known Austrian 
commercial series. — Tne Hanover envelope, represented 
in Moens* book, is the earliest of those used to prepay 
local postage. The front is ornamented with a border 
containing a post-horn and scrolls at each comer; the 
word BESTELLGELDFRET, in German text, interrupts this 
border on each side, and in the left lower corner the same 
word is handstamped in blue ink in a circle, within 
which is a post-horn : the revci'se is somewhat simi- 
larly decorated, and contains at the foot a long inscription. 
The device is impressed in black on yellow. — Photo- 
graphs of the sheet of New Caledonian stamps can be 
obtained from Mons. Maury, 25, Rue le Peletier, Paris. — 
We purpose reviewing the new Illustrated Album at 
lengtn next month. 



"W. H. G. — ^You will see we have fully described the 
new Shanghai stamps you were good enough to send, in 
another part of the magazine. We should think the new 
issue is not supplementary of the series emitted last year, 
but is intended to supersede it. The *cent* named on 
the latter stamps is eouivalent in value to a candareen. 
At Shanghai two kinas of cents are current — the * tael 
cent,' or candareen, of which 100 ^o to to the tael, value 
6/3, — and the dollar cent, equal, we believe, to that of 
Hong Kong, which is the hundredth part of 4/6. 

P. H. C. doe* not use the term blue paper as others do. 
No blue paper of New Zealand is watermarked, except 
by accident with a letter, as stated below. The pa- 
per used for the specimens referred to takes a blue tint 
from the ink, but is white. — X\\ three twopennies de- 
scribed are well-known and catalogued. As to the six- 
Senny stamps of the three on which infoi*mation is 
esired, the first is a very light copv of the common 
stamp, and the others are more or less discoloured by 
accident or design. There was a chocolate brown emitteci, 
but never a black. As to the penny red English on bluo 
paper, perforated, if P. H. C. looks to the English 
edition of Lallier, page 8, he will see— S5. Similar 
stamps perforated, lied on blue paper.' This stamp is 
common enough, is catalogued in every guide we know 
of, and mentioned in every price list, home and conti- 
nental, which we have seen for the last few years, since 
perforations first attracted attention. 

L. X., Brixhara.— The employment of the 1 centime 
stamps of Belgium and France is to prepay the postage of 
circulars and prices-current. ^ 

Herbgut Ihom.vs. — Some stamps, as for instance the 
later-issued Russian and. our own penny, arc printed in 
soluble colours, but the majority arc not affected by im- 
mersion in water. The liomagncse and the present Rou- 
manian issue are both printed on coloured paper, which, 
of course, remains uncnanged, after a bath in aqua pura. 

W. E. H. — Our correspondent sends us an envelope, at 
the back of which a circular stamp, printed in black ink 
on white paper, is affixed. It contains the figures 10 in 
the centre, and round the circumference k. prrxjss els 
ENBAHN-POST-BUREAU. Wc posscss a similar stamp with 
12 in the centre. We believe them to be official stamps 
used by the authorities for the packets of letters which 
are transmitted by railwav, and affixed to the outside 
letter of the particular packet. This supposition is con- 
firmed by the fact that under the specimen sent us is 
part of the ordinary postmark on the letter, clearly 
showing that this label was attached after the postinjj 
marks were applied in the post office. . If any more pre- 
cise information can be supplied we shall thank any of 
our readers who will kindly communicate if. 

J. H. Grbensheet. — -This correspondent inquires 
about a well-known fictitious stamp of Tahiti, of which 
island Pomare is queen. It is printed of a slaty-blue 
colour, and a copy, which we have in our collection 
of forgeries, is oDliterated bv a circular red-ink mark. 
The only stamps used in Tahiti, which is under the 
protectorate of France, arc the well-known French 
colonial series. This forgery has been known to most 
collectors for many years, and is on a par with the 
* Mekka,' * Peking,* * Jerusalem,' and other purely imagi- 
nary creations. 

J. P. calls attention to a copy of the twopence blue, On 
blue paper, of the first issue of New Zealand, which is 
watermarked with a capital S. This .specimen was 
evidently printed on the margin of the sheet, on which is 
watennarked nkw Zealand postage ; in similar letters 
we have met with copies bearing parts of other letters ia 
th3 above inscription. 
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SOME SUSPICIOUS CHARACTERS. 

BY OVKKY TAYLOR. 

Iv an article entitled * Exploded Errors,' 
poblished in Hie Stamp-CoUectar^s Maga- 
zine for June, 1866, a parking glance was | 
given at several defanct shams — shams which, 
in years gone bj, had appeared to be reali- 
ties, and had gradaallj been disbelieved in. 
We now propose U» point out a few more 
recent cheats, for the edification of onr 
readers, and to bow them off the stage. 

First in importance come the Blockade 
stamps. Who does not remember with 
what a flonrish o f trumpets these plaid-bor- 
dered gentry were intro- 
duced ? There was a 
plausibility about their 
appearance quite taking 
— quite selling, we should 
rather say. What more 
probable than that the 
Confederate authorities 
should have endeavoured 
to raise an honest dollar by conveying letters 
from Charleston to Europe ? And there was 
the postmark too, not the same on all speci- 
mens, but distinctly and intelligibly Charles- 
ton or WILMINGTON, as the case might be. 
Nothing could be clearer ; but, alas, for the 
confidence of the confident ! Time has proved 
these ugly, interesting, blockade stamps to be 
naught but impostors. They are unknown 
in the place of their birth. And in this cir- 
cumstance the Buck's Richmond Express 
stamps resemble their * blockade' friends. 
We are pretty certain the former were fabri- 
cated in London; and we might hazard a 
fruess that the latter were produced within 
the Bntish Isles. The postmark on the 
* Buck's ' stamps is enough to condemn them. 
Let any unfortunate possessor of an oblite- 
rated specimen complete the oval outer line 
ofthecancellation, whereof asegment appears, 
and he will find that the length of the same 
will be at least four inches, and the. breadth 
two and a half. Truly a colossal postmark, 
and one which need be dexterously applied 
so as not to cover stamp, address, and all. 
No doubt the inventors of these stamps did 
well out of them. They appeared at a time 
when people set a high value on anything 



coming from Richmond, and Confederate 
stamps of all kinds were scarce. Room was 
made for them in the albums of Moens and 
Lallier, and for a time people trusted in 
them. Now they receive no more honour 
than they deserve to have as cheats. 

There are other local postage stamps for 
Richmond, catalogued in that ancient au- 
thority. Mount Brown, but we must confess 
we look upon them as 'suspicious characters.' 
There have never been any details given by 
anyone — traveller, resident, official, or *own 
correspondent' — concerning them, and it 
can hardly be supposed, had they ever been 
in use, that they would have passed entirely 
unnoticed. Most of the other Confederate 
locals are well authenticated, though if a trans- 
atlantic contemporary, whose account was 
given in ' Chit-ciiat ' some months since, be 
correct, these said locals were but the re- 
presentatives of a fractional paper currency 
of limited circulation ; but we imagine the 
Richmond and Florida stamps must be 
placed in the same category as the fictitious 
Charleston stamp, issued by an enterprising 
Northern dealer, and having in the centre a 
charming picture of Fort Sumter. 

Of the American locals, unquestionably, 

the great majority are genuine. We have 

had in our possession, postmarked original 

impressions of a large number, obtained 

from an unimpeachable source, — we may say 

from ' a most respectable quarter ' of our 

acquaintance. But it is equally certain that 

not a few have been invented for purposes 

of sale. That such is the case is evident 

from the following advertisements, which we 

extract from The Stamp-Collector's Becord, a 

United States journal. 

Westervelt's Post, Chester, N. T.— Mr. C. H.Westervelt 
begs to inform the stainp-coUecting fniteroity that he has 
several thousand of his stanjps on hand, printed in different 
colours from usual issue, which he oltcrs at reduced rates. 

And, again, — 

Mr. C. H. Westen^elt begs to announce that his new 
stamps with portrait of Gen. Grant are now ready, and on 
sale by 100 or 1000 or lesser quantities. 

Rather suspicious characters, our readers 
will say, though, probably, there are persons 
on the other side ready to swear that these 
new Westervelt stamps are quite what 
Caesar's wife ought to be. 

Amongst known impostors, perhaps the 
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most remarkable, from ita rarity, is the Actt- 
pulco and San Francisco atamp. We re- 
member the identical pair of stamps which 
were the subjectof notice 
in the sixteenth number 
of The Stawf-CoUecUn-'s 
Magaxiiw. Tl'.ey were as 
unlike the generality of 
Iraudnlent shams as could 
possibly be. Theynppenred 
to have been printed a 
long time buck, for the 
colours were by no means 
fresh, the paper also looked old, and 
the gum at the bank was cracked ia all 
dij'ections in a most genuine manner. 

Wo never saw any more of these spurions 
rarities, aud for a lonj; time hoped against 
all proof that they might eventually turn ont 
to be respectable, orthodox stamps ; but in 
vain. There svasnoAcapnIcoline, no McBobish 
it Co.; the stamps issued with that inscription 
liad a name, but not a local habitation — 
were, in fact, but mere fancies of the over- 
wrought brain of some too-imagi native 
dealer. 

Probably moat collectoi-s must acknow- 
ledge to a fond credulity respecting some 
stamp which has been subsequently proved 
a humbug ; our weakness, we confess 
lay towards these Acapulco stamps, which 
we fear were indubitably cheats. Being so, 
however, it is pleasant to know that they 
did such a limited amount of barm. To the 
best of onr belief, very few indeed ever came 
into this country, and the number of the 
victimized mnst have been proportionately 
small. What was the cause of tbeir non-pi-o- 
ductionwecanhardlyirai^ine. Was their au- 
thor frightened at the exposure ? Was bis 
conscience troublod with the thought that 
he had added another to the million-and- 
one swindles whereby the world lives or . 
dies; or did he join one of the States j 
armies, aud, rushing into the field, i 

' Forcmoet fighting, fall,' 
with a large assortment of McBobish stamp."!, ; 
beauiifully printed and ready gummed, in his \ 
pocket ? History saith not, and we, ii-la- i 
Thackeray, will turn the picture of this nn- i 
Buccessfnl cheat to the wall. i 

Another impostor, and a more fortunate 



one, was the Utah stamp, which has fonnd 
believers in many countries. After the 
marital-prophet's denial of its gonuineneas, 
however, its day was over, and row apeei- 
meus of Mormon stamps are rarely to bo 
seen, save in the collections of very small 
boys. 

Yet another act of fabrications, the Lang- 
ton & Co. Express stamps, of which an en- 
graving appeared in (he first number of lie 
Tivibtvphile, must be mentioned. They wore 
printed in gold, silver, and bronze, aa well as 
in nine other colours. The device was a 
steam-ship in centre of nn inscribed circle, 
and the supposed locale of the stamps was 
San Francisco. 

Out Canadian cousins have not been be- 
hind hand in following the lead set them by 
their fnends across the border. 

' If there are lords in the South, Ihcrc ore chiefs in tho 
North.' 

Bancroft's stamp and Boll's both owe their 
eiistonce to the inventive faculties of colonial 
dealers. It has been clearly proved that 
Mr. Bancroft has not, and, indeed, could not 
have ever been the proprietor of a local 
poht. The laws of Canada, equally with oni- 
own, forbid the carrying of letters for profit 
by private people. Doubtless the stamp has 
proved a paying specnlation, and perhaps 
the most amusing thing in connection with 
it is, that a United States dealer was at tbo 
pains of obtaining an ' early copy ' of tlic 
first- issued Bancroft^ a wood- cut— and of 
having a, counterfeit made of the fabrication. 
This was certainly a case of ' diamond cnt 
diamond.' 

Very successful cheats, for a time, were 
the Anioy stamps, of which wo give an en- 
graving. Tlicy were do- 
scril)ed in English ami 
foreign magazines, an. I 
considered to be thorongli- 
ly respectable chai-ncteiw. 
We made inquiry of a 
correspondent at Shang- 
hai concerning them, and 
this is his reply, 
'ifou ask niewtiotherthere is another stamp 
hereabouts, inscribed with the names of tiio 
different coast ports, and ornamented with 
some such absardities as a pagoda, a China- 
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man, a ship, and an eagle. In answer to 
th!B I think I can safely state that tbere is 
no anch etamp in existence, and that the 
only stamps nsed between here and the coast 
and river ports and Japan are those of the 
Shanghai local post-office.' 

We are inclined to think the Snnitary 
Fair stamps, as a whole, rather suspicious 
characters. Whether those sent over here 
were ever really in the temporary use they 
■were said to have been, we know not. In 
any case they have no businesa in a postage- 
stamp album. They were entirely 'make- 
believe ' stamps, and no more entitled to be 
considered postal than any vrhich we or oni' 
readers might choose to get np for an 
evening party. We are aware we are di- 
gressing a little in noticing these Fair 
stamps, but we could not resist the tempta- 
tion of saying a word or two against them. 

As for essays, all the world knows what 
they are, and we should be repeating a very 
oft-told tale were we to go into particulars, 
and introduce those humbugs, once so young 
and promising, now bo old and worthless, to 
our readers' notice. Greek and Mexican, 
Bolivian ■ and Bavarian, are they not all 
chronicled in the pages of The Siawp-Col- 
leior'a Magazine, and have they not all been 
glorified in their time? Well,wearewisernow. 
Tbere is an essay for Siam at present in the 
field, showing a prenosterona medley of ele- 
phants — elephants diagonally, elephants ver- 
tically, elephants upsidedown,inthe comers , at 
the sides, and, greatly magnified, in thecentre. 
Yet, though as a contemporaiy trustfully ob- 
serves, 'they mnstby this time have arrived at 
Bangkok for approval,' we question whether 
philatelists will take kindly to them, in spite 
of the gorgeous colours — gold, bronze, and 
si I ver, aim osteqnal in brilliancy totheHanouia 
hnmbugs — wherein lliey are printed. 

And there is another essay hailing from 
'the other side,' which we think will meet 
with a cool reception; namely, that for Prince 
Edward Island, of which we give an engrav- 
ing here, as it is probably new to our readers. 
It was fittingly described in The Slamp-Col- 
lector's Magazine for November last, in answer 
to a correspondent who, hailing from Boston, 
U.S., has probably been victimized himself, 
as being ' an impostor got np only for sale,' 



and the editor then points out that the very 

name of the island is _ 

wrongly spelt. Oar £ 

engraving is nearly H 

equal in delicacy to K 

the esany itself, which, Q 

we should almost say, g 

is from a wood-block. I> 

It is offered for approval, we have reason to 

believe, to philatelists onhj, and will, we 

doabt not, meet with a decided rejection at 

their hands. 

Tet another essay, and we have done. In 
the sole nnmber of the Universal Stamp 
Gazette appeai'ed an engraving purporting to 
represent an actual stamp of Paraguay, then 
in nae. The design was a large oval con- 
taining crossed branches in the centre, and 
above a star; surrounding this elegant device 
was an inscription in very large letters, re- 
public* DEL PAHAQfiAT, with a cresccnt in the 
lower edge. The ground of this stamp was 
solid, the design and inscription all appearing 
in white. This engraving of a stamp which 
never had any real existence, has been re- 
produced in different colours, and no incon- 
siderable quantity sold as Paraguayan essays. 

We have ended our list, which will servo 
to warn some readers, and will evoke recol- 
lections of the past and its hoaxes in others. 
The necessity still exists for caution, for 
though new fabrications are not numerous, 
they are more dangerous than ever, as they 
are introduced by persons who, being BiO- 
quainted with the extent of the general 
knowledge concerning atamps, know how to 
give their productions a plausible appear- 



LIST OP STAMPS FIRST NOTICED 
IN THE STAMI'-COLLECTOU-S 
MAGAZINE, 1866. 

(Coruludidfrom page 7). 

^omnania. 

profile of prince Charles of Hohenzollem, 
to left, in n'rcle, posta BOma.va 
above, value below, and numeral 
at each angle. Blk. imp. ; rect. 
2 paras yellow (light and dark). 
5 „ daric-blue. 
20 „ rose night and deep). 
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ENVELOPE. 

Same device as issue of 1848. Col. imp. ; 
eirc. 

30 kopec bright-red. 

1862.— Armorial sliield, cobreos to right, 
value in italic figures to left. 
Blk. imp. ; rect. 
1 real light-green. 

Same design, but value in Roman letters, 
and frame sinuous. Blk. imp. ; 
rect. 

J real green. 

1 „ yellow, buff. 

Armorial shield and wreath with scroll 
inscribed Dios, patria, libertap 
above, and blank scroll below, 
corbeos in upper, value in lower 
margin. Blk. imp. ; narrow up- 
right rect. 

1 real light-green. 

Same device as issue of 1861. Col. imp.; 
rect. perf. 

Fourpence blue. 

One shilling purple-black. 

SaniJtoit^ Islanis^ 

Numeral in square ornamented border, 
HAWAIIAN postage above, value 
below. Blue imp. ; rect. 

2 cents blue. 

Same device as issue of 1864, with head 
of Kamehameha V. in centre. 
Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 
5 cents deep-blue. 

FIELD-POST ENVELOPES. 

Arms inclosed by floral border, and sur- 
mounted by inscription, field- 
post PORTO-FREi, in centre of 
upper part of envelope, the re- 
mainder being occupied by lines 
and form of address. Blk. imp. 
Green. 

Serbia- 
Profile of Prince Michael III., to left, in 
circle, sunnouDted by scroll, in- 



scribed with Greek characters; 
value in lower mai'gin, numerals 
in comers. Col. imp. ; rect. perf, 

1 para green. 

2 „ brown. 
10 „ yellow. 
20 „ rose. 
40 „ blue. 

1865. — Imperial dragon in square frame, 
SHANGHAI L. P. 0. abovc, valuo 
below, and Chinese inscription at 
sides and in comers. Col. imp. ; 
large rect., roughly printed. 

1 candareen blue. 

2 „ black. 

3 „ chocolate. 

4 „ yellow. 

6 „ chocolate. 

8 „ green. 

12 „ chocolate. 

16 „ dull-red, scarlet. 

Imperial dragon in ornamented firame, in- 
scribed as above. Col. imp. ; rect. 
perf. 

2 cents rose. 

4 „ lilac. 

8 „ blue. 

16 „ green. 

Sfliitfe |i«stralia. 

Same device as ninepenny stamp, with 
new value impressed in blue ink 
over the former value. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

Tenpence orange-red. 

Spain* 

Profile of Queen to left, in circle, correos 
above, value below, armorial 
shields in upper corners. Col. 
imp. ; rect. perf. 

2 cuartos rose. 

4 „ blue. 
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orange, 
brown. 



10 cent, de esco. green. 



20 „ lilac. 

Same device as issue of 1864, with addition 
of date. 

20 centesimos lilac. 
1855.— Variety. 

2 reales blue. 
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FRANK STAMPS. 

1859 (?). — Arms in single-lined oval frame, 
inscription, CORREOS above, CON- 
OR esq DE LOS DISPUTADOS below. 
Blk. imp. ; oval. 

Similar design, bnt arms larger, cobbeo 
below, and frame donble. Blk. 
imp. ; oval. 

Stoeitn. 

Large numeral of value, surmounted by 
arms, with inscription, sverigb, 
above, and frimarkb in lower 
margin. Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 
1 7 ore lilac. 
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vermilion. 



f«rkt]|. 



CONSTANTINOPLE LOCAL POST. 

Tui'kisli arms in circle, inscription in 
Turkish characters on the right, 
and POSTE locale on the left. 
Blk. imp. ; rect. perf. 
5 paras blue. 
20 „ green. 
40 „ rose. 

UNPAID LETTER STAMPS. 

Inscription, poste locale service mixte 
above, taxe ext., taxe int., and 
TOTAL, in ruled spaces, and numeral 
indicating value in one of two 
columns. Blk. imp. ; rect. 
10 paras rose. 
20 „ yellow. 
Same design. Col. imp. ; rect. 

1 piastre red. 

2 „ blue. 

JOURNAL STAMPS. 

Turkish inscription, and letters P. L. in- 
closed in circular fi*amc, inscribed 
with Turkish characters and also 
JOURN^ enfranchise. Blk. imp. ; 
circ. 

Red. 

Blue. 

White. 

fnscang. 

JOURNAL STAMP. 

Value inclosed in circular fi-amc, inscnbed 

DOLLO STRAORDINARIO PER LE POSTE. 

Blk. imp. 
2 soldi black. 



Portrait of President Lincoln in oval, lictor's 

fasces on each side, inscription u. s. 

POSTAGE above, value below, numeral 

in upper, and u. s. in lower comers. 

Blk. imp. ; rect perf. 

15 cents black. 

NEWSPAPER STAMPS. 

Medallion bust to right in central circle, 
with numeral of value on each 
side, and on the lower edge a 
curved label bearing value in 
words ; in large oblong ornamented 
disk with arched inscription, u. S. 
POSTAGE above, in white embossed 
letters, and newspapers and peri- 
odicals in dark sunken letters 
below; in lower margin beneath 
the disk, sec. 38, act of congress 
APPROVED march 3rd, 1863, and 
in the upper corners large em- 
bossed figures of value. Col. imp. ; 
large rect. (3 J in. by 2| in.) 

5 cents (profile of Washington) 
dark-blue. 
10 cents (profileof Franklin) green. 
25 cents (profile of Lincoln) red. 

ENVELOPES. 

Profile of Washington, to left, in oval, 

inscribed u. s. postage and value, 

with numeral on side, enclosed 

in broad transverse oval frame. 

Col. imp. ; oval. 

9 cents yellow. 
12 „ brown. 
18 „ deep-red. 
24 „ dull-blue. 
30 



40 
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green, 
dull-rose. 



1856.— 



Iniguag. 

DILIGENCIA. 

Variety with upper and lower mar- 
ginal borders wider, side pattern 
different, and sun's rays fewer in 
number. 

60 c. blue. 
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PROVISIONAL STAMPS. 

Same device as issue of 18G4, with figure 
indicative of the new value printed 
in black ink at each end of the word 
CENTESIMOS. Col. imp. ; rect. 
5 centesimos blue. 
10 „ green. 

15 „ yellow. 

20 „ rose. 

Large numeral of value bearing armorial 
design, with rising sun behind on 
ground composed of minute re- 
petitions of words of value. In- 
scription, above, republica del 

URUGUAY, below, MONTEVIDEO. Col. 

imp. ; unperf. and perf. 
5 centesimos blue. 
10 „ green. 

15 „ yellow. 

20 „ rose. 

Arms in octagon, inscription, correos de los 
E. e. u. u. de venez*. and value. 
Col. imp. ; rect. 
^ real rose. 

1 „ red. 

2 „ yellow. 

$Jxtoria. 

Bust of Queen in oval, inscribed victoria 
and value, with numeral on sides. 
Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 
Sixpence blue. 
Tenpence slate, lake-red. 
Similar device, but crown on sides, and 
numeral in ea^h corner. 
Threepence dull-lilac. 

MANUFACTURE OF FRENCH 
STAMPS. 
The following interesting article is an abridg- 
ment of one which appeared a few weeks 
since in VEvenement, a Parisian paper. 

The production of postage stamps, which 
amounted to nineteen million stamps in 
1849, was increased to four hundred and 
fourteen millions in 1865, and attains to four 
hundred and fifty millions this year. This 
number, however, is far below that of the 
English stamps, of which eight hundred 
millions were employed within the last 
twelvemonth. The fabrication of French 



stamps is placed under the control of the 
state, but yet forms a special enterprise. 

The printing-house is established at the 
Hotel des Moimaies, at the bottom of a back- 
yard, in an unoccupied wing. In these 
workshops, modestly installed in a place 
built for another purpose, a million-and-a- 
quarter of stamps are daily produced by the 
sixty workmen who scarcely suffice for the 
labour. 

In visiting the different departments, we 
first enter the office of the director, where, 
before the large and sombre window, M. 
Hulot, burin in hand and lens to eye, is on- 
graving the type of the new 5-ftanc stamp. 

This stamp differs entirely from the others; 
double the size, twice as long as it is high, it 
resembles a liliputian bank-note, and bears 
in large characters the figure 5 and the letter 
F. to the right and left of the laureated head. 
This stamp is intended only to frank packets 
for foreign countries. 

The types of the other stamps are en- 
graved by M. Barre. They are all hence- 
forth to bear a laureated head of the Em- 
peror. Those of one and five centimes will 
have large figures of value like the present 
2 c. and 4 c. Lastly, the stamps of 10, 20, 
30, 40, and 80 centimes will only differ from 
the present emission in having the [laurel] 
crown placed on the Emperor's brow, and in 
the more exact resemblance of the portrait. 

The stamps of our colonies and those of 
Greece issue from the same ateliers, whence 
also an emission for Guatamala is being pre- 
pared. 

The types of all these stamps are com- 
posed of different pieces : the central figure, 
the framework, the lettering, the figures in- 
dicating the value, are all separate and 
moveable. By this means a stamp of a 
fresh value can be obtained by changing the 
numerals and without engraving a new type. 
The pieces which compose the type being 
put together, a matrix is obtained from them, 
by the galvanoplastic method, or indeed as 
many matrices as may be required. Three 
hundred such matrices being placed together, 
a single plate is moulded from them, from 
which the stamps are printed. 

The sheets on which the stamps are printed 
are subjected to four successive operations. 
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They are first entirely coated by means of a 
cylindrical press with a white ink, the com- 
position whereof is a secret, and the result 
of its application is that, should a counter- 
feiter attempt to transfer the design to a 
lithographic stone, the two inks would mingle, 
and the design would become blurred and 
indistinct. 

In the press-room twelve powerfiil presses 
are constantly at work, the men having 
u|X)n marble tables before them the different 
coloured inks (the preparations of some of 
which are kept secret), and it is curious to see 
the little rectangles lying about in thousands 
fresh and glistening, and bearing the profile 
of the sovereign in every shade. 

Our attention is next arrested by the spec- 
tacle of the sheets being gummed, which is 
done by the hand with a brush quite simply ; 
but the adhesive mixture which is used is 
excellently adapted for the purpose, and is 
moie mysterious in its composition than the 
inks used for printing the stamps. The 
sheets ai-e then dried on screens piled one 
above another. 

The last operation is that of perforating the 
stamps, so that they may be separated from 
each other without using an edged tool. Des- 
cending into the fourth workroom, established 
on the ground floor, we there find the sheets 
divided into half-sheets — each containing 150 
stamps. Five of these half-sheets are placed 
close together in a frame by some boys, who 
suffice for the intelligent portion of the work 
— the heavy part being done by machinery. 

The frame containing the sheets is placed 
under the piercing apparatus with the greatest 
care and precision ; and at each turn of the 
machine a row of stamps is separated from 
the next by three hundred fine denticulations. 
The line of teeth advances over row upon row 
of the stamps; and when the sheets are entirely 
pierced, returns, by a combination of pulleys, 
to the hands of the workman. 

Lastly, the government officials receive the 
stamps, destroy those which show any imper- 
fection, and forward the rest to the central 
administration of posts. The stamps are 
sold to the government at the rate of 90 
centimes (9d.) per thousand. 

The Paris newspaper, Galignani, in giving 
a brief summary of the above, falls into the 



strange, incomprehensible blunder«)f stating 
the third process to be, not that of framing, 
but of touching-up the stamps. It says, 
' There is a portion of the operation which, 
after printing, is entirely effected by the 
hand; this consists in laying on certain 
specks of colour with a brush. ' The absurdity 
of this is apparent ; it is about as sensible as 
to say that after a newspaper has been printed, 
the letters and words impressed are perfected 
with a few pen and ink touches by the press- 
man. 

The statement respecting the manufacture 
of Guatemala stamps must be taken cum 
grauo salts. It may be true; but it is more 
probably the result of a misunderstanding on 
the part of the visitor to the establishment. 
That respecting an entire new issue of French 
stamps is more probably correct, and the in- 
telligence will be welcomed by philatelists. 

THE POST-OFFICE UNDER THE 

CALIPHS. 
The post-office during the reign of the 
caliphs constituted an independent branch 
of the administration, and the officer en- 
trusted with it, being in immediate communi- 
cation with the caliph himself, occupied a 
position which according to modern ideas 
must have been equal to that of prime 
minister. Its chief business did not consist, 
as with us, in the conveyance of letters, 
but in the control and collection of all 
public news in the kingdom. The post- 
master-general had agents in every town, 
who collected and sent him all public in- 
formation, which he in his turn* reported to 
the caliph, either at length, or in an abridged 
form. It is recorded that Caliph Mamun, 
(who died A. d., 833), felt so much pleasure 
in hearing news, that in addition to the 
usual officers, he kept a number of old 
women of Bagdad in his pay, in order that his 
court might be regularly supplied with all the 
town gossip. 

It seems pretty certain that the post under 
the caliphs did not go out at any stated time, 
but only when there were government des- 
patches or noblemen's letters to be forwarded. 
The letters of private individuals had to wait 
for one of those opportunities. Merchants had 
to make their own arrangements. InArabiaand 
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Syria the letter-carriers rcNJe on camels j bntin 
Persia lebfcers were convoyed from station 
to station by rnimiiig footmen, thoagh in 
cases of urgency, couriers were despatched 
on horseback. The postal stations belonging 
to the caliphs extended from Bagdad to 
the remotest corners of his dominions, 
amonnting in all to 930, which were re- 
qnisite not only for the transmission of 
ordinary news, but as the caliphs had to 
protect the Moslem kingdom from the 
inroads of the Greeks, it was foufld particu- 
larly necessary that a staS' of couriers should 
always be available lor transmitting to 
Bagdad the earliest intimation of any at- 
tempted aggressions on the part of tbe enemy. 
The local postmaster's business was to 
inspect the various postmen appointed to his 
district, to report their number, their names, 
and the cost of their maintenance, also to 
report the number of stations in his district, 
their distance from each other, as well as the 
names of the places traversed in the postal 
route. Ho was, moreover, bound to see that 
the mail-bags were duly transferred from one 
messenger to the other, and to arrange that 
each postman or courier started in snfficient 
time to reach tbe next station at the ap- 
pointed hour. From the above short account 
it appears that the post in the East was 
originally a political institution, maintained 
at great expense for political ends only ; yet, 
notwithstanding, probably quite sufficient for 
the age to which it belonged. 



NEWLY-ISSUED OE INEDITED 
STABIFS. 
Our monthly list will on this occasion be 
less full than we anticipated, the promised 
emissions of France and Switzerland not 
having yet appeared. The stamps are nn- 
qnestionably in process of fabrication, but 
the work is not complete. We, however, 
refer our readers with pleasure to an article 
on the manufacture of French stamps, in 
another part of this nnmber, in which a 
description of tbe coming 5-franc stamp is 
given, tc^fether with some particulars respect- 
ing the intended new issue for the empire. 
Onr first actual arrival is from 

Italy.— The provisional 20 c. at last gives 



place to a new type of which we give, an- 
nexed, a representation. The head is that 
of tbe 186^ serios, but tbe device, it will be 
_ observed, is totally differ- 
ent. The mscnption, >™- 

HOLLO POSTALE ITALliKO, 

appears only on this stnnip 
and the lirst 15 c. of 1863. 
J, The emission of this new- 
c, comer was authorised by a 
decree of the 2nd Decem- 
ber, 1866, which directs 
that it shall come into ciiMulation on tbe 1st 
January of ibe present year, and that tbo 
'present postage stamp of 15 c, corrected 
by a transverse bar, and by the words 20 c. 
at the ani;lcs, shall continae to be current 
until the end of March, 1867. After that 
date,' says the decree, ' they shall be valne- 
less, and letters to which they are fusteued 
shall bo considered not prepaid.' 

Spain. — We have to introduce to notice a 
new series for this country, as nsnal at tho 
comraonceraent of the year. The portrait is 
harrowed from the 18C5 j. 
series, the general design U 
from the present Italian S] 
issue. Any reader who k 
will take tbe tronblo to 5 
compare the two sets — ? 
Spanish and Italian — -will ^ 
find that each individual * 
of the latter has its counterpart in the pat- 
tern of tho framework in tbe former. Thus, 
the 
2 c. Spanish is copied from tbo 60 c. Italian. 



15 c. 
which tbe copy is not exact 



20 c. „ 
The only ( 

is tho 4 cuartos, where tlierc is a slight devia- 
tion in the form of the corner ornaments. The 
imitation is far inferior to tbe original, yet 
the effect on the whole ia good. The colours 
of the stamps, taking them in tbe order in 
which they are named above, are as follows : 
- — brown, blue, orange, light-rose, green, 
and lilac. The stamps are all neatly perfo- 
rated, and printed on white paper. That no 
new design should have been obtained for 
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this new issue is ft striking proof of tlie de- 
based state of art in Spain. The govom- 
nient engraver is either incapable of invent- 
ing any tVesb device, or else, from very lazi- 
iiesti, prefers to tjike one fiisliioned by, a 
foreign firm, becrtuse it is rcaily lo hand, and 
make a poor copy of it, 

Hanover.- — From tliis country comes an 
embryo, whose birth was prevented by the 
needle-gnn. This design had 
been chasen for a new series 
L of envelopes, but circum- 
\ stances were not favourable 
A to their emission. There is | 
9 rather an ineffective look | 
abont the border, but the | 
portrait of the king is a very ; 
faithfnl one. Proofs only of the design are I 
in existence, and arc in the following colours 
—rose, bright-blae, and bistre, all upon white 
paper. ! 

QoEEHsrjkND. — -Besides the fonrpence pnr- j 
pie noticed last month, and as to which we ■ 
ought to have observed that the shaded out- i 
line of the nose on the left side of the face ', 
bears evident marks of having been altered ' 
from its original state to its present harsh, | 
dark line, this month brings as another 
new valne for the colony, viz., five shillings, 
of the old design in every respect, but printed 
in a light rose-coloured ink — far too delicate, ' 
if we may judge from the specimens we have > 
seen, for lasting efficiency. Both it and the 
fonrpence are printed on plain, nnwater- ! 
marked paper ; and are perforated after the i 
fashion of their fellows and predecessors. 

Cashuebe. — In our number for October 
last, we described a rouud 
stamp which had been . 
emitted for this state. We / 
are now ahle to present fl 
onr readers with an en- U 
grariug of it, which, how- ' 
ever, is not so faitfafni as 
we conld wish, the characters being rather 
niore indistinct than in the original. 

BsiTisu CrUiAMA. — The last-issued of the ' 
one cent black, two 6ents orange, and twelve 
cents lilac, of this colony, now appear to be 
perfomted with fewer holes thau those in < 
former use. The perforation is by machine; 
and there is about one punctured space where , 



there used to be two. We have not yet seen 
any other than the above three values with 
this difference in denticnlation. 

Bolivia. — It is some time since we gave 
an engraving of an essay, purporting to bo 
for this country, from the burin of M. 
Riester. Now we have to 
lay before onr readers an il- 
lustration of a stamp, nomi- 
nally for the same republic, 
which may tiira out to be 
equally apocrj-phal. It is 
roughly engraved, badly 
printed, and in colour red- 
will prove whether it bo 



genu] 






Shanghai.— The design of the new series, 
differing though little from the last, is yet so 
far removed from the generality of stamp 




designs, that wo make no apology for intro- 
ducing engravings of the remaining two 
individuals. 

Beloium. — -As a rule, i 
tioD of essays, but we ar 
through our regulation on behalf of a beau- 
tiful set fortius country. We have no data 
respecting them at present; we know not 
when, or for what occasion they were de- 
signed, but they have not the appearance of 
having been concocted merely for the sako of 
filthy lucre. The portrait of the late king 
is wonderfully exact, and the engraving, 
altogether, we have never seen surpassed. 
The design, resembling that of ibe obsolete 
series, bears the head of Leopold I. in an 
oval, which is contained in a rectangular 
frame, foliated at the sides, and having two 
blank white disks at the top fur the value. 
Our specimens are printed in black, red, and 
green, on cartridge paper. 

Great Britain. — There is no class of stamps 
on which a reliable paper is more needed 
than those of our native country. Will not 



26 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. [Feb. 1, 1867. 



some of our readers devote a little time and 
patient research to this subject ? Mr. Pearson 
Hill has furnished our columns with data of 
unquestionable accuracy and great value; 
and the elaborate papers by M. Her pin, in 
Mailry's periodical, will give ample sugges- 
tions as well as many curious details. 
Meantime, a proof hitherto unnoticed, be- 
cause unknown, has been discovered among 
the papers of the post-office. But two or 
three specimens are known to exist, and 
they cannot be reproduced. 

It is a proof of the circular die used for the 
fourpenny envelope as submitted for final 
approbation, after the design v^ras selected, 
but before the three circular spaces for the 
date had been cut in the engine-turned pat- 
tern below the head ; and consequently this 
pattern appears intact. The beauty of the 
die, which was produced by Messrs. De la 
Rue & Co., is strikingly shown in this proof, 
which, in common with all the dies of the 
series, possesses no small artistic merit. 

New South Wales. — With the November 
mails from Sydney came sundry specimens 
of the large square sixpence purple-lilac, 
watermarked with a figure 5 in the paper, 
in lieu of the 6; probably an error analogous 
to that of the twopence diademed head, 
printed on paper similarly watermarked. 

Portugal. — Another of the new series has 
made its appearance, viz., the 25 reis lake- 
pink, of exactly the same design as those 
formerly described in this magazine. 

Cuba AND Spanish Colonies. — A provisional 
stamp for these colonies has been sub- 
mitted to our notice. It is the former ^ real 
plata /. black on buff, utilized for the occasion 
by impressing the figures '66' on the lower 
part of the face and bust. These figures are, 
we suppose, inteoded to indicate the date — 
1866. But we hope to receive further in- 
formation as to this stamp for our readers 
before long ; and will then give them such 
details as shall have come to us. 

India. — We have lately received the eight 
annas pink on paper watermarked with the 
elephant's head; this stamp completes the 
current series on this paper. With these 
were specimens of the one anna browD, 
of a much lighter shade than the one already 
known on this paper. Copies of the pro- 



visional six annas also accompanied the 
others ; and on comparing these with those 
first used, we remarked that they were of a 
much redder lilac than their predecessors; 
and further, that the green imprint of postage 
was done in a rounder and more extended 
type than that first used. The present letter- 
ing is not nearly so high, and occupies more 
space. 

Danubian Principalities. — De mortids nil 
nisi honum : we do not know if this has any 
qualified application to a living prince no 
longer reigning; but the present good of 
Prince Couza (in a timbrophilic sense) is, that 
the well-known 20 p. (ef^gy) has appeared 
printed, not in red, but in carmine or rose- 
pink. 

San Salvador. — In another part of our 
columns will be found an article on suspicious 
, characters; wo have two very ambiguous 
specimens now to notice. They begem to 
appear at the commencement of the year, as 
if to evade immediate notice, and secure a 
month's unchallenged currency. 

The design is very similar to that of the 
Hawaiian. The value appears in the centre, 
and again in words above and below ; on the 
left is CORREOS, and on the right san Salvador. 
The frame is composed of a dark outer line, 
and a thinner line within the inscription. 
They are printed in black and also in blue ink 
on cream laid paper; are unperforated, and 
not adhesive. 

Whence come they, and for what postal 
service intended? Not St. Salvador (or 
Cat Island) where Columbus first touched 
i land in his great voyage of discovery ; for 
that is one of the Bahama Islands, and a 
British possession ; whereas the language 
and value of these comers point to a Spanish 
origin. Nor yet St. Salvador, in Bahia, 
in the Brazils ? Surely, the Brazilian series 
is in currency there ; as well as the Portu- 
guese language. We cannot locate these at 
St. Salvador, in the central part of South 
America (Tucuman), for similar reasons ; 
nor, again, at St. Salvador, in Loando, a 
Portuguese settlement on the West Coast of 
Africa. We are consequently driven, as 
a last resource, to suppose that the San 
Salvador, intended to be referred to, is the 
state of that name, one of the five in Central 
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America which are typified by the five stars 
on the Costa Rican stamps. But it seems 
hardly likely that, with the example of the 
last-named republic before it, the postal 
authorities of San Salvador would perpetrate 
such crudities as are these questionable 
stamps. The appearance of these new-comers 
is very much against their authenticity ; and 
nntil we have further information in their 
favour, wo must esteem them as not having 
proved any right or title to be reckoned as 
genuine, or to deserve a place in our col- 
lections. 

THE SERVIAN POSTAL DECREE. 

The decree authorizing the emission of these 
stamps is substantially as follows :— 

'Michel Obrenovitch IH., by the grace of 
God and the national will, prince of Servia, 
announces to all and each, that the Senate 
has decreed, and we have approved, the law 
concerning stamps, directing that they should 
serve to frank letters and journals. 

'Art. 1. — All letters, journals, &c., sent by 
letter-post, shall be prepaid by means of 
stamps, with the exception of estufettes (?). 

'Art. 2. — The government printing-office 
shall be charged with the stamps and shall 
have the sale of them. 

' Persons authorized by the minister of the 
interior to sell stamps, shall receive a com- 
mission of 10 per cent, upon their sales if they 
amount to 100 piastres ; that favour is not 
accorded on lesser sums nor on fractions of 100 
piastres above the first. 

' The post-offices will also sell the stamps, 
but will not allow any reduction on them to 
purchasers. 

' Art. 3. — No person will have the right of 
selling stamps above their facial value. Who- 
soever violates this law shall be punished by 
a fine of 5 thalers, and by employment on such 
works as may be decided in conformity with 
Article 114 of the Criminal Code. 

' Art. 4. — Whosoever shall falsify or coun- 
terfeit the stamps, or knowingly use. such 
counterfeits, shall be punished with three 
months' imprisonment and deprivation of 
civil rights. 

' Art. 5. — The minister of the interior will 
designate the design, the shade, the quality 



of paper, and the quantity of stamps which are 
to be printed. The minister of the interior, 
together with the controller-general, shall 
also have the supervision of the sale and 
impression of the stamps. 

'Art. 6. — If the minister of the interior 
shall judge it necessary to replace the exist- 
ing stamps by others, he shall make known 
the change to the public, through the official 
journal, three months in advance, so as to 
permit of the stamps in their possession being 
exchanged, which shall be done at the go- 
vernment printing-office. 

' Art. 7. — This law shall come into force im- 
mediately upon its receiving the sanction of 
the prince, and henceforth all prior laws shall 
be abrogated. 

' We charge our ministers of the interior, 
of finance, and of justice, to publish and 
put in force this law, and to cause all the 
authorities to execute and respect it. JUeU 
grade, the 31st October, 18G6. (Signed), 
M. M. Obrenovitch.' — Then follow the coun- 
ter-signatures of the ministers of the above- 
named departments. 

POSTAGE-STAMP PORTRAITS.— V. 

PRINCE CHARLES OF ROUMANIA. 

In our September number we presented our 
readers with an engraving of one of the 
stamps of the new issue for Rou mania, bear- 
ing the profile of Prince Charles, and since 
then they have each received a specimen of 
the lowest value, so that we doubt not they 
are familiar with the handsome features of 
the Prussian Hospodar. We have now the 
pleasure of laying before them an extract 
from the Times, showing, in the words of 
tha,t paper, how ' a younger son in a family 
reigning over one of the most diminutive 
German principalities, passed at once from 
the 2nd regiment of Prussian dragoons, 
where he filled the rank of supernumerary 
sub-lieutenant, to the throne of the Danubian 
principalities of Wallachia and Moldavia — 
now to be known as Roumania, a country 
with about 4,000,000 inhabitants.' Here is 
the account of his adventures, taken from a 
private letter. 

' Few people in Europe, and I doubt even 
if many in Roumania, know the curious ad- 
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ventures of Prince Charles, when proing to 
take possession of the crown. He was 
simply a lieutenant in a garrison town of 
Rhenish Prussia, and one fine day he found 
himself marked out, almost without his 
knowing it, in the communications of high- 
placed diplomatists, to occupy a tottering 
throne likely soon to be vacant. The mo- 
ment for action came. Three or four persons 
only knew what was to happen ; but among 
these, it is true, were Count do Bismarck, 
and, perhaps, a crowned head. 

* The prince put on a disguise and set oflF 
on a journey. He went to Zurich, left that 
town under a feigned name, as a commercial 
traveller in the wine trade, with a case of 
champagne as baggage, and took the train 
for Dresden. Tn another carriage was a 
Wallachian officer, supposed not to know his 
highness in disguise. 

' Charles I., before committing himself 
further in entering upon Austrian territory, 
took instructions from a person who, better 
than any other, knows men and affairs in 
Roumania, and who, a Lombard by birth 
and a Frenchman by adoption, has not been 
a stranger to Roumanian politics since 1848. 
He then boldly entered on the unknown; 
passed through Bohemia, Vienna, and 
Hungary, by train and steamer, carrying 
with him his passport and his case of cham- 
pagne, and close by was always the Wal- 
lachian officer, — whom he did not know, and 
who did not know him, when other people 
were present. He heard discussions going 
on around him of the war about to take 
place in Germany, of the fall of Couza, the 
singular vote of the Roumanians, their 
strange choice of a Prussian prince, and the 
attitude of the guaranteeing powers. At 
Tum-Severin, on the Wallachian shore, the 
steamer stopped an hour or two. On a hill 
are some Roman ruins — a tower built by 
Septimus Severus; the traveller in wine 
and the Wallachian officer landed to see the 
remains and study archsBology. The hour 
for starting came round, but the two pas- 
sengers did not return, and the steamer left 
without them. You know the rest. The 
prince had thrown off his disguise, and the 
officer bad resumed his uniform ; and the 
prefect of the village had the signal honour 



of announcing to the provisional government 
the arrival of the elect of the Roumanians. 
Who was astonished ? All Europe, with the 
exception of four persons. Because, let this 
be borne in mind, this remarkable enterprise 
was conceived, carried on, worked out, and 
executed against the will of Austria, and in 
the teeth of the guaranteeing powers, by 
four individuals. I do not know that there 
is in history an example of such another 
fortunate undertaking. 

'Charles L has a high idea of his 
princely duties; you will see him working 
with a real will, and conscientiously, as 
Germans usually do. One of the first things 
he did will give you an idea of what he is, 
and how immeasurably superior to his pre- 
decessors. The political personage whom I 
have already mentioned who accompanied 
the prince to Dresden, knew the influence 
which women had always exercised in the 
councils of Roumanian princes, and did not 
hesitate to hold to his pupil the language of 
Mentor to Telemachus, and, as a guarantee 
for the success of the new reign, he made 
him promise to banish ladies from his court. 
Charles I. had hardly arrived when he de- 
clared his intentions; the court of Roumania, 
formerly charming, as all know, and filled 
with allurements, intrigues, and fascinations, 
became more austere than the cell of a 
Western monk, a place of business and 
study worthy of Germany, whence its new 
master had come. There were some who 
did not find this change to their taste. At 
first there was some little murmuring ; then 
they began to adapt themselves to the 
change ; they were not much in the habit of 
looking at things seriously, but it was neces- 
sary to do so, and accordingly they are 
beginning to get used to it. Prince Charles 
begins by establishing a reform among those 
who surround him ; he does not commence 
with apparent and outside reforms, but goes 
straight at the seat of the disease, and there 
applies the searing iron. It is society which 
first of all requires to be purified, and that 
reform he is endeavouring to effect.' 

To this narrative we may append the 
following interesting remarks by the Times, 

* By what secret agency the exaltation of 
this fortunate youth was originally promoted 
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will, perhaps, never be quite clear to the 
world ; but nothing could be more propitious 
than the combination of circumstances which 
subsequently favoured it. The vote of the 
Itoumans and the acceptance of their prince- 
elect were announced as an almost simul- 
taneous event. It was not at first acknow- 
ledged as an accomplished fact. It was 
tardly made a subject for deliberate comment 
OP diplomatic explanation. It was simply 
set aside as an insignificant episode, lost in 
the magnitude of the drama which was just 
then filling the European stage, and left to 
find its demm&tnetit either in the general 
catastrophe or in some separate settlement 
after it. The war of Bohemia was neither 
one day too short nor one day too long for 
Prince Charles of Hohenzollern. It called 
away public attention from his affairs while 
it lasted, and brought about at its close that 
exhaustion which disposes great powers to 
concession and compromise. 

* Prince Charles may now "congratulate 
himself on the good state of his international 
relations." He has just come back to 
Bucharest laden with honours and presents 
from his nominal Suzerain, the Sultan. 
Russia assures him of all the sympathy 
which " his descent and the first acts of 
his government " enlist in his behalf. 
Austria proposes that a protocol for the 
recognition of his hereditary rights should 
be drawn up by all the powers which signed 
the treaty of 1856 ; and as for France and 
England, if we had any doubt as to their 
mind on the subject, we have the testi- 
mony of our Bucharest correspondent to the 
effect, that the good understanding between 
the Porte and its royal vassal was mainly 
due to the " cordial and united action " of 
the Western powers. On the part of 
Prussia we fancy no insuperable objection to 
a HohenzoUern's promotion need be appre- 
hended. 

'The Moldo-Wallachians have thus ob- 
tained at last what they for a long time 
wanted — a " heaven-sent " sovereign. Rou- 
mania had too long an experience of Hos- 
podars chosen among its native Boyards to 
expect under them either order within or 
respect from w^ithout. So long as the Porte 
had only to deal with a subject, it hardly 



realized to its full extent the downfall of its 
supremacy in its Danubian provinces. But 
even that poor Sigmaringen purple gave the 
prince born in it the right to feel at home in 
the sublime presence. We have seen how 
much Russia is willing to allow for "descent," 
and any deficiency in the late sub-lieutenant*s 
princely title was more than made up by 
the distant cousin ship of King William of 
Prussia, and possibly by the more immediate 
goodwill of Count Bismarck.' 

AUSTRIAN COMMERCIAL STAMPS. 

We are induced to pen this brief paper from 
a regard for our own ease and comfort. From 
the earliest number even unto the present 
time we have been constantly troubled with 
inquiries concerning certain mysteiious Au- 
strian stamps. It mattered not that we 
explained to some correspondent, who had 
sent a careful tracing of one of the number, 
that his label was not postal at all, but 
commercial. Our reply was hardly pub- 
lished, ere another eager philatelist would 
forward an elaborate description of these 
If n catalogued stamps of unknown origin, 
with a request that we w^ould enlighten him 
as to the land of their nativity, or seek 
enlightenment ourselves from our readers. 
And so, as time passed on, we have replied, 
over and over again, to the queries of un- 
studious collectors. May we hope that a 
few words, descriptive of these stamps, will 
prevent the frequent repetition of unneces- 
sary inquiries. 

Taking first the design, we may observe 
that several contain the value within an 
ornamented circle, surmounted by a little 
cherub, and with the Austrian arms in the 
lower part. The device is singular, con- 
sisting of a kind of Gothic church-window 
frame of two arches, with scroll work on 
the sides. The open space, whereon the 
value appears, is white ; but the ground of 
the stamps is composed of a finely-executed 
imitation of the network of a loaf. The 
circular design, which is printed in black, 
occupies the upper part of the stamp, the 
lower part being filled w^ith the tmcery 
alone, which, in some stamps, is printed in 
green, and others light-brown. The value 
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is stated thus — 6 kr. ; but we have a variety 
of the 5 kr. before ns, with the words of 
value— /w'/// heuzer in full — beneath the cir- 
cle. Of the type we have described, we 
know four denominations — ^, 5, 6, and 12 
kr. ; but there are, doubtless, others. Beside 
those we have named, there is a 1 kr. An- 
kiiiidlgungS'Stempel^ having the groundwork 
blue, and the circle bearing only the arms 
and a slight scrolled ornament ; and also a 
7 kr. with a child-face on each side. 

For the higher values, rather different 
devices are chosen ; though the leaf tracery 
and the circular shape are preserved in all. 
A 30 kr. stamp bears the value on a scrolled 
frame of unusual pattern, with the arms 
above, and a woman's face on either side. 
A 50 kr. stamp has the circle rather fan- 
tastically embellished with a bird on one 
side, and a cherub-head on the other. The 25 
and 60 kr. contain the value in the centre of 
a bold six-pointed star, with the arms above, 
and the ever-present cherub below. In the 
stamps of 15 kr. and 75 kr., the value is in 
the middle of a diamond with curved sides, 
having the arms on each side above, and a 
book, axe, and other emblems below. The 
1 florin is yet more ambitiously adorned with 
a fall-length figure of a child playing on a 
reed on each side ; and between the figures a 
large shell. The 2 florin is simpler, showing a 
return to the church-window style ; but still 
with two children, one on each side, reveren- 
tially holding up wreaths towards the Au- 
strian arms, which are placed above. In the 
highest value we possess — the 3 florin — ^the 
circle is double the size of those of the lower 
denominations ; the numerals and letters of 
value appear in the centre of a large white 
cross ; behind which, on one side, stands a 
winged boy, holding a pair of scales, and 
standing on a bunch of lictorial fasceit^ on 
the other, a similar figure, grasping a sword, 
and kneeling on an open book. Lastly, 
there is a commonly-engraved stamp — value 
1 kr. — differing entirely from all the rest, the 
device being square in shape ; and consisting 
chiefly of a steam-engine and packet-boat. 

That these stamps are not used to prepay 
postage is well known to all experienced 
collectors ; but beginners are frequently de- 
ceived by the appearance of hand-stamped 



cancellation marks upon them. The f£^t, 
however, is that they are used, and the 
obliterations made, by the officials in other 
departments of the revenue — the customs, 
for instance; and some again are used 
as bill, others as receipt stamps: thus it 
happens that of the lot before us now, some 
are obliterated by a stamp, and some by 
written signatures. 

The labels we have described are, we 
understand, in use throughout the Austrian 
empire ; and are consequently very common 
there. By chance, a few specimens have, 
from time to time, arrived in this country, 
mixed with postage stamps ; and hence have 
arisen our trqubles. Bat we hope we have 
now laid these vexatious stamps for ever. 
Should, however, any inquiring collector, in 
future, ask the name, or country, or use, of 
these Austrian stamps, we shall refer him, 
with the utmost briefness consistent with 
courtesy, to this present article for infor- 
mation. 

REVIEWS OF POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

TJie Ilhcstrated Postage- Stamp Album aiid 
Catalogue, By H. Stafford Smith. 
London: Hall & Co. Brighton: Stafford 
Smith & Co. 

* A NEW album on a new plan' is the author's 
description of bis work. The new plan con- 
sists in giving a numbered list of the stamps 
of each country parallel with the spaces, 
numbered to correspond, whereon the stamps 
are intended to be placed. As the list con- 
tains the stamps in chronological order, a 
collector has only to mount his treasures on 
the particular spaces prepared for them, and 
he has them at once well-arranged without 
trouble. This is an improvement on Oppen's 
album, in which a certain number of squares 
is allotted to each country, but no directions 
are given as to the placing of the stamps ; and 
in which the catalogue, instead of running 
with the countries, is placed at the end of the 
volume, where it is not so readily available 
for reference. Moreover — and this advan- 
tage will be appreciated by possessors of 
Moens' or Lallier's albums — a considerable 
number of blank squares is left for occupa- 
pation by future emissions. Turning over 
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the leaves at random we observe that Bel- 
gium has sixteen such squares; Luxembourg, 
twelve; Queensland, eight; Shanghai, fif- 
teen ; and so on. The numbering is likewise 
arranged, so that each issue commences a 
fresh line and is thus kept separate from the 
rest. By this plan an odd square or two is 
secured at the end of each series for varieties, 
which can be added without injury to the 
design. 

With regard to varieties; the catalogue, 
which is generally speaking a pretty com- 
plete one, hardly pays enough attention to 
them, but the extra squares we referred to 
will enable purchasers to add any such varie- 
ties when they may get them. 

The author gives in his preface some sen- 
sible advice respecting the mounting of 
stamps. ' Collectors,' he says, ' are strongly 
recommended to gum only the corners of the 
stamps [whereby we presume the upper cor- 
ners alone arc meant] when fixing them in 
their albums. If this plan be adopted no 
difficulty will be experienced in removing 
any stamp uninjured, should it be deemed 
desirable to substitute a good specimen in 
lieu of one less so.' We have seen several 
collections in which the stamps were thus 
secured, and can bear testimony at once to 
the neat appearance of the stamps and to the 
facility with which they can be — if we may 
so term it — dismounted. 

The squares into which the pages are 
divided are generally large enough to take 
the stamps allotted to them without crowd- 
ing, but such is hardly the case with those 
provided for the English railway stamps. 
It may be a question whether they should be 
admitted at all, but the entree being once 
accorded to them, sufficient room should 
have been allowed to them for display. 

We observe that no mention is made of 
the large United States periodical stamps. 
Perhaps the author doubts their existence ; 
we can but assure him that they are 
veritable stamps in actual use, as we have 
lately received sets direct. They have, how- 
ever, for some reason been kept back for 
several months, and quite recently they were 
not obtainable at the New York post-office. 

In a book destined to be ornamental as 
well as useful, the * get-up' is a matter of 



considerable importance t.o intending pur- 
chasers, and on that score we cau award 
unqualified praise. The work is clearly 
printed, and a good effect is obtained by the 
use of red ink for the dividing lines and 
borders. Care has been taken to place a 
sufficient number of guards between the 
leaves, and paper of a fine quality has been 
chosen. Last, but not least, the cover bears 
a handsome and appropriate device, and the 
binding being also good, no philatelist need 
hesitate to place it on his table. The only 
feature we do not quite approve of is the 
introduction of engravings. Excellent in a 
work which is a catalogue and nothing 
more, as illustrative of the text, they are 
useless in an album where they but contrast 
with their originals. If a collector pos- 
sesses the stamps, he does not want the cuts; 
and if he have not the stamps, the cuts are 
unsatisfactory substitutes, howsoever well 
engraved they may be. In the present work 
they are simply superfluities ; not detracting 
from its value, but not adding to it. 

We have but to add that the new album 
is got up (vide advertisements) in several 
styles of binding to suit all purses and all 
tastes ; and that there is a cheaper edition, 
well suited for the collections of juveniles, en- 
tirely printed in black ink on paper of a 
thinner quality, but scarcely less attractive 
externally than its more expensive brethren. 
Carefully compiled, well printed, and well 
bound, the new album enters in competition 
with the old favourites, and will we think 
obtain a large share of the public favour. 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

Russian Postal Arrangements. — Registered letters 
can only be obtained by the persons to whom they are 
addressed at the General Post-Office ; and must be opened 
in tlie presence of, and witnessed by, the police. 

A Curious Calculation. — T/te New York Scientific 
American estimates that twenty tons of postage stamps 
have been used in the United States during the year- 
enough to make a ribbon twice the length of the Mississippi 
river, or to cover a superficial area of 48| square miles. 

Expensive Postage. — The London Timeg^ in 1842, 
paid upwards of £300 for conveying a letter from Marseilles 
to London. This contained the news of the massacre in 
Cabul, which the I'imen was the fii-st to make known. 
From Marseilles to Paris the conveyance was by carriages 
especially hired ; from Paris to Boulogne by horse ; thence 
to Dover by special steamer ; and from Dover to London 
again by horse. 
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Sa.d News. — *Now, girls,' said Mrs. Partington, the 
other day, to her nieces, * You must get husbands as soon 
as possible, or they will be murden'd.* * Why so, aunt ? * 
* Why, I see by the papers that we've got uhnost fifteen 
thousand post-offices, and nearly all of* em dispatches a mail 
every day. The Lord have mercy on us poor widows ! * 
and the old lady stepped quietly up to her looking-glass, to 
put on her new cap. 

Postal Anomaly. — ^There is no book-post between 
Great Britain and the United States (»f America; while 
there is a book-post between France and the latter country : 
and what is still more strange is, that this French service 
all passes through England. A New Yorker sends to a 
Pans house for an English book, because he caiinut get it 
direct from English publishers ; the Pai-is house procures 
it from England, ana posts it in France for his New York 
^oiTespondeut ; and tne book thus posted goes through 
England to reach New York.— Stamp-CoUictor* 8 Monthly 
Gazette. 

The Pobtrait on the Chilian Stamps. — Since the 
publication in Hie Stamp-Cullectoi^a Magazine of the 
article by Fen tenia on this subject, a friend of ours \sTOte 
to the Chilian Consul-General, in London, to inquire what 
was the meaning of the name, colon, and who was intended 
to be represented on the stamps. He received a rather 
laconic reply, undated, unsigned, and not addressed from 
any place, to the effect that * Colon means in Spanish 
Columbus, and tho head on Chili stamps represents 
Christopher Columbus, the navigator.* We do not place 
much with in the latter statement om-selves. There is 
no evidence that it was written by any pei*3on who could 
speak with authority; and the question is no nearer 
a settlement than it was before. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE GREAT IDEA. 
To the Editor o/^Tite Stamp-Collectoe's Magazine.' 

Sir, — I have read with much pleasure the letter of your 
correspondent, *W. G.,' in this month's magazine. If 
vou refer to a communication of mine in your number for 
\larch last, you will find the following paragraph : — 'I 
consider your magazine and publications of a kindred 
character as the only foundation for that history of the 
great postal revolution, which vdii doubtless appear at 
some future day.' Although I may thus lay some claim 
to haying Jlrst broached the * grand iaea* in your magazine, 
I am quite willing to appear again as seconder to your 
correspondent, and beg to thank him for his excellent letter 
upon the subject, and with him hope that * Dr. Gray, or 
Mr. Pemberton, or Fentonia, or some one,' will take the 
matter in hand. 

Truly youi's, 

LUUy, Herts, " H. J. 

ANOTHER ADHESIVE PREPARATION. 
To the Editor of * The Stamp-Collector's Magazine.' 
Dear Sir, — Ihave often observed requests in the Stamp- 
Colleclof^s Magazine for the best preparation with which 
to mount stamps. I have tried several things for my 
Monograms, and find that the most excellent is the white 
of an egg, carefully kept clear in separating it from the 
yolk, and put into a small bottle (the mouth wide enough 
easily to admit a camels'-hair paint-brush), with half a 
tcaspoonful of the best brandy ; this keeps it for a long 
time if always carefully corked, and a very small portion 
laid on the back of the monogram is sufiitieut to attach it, 
leaving no dirty mark ; and the monogram can be easily 



removed by slipping a fine pen-knife carefully under it. 
It never discolours the book. I have not yet used it for 
stamps, but shall do so, as it ^dll of course be equally good 
for them. It has this advantage too— time does not alter 
or deteriorate its merits. 

Cheltenham. C. 



THE NEW PERUVIAN STAMPS. . 
To the Editor o/*The Stamp-Collector's Magazine.* 

Deau Sir, — I think 3'ou did right to exclude tho 
Peruvian stamps from your li.st. Their general appear- 
ance is that of bill, not posture stamps. The absence of 
till* wurd coRRKos, that word having invariably appeared 
in the former series of Peru, is a great proof of the non- 
postal character of these stamps. I understand, also, 
that there is yet more conclusive evidence to this effect, 
in the fact that stamps, value respectively 5 sol (£1) and 
10 sol (£2), have boon received in this country. It would 
appear theu, that there are yet to come the companions 
to the beautiful o c, and that the appearance of bill 
stamps, at a time when those companions were expected, 
has led to a general misapprehension. 

I am, dear sir. 

Yours truly, 
Weston-super-Mare. SENTINEL. 

IWe are not yut in a position to speak decisively on tlie qneatiou ntisfsl 
by ' Sentinel/ but wh iiiclinu to believe lie is correct. On tlio otlier liand. 
w« may state that we, ourselves, wrote to a oorrespondi-nt in Peru, df>eirinpr 
him to 8«'nd copies of tlie xwk f)0*ta»jt stamps, iuid itvseivcd speclniens of 
the duubtful individuals together with the orthodox 5 c.~£d. J 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Repandunensis. — We must refer you to stamp cata- 
logues for the lengthy list you requu-e, as wc cannot give 
it without trenching too largely on our space. We may, 
however, say that the envelope stamps of Ceylon are not 
watermarked. — The publishers of the Magazin fiir Brief- 
marken Sammlcr are Messrs. Zschiesche & Koder, of 
Leipzig, Saxony ; of the Monthly Gazette^ Mr. George 
Stewart, junior, St. John's, New Bruns^^'ick. We do 
not know the price of the firat ; the second is five cents 
per number. 

Novice does not belie his name by a show of knowledge 
of abstruse points. He describes the designs of the tii^t 
issues of Prussia and Austria, and inquires to what counti-ies 
they respectively belong. ±'or his information we may 
state that the stamps inscribed freimarke are Prussian, 
and those beaiing the double-headed eagle Austrian. — The 
Rigi-Kaltbad stamps are used to pay the postage of visitors' 
letters from an hotel on the Rigi mountain, Switzerland, 
to the nearest Federal post-office, and are issued by the 
proprietor of the said establishment. 

H. E. H., Warkworth.— The five-cents blue Sandwich 
Islands, with head of Kamehameha III., was printed on 
bluish paper, the present 5 c. is on white. — Tho 2 c. New- 
foundland is now cuiTcnt. 

Notts.— There are a rose-red and a vermilion sixpenny 
Barbados, as well as a i-ose-red and brick-red fourpeuny. 

MooNRAKER wlU find his stamps referred to in our 
article on newly-issued stamps. 

Japhet. — There is no question of the genuine character 
of the Constantinople local post stamps. They alone pre- 
pay local letters; and the service being authorized under 
the direction of the state, and in virtue of a contract, the 
stamps are, in our opinion, as much government cniisaions 
as the general imperial series. 

J A. N., Montreal. — Your communication of Novem- 
ber 3 has been received. The catalogue which you 
ordered was duly sent. 
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NOTES ON THE SECOND SERIES 
OF THE STAMPS OP NEW SOUTH 

WALES. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF *THE POStAGB STAMPS 
OF BRITISH GUIANA.' 

We are treading on no uncertain ground 
in ranking the series of stamps so commonly 
known as the laureated heads of Queen 
Victoria, as the second emission of this 
colony. The universal concurrence of all 
the writers and compilers of catalogues 
assigns to the stamps now under consider- 
ation the place next in succession after the 
views of Sydney. 

The design of this issue is simple — suffi- 
ciently so to be within the conception and 
resources of a colonial engraver. It consists 
of the head of Queen Victoria, in profile, to 
the left, crowned with a wreath of laurels 
(or rather bays), in an upright rectangular 
ftrame ; the word postage in white letters in 
an arched label just over the head ; to the 
left, NEW; above, SOUTH; to the right, wales ; 
below, the value in words at length. Co- 
loured impression. Small ornaments at the 
angles. The above description suffices to 
identify the issue ; and we will now proceed 
to call attention to the various details and 
differences, which confer so great an interest 
in these stamps to any careftil collector. 

The two great divisions usually made 
are of those on blue and those on white 
paper — a division which, to us, seems some- 
what inexact; and which, for reasons in- 
dicated below, we do not altogether follow. 

Undoubtedly, the earlier stamps were 
printed on blue paper, and the latest set 
is always found on white paper, bearing 
a large figure of value in the watermark. 
We are among those, however, who, in 
arranging a series of stamps, consider the 
die of the stamp is the primary consideration, 
and class as subordinate, paper, watermarks, 
and perforation. As a mathematician would 
say, the die is a constant quantity, the others 
accidentals : worthy enongh of attention and 
care, but not entitled to priority in a proper 
system of classification. 

The earliest stamp of this series, according 
to our judgment, is the twopence blue, which 



differs altogether from its congeners of the 
same value, and, indeed, from every stamp of 
the whole series, in having special and 
peculiar ornaments at the four angles. 

This ornament is a six-rayed star, with 
a white centre, inscribed in the Maltese 
cross placed at the -four angles. In all 
the other stamps, the star is multi-rayed, 
resembling the beams of a sun. This stamp 
is a trifle larger in size than any of its 
successors in the issue; and the shaded 
background of the head is formed of coarse 
wavy, mingled with vertical lines, placed 
wider apart than in any of the series, except, 
perhaps, the first sixpence brown and the 
orange eightpence. It is printed on thick 
blue wove paper, without watermark ; and is 
of a less neat execution generally than any 
others of the issue. 

With respect to the date of the individual 
now before us, we believe that it was first 
issued towards the close of 1852. We are, 
however, entirely destitute of any official 
information as to the date of this, or, indeed, 
any of this issue. Still, we can state that we 
ourselves have taken a specimen of this 
variety from the back of a letter dated 
December, 1852, and had no reason to sup- 
pose it was otherwise than the real date. 

We may further add, that our information 
as to the dates of this issue has been chiefly 
derived from the following source : — A very 
distinguished gentleman, formerly in high 
office in the Legislature of New South 
Wales, while recently in this country, com- 
menced the formation of a collection of 
stamps, to aid in which, the whole of the 
letters which he had received in his official 
capacity were carefully gone through, every 
stamp was removed, and the date of the 
letter on which it was found noted at the 
back. An enormous number of specimens, 
many almost unique in their beauty, was thus 
discovered: and we had the advantage of 
seeing and collating the principal results 
of this search. As the honourable gentle- 
man's tenure of office extended over the 
whole period embraced by part of the first 
issue and the whole of the present, we 
feel we have some tangible ground on which 
to proceed ; and that the result of the col- 
lation of the numerous specimens so found 
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is of far greater assistance than any number 
of stamps could be which were not thus 
guaranteed as to authenticity of date. The 
only stamp of this variety found in the 
set above alluded to was on a letter dated 
March, 1853. This variety is not common, 
and is by far the rarest of all the twopences 
of this series. It is usually found bearing an 
oval postmark, formed of four bars above 
and below, with four at each side, leaving a 
centre space for the distinctive number used 
by the respective post-offices. 

The next stamps of the series were issued in 
1853 ; and are — 

Sixpence, brown. 
Eightpence, orange. 
Of this pair, we are inclined to give the 
precedence in date to the latter; but are 
satisfied no long interval separated them. 
These stamps, and indeed all of the series 
we are dealing with, are colonial productions, 
copper-plate engraved, and each stamp was 
done by hand on the plate separately ; thus 
inevitably producing differences of detail. 
A general resemblance through the whole 
of the dies on the plate is easily recognizable; 
peculiar little differences also exist between 
all the specimens. We are sorry to say we 
are in total ignorance of the number forming 
the plate; nor can we work the problem 
out as in the case of stamps which carry 
combinations of letters on them.- 

Both the sixpenny and eightpenny have 
the wavy lines of the shaded background 
wide apart, somewhat like the first twopence. 
Both are printed on plain blue wove paper, 
without watermark. 

Turning now to the special characteristics 
of each stamp, we may remark as to the 
sixpence — 

I. — That the shades of colour vary from 
the umher to the vandyke hroivn of the 
colour shops. 

II. — That the lettering, more particularly 
the words, six pence, varies much in size. 

III. — That the postmark ordinarily found 
on these is the one above described. A 
second mark of the same general design, 
but with wider blaok lines, is occasionally 
met with ; and still more rarely, an oval 
with a smaller one inside, formed by di- 
verging lines of four dota in a line, with 



the number of the post-office in the central, 
space. 

Unused copies of the sixpence ara rare ; 
and the used copies are generally in very 
bad condition. 

As to the eightpence, there is little to 
remark of a special nature. 

I. — The colours vary in intensity from' 
yellow through ochre to orange. 

II. — The lettering and details of en-' 
graving present differences similar to those 
of the sixpence. 

III. — ^The postmarks are as in the sixpence. 

This stamp is rare, even in its used con- 
dition. Many copies are found completely 
destroyed for a collector's purposes by the 
thicker postmark above described ; while 
but very few unused copies are known, 
and these are in the elite of collections. 
A proof of the die of the eightpence. in 
blue exists ; but is exceedingly scarce. It is 
printed on thickish, fragile paper, of a bluislt 
tone. Finally, as to both these stamps, we 
may remark that the rays of the star in the 
angles are not so numerous as in the sue* 
ceeding stamps of the series. 

Adhering to the order of emission, later in 
the same year, 1853, we must place — 

Threepence, green. 
Which was followed in turn by — 
Twopence, blue. 
One penny, red. ) probably 
Sixpence, brown. J in 1854. 

As to the threepence — 

I. — The wavy lines of the shaded back-, 
ground are closer ; a fact which, from this 
period, is apparent on all the succeeding 
stamps of the issue. The engraving is 
finer and more skilful ; and the differences 
chiefly apparent are in the lettering, and 
expression of countenance of the Queen, and 
the position of the leaves of the chaplet. 

II. — The colours vary much ; we can dis- 
tinctly classify the subjoined. 

a. Pure emerald green. 

&. Dark apple green (a deep positive tone). 

c. Olive green. 

d. Yellowish green. 

e. Neutral green (vert glauque). 

Of these, which unused are all far from 
being common, owing to their limited use, 
the variety 6. is the rarest ; indeed, we are. 
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disposed to consider it as scarce as any 
of the laureated heads, not excepting even 
the eightpence. The paper on^ which it 
is foand, moreover, is of a very deep-blue 
colour, much more so than any other with 
which we are acqnainted in this series. 

III. — The postmark usually met with is the 
thicker-lined one ; but all the others are to 
be found. 

TV. — The paper is plain blue wove, without 
watermark, more or less deep in tone, and 
varying in thickness. 

The twopence — 

I. — The engraving varies much. The 
generality of the shaded backgrounds are 
formed of close wavy lines over close vertical 
ones. Many specimens present a spotted 
appearance; which we should attribute to 
defective management in the printing, rather 
than to differences In the engraving. Some 
varieties exist in which the background is 
composed of perpendicular and horizontal 
Haes* crossing each other ; and in some in- 
stances these are so closely placed as to pre- 
sent to the first view the atppearance of 
a block ground. 

II. — The paper used differed at different 
periods. The earliest was of a deep-blue 
tint. To that succeeded one slightly toned 
with blue, thicker in substance; and some 
copies are to be met with on paper quite 
white, a creamy rather than a pure tint. At 
times, a very much thinner blue paper was 
used. All the papers were woven, without 
watermark. 

III. — No value exhibits so many varieties 

of tint, all probably intended for the same hue, 

but owing to a want of the nice manipulation 

necessary to maintain a standard shade, 

accidentally differing. We will signalize the 

most noticeable- of these, remarking paren* 

thetically that we never accredit to a used 

specimen per se a distinct colour. So many 

accidents may have produced the result 

visible at the time of inspection, that unless 

we get our view confirmed by a clear and 

unused specimen, we prefer not to chronicle 

the shade. 

a. liiffht blue. ^ •• -n '1.1 
h Da hi I ^®^^v ^ A russian blue. 

. c. Purple blue.. 
d» Lavender. 



All the above have the backgrounds formed 
of vertical and wavy lines. 

e. Pale blue. ) i -n • -li 

/. Deep bine. r^'"'y * ^™''"''' ^^''^- 
This last pair have the backgrounds formed 
of horizontal and vertical lines, and present 
the appearance of a block ground- work. 

IV. — The postmarks are as above, and call 
for no special remark. 

The one penny : — 

Not only do the dates as deciphered on 
the specimens examined warrant lis in 
placing this value so late in the list of 
omissions, but the long run of the penny 
views of Sydney, to which these succeeded, 
and the clearness of engraving, and fine 
quality of the execution, alike lead us to the 
conclusion that this value did not appear till 
1864. 

All the stamps show a great advance 
in engraving on the earlier specimens of the 
issue; and with increased fineness comes 
greater regularity in execution. Conse- 
quently, individual differences are not so 
great. We have, however, to notice — 

I. — Paper. — This varies from stout decided 
blue, through several shades and thicknesses 
of the same, to a nearly cream white. There 
are copies of a rust-red, or more truly 
speaking, red with a shade of brown in 
the mixing, to be found on blue laid paper of 
somewhat thick substance : these, however, 
are rare. The lines of the vergure are 
perpendicular, and wide apart. 

II. — Colour. — The shades of red bj^ 
various. We can enumerate the following 
as distinct — 

a. Light brick-red. 

b. Deep brick-red. 

c. Rust-red. 

d. Deep rust-red. 

e. Vermilion-red (more or less pale). 

/. Lake, or carmine red (more or less pale). 
This last is not a pure carmine, but has 
a trace of vermilion in it. The paper on 
which this shade is usually (but not in- 
variably) found is white, more or less 
creamy. 

III. — ^The backgrounds are well executed ; 
and composed of fine vertical crossed by 
wavy IxtieS", and i\xQ printing is much better 
done i\^xi ^^ *^® blotchy twopences. 
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• IV i — As to postmarks, we have nothing to 
add to our rem arks under previous heads ; 
they equally apply here. 

The sixpence : — 

The specimens of this value here intended 
differ from those of the same value before 
described, in their general execution. The 
background of the portrait in those already 
noticed was composed of a succession of 
wavy lines, at comparatively wide intervals, 
crossing perpendicular lines, and bearing 
white spaces of some size : while the dis- 
tinctive mark of the present is that the 
lines, both perpendicular and wavy, are 
much finer, closer, and more numerous. 
The whole execution of the engraving is 
finer, and more elaborated ; the expression of 
the face less rude and unrefined ; and the 
details showing a greater expenditure of 
time and trouble, as well as a higher degree 
of artistic skill on the part of the engraver. 
As an almost necessary result, the specimens 
of this, the second series of the value, are 
liiore like each other, and present no such 
great points of dissimilarity as may be 
found in the former series. 

We must not omit to mention one curious 
engraver's mistake, the discovery of which 
was first announced to the world by M. 
Chandelier, in Le Timhrophile, It is the 
accidental printing of walls for wales — 
L for E, or the omission of the two uppermost 
horizontal lines in the E of wales. At first, 
we were somewhat sceptical of this being 
an actual mistake; and inclined to think 
the specimen alluded to had been rubbed, 
or the omitted lines of the E erased by 
design or accident. But, on looking over 
several collections, we have met with five or 
six similar copies, and found one of them 
among those collated from the official cor- 
respondence referred to in a preceding part 
of our remarks. Further, on submitting 
several of these specimens to a microscopic 
examination, we were satisfied that no rub- 
bing or tampering with the original surface 
of the paper as it left the press had happened 
to any of them. We, therefore, are quite 
convinced that we here have a genuine and 
carious engraver's error, not without its 
parallel in stamp history, as witness the 



famous GOBROS for gobrbos of the Philippine 
Isles. 

Adopting our general mode of dealing 
with the value now under notice, we would . 
call attention to the following. 

I. — Engraving. — The background has been 
already noticed. The lettering varies in 
size, some copies having. quite large letters, 
others much smaller ; though none differing, 
to the extent of the first series. 

II. — Paper. — ^This is generally of a fairly 
thick substance, and medium blue hue;, 
some copies are on a white paper, almost 
cream coloured. 

III. — Colour. — This varies much in in- 
tensity in the different specimens. We can 
classify the subjoined. — 

a. Light Vandyke brown. 
h. Dark vandyke brown, 
c. Black brown. 
And can find copies of all intermediate, 
shades. 

IV. — Postmarks. — These are chiefly of the 
lighter-barred oval, already described. 

We have a proof of this value, printed on 
stout, yellowish, card-like paper (cartowwe),. 
in Vandyke brown. This was struck off in 
1863-4, at the same time with proofs of the 
one penny and threepenny views of Sydney, 
and is rare. 

It remains but for us to notice the last. 
series of this issue, which is distinguished by 
being printed on paper watermarked with a 
large figure of value (a double-lined figure), 
in the make of the paper. 

Except in cases where we specify a differ- 
ence, the stamps of this issue are printed 
from the latpr dies above described. Only 
the penny, twopence, and threepence of thiii" 
series are known to exist. 

One penny : — 

Light orange. 
Orange red. 

Some of the catalogues, for instance Mount. 
Brown, give a penny brown; this shade i» 
the result of a change in the orange-red, 
caused by time or accident. We have a- 
series of seven in our collection, ranging 
from brownish-orange, through deepening 
shades, wherein the orange, gradually dies 
away, and at last a perfect dark brown 
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saec^eds. All these are formed from the 
original orauge-rcd by accidental causes. 

Twopence : — 

Pale-blue. 

Blue. 

Deep-blue. 

In this value, the groundwork of the 
central space is formed of lines crossing at 
right angles, at times so close as to appear 
to constitute a block background : at other 
times, wider, so as clearly to show the small 
squares formed by the crossing linos. The 
paper in some cases is bluish ; in others, the 
majority, quite white. 

Threepence. — The colours found are — 

Green. 
Apple-green. 
Olive-green. 
And the papers vary from a decided yellow 
to pure white. 

We have now dealt separately with all the 
-values, and our further remarks apply to the 
entire issue. 

None of these stamps have, to our know- 
ledge, been reprinted or forged. A reprint 
is now out of the question, as the dies were 
destroyed at the great fire, which consumed 
the Sydney mint, in, if we mistake not, 
1864. And forgery offers no inducement, as 
genuine copies are very plentiful ; and the 
imposture could easily be compared against 
a good stamp. 

Unused and perfect copies are very diffi- 
cult to get; and the bad condition of the 
obliterated stamps renders the former very 
'desirable acquisitions to a collection. In 
• giving the shades of colour we have above 
described, we by no means intend to make 
'separate varieties; but, simply taking our 
list from actual stamps before us as we write, 
assert such can be met with. One copy of 
each of the more distinct shades ought to 
answer every collector's purpose. 

To those whq desire to collect and discrimi- 
^nato varieties, we would suggest that the 
readiest mode of detecting the minute differ- 
ences of specimens is,' first, to examine the 
yrreath ; and, if that does not lead to a clear 
conclusion, then, in conjunction with it, to 
.compare the lettering in detail; this will 
unfailingly test identity of die, and prevent 
I all chance of error. 



CUTTINGS FROM OLD STAMP 

PAPERS. 

We have before us a pile of periodicals, the 
accumulations of the last four years. They 
are of all kinds and sizes, and belong to more 
than one country. Some, the smartest, hail 
from the United States ; some, the best, from 
the North American provinces ; and some, 
the weakest, from our own beloved land. 
For our readers' benetit, or at any rate 
amusement, we purpose dipping into these 
varied stores. We cannot begin with a 
better illustration of the elevated style, than 
the following extract from the opening ad- 
dress of a now-defunct New Brunswick 
paper affords. 

* Here we are/ thrown upon the taste of the reading 
public, content to live or die on their just decision, content 
to eituud on our merits, and on our merits alone ; content, 
if our pnscnce is unnecessary, to retire to the enshrouding 
siiades of oblivion ; content, if we deserve it, to be known 
as the model stamp paper of America; content, when we 
receive just correction for our faults, to bow before the 
smiting rod ; but still ready, if made a target for unjust 
aggression, to stand to our nght, put our back against the 
wails of Justice, and say with Fitz James — 

Come onp, euiiin'ull. thi^ rook Hhall fly 
Fruiu its Arm batw as quick as I ; 

and there fight it out to the * bitter end ; ' rejoicing if we 
triumph, and, if defeated, still knowing that * might is 
not alwa} s right.' 

In view of the fact that the journal's pre- 
sence did ' prove unnecessary,* it is a satis- 
faction to find that from the commencement, 
the proprietors were not unprepared to * retire 
to the enshrouding shades of oblivion.* 

Turning over the file of papers, we come 
to a bit of characteristic Yankee humour. 
The editor of the Stawp-Collector's Record 
gives an extract from a Boston paper, in 
which philately is sneered at, as being one of 
those senseless, innocent manias, which for a 
time occupy the attention of mankind ; and 
then adds — 

Just so. Theie are various manias, which, from time to 
time, afflict the liuman race — a mania for office under Andy 
Johnson being the prevalent one at present, as also a mania 
for becoming the people's representative in Congress. 
Just su. But, in the classic phraseology of Joe Blueskin, 
give us a stamp-collector before a truckling politician 
* haiiy day — vuu's a gentleman ; t' other's a sneak.' 

Still continuing our researches, we come 
upon a genuine bull m the pages of an English 
magazine. Under the heading of * Latest 
Intelligence,' short summaries of news, a-^- 
.JKeWer, are given by *our own correspon- 
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dents ;' — ^from Paris, where * great excitement 
prevails ' on account of the anticipated emis- 
sion of envelope stamps; — from Geneva, 
where * the stamp fever rages ; ' and from 
Madrid as follows : — 

Madrid, August 15th. 
It is authentically announced that the 1st of January, 
1865, will be affain favoured with a new issue. 

Comment on this statement is unnecessary, 
particularly when it is known that the paper 
it appeared in was published in 1864. 

The same journal commences an account 
of an Hawaiian stamp by the following inter- 
esting geographical information. 

Downamongst the coral reefs of the South Pacific Ocean, 
9tiU remain those islands, which only one hundred years 
ago were inhabited by a set of barbarians. 

Persons who, aware of the volcanic origin 
of the island, may have been apprehensive 
that it had been swallowed up, may now be 
assured of its continued existence ; and the 
fact is also a certain warranty to philatelists 
that the stamps professing to have been issued 
for the Sandwich Islands are in actual use 
there. 

Our next extract contains a curious pro- 
posal. 

Christmas is now coming on, and we write you a request 
to be remembered. If every one, who receives the paper, 
would send us a small present, in order to help us along, 
they have no idea what an aggregate amount could be 
raised. Will every reader try and send us a gratuity, no 
matter how small. 

Our readers will not be surprised at the 
request, upon learning that it is made by a 
paper published in that country where sub- 
scriptions are occasionally paid in flour, eggs, 
poultry, hogs, and other necessaries or 
luxuries ; and only Dutch clocks and wooden 
nutmegs are refused. It is rather a pity 
that the editor confined himself to a general 
solicitation for assistance. To have carried 
out his idea, he should have detailed his 
wants seriatim, thus — *The editor is short 
of slippers; will any grateful lady reader 
work him a pair ? He also confesses that 
his coat is not what it should be, and will 
be happy to forward his measure to any 
subscriber who may be desirous of pre- 
senting him with a new garment. The 
editor has lost his pocket knife; he trusts 
to the generosity of his juvenile readers 
U> supply him with another;' and so on. 



Who could read such an appeal, and not 
immediately go to his wardrobe with a 
heart full of benevolent resolutions. 

The passage we have quoted was not, 
however, permitted to pass unnoticed, A 
contemporary thus refers to it in the fol- 
lowing passage — remarkable at once for its 
humility and its kindly spirit. 

The Record has more than completed the first year of its 
existence ; and during that time it has modestly preserved 
a becoming silence regarding its circulation and value as 
a timbrophilic journal. It has made no loud-mouthed 
assertions regarding its mighty influence, nor frantic 
appeals to the benevolence of a charitable public. It has 
been content to stand or fall on its own merits ; and, unlike 
itfr contemporaries, it has not hitherto found it necessary 
to resort to the above harmless expedients, for which a 
large proportion of the timbrophilic press has lately 
become famous. 

This is very well in its way; but in 
vigour and beauty of expression it falls 
far short of the following. A colonial stamp 
paper had rather strongly denied the veracity 
of the editor of the paper whence our quo- 
tation is taken ; and the extract we give 
forms the commencement of his ^ crashing ' 
reply. 

Away down East^ hard by the jumping-off place of 
creation, in a certain country where the natives are said 
to have blue noses, and from eating lai ge quantities of fish, 
ha\e become scaly, or at least exceedingly slippery— down 
this benighted region, is established a little postage-stamp 
ioui*nal, edited by a diminutive specimen of blue-nose 
humanity, who, l&owever well adapted to be a valuable 
acquisition in the department of Bamum's celebrated 
establishment devoted to * Freaks of Nature,' did certainlv 
mistake his mission on earth when he undertook the task 
of enlightening the timbrophilic world in the role of 
editor of a ioumal, which, for the time, we shall de- 
signate by the characteristic title of the Bhufhard, 

That even the editing of a stamp paper, 
especially a gratuitous one, is not idways 
profitable, may be inferred from the fol- 
lowing notice to correspondents, taken from 
the British and Fm'eign' Stamp and Coin 
Advertiser, 

We have before us a large pile of letters requiring- 
answers. To do so in this column, would take up too 
much space, without interesting our readers. To answer 
them by post, would cost mwe than^ half-a-crown. We 
therefore leave them till some kind Mend will supply us 
the necessary stamps. 

Shakespeare tells tis that 

Uneasy lies the head that wears a erown ; 
and we may add, with due reverence, that 
the head that knows the want of half-a-crown 
is.not likely to be much more comfortable. . 

It is pleasant to turn from these moomfiiX 
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thonghts to the contemplation of the bright 
picture of prosperity, revealed by the fol- 
lowing sentences from the pens of the pro- 
prietors and editors of the Stamp and Coin 
Gazette, In the opening remarks wo are in 
doubt who speaks. 

In submitting our second number to our readers, the 
editor desires to add a few prefatory woixls to this, our 
second number. 

These must be the words of the pro- 
prietors, intended to introduce the blushing 
editor with becoming grace to the pubh'c 
notice. He is left to himself, however, in 
the next paragraph, and acquits himself 
timidly but creditably. 

The editor believes that this magazine occupies a place 
of its own, which he trusts it will continue to occupy with 
increased vigour and efficiency. 

Then, after justifying the existence of his 
paper by the necessity which arose for it, 
he proceeds to the more serious business of 
the article. 

The editor will indicate the following subjects, which 
will occupy the increased attention giving to the literature 
o€ this magazine. 

And then foHows a list of subjects, and 
a request for support ; but the proprietors, 
either from annoyance at the slight gram- 
matical inaccuracy in the last quotation, or 
more probably from an eager desire to share 
with their readers the joyful feelings which 
filled their hearts after each appeard,nce of 
the postman, jostle their editor aside, and 
come before their friends in proprice personce 
to tell the joyful tidings. 

The proprietors did not expect such a large sale for No. 
1, as oniers are arriving ev&ry post for additional copltjs, 
which answers well for the distributiun of this, our second 
number. / 

We might continue our. extracts; but we 
should be sorry to mar the picture of the 
jubilant proprietors, which must arise in 
our readers' minds. We may, however, 
state that at least a temporary enlargement 
of size is announced as in coiatemplation, in 
consequence of the success which attended 
the publication. Our next extract refers to 
a strange fait accompli in the opposite direc- 
tion. It is the Intey'national Postage- Stamp 
Review from which we quote. 

In conaequence of the universal desire of our numerous 
cirele of readers, we have altered the size of our journal, 
making it a shade smaller, and for the deficiency we 
i]ltcii4 giving a Stuperior quality of paper. 



The diminution of a paper in size is a 
remarkable proof of its popularity ; and our 
readers will not be surprised to hear that 
the International Review has subsided into 
the shades altogether. 

Our final extract shall consist of an in- 
imitable description of a melodramatic scene 
with which a stamp tale closes. We need 
only premise, in explanation, that the villain 
of the piece has just been found guilty of an 
assault on the heroine with intent to murder. 

The prisoner had nothing to ui'ge why sentence should 
not be passed upon him, and the j udge thus addressed him, 
— Prisoner at tiie bar, you have, after a patient investi- 
gation by a jury of twelve of your countrymen, been 
found guilty of a grievous crime, and with their verdict I 
entirely agree. Nothing now remains for me but to pass 
sentence, which is, 'That pour album be forfeited to the 
young lady whose life you have attempted, and that you 
henceforth be declared incapable of pursuing the high 
vocation of a stamp collector.' The judge then ordered 
Alice and myself [her deliverer] to approach, and, joining 
our hands said, with an intensity of feeling that thrilled 
the court, 'You have proved yourself worthy of my sis^ter, 
take her and be happy; and, as a marriage portion, I 
bestow on her ll^attson' 8 conjiscated album ! * 

Our stores are far from being exhausted, 
but not so, we fear, our readers' patience, 
which we will not attempt to draw upon 
any longer. Our extracts will have shown 
that, apart from the philatelic information 
they contain, there is, to use a cant ex- 
pression, *a fund of interest' in stamp 
papers. 

NEWLY-ISSUED OR INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

We have the pleasure of being fifty numbers 
old to-day; this, therefore, is our jubilee, 
and we are open to receive the congratu- 
lations of our readers. Looking back over 
the fifty months of our existence, we may, 
perhaps, bo pardoned for congratulating our- 
selves a little, for we trust our efibrts have 
not been wholly fruitless of philatelic good. 
Halting midway to our centenary number, 
we need not again recapitulate our aims and 
intentions ; they are already known to our 
readers, and we have but to say that we 
shall endeavour to attain those aims and 
carry out those intentions as far as may lie 
in our power. 

As a master of the timbro-postal cere- 
monies it has been our lot to usher in to 
notice some hundreds of arrivals from all 
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parts of the globe, of whom, whilst some 
few were impostors, the great mass were 
gennine and valuable acqnisitions. On the 
present ciccasios we have several individuals 
to introduce, but few new series of stamps. 
DnHng the past nioiith the postal army has 
been principally recruited by stragglers, and 
first amongst them comes the red native of 
a black republic. 

St. Dohinoo. — This stamp, which only 

came under the notice of Enropeau collectors 

within the last few weeks, was issued on the 

2Sth October, 1866. The 

circular by which its 



dated the 10th Septem- 
her, is not very clear as 
to the particular service 
for which itwas designed. 
The statement that 'Cette 
vcdeur [2 reales] eat ex- 
elusivement pourles i'nnbret da payg' is rather 
pnzzling, but if for timbres we read lettres 
the difficulty, arising probably from a clerical 
error, is OTercome. The stamp, in fact, is in- 
tended for the prepayment of country letters. 
It will be seen at a glance that it is far su- 
perior in general appearance to the antecedent 
stamps of the same country. The colour of 
the specimen whence we deHcribe is also 
effectire— a rich carmine, which shows np 
the solid parts of the design. Mr, Chute, of 
Boston, who kindly forwarded it, informs us 
that he possesses duplicates of a dirty red, 
and a foreign contemporary mentions a red' 
brown variety. Our correspondent obtained 
his stamp from a relative residing in St. 
Domingo, who informs him that the use of 
stamps in the republic, dates from October, 
1862 — the time when, according to Le 
TimbfB'jMtiej the first 1 real stamp, with 
Tshie in italic figures, was issued. We are 
not aware whether the new design has been 
employed for a 1 real stamp or not, hot on 
this' and other points we hope Mr. Chute 
will be able to procure and favour us with 
informatiM). 

Spain.— We understand that the second 
series of official stamps was withdrawn from 
.circulation at the commencement of last 
year, on account of the trouble to which 
its employment gave rise. 



Italy. — From Italy we have intelhgence of 
the discovery of a stamp, primarily intended 
for commercial purposes, having been used 
for postage. It was 
taken from a letter 
sent from Verona on 
the Ist December, 
1866, and addressed 
by an Italian soldier 
to his parents. It 
is the sole specimen 
known to have been 
used iu this manner, 
and it is very pos- 
sible that in the unsettled state of affairs 
existing iu Venetia, such an employment of a 
bill stamp may have been either permitted or 
overlooked by the postal authorities. This 
stamp was emitted on the 1st November, 
1836, pursuant to a decree dated the 20th of 
the previous mootb. 

CbILOS. — We are able to place before onr 
readers this month an 
illustration of the new ? 
threepenny stamp for this i 
island. It will be seen i 
that it is entirely devoid E 
of ornament. The name r 
is in very thin extended ? 
type, which detracts from f 
its appearance, and the * 
head is in the usnal De-ta-Rue style. 

EuYKr. — The large circular stamp, of which 
we annex a rei)resentation, is official, and 
franks the let- 
ters, whatever 
may be their 
weight, of the 
L poatAl anthori- 
l ties of ths dif- 
I ferent towns. 
f The upper in- 
scription signi- 
fies VICF EBOAI, 
POST OP EGYPT, 

and the central 
Arabic characters {Basted maarUh el mtrici), 

BQTfTlAN QOVBKSHENT POST; the name of 

the issumg town is inserted at the foot. 
These stamps are printed indiscriminately in 
black oncolonr, orin colour on white. Thc^ 
are found in violet, dark-bine, grey, gpreen. 
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carmioe, yellow, black, Ac, are ^Kxed to the 
Eape of the envelopes, aud are obliterated by 
the receiving office. 

Bkizil. — We have received from this 
country a Bpecinieu 
of a field-poBt enve- 
lope, of which we 
give, annexed, the 
, central ornament. 
We nndenttand there 
are fonr kinds — tw o 
printed oti blue paper 
for the nsti of civil«ns corresponding with 
persona in the army, and two on white fur 
Brasilian soldiers or sailors. They are in- 
scribed EXPEDIDA PKIX) AOENTO POSl'iL DO 

EXSBCiTO or DA ESQUADRA (sent by the postal 
agency of the army, or of the squadron), and 
bear also a printed form of address, to be 
filled np by the sender. 

Pkuusia. — From time to time we have had 
to notice the iinprovised postal envelopes of 
the combatant states in the late war, for the 
use of the soldiery. We have now another 



r readers, which . 



pair to present 
UDsarpassed in 
plainness. The 
lettera on the ob- 
long specimen 
signify ' Soldier' 



letter. 2nd Battalion of the 2Gth infantry 



V /2 

2,.fi±5:JR 




I battalion, and was 
\r^v b y'lSV posed with type only. The 
. ^ifo'life/ circular stamp belonged to 
^^--i^— ^ a secondary station, placed 
in the neighbonrhood of the general's 
qnarters. 

New Granada.' — From this country comes 
a diminative specimen of atampkind, re- 
ttpecting which we await further infurmation. 
We cannot say whether it is in- 
tended to supersede the pre-existing 
10 centavos, or will possess ' co- 
ordinate jurisdiction ' with it. On 
reference to the stamp, it will be< 
observed that the nnmber of stars is reduced 
to seven ; this, bowever, may be accidental. 
The stamp altogether is not remarkable for 
beauty, and the inscription, which is very 



inartistically divided, is also peculiar. The 
word E3TAD0 is thrice repeated. In tbe 
outer border is tbe legend e*' (£s&dos) U*- 
CB COLOMBIA, CURKEU8 DEL BSTAD03, and withiu 
we tind e^tado de rouvar. This is the first 
stamp on wliieh refcreDce is made to the 
great South American liberator. He assisted 
iu securing tbe independence of New Gran- 
ada, which be united with Venesuela under 
the title of Columbia; and some years after 
his death (in It^), the cougreKs uf tbe 
former state decreed the exhumation of his 
remains aud their re-iuterment in state at 
Caraccas. 

Bavaria. — In our impi-ession for February, 
\fi6'i, we announced tliat a new issue qf 
Bavarians was expected in Nuvoiuber uf that 
year. In tlie number for 
January, 1806, we described ■ 
the design of the new issue I 
from an engraving of a proof I 
tbereof in a foreign journal; B 
and now, after the lapse of B 
another twelvemonth, are fl 
able to inform our readers ^ 
that a aeries of stumps, similar in device to 
the above illustration, are to appear shortly. 
A view of an early set enables us Ut state 
that the design is emboRsed, and that the 
values ai'e the same as those of tlie present 
series, viz.,— 1, 3, 6, 9, 12, and 18 kr. Tlie 
colours of the stamps are very delicate, aud 
by uo means ' fast.' It is much to be re- 
gretted that their ineffectiveness should mar, 
as it does, the appearant:e of these beautifully 
designed stamps. The hues of the 3, 6, and 
9 kr., the respective equivalents uf the I, 2, 
and 3 sgr. Prussian, are similar to those of 
the latter stamps, as in the present issue; 
the highest value, also, continues to be red, 
but the 1 kr. of thu new emission is greeq, 
and the 12 kr. lilac. The stamps are printed 
on unperforated white paper,oontaiuing a rose 
thread, running vertically, but not always in 
the centre. We have also seen some proofs 
of the new 3 kr. in black-blue, stone, green, 
and dull-niHuve, on rather thicker paper, 
gummed, but without the thread. 

The sabatitution of an elegant design 
like this for the existing prosaio figora, 
is matter f^or congratulation. That a stanip 
™^y be oruamontal as well as neofuli ^ 
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a proposition which most postal adminis- 
trations . now show their acquiescence in. 
Economic reasons are, we fear, too much in 
favour of armorial bearings as a device for 
stamps; but for our part, whilst acknow- 
ledging the excellence of the change from 
figures to arms, we must confess we should 
prefer tb see the features of foreign sovereigns 
on a larger number of stamps than at present 
bear them. The objection to the employment 
of our own Queen's efl&gy on her colonial 
stamps, that the frequent repetition is mo- 
notonous and tiresome, would not hold good 
in respect to continental monarchs, over 
whose dominions the sun sets in the ordinary 
course of nature. 

Portugal. — The new series is now ap- 
proaching completion, the 5, 20, 25, 80, and 
120 reis have! ali-eady appeared ; to these is 
now to be ad4ed the 10 reis yellow ; the 50, 
100, and 240 reis, are all that have yet to 
be emitted. Le Timhre-poste states that the 
Portuguese administration has ordered a per- 
forating machine from the celebrated Belgian 
maters, MM.*Gonveloos, of Brussels; 

Virgin Islands. — The stamps for these 
islands, of the designs described and figured 
a short time since in these pages, have come 
into circulation. The paper used, as for the 
proofs, is white. We observed in a portion of 
a sheet of sixpennies which came under our 
notice, A. co. (probably an abbreviation of the 
makers' name) watermarked in letters about 
three-quarters of an inch in length : with 
this exception the stamps we have seen are 
without watermark. They are well printed, 
with a space between the rows, giving ample 
room for the perforations, which, in the sam- 
jjles we have seen, do not encroach at all on 
the design. The colour of the penny is a rich 
chrome-green, very pleasant to the eye ; of 
the sixpenny, deep-rose, like the proof. 

HoLSTEiN. — A new 2 schg. stamp for this 
province was received in Paris at the com- 
mencement of this year, obliterated with the 
date 31st December, 1866. It resembles the 
•1^ IJ, and 4 schg. stamps of the duchy in the 
border pattern, and bears the figure 2 in the 
centre. The frame of its predecessor was 
solid. The change was apparently made to 
bring the design into conformity with the 
^©ther values; and the existing ^ sehg. has, 



according to Le Gollectionnettr, been pro- 
visionally replaced by the ^ schg. Schles- 
wig-Holstein of 1865, with the same object. 

India. — ^A correspondent at Calcutta has 
informed us that a stamp, value' 6 annas and 
'8 pice (equal to ten pence), is shortly- to be 
issued for payment of the single rate, of 
postage, via Marseilles. The ,supply of these 
stamps, he says, is on its way out. At 
present we presume the provisional 6 annas 
is used in conjunction with the existing_8:pies 
to prepay the rate we have named. - 

Finland. — ^A new stamp, value 8 pen., 
black on green, perforated like the rest, has 
been issued for this province. 

Cuba. — A new series of stamps has been 
emitted for this colony, differing only from 
the last in the alteration of the date to that 
of the present year, and in being perforated. 
The colours are the same. The new date is 
as clearly visible on the 5 c, as the former 
was indistinct. The values are as before-^ 
5 c, 10 c, 20 c, and 40 c. 

RouMANiA. — We learn' from Le Collection^ 
neur that the supply of 5 paras stamps 
having been exhausted at Bucharest, the 
authorities there hav^ issued envelopes with 
two and a half adhesive 2 para stamps 
affixed to the left upper comer, the half 
stamp being cut diagonally. In adopting 
this expedient, the Roumanian officials have, 
perhaps unwittingly, taken a leaf out of the 
books of some of our own colonies. The 
worm-like capability of independent exist- 
ence on the part of divided halves of the o|d 
Nova Scotian and Newfoundland stamps, ^s 
long since been observed and commented ^n. 

Scotch Locals. — ^We have l?r-Botice the 
appearance of local stamps for Glasgow, 
similar in general design to those issued for 
London, and, like them, brought out by a 
circular delivery company. The central 
• shield is occupied with the Glasgow instead 
of the London arms, viz., a tree, with a fish 
and a bell at the base, and a bird on the top. 
The values are two — one farthing black, one 
halfpenny red. The Edinburgh and Leith 
Company has also issued fresh stamps, iden- 
tical in design with those first issued, but of 
a reduced size and somewhat better executed. 
The colours and values are — one fxptliing 
mauve, one halfpenivy green.' - . . . ^ 
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THE FRENCH POST-OFFICE. 

The history of the post-office in any country 
is, to a large extent, the measure of its social 
progress and commercial activity. In tlie 
fact mentioned by Sir Walter Scott in one of 
Lis letters, that the mail from London 
towards the middle of the last century once 
reached Edinburgh with only a single letter 
from the south, one can read the narrow 
limits of personal intercourse, the compara- 
tive isolation of different parts of the country, 
the strength of local feelings and ol^tacles 
to national co-operation which then prevailed. 
And in the same way one can understand 
the stagnation of the French provinces and 
the undue supremacy of the seat of govern- 
ment, when the country folk had to go for 
their letters to the chief town of a canton or 
even in many cases of an arrondissement. 
In 1829 no fewer than 35,587 communes 
were completely ignored by the post-office. 
The quickening of provincial life in all parts 
of the country, and the general development 
of industry and trade, are equally illustrated 
by the modem statistics of the same service. 
The number of post-offices in the whole of 
France, which in 1791 was only 1,419, had 
risen to 1,799 in 1829, and is now not far 
short of 5,000. The sale of postage stamps 
has risen from 4,446,766 francs in 1849, to 
60,695,548 francs, a sixth of the latter sum 
being contributed by Paris alone. Thirty 
thousand employes conduct the service; 
43,000 letter-boxes are daily filled and 
emptied many times, and every year the 
mails travel 27,730,000 kilometres by rail, 
and 61,700,000 on the highways. When 
the new lines are open the total journeys 
will not be far short of 100,000,000 of kilome- 
tres. 

France has followed the example of 
England step by step in the management of 
this service, and the organization in each case 
is now pretty nearly identical. The trans- 
mission of letters has survived as a govern- 
ment monopoly in every country, even where 
almost every other monopoly has disap- 
peared. England and France resemble each 
other in the circumstance that each draws a 
large profit for the public treasury from the 
post-office. . The United States supplies, 



probably, the only example of such a service 
conducted for the benefit of the community 
at an absolute loss. In France the gross ror 
ceipts of the post-office have been 424,920,408 
francs for the last five years, and the annual 
revenue to the state 20,000,000 francs. 

The franking of letters is still continued, 
and apparently much abused by public func- 
tionaries of all kinds in France, and also by 
various charitable societies, agricultural clubs, 
and other bodies. The post-office does its 
best to resist this oppressive free list ; but 
ministers are with difficulty made to under- 
stand that they must themselves pay for the 
delivery of their invitations to dinner, and 
the gendarmerie sulked for a long while 
after they were warned that the post-office 
would not carry their jack-boots for nothing. 
An article by M. Maxime du Camp in the 
Bews dee Deiuc Mondes^ to which we are in- 
debted for these facts, bears testimony to the 
care and conscientiousness of the French 
post-office. The writer says he has re- 
peatedly posted letters addressed in Arabic, 
Russian, and Greek, which have been duly 
delivered. Two 'blind men,' to use the 
English phrase, are engaged at the Paris 
post-office to decipher illegible envelopes, of 
which about a thousand daily pass through 
their hands, all but a twentieth of these being 
sent to their right destination. Of the 
remnant, a good many are safely delivered, 
through indications obtained when they are 
opened; but eccentric addresses, such as 
MdUe* FrangoisB, pour /aire parvenir a son pere, 
or Pour le hon Dieu, dans le Paradls (del), 
naturally baffle the postmen. The clerks in 
the poste-restante branch of the Rue Jean- 
Jacques Rousseau will have hot work this 
year, if 1855 (when some 2,000 people called 
daily) be any precedent. The clerks in this 
department, it is said, continually enjoy 
glimpses of dramas and farces, and perhaps 
now and then of tragedies, which eclipse the 
repertoires of the Gymnase or Palais Royal. 

One of the most interesting parts of M. 
du Camp's article is that relating to the 
cabinet noir of the French Post-Office. Its 
establishment dates from the first regular 
organization of the service; for Louis XI. 
expressly enjoined the royal couriers to 
deliver ^ letters until they had examined 
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tlieir contents, and satisfied themselves that 
there was nothing in them to the prejudice 
of the government. Succeeding monarchs 
were equally anscrupulous in dealing with 
the correspondence of their subjects ; but 
the cabhiet du secret des posies did not be- 
come an avowed institution till the time of 
•Louis XV. Six or seven clerks were re- 
gularly employed in opening letters which 
.passed through the post, making a note of 
their contents, and then . carefully sealing 
them up again. Nothing seems to have 
-been beneath the notice of the King and his 
favourites, who delighted not only to pene- 
trate the secrets of political intrigue, but to 
make merry over the gallantries and scandals 
of private life. Louis XVJ., with his simple 
honesty, at first would have nothing to do 
with such proceedings. But the traditions 
-of the old form of statecraft were too strong 
for him, and before long the ' black room ' 
was re-established. Notwithstanding the 
protest of the National Assembly agiiinst 
any tampering with private letters, the same 
system was maintained with more or less 
disguise during the greater part of .the Revo- 
lution. Nor was private correspondence any 
more respected under either the Consulate 
or Empire. At St. Helena, Napoleon spoke 
contemptuously of the system of opening 
letters as rather a folly than, a crime. *It is 
a bad institution,' he said, ' which does more 
harm than good. It happens so oflen that 
the sovereign is in a bad humour, fatigued, 
influenced by causes having* no connection 
,with the matter submitted for his decision ; 
and then the French are as fickle, as incon- 
-sequential in their correspondence as in their 
talk.' He confessed, however, that he used 
to have the letters of his ministers and other 
officers examined ; . and M. de Las Casas 
confirms the fact, that though the corre- 
spondence of private persons was allowed to 
'pass as not worth the trouble of investigation, 
that of the high ofiicers of state, especially 
when the conduct of any of them excited 
suspicion, was systematically opened. Kel- 
lerman's disgrace is thus explained. An 
annual subsidy of some 600,000 francs was 
.allotted to the * black room ' under the Em- 
<pire, and also under the Restoration. It 
.sorviyed under the next, regime, as . was 
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proved by a singular lawsuit. A young lady 
of excellent family had married a gentlemian 
who was known to hold a lucrative appoint- 
ment of some sort about the court. His 
duties occupied him several hours every 
night, but his wife could never obtain any 
explicit account of them till the events of 
July revealed the fact that he was one of 
the chiefs of the secret chamber of the post- 
office. The lady made this the ground of an 
application for divorce, but lost her cause, 
though she gained the sympathy of the 
public^ M. du Camp passes lightly over the 
contemporary history of the * black room.' 

To the question whether it still exists, he 
answers in the line — • 

Montaigne eCktdit: Quesais-je? £t Rabelais: Peut-^tre. 
He suggests, however, that probability is on 
the side of its non-existence, as it would now 
be superfluous. The government can now 
do openly and legally what it was formerly 
obliged to do in secret. A simple commis- 
sary of police can now, on presenting a 
delegation ad hoc, and giving a receipt, ob- 
tain from the post-office the letters addressed 
to any individual. They can then be opened 
and examined, and if returned to their origi- 
nal destination, are stamped ' Ouvertes par 
auforite de justke,' This is the law ac- 
cording to the Cour de Cassation, but M. da 
Camp is puzzled to reconcile it with section 
187 of the penal code, which runs thus: — 
* Any suppression or any opening of letters 
confided to the post committed by an agent 
of the government or of the post-office shall 
be punished by a fine of from 16 francs to 
600 francs, and an imprisonment of from 
three months to five years. The offender 
shall be disqualified for any public duty for 
at least Gve years, and not more than ten 
years.' — Pall Mall Gazette. 

POSTAGE-STAMP PORTRAITS.— VI. 

THE £MP£ROR OF BRAZIL. 

The philatelic world is now pretty fiftmiliar 
with the features of the Emperor of Brazil, 
as faithfully portrayed on the new series 
of stamps for that state ; but as an accurate 
acquaintance with his personal history may 
not be equally widespread, we make no 
apology for laying before 'our readers such 
details coHcerning it as. waposseas* 
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The present emperor, Don Pedro II., 
was bom in tbe year 1B25, and ascended the 
throne less than six years after. His father, 
the first emperor of Brazil, had commenced 
liis reign under the happiest auspices ; but 
a long course of tyranny had estranged his 
subjects from him ; and his obstinate per- 
sistence in refusing to grant necessary re- 
forms, left him at length no choice but 
to abdicate, which ho did in 1831, in favour 
of his son, tbe subject of our sketeh. A 
week afterwards, he sailed away from Rio, 
and said farewell te his child, his people, 
and his empire. 

. The child-emperor was immediately pro- 
claimed ; and the crowds, which had threat- 
* ened his father's life, drew him in triumph 
through the city. He was placed in a 
window of the palace; and for hours the 
vast multitude tnronged past, shouting and 
blessing him. Tbe Andradas, men who had 
been foremost in their opposition to the late 
ruler, stood by him, and by their powerful 
assistance all tumults were at least tempo- 
rarily crushed. 

From the time of his accession until he 
was fourteen, the empire was governed by 
successive regencies ; Andrada was the first 
who held the reins ; and he was followed by 
Carvalho, Muniz, Feijo, and Lima, all of 
whom had fierce contests with the opposition 
in the representative chambers, and had also 
to repress provincial revolts, which from 
time to time disturbed the tranquillity of 
the state. The conduct of these regents, 
however, needed the watehing it received ; 
and, though the debates in both houses were 
often violent and tumultuous, constitutional 
liberty was, in the end, benefited by the 
parliamentary warfare. In spite also of the 
insurrections in the interior, the country 
improved greatly, and became prosperous. 

In 1840, the opposition commenced their 
attack on the then regent, Lima — a man 
greatly disliked — by a motion to declare the 
emperor of age, notwithstanding that an 
article of the constitution enacted that the 
emperor should not be deemed to have 
attained his majority till eighteen. He was 
then fourteen years old; but had shown 
even at that age singular precocity and good 
sense. The nation caught at the. idea; the 



more readily, as it was weary of the endless 
struggles for place and power between the 
contending factions, and of the tumults they 
caused. The opposition was supported in 
its demand ; and a great .^nd general interest 
taken in the debates which followed the 
motion. 

As the dispute proceeded [to quote an excellent work, * 
whence we nave drawn most of our information], men's 
spirits began to cet inflamed. The people crowded the 
galleries more and more, still keeping a decorous silence, 
but following, with looks of increasing excitement and 
interest, the changes of the long debate. Speaker after 
speaker denounced the regent and his party, and vehemently 
urged the immediate proclamation of the emperor, and the 
abolition of the regency. 

The government men ^rew uneasy ; and fully conscious 
that hundreds of attentive ears were listening from the 
packed and ominous galleries, and that excited thousands 
outside were immediately informed of the sense of every 
speech, were still more disturbed by the bold assertion of 
an eminent member, Alvares Machado, ' That the cause of 
the emperor was the cause of the nation, and ought to 
receive the approbation of every lover of his countiy.* 

The language of the opposition ^w more and more 
threatening.' Jj^avarro, a aeputy from Mato Grossa, one 
of the great mining districts, was in the full tide of 
vehement denunciation of the regent, and all that he had 
ever done. Suddenly, he shouted, * Hurrah for his imperial 
majesty's majoiity.' In an instant^ spectators, audienee, 
and opposition burst into a thundering and uncontrollable 
roar of applause. Navarro drew his handkerchief from 
his bosom, and waved it. The ministerialists, some fearing 
this was a preconcerted signal, and othera seeing, or pre- 
tending to see, the glimmer of a dagger in his hand, rose 
to fly. One seized the excited speaker, who strugg^^ 
violently. It was not for some time that anything like 
order was restored. 

Meanwhile, the news had reached the crowds outside ; 
and through the whole city spread the cry, * The majority 
of the emperor.* Some proclaimed him iu the squares and 
public places ; and their shoutings penetrated even into 
the chambers. 

The ministers obtained from the house the 
appointment of a committee to consider the 
matter ; but the next day, the regent decreed 
the prorogation of the houses till November, 
and the appointment of Vasconellos as 
minister of the empire. All that Lord Bute 
was to our grandfathers and more, Vas- 
conellos was to the Brazilians; and his 
appointment, together with the attempted 
prorogation, sent the people and the deputies' 
into a fresh paroxysm of rage and loyalty. 

Amid the shouts of the people, Antonio Andrada called 
upon the house and strangers to follow him to the senate. 
Tne Brazilian house of lords received' them with open 
arms. The two houses appointed a deputation to the 
emperor himself, requesting nis own consent to his im- 
mediate proclamation. While waiting its return, the 

* Brazil : i^* Sistory^ People^ Natural FroduetioM^ 
&c. Lou^Qxi : The Eeligious Tirtct Society. 
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senators exerted themselves to the utmost to keep the vast 
mosses of people quiet. The deputation returned ; his 
majesty had assented, ordered the regent to revoke his 
decrees, pronounced the chambers again in session, and 
promised forthwith to take the oaths and reins of govern- 
ment. 

And thns it was that the emperor com- 
menced his life-work at fourteeu. In due 
tim« he began his progress through the 
crowded streets. The sight pf his pleasant 
boyish face — even now in mature manhood 
singularly handsome, — and his tall well- 
grown form delighted his excitable people. 
They thronged round his carriage, as ho 
drove to the senate, with cries of boisterous 
loyalty, and it did not evaporate in noise; 
for, from that day to this, it has hardly ever 
wavered. There is not perhaps in the world 
a more beloved sovereign than Don Pedro 
II., Emperor of Brazil. 

Under his reign, the progress of the 
nation has been steady and prosperous. 
His personal character and attainments are 
high ; and he is on excellent terms with his 
subjects, with whom he and his consort 
mingle freely. He is distinguished by an 
inquisitive thirst for information, and this 
inquisitiveness has produced good fruit, his 
attainments being very considerable in most 
branches of science. He is a good practical 
engineer, and a fair artist ; his linguistic at- 
tainments are altogether above the ordinary 
run : he can speak six languages, and can 
translate out of all the European tongues. 
Travellers, who have been favoured with a 
personal interview, remark that it seems 
impossible to start any subject which is un- 
familiar to this prince. His literary acquire- 
ments are considerable, and his love of books 
insatiable. He never misses a meeting of 
the Brazilian Historical Society, and is 
intimately acquainted with all European 
literature. Literary men have found in him 
a munificent benefactor. It is highly to his 
ci*edit, that when M. de Lamartine was in 
deep pecuniary distress, the emperor ordered 
five thousand copies of his last work, and, 
in this delicate way, contrived to aid him 
more materially than any one else. Mr. 
Longfellow, we are told, is his favourite poet. 
Indeed, his majesty has, it is whispered, 
himself achieved certain productions, strictly 
kept private, of which, not a few are in 



rhyme; one has, somehow, slipped out-^a 
poem in Portuguese, from a translation 
whereof we give a verse. 

^ The chair of justice is the throne : 
Who takes it dows to higher laws : 
The public good, and not his o^^-n. 
Demands his care in ever}' cause. 
Neglect of duty, always wrong, 
iJetestablc in young or old, 
By him, whose place is high and strong, 
li magnified a thousand-fold.' 

The excellence of the sentiments, and the 
youth of the royal poet at the date of the 
composition, may excuse any defects of the 
poetry. Let us hope that he may keep to the 
principles, and iniprove in their expression. • 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT, 

In the month of January, for the first time since the 
opening of railway communication, the snow put a stop 
for several days to the postal communication between, 
this country and the continent, and even interfered 
somewhat seriously with the transmission of letters 
between London and the northern ports of Scotland. — 
The BookMlter. 

The Yikoin Islands. — ^There seems to be a strange 
confusion of symbolism in the design of the stamps of 
these islands. Le Cotlectionneur states that Columbus, 
having regard to their number, named them in com- 
memoration of the celebrated eleven thousand vii^ns of 
Cologne. In that event, the number of the lamps in the 
margin of the design — eleven — is accounted for ; and the 
aureola round the vii^n's head is also explained, as 
tvpifying the glory which accompanied the martyrdom of 
the aforesaid eleven thousand ladies. Dut the lamps shed 
no light on the reason for their own appearance, wnich is 
inexplicable, except on the supposition that they, in 
conjunction with the figure ana the lam]) it bears, are 
intended to be either primarily or secondarily suggestive 
of the scripture parable. 

Arms op our "West Indian Colonies. — ^It is matter 
for regret that the West Indian Islands generally have 
not chosen to employ their armorial bearings for the 
designs of their stamps, in preference to the ever-repeated 
queen's head. The shield of Antigua bears a pleasant 
landscape, embracing a tall tropical treein the foregi'ound* 
a fortress on the hill in the midale distance, and in the rear 
the sea and mountain peaks. St. Lucia has another view, 
that of a harbour guarded by forts, with ships visible 
beyond, and on the right the sun, partially seen, risings 
behind two conical hills. The St Vincent shield, 
again, contains a representation of two figures, one 
kneeling and sacrificing on an altar, the other stajidinj^ 
bent forward, olive-branch in hand; below is the- 
motto, FAX £T JUSTITIA. The Bahamas adopt as their 
motto, EXPULSis PIRATI8, KESTTTUTA cosfMEHCiA, be- 
neath a shield, occupied with a view of the sea, on which 
is seen an English man-of-war, with the fiag of St. 
George flying at the mizen. In the distance are seen 
other vessels, and the sun, rising out of the ocean, 
illumines all. The arms of the Bermudas are a graving- 
dock, and a dismasted ship outside. The d^eld of 
Jamaica contains the arms and supporters known to 
collectors from their appearance on the t^Mm-postalr 
shilling stamps of the island ; but the principal portioQ. 
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of tlie aiTuorial device consists of a king, enthroned 
beneath a canopy, receiving homage and gifts from a 
kneeling figure. Lastly, the Trinidad shield shows a 
near view of a harbour, with a fort on the right, whereon 
a flag is flying, to the left is a man-of-war at anchor, and 
in front a boat ; mountains in the background comnlete 
the scene. When St. Kitts issues stamps, let us nopo 
she will adopt as the device her arms, — Columbus, 
standing on the deck of his vessel, telescope to eye, 
scanning the coast. There would be at once oeauty and 
suggestiveness in such a design. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

NEW SHADE OF THE MALTA STAMP. 
To the Editor of * The Stamp-Collf.ctou'8 Magazine.* 

Deab, Sm, — From the enclosed Malta halfi)enny you 
can see that the last supply received from England shows 
a diflference in colour, llie faded bufl'has been changed 
to a light-orange, which makes it appear to a better 
advantage. Besides, the paper is rather thicker than that 
used formerly. I trust it will always continue so, and at 
least thus look a decent stamp. 

Believe me to be yours very truly, 

Mialtit, J. S. 

rWethinkthepsperltMff isbut little w/Umter: the gum. in our opinion, 
causeiithe apparent iiicressA in thipkiiew. Tlie coluur ht brightor, and the 
iixiiup bean the eroum and C watenuark.— Ko.] 

THE ENGRAVERS OF THE UNITED STATES' 

STAMPS. 
To the Editor o/*Thb Stamp-Collectok*8 Magazine.' 

Deab, Sir, — The manufacture of the United States 
adhesives is generally attributed to the National Bank- 
Note Company; but that company has not had the 
honour of engraving all of the several issues. The old 
New York post-office 5 c. and the 5 and 10 c. of 1847 were 
engraved by Messrs. Rawdon, Wright, Hatch, & Edson ; 
and at the bottom of the 5 and 10 c. collectors will find 
theii* imprint. The issue of 1851-60 was engraved by 
Me88i*8. Toppan & Carpenter; and the stamps were issued 
by government in the roUowing order, viz, 1, 3, and 12 o. in 
July, 1851, the 10 c. in May, 1855, the 5 c. in January, 
185^, the 2i c. in June, an^ the 30 and 90 c. in August, 
I860.. 

. Both of the above firms are now incorporated with the 
American Bank-Note Company, of New York. At the 
breaking out of the great Southern rebellion the use of 
the foregoing was discontinued, and a new issue ordered 
by the United States goveniment, which appeared in 
1861, and was engraved by the National Bank-Note 
Company. 

Trusting that this may be of some use, 
I remain, Sir, respectfully yours, 

Boston^ Mass. JAMES M. CHUTE. 

ON THE COLLECTION OP VARIETIES OP 
PERFORATION. 
To th4 Editor of * The Stamp-Collector's Magazine.' 
Sir, — In the course of perusal of your volume for last 
year, I lighted uppn the controversy which took place in 
the con'ospondence columns, as to the pix>priety of col- 
lecting varieties of perforation. Having begun but 
recently to study philately, my opinion on the point in 
question was not lully formed. I therefore read with a 
mind open to conviction from either side; and upon 
refiecting over the matter, I felt bound to decide in 
favour or abstention, in my own individual case, from the 
attempt to gather specimens illustrative of the different 
classes of denticulation, for reasons which, with your 
permission, I will endeavour to state. 



It appears to me that knowledge to be worth striving 
for should be of some appreciable use ; and I cannot sec 
that the fact that certain stamps are perforated by a 
certain number of dents is in itself instructive, or in any 
manner suggesti>'e. To me such a fact is a fact — and 
nothing more ; it affords no starting point for reflection, 
and is in itself infinitely unimportant. I can justify the 
collection of stamps on the oft-i-epeated grounds, that the 
little squares of paper are historically, geographically, 
and artisticall V useful and suggestive, and that they are 
to us the visible signs of those vtist agencies whereby the 
coiTcspondeuce of the world is caiiied on. I can justify 
the collection of peiforated as distinguished from nn- 
perforated varieties ; for perforations render stamps more, 
perfect in their adaptability to the uses for which they 
arc manufactured. As in the great majority of instances 
stamps have been issued perforated, not by private i}ersons, 
but by the postal authorities, and that from a aesire to 
accommodate the public, I am correct in saying, that 
perforation is neither an accidental nor an unim- 
portant cliange in the appearance and character of 
a stamp. Again, I can justify the collection of water- 
marked varieties, on the ground that the watermarks 
were introduced with a view to prevent foi^ery, and 
therefore are of almost as much consequence as the 
designs themselves. And I can see that changes of paper, 
though often probably due to some accidental circum- 
stance, are, on the other hand, as often the result of. 
an intention on the part of the administration of the post, 
to make stamps more serviceable ; as for instance, in the , 
case of the old Turkish 20 para and 1 piastre, which 
were issued on thin paper first, and then on paper of 
a thicker and more substantial kind. 

But the attempt to distingui^ and classify varieties of 
perforation can only result in the discovery of dull, 
Darren, ultimate facts. Differences in the number of 
holes arise, of course, either from the serrations of the 
machine having been in some manner altered, or from a 
new machine altogether being employed ; and such me- 
chanical changes are not likely to have been the result 
of deliberate action on the part of the postal administra-. 
tion, but rather of casual arrangement ty the firm which 
has the manufactm*e of the stamps, or the individuals 
in their service. 

With respect to the Belgian stamps adduced by Mr. 
Pemberton in illustration of his argument, it seems to me 
that if Nos. 3 and 4 really fonn distinct issues, there must 
be difference enough between them in colour to justify a 
collector in admitting both without reference to their 
perforations; and if there be not such a difference in 
colour, or in some other important detail, then to my 
mind the simple difference in perforation of the two sets 
does not constitute a reason for collecting both. Two 
issues must be very like each other which can only be. 
distinguished by counting the respective dents; and if 
they can be distinguished otherwise, such counting is * s^ 
work of supererogation,* 

I think this Question of perforation admits of argument; 

d that the *aon't-interfere-with-me' style of reply on 



;vle of reply 



and 

the part of the so-called * French school'^ is not exactly 
in itself a dignified way of meeting opposing comments ; 
though I am quite ready to admit tnat Mr. Pemberton 
has coupled his deprecatory remarks with a fair defQUce 
of his creed. For my own part, I have no more desire 
than I have power to compel another collector to abjure, 
perforations. Philatelists form a republic, in which free 
thought is permitted; and such being the case, I have; 
availed myself of your columns to state my views on this 

vexed que^^^on. ,, ,, 

t at»i Sir, yours respectfully, . ; . 

Leed^^ ^ A PHILATELIST. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Thurn V Taxia, Altrincham.— The same dies have 
b^n used for all the issues of North and South 6f rmany ; 
the paper and ink alone have been changed. — The} s. gr. 
red nas been obsolete nearly two years. 

X. G. B. — There are two shades of the Tasmanian 2d. 
— a dark chrome and a light pea-greon. The latter is now 
in use. — The oval embossed newspaper stamp of New 
South Wales is no longer current. The design used for 
the present {lenny adhesive is now impressed on the 
newspaper wrappers. 

W. James. — 'Ihe oblong j^ s. gr. green of Brunswick is 
still in use, probably for the simple reason that there is 
a stock of them still on hand. There are two shades of 
the old 2 s. gr. Brunswick envelope — a bright blue and a 
dull or cobalt blue ; andplaees for ooth in Lallier*s album. 

NoTA BBMB, York. — ^Tiie British post-offices in foreign 
towns are connected with the London office, and not 
independent establishments. All use the English stamps. 

L. S. — You are right in supposing that the inscription, 
P08TE E8TBN8I, on the duoal Modenese stamps does not 
mean Modena. We may translate it freely as * the post of the 
house of Este' — the ruling family of tlie state. 

Ignoramus. — ^llie fact that your 3 and 4 candareen 
Shanghai stamps, first issue, contain the value in the 
singular number proves nothing against them. So little 
care was used in printii^ them, that the omission of a 
letter from the inscription must have been a frequent 
occuirence. We have in our own collection specimens of 
the 2, 3, 4, 8, and 16 candareen stamps with the value in 
the singular, and also all the denominations, except of 
course me lowest, with the value in the plural number. 
The 16 cand. is found of a dull red, vermilion, and lake- 
red ; and we have seen several examples of the 6 cand. 
printed, not in the usual chocolate, but in orange-red. 

Pilot, Bury St. £dmund*s.— Of the four stamps you 
sent, the Lubeek only is forged ; the imitation postmark 
is employed by the forgers to give a genuine appearance 
to such stamps. — The new 1 e. Belgian has been issued 
both perforated and un perforated, — ^in the latter state, in 
oonsequence of an injury to the perforating machiiie. 
There is a 5 e. brown Belgian. — You must refer to a 
dealer's catalogue to find the value of a Mulready 
envelope. — ^The 6 para Egyptian bears a pyramid for 
watermark. — * How does it happen,' inquires this cor- 
respondent, 'that there are so many more unused than 
used stamps issued ^ ' He must surely know that all 
stamps are issued unused. That unused stamps are more 
easily obtainable than used ones arises from the fact that 
dealers purchase large quantities of the former, as 
they are most in request. — There are not two distinct 
shades of the 5 pen. Finland ; the colour of this stamp 
varies a little, and is soon affected by exposiure. 

A. C, Liverpool, wishes to know if we can confirm 
reports he has heard, that it is intended to revive the old 
tenpenny stamp for payment of the single rate of postage 
to Australia via Marseilles ; and to issue a five-shilling 
stamp for heavv foreign letters. We are not in a position 
to confirm or deny these reports ; but we fully coincide 
with our correspondent's opinion, that stamps of the 
values named are much required. 

R. D., Oxford. — The penny English stamp bearing the 
letters o. v. 8. (the initials of the Oxford Union Society) 
is undoubtedly collectable. You are in eiror in supposing 
it has not been noticed before. We refeiTed to it in our 
first volume, and again at p. 96 of vol. ii. 

W, S, CoopFR.— Your fourpenny English is not the 
rare janety on blue paper. It is an ordinary specimen 
of the first issued. 



Inqxtibeb.— The Finland stomp, given with the last 
number, is one of a series which has appeared since the 
publication of your edition of Lallier. In like manner, 
the black St. Lucia is one of a set of comparatively late 
appearance ; the blue belongs to the older issue. — ^If the 
scarcity of stamps named in Lallier were to form aground 
for questioning their existence, there are not a few which 
vou would have to set doivn as doubtful. The Nova 
Scotia shilling, for instance, about which vou inquire, is 
ven' rare, and frequently unobtainable for love or money. 
— There are two shades of the sixpenny stamps of Queens- 
land and South Australia. 

E. E. H. — Tlie stamp you describe is the lowest value 
of the present issue for the Argentine Republic. 

J. M. Chute, Boston, United States. — Thanks for the 
specimen of the new St. Domingo stamp you were good 
enough to send. — llie first issues of Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick were engraved in this country, 
where proofs of the dies printed in black on India paper 
exist. 

J. L. C, Guildford.— The yellow Spanish stamp is a 
specimen of the 4 cs. orange of the issue of I860- 1 . Your 
oval blue hand-stamp with a wood-cut of a post-horn and- 
some almost illegible words, apparently vanjehn assino, 
is decidedly a humbug. — Your third stamp is a forgery of 
the very welUkuown but rare Hamburg essay, 1 sch. 
brown oblong. 

J. B. B., Norwich. — This correspondent calls attention 
to the change of the figure on the 4d. English from 7 to 8, 
and inquires the reason, and surmises that it must be 
important; but in fact the numbers are those of the plate, 
and entirely connected with the printing. Similarly 
different numbers may be found in the other values; 
these are of no philatelic interest, except in so far as they 
show the mode adopted in checking or numbering the 
plates from time to time, and thus prevent fraud. 

U. W., King's Lynn. — ^Thanks for your enclosure; you 
will see we have made use of it. 

P. H. C— Your stamp inscribed ttmrre Madrid must 
be a forgery; no Spanish stamp would bear the word 
timbre on it. — A proof of the Mulready envelope on 
India paper is worth from 15/ to 17/6.~ Laid paper has 
lines in it, woven none, but is of a uniform texture. — ^The 
distinction between denticulations a la machine (as of 
our English stamps) and d la roulette (as of the water- 
marked stamps of Victoria) will be best understood on 
comparison of the stamps themselves ; one machine 
makes a round hole and removes a piece of the paper, the 
other punctures and removes none. — To discover a water- 
mark nold the stamp between a clear light and the eye, 
and if no mark is visible, place it on a dark surface, which 
will throw up the watermark. Should these means fail, 
wet the stamp, and repeat each process while it is quite 
wet. A very little experience will suffice for the detection 
of watermarks. — The 6d. blue (Queen on throne) of 
Victoria are all watermarked with a star. 

Snaefell, Douglas, Isle of Man. — ^Your inauiry was, 
we regret, overlooked.— Moens* album was puolished in 
1864, and is now out of print. We are not able to state 
whether there will be a new edition, but trust that there 
will. No loose leaves have ever been provided for the 
present one. The last edition of Lanier's was published 
m the summer of 1866, and contained spaces for most 
of the new issues to that date. 

G. W., Dover, informs us, that *for the satisfaction 
of collectors, he has discovered amongst his stamps' a 
fourpence rose Victoria, watermarked with the words 
PivK SHiLLiNOR. On reference to the article on Vic- 
torian stamps, vol. iii., p. 167, he will find this vaiiety 
chrojiicled and comn^ented on. 
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THE POSTAGE STAMPS OP THE 
UNITED STATES. 

The emissions of a conntry so powerful and 
so prominent as tbe United States have, 
since first philately became a study, attracted 
the attention of collectors. Many detached 
items of information have been published 
respecting them, and the meanest tyro, an- 
swering in the collectorial ranks to Macau- 
lay's celebrated * fourth-form boy,' knows 
something of their history, or is, at any rate, 
acquainted with their appearance. But 
hitherto no attempt has been made to group 
together, in one paper, the many facts which 
have been added piecemeal to our stock of 
information. The present article is an en- 
deavour on our part to remedy the deficiency ; 
but as we have not been lucky enough to 
obtain access to hidden stores of data res- 
pecting these stamps, we cannot promise to 
reveal to our readers any important discov- 
eries, but must ask them to be content with 
a resume^ which will be available in a com- 
pact form for reference. 

Before describing the stamps, it will, how- 
ever, be necessary to give a short statement 
of the postal laws prior to their issue, and 
we cannot do this better than by quoting 
the late Mr. Lesley's lucid account of them, 
which appeared in the first volume of The 
Stamp' Collector's Magazine, and will probably 
be new to many of our readers. 

Previous to the act of March 3, 1845, the tax upon 
the carriage of letters was not regulated by weight. The 
rate for a letter, consisting of not more than a single 
sheet of letter-paper, varied in accordance with the dis- 
tance over which It was to be carried. The charges were 
excessive, and the varying distances caused an endless 
perplexity of rates. The single rate for any distance 
net ween one hundred and th^ hundred miles was 12^ 
cents. This was the price charged, for instance, 
between Boston and New York, between New York and 
Philadelphia. 

The agitation in favour of, and final adoption in 
England of the penny-postage system, excited a corres- 
ponding interest and movement in the United States in 
favour of a reduction of what were felt to be, in com- 
parison with British rates, extortionate postal charges. 
Ar happens with all political reforms, it took time to de- 
velope public sentiment, and to draw the attention of 
Congress to this important subject. The government rates 
for carrying letters were deemed so onerous, that in the 
fall of 1844 private parties imdertook to transport letters 
on their own account between points where they felt sure 
that money could be earned at tower rates. And, although 
inch attempts to defraud the post-office revenues were in 



direct contravention of existing laws, popular sentiment, 
1 npreised with the idea of getting a better service at a 
l>wer price, winked at the law's infitictions ; and, al- 
though the violations of the law were carried on with 
comparatively little secrecy, the perpetrators were never 
reached, or, at any rate, were never punished. 

The successful efforts of these private carriers soon 
commenced to tell upon the postal revenues, and, as the 
natural consequence, the post-office department was com- 
pelled to propose the remedy so clamorously called for hy 
public opinion. By the act of March 3, 1845, Congress 
at one sweep abolished the previous dear rates, as well as 
the annoyiug scale of varying distances ; and, whilst sub- 
stituting the weigh t-standa^, reduced at the same time 
the rate for a single letter to 5 cents for any dis- 
tance under three thousand miles, and 10 cents for 
all distances over three thousand miles. By the pro- 
visions of the same act. drop-httera (by which was meant 
letters intended for delivery in the same town where posted, 
as distinguished from letters intended for transportation 
to other towns) were chargeable with a tax of 2 cents, 
prepayment beitig optional. 

It will be seen, then, that tbe adoption of 
the new postal system was forced on the 
government by the prior establishment of 
private posts. The attempt, however, ap- 
pears to have been made to do without ad- 
hesives, substituting probably for them a 
hand-stamp, but it is evident that these 
make-sliifts did not answer. The post- 
ma.sters in New York, and some other large 
townSyUO doubt finding it impossible to carry 
on business, in the year 1846-7 issued stamps 
on their own responsibility. These unofficial 
emissions were recognized by the authorities 
as valid for the prepayment of postage, and 
consequently such stamps did duty, not only 
on local letters, but on correspondence be- 
tween one city and another, and even between 
the States and some of our colonies. They 
therefore take rank between the issues of 
private persons or companies and fully 
authorised governmental issues, and were as 
follows : — 

New York Post Offiee, — Portrait of Wash- 
ington in oval, post office above, five 
CENTS below, NEW YORK in upper angles. 
Blk. imp., large rect, 

5 cents black. 

Providence Rhode Island Post Office, — In- 
scription, puov. R. I. crossing a transverse 
oval, with POST office above and value below 
in curved lines, the whole enclosed in a 
rectangular scrolled frame. Blk. imp., rect. 

5 cents black. 
10 
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8t, Louis Post Office. — Device supported 
by bears. Inscription, saint louis post 
OFFICE. Blk. imp., rect. 

10 cents black. 

The best-known of the group is the New 
York Post Office, of which genuine obliterated 
specimens are easily obtainable. Their com- 
paratively limited circulation is evidenced 
by the fact, that the cancellations are, as we 
believe, uniformly made with pen and ink. 
The Rhode Island stamps are much rarer. 
Reprints of the pair are sold, the plates hav- 
ing, it is reported, been purchased from the 
office at a high price, by a New York dealer. 
We have seen entire sheets of these reprints, 
and they may, so far as we know, be what 
they profess to be. We have no means of 
comparing them at present with undoubted 
originals, but cannot help noticing the differ- 
ence, not only in the details of engraving, 
but in size, between the two stamps, the ten 
cent being better drawn, and considerably 
smaller. The St. Louis we cannot describe 
from sight, having, unfortunately, never been 
able to get even a glance at one. Neither 
this nor the Providence stamp is figured or 
described in Moena' valuable Illustrations, 
thoagh others, whose existence b» genuine, 
working stamps is far less authenticated, 
find place in it. 

The New York stamp is distinguishable, 
even amongst the emissions of the United 
States, for its rare beauty 'of engraving. It 
was produced by Messrs. Rawdon, Wright, 
Hatch, & Edson, and spurious proofs in 
several colours are now offered for sale. 

Whilst on the subject of these preliminary 
stamps, we may note that one is said to have 
been prepared and issued by the postmaster of 
Brattleboro, Verm out, in 1848. The occasion 
for its emission being the exhaustion of the 
stock of government five-cent stamps, and 
the postmaster's preference for an adhesive 
label of some sort or other, over the hand- 
stamped words 'paid five cents,' as evidence 
of prepayment. As, however, this impression 
was but recently discovered, some further 
proof of its authenticity is requisite before it 
can take rank as a duly accredited postage 
stamp. 

It was not until the 3rd of March, 1 847, 
that the Act of Congress was passed which 



authorised the use of postage stamps, and 
shortly afterwards two were emitted : 
^ 5 cents, brown on grey, 
10 „ black on blue. 

The design was a portrait in oval, with 
POST OFFICE above, u. s, in the upper cor- 
ners, the value in words in a curve beneath 
the oval, and a numeral (Arabic in the five 
cent, Roman in the 10 cent) 'denoting 
the value in the lower comers. The portraits 
chosen for representation were those of 
Franklin (on the former) and Washington 
(on the latter). They are excellently en- 
graved; the manufecturers of the I^ew 
York stamps having been employed for 
their production ; the initials of the firm 
E. w, H. AND E. will be found in the lower 
margin of both values. Very fine proofs 
of both in their normal colours, on white 
paper, exist, but they are probably of recent 
origin. 

These stamps respectively prepaid the sin- 
gle rate for distances under and over 3000 
miles, as settled by the act of 1845, and they 
sufficed for the requirements of correspond- 
ence under the new system, which, though 
based on the principles adopted in European 
countries, was, and still is restricted in its 
benefit by the non-delivery of letters, except 
for an extra fee. 

The rates at first adopted were not exor- 
bitant, when the long distances are taken 
into consideration, but in 1851 it was resolved 
to reduce them to three cents for letters under 
three thousand miles if ^prepaid, whilst if Tiot 
prepaid^e old rat« of five cenfewas collected.* 
The reduction thus made was a wise one, and 
greatly increased the correspondence. The 
rates have not since been lowered, because 
under the present system any further lower- 
ing would cause a greater loss than is at 
present suffered, and moreover for such long 
distances the charge of three cents is com- 
paratively JBW low as our penny, as Anthony 
Trollope conclusively -shows in a passage we 
cannot forbear extracting.f 

When we compare oiirsclveB to them, we must remem- 
ber that we live m a tea-cup, and they in a washing-tub. 
As compared with them, we inhabit towns which are close 
to each other. Our distances, as compared with theirs, 
are nothing. From Ijondon to Livei-pool the line of rail- 

♦ The Stamps Collector^ 8 Mnqazine^ vol. i., p. 165. 
t North America, vol. ii., pp. 375-6. 
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way traverses about two hundred miles, but the mail-train 
which conveys the bags for Liverpool, carries the corres- 
pondence of probably four or five millions of persons. 
The mail-train from New York to Buffalo passes over 
about four hundred miles, and on its route serves not one 
million. A comparison of this kind might be made with 
the same effect between any of our great internal mail 
routesy-and any of theirs. Consequently, the expense of 
conveyance to them is, per letter, very much greater than 
us, and the American Post-oflice is, as a matter of necessity, 
driven to an economy in the use of railways for the post- 
office service, which we are not called on to practice. 
From New York to Chicago is nearly 1000 miles. From 
New York to St. Louis is over 1600 miles. I need not 
say that in England we know nothing of such distances, 
and that therefore our task has been comparatively easy. 
Nevertheless the States have followed in our track, and 
have taken advantage of Sir Rowland Hill's wise audacity 
in the reduction of postage with greater quickness than 
any otfaEer nation, except our own. Through all the states 
letters pass for three cents over a distance less than 3000 
miles. For distances above 3000 miles the rate is ten 
cents or five pence. This increased rate has special refer- 
ence to the mails for California, which are carried daily 
across the whole continent at a cost to the United States 
government of two hundred thousand pouuds a year. 

In coDsequence of the alteration in the 
rates, three new stamps were issued : 

1 cent, blue. 

3 „ red. 

12 „ black. 

The devices of these stamps are too well 
known to need description. We need only 
say that they bore respectively the heads of 
Franklin (on the lower value) and WashiDg- 
ton (on the two higher). The engravers of 
these stamps, which formed the vanguard of 
a new series, were Messrs. Toppan, Carpen- 
ter, & Co., and the change of manufacture 
is evident from the different style and general 
inferiority of design. The one-cent is not 
free in its outlines, and the portrait is much 
too large for its surroundings ; the bust on 
. the three-cent looks naked and gaunt, the 
comer stars are petty, and the inscriptions 
are not bold enough; the twelve-cent, the 
best of the three, is also disfigured by multi- 
rayed comer stars, which merely show the 
skill of the engraver in directing the action 
of certain geometrical machines. 

The use of the three-cent stamp has been 
already explained ; the twelve-cent was no 
donbt for heavy or foreign letters ; the one- 
cent paid the charge for carriage of local 
letters from one district of a city to another, 
bat not the charge for delivery, which was 
an additional cent. The evil effect of this 
charge, which still exists, in reskncting cor- 



respondence, is dwelt on with much force by 
Mr. Trollope, in the course of his review of 
the United States Post-oflBce. His remarks 
on this portion of his subject we have ah'cady 
extracted in a previous volume, to which we 
must refer our readers.* 

It was, we believe, in the year 1851, that 
a small oblong stamp was issued, bearing an 
eagle on a branch, in an oval inscribed u. s. 

p. 0. DESPATCH. PREPAID OKE CENT. This 

stamp was, as we understand, placed by the 
senders on letters dropped into the govern- 
ment letter-boxes, which w^ere set up in all 
the principal towns in opposition to the local 
posts, which previously derived a portion of 
their income from the charges levied on 
letters put into tJieir boxes for delivery at the 
central post-office. We are aware that 
another use is ascribed to these stamps, and 
also another date of issue. If we are wrong, 
we shall submit to correction from our better- 
informed American friends, only quoting as 
our authority Mr. Lesley's statement on the 
point. 

The emission of the one and twelve-cent 
stamps did not affect the usefulness of the 
five and ten-cent of 1847, which remained 
in use, the former until 1856, and the latter 
until 1855, and no new issue of adhesives took 
place between 1851 and 1855 ; but in 1852 
Congress authorised the emission of stamped 
envelopes, which appeared, according to M. 
Moens — whose generally correct chronology 
respecting these stamps rendershim a reliable 
guide — in 1853. 

The following is his statement of the order 
in which they appeared : 

July 1, 1853, 3 cents, red. 

Aug. 1, „ 6 „ green. 

Oct. 17, „ 6 „ red. 
It was not until April 2, 1855, that the 
10 cents, green, 
was issued. Each value was simultaneously 
issued on white and on buff paper, and there 
are two varieties of the ten cents, caused by the 
cutting of the embossed work in the border, 
leaving more or less space at the top. The 
design is extremely simple, and rather 
roughly carried out; it is not worthy of the 
producing country, but is at any rate supe- 

* ^te 5(fl»»»p-C'oWcc<or'« Magazine^ vol. iii., p. 52. 
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rior to the issue whicli followed. All the 
United States envelopes were engraved by 
Messrs. Nesbitt & Co., of New York. 

In order of date the following adhesives 
come next : 

May 4, 1855, 5 cents, brown. 
Jan. 5, 1856, 10 „ green. 

These stamps were mnch superior in de- 
sign to those issued in 1851. The head of 
Jefferson on the five-cent is splendidly en- 
graved; and the engine-turned border has a 
capital effect. The frame of the ten-cent is 
likewise well conceived, the emblematic stars 
relieve the arch, and the Roman numerals in 
the upper corners, suggested perhaps by the 
old ten-cent stamp, appear appropriate. 

The new comers, like their predecessors, 
were unperforated, but in September, 1857, 
the five values were issued perforated, but 
unchanged in colour. 

The series was completed Tby the emission, 
in ] 860, of three high values, perforated. 
July 18, 24 cents, lilac. 
Aug. 2, 30 „ orange. 
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blue. 



Each of these shows a different style of 
design. The twenty-four cent has a very 
fine reticulated border ; the thirty-cent con- 
tains heraldic shields in the comers, and 
spears form the side lines, the border being 
filled in with scroll work ; the ninety-cent, 
decidedly the finest of the series, bears an 
excellent portrait in a frame severely simple, 
in which the inscriptions are properly con- 
spicuous. The colours of these stamps were 
well chosen to show off their distinctive 
merits, the richness of. the orange being 
especially remarkable. 

Very shortly after the emission of these 
stamps, on the 10th of Sept., 1860, five new 
envelopes made their appeamce : 
1 cent, blue. 

3 „ red. 

4 „ blue and red. 
6 „ red. 

10 „ green. 
With the exception of the one-cent, these, 
like their predecessors, were printed on both 
yellow and white paper. The one-cent is 
only found on the latter when, in conjunction 
with the three-cent, it forms the compound 
value, four cents. The design of these 



10 
12 
20 

24 



stamps is rough, though the bust is well cut, 
and, as in the primary issues, the two values, 
three and six cents, are both the same 
colour — an arrangement we should have 
thought, tending to conftision. We are not 
certain as to the use of the four cent, but it 
was probably issued for the convenience of 
senders of letters who wished to prepay the 
delivery fee, as well as the charge for transit 
of a single letter. The experiment was ap- 
parently not found to answer, for the value 
was not repeated in the succeeding series. 

The reasons, hereinafter detailed, for the 
supercession of the adhesives in use in 1860, 
probably operated, in combination with the 
obvious ungracefulness of the envelopes we 
have just noticed, to cause their suppression 
and the emission, in July, 1861, of a new 
series of superior merit, consistiiig of the 
following values : 
3 c. rose on white and buff paper. 
6 „ rose „ „ 

green „ „ 

brown and red on light-yellow paper. 

blue and red 

green and red 
40 „ black and red 
The two lowest values, differing from the rest 
in design, bore the bust of Washington in 
an oval, with a broad border containing 
an inscription, the ouilitiss of the letters in 
which were in relief, as also was a numeral 
at the sideStf The 3 c. was issued (in 1863, 
according to Moens) on blue paper, the im- 
pression being made on an entire sheet of 
letter paper so folded as to form its own 
wrapper. Complete specimens are rare, as 
also are the proofs of this valae which have 
been struck in yellow and brown. 

The higher values have a decidedly hand- 
some appearance. They may not take rank 
with the fine productions of De la Rue & 
Co., but they are a considerable step in ad- 
vance on the preceding series. In the 
employment of two colours they are unique, 
and we regret it has been thought necessary 
to supersede them by the existing set. It is 
hardly necessary to say that they all bear the 
bust of Washington in excellent relief. 
Being printed from two dies, some speci- 
mens of the higher values show the red 
portions overlapping the other colour, This 
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series, in common with the other United 
States envelopes, was printed on laid paper, 
watermarked with the letters u. s. p. 0. D. 
(United States Post-office Department). 

Returning again to the adhesives, it will 
probably surprise many of our readers to 
learn that the series of 1861, now current 
in the United States, was issued in conse- 
quence of the rebellion which then occurred. 
The postmaster-general deemed it expedient 
to change the design, probably to prevent 
the then current stamps, of which a large 
quantity were in the hands of Southern 
postmasters, from being surreptitiously used 
for postage or tendered as money. The issue 
of 1851-00 ceased to be legal tender on the 
emission of the new series, which, in its 
main features, resembled its predecessor, and 
consisted of the following values and colours, 
all perforated : 

1 c. blue. 
8 „ red. 

brown, 
green, 
black. 
24 „ lilac. 
80 „ orange. 
90 „ blue. 

The alterations made in the design were 
of unequal merit. The 1 c. was much im- 
proved ; the 8 c, on the whole, rather worse ; 
the 5 c, though satisfactory, by no means 
equal to the former one ; the 10 c, likewise 
a deterioration, the border being crowded 
with stars; the 12 c. much superior; the 
24 c, ineffective ; the 80 c, poorer in colour, 
but more tasteful in design ; and the 90 c, 
a good second to its predecessor. The 6 c. 
wus first issued a yellowish-brown, and in 
March, 1862, the hue was changed to dark- 
brown, which it still remains. The 8 c. is 
frequently found of a dingy colour, and 
specimens of the 24 c. in black are known. 
It is said that a sheet of the latter acciden- 
tally printed in that colour, was allowed to 
go into circulation, and we ourselves remem- 
ber taking a black specimen of the 24 c. off 
a newly-arrived Californian letter. 

The 1 c. blue only remained in currency 
until 1868. In the spring of that year the 
government raised the charge for drop 
letters from one to two cents, and issued the 



black stamp of that value wherewith to pre- 
pay the advanced rate. Every collector 
knows that grotesque stamp, consisting of 
head et prosterea nihil, and representing * Old 
Hickory' — the defender of New Orleans 
against * the Britishers ' — as he appeared in 
his seventh age. Proofs of this stamp, says 
Mr. James Chute, to whom we are indebted 
for several of the foregoing facts, were struck 
off in orange, red, green, lilac, blue, drab, slate, 
and yellow, but these proofs were not issued 
by the company. A boy in its employ 
having gained access to the plate and press 
took advantage of the opportunity to print 
off a large number of sheets in these colours 
without the knowledge or authority of the 
company. He disposed of them at a good 
price to dealers, but the * National,* with the 
aid of a detective, succeeded in procuring 
from the dealers most of the proofs thus 
purchased. This is our correspondent's 
account, but for our own part, we are certain 
that a considerable number must have es- 
caped detection, as they were at one time 
common enough in this country. 

Contemporaneously with the 2 c. adhesive, 
an envelope of the same value and colour 
was issued, with the head of Jackson on the 
centre, and inscribed above u. s. postage. 
It was impressed on coarse brown newspaper 
wrappers, as well as on straw, yellow, and 
buff-coloured envelopes, but never on white. 

In December, 1864, appeared a fresh pair 
of envelopes — 

8 0. rose. 

They both resembled and differed from the 
previous issue, having the entire letter instead 
of the outlines raised, the border wider, and 
the inscription and figures bolder. The 2 c. 
black, about the same time, underwent a 
variation, the inscription, u. s. postage, being 
curtailed to U. S. post. Proofs of the latter 
variety, which is now current, exist in burnt- 
sienna and in lilac on buff. 

Our task is drawing to a close. Continu- 
ing our li^t, we have to notice the emission, 
in 1865, of the adhesive 

15 c. black, 
conspicuous for its very exact portrait of 
Lincoln its gracefulness of design, and its 
approYjj^iatenesB of colour. It is employed to 
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prepay the single rate of postage to states in 
the German postal union, Prussia, Austria, 
and Prance. Following this are the three 
large newspaper stamps. 

5 c. blue. 



10 



» 



green. 
25 „ red. 
These are magnificent specimens of en- 
graving which every collector should possess 
on account of their intrinsic merit as works 
of art, if for no other reason. They are not 
identical in design, the Washington bust 
being contained in a circle on the 5 c. ; 
the Pranklin in an oval on the 10 c. ; and 
the Lincoln in an octagon on the 25 c. The 
busts on the higher values are also consider- 
ably larger, and the machine-turned network 
and border ornaments are quite different in 
each stamp. The colours are rich and well 
laid on, and the perforations small and neat. 
Proofs exist of the 5 c. in indigo, the 10 c. 
in brown and blue, and the 25 c. in green, 
and are of great rarity. 

We conclude our examination of these 
stamps with a list of the current envelopes 
which appeared in 1865-1866. 

3 cents brown on white and buff. 



6 
9 
12 
18 
24 
30 
40 



» 



i7 



» 






» 



V 



» 



mauve „ 

yellow on buff. 

brown 

red 

blue 

green 

rose 
It will be observed that this list includes 
three new values — 9 c, 18 c, and 30 c, and 
it is expected that a 15 c. envelope will also 
be issued. The colours of some of the newly- 
issued stamps are very ineffective, and our 
correspondent expresses the hope that they 
may be supplanted by a series which shall 
excel in beauty the far-famed Cingalese, 
but the contract for the manufacture must 
be transferred to some other house before 
such hopes can be gratified. 

AN AMERICAN HOAX. 

We have received from a Boston correspond- 
ent a pair of ' designs ' for stamps, said to 
have been produced by Messrs. Perkins, 
* Bacon, & Co., of London. They are on card , 



and bear in characters printed with a pen, 

DRAWN AND ENGRAVED BY PERKINS, BACON, AND 

CO., LONDON. The one purports to be a 
penny stamp designed for St. Klitts, the 
other, of the like value, for British Hon- 
duras. 

They, at first, puzzled us much; parts were 
familiar and parts novel to our eye; and 
till we recollected the history of Bamum's 
famous mermaid, we were somewhat at a 
loss. This tale of fabrication, however, of 
the cute Yankee showman has been equalled 
by the person who has concocted this pre- 
cious pair of 'designs.' We will dissect 
them, and expose the modiis operandi adopted 
by the ' designer.' 

The soUdlsant St. Elitts design is thus made. 
Cut the circular central part containing the 
Queen's head out of a new fourpenny South 
Australian stamp, turn it to a black colour, 
paste this on a piece of card, draw round it 
with India ink a scroll-like border, and put 
ST. KiTTS above, value beneath, and the name 
of a respectable firm as producers in the 
comer. 

The British Honduras is, if possible, still 
more mendacious. Gut out the Queen's head 
of the five-shilling purple New South Wales 
stamp, reduce its size by clipping the neck, 
by acids discharge the purple and cause it to 
assume a black colour, paste this on a dead- 
black oval surrounded by white paper cut 
into the shape of a garter, inscribed British 
HONDURAS, ONE PENNY, and mouut the whole 
on a plain rectangular engine-turned ground 
of no particular pattern. AflBx this to a bit 
of card, and, as in the former recipe, annex 
the name of the firm of engravers upon 
which it is desired to father the production. 
We have deemed it our duty thus to dissect 
this pair of pretenders ; and we may add, we 
do not for an instant believe Messrs. Perkins, 
Bacon, & Co. would countenance the bare- 
faced imposture intended. 

The design, in the former case, if design it 
can be called, is due to the American Bank 
Note Company ; and, in the latter, to Messrs. 
De la Rue & Co., who produced the !New 
South Wales five-shilling die, and also the 
dies of the British Honduras stamps. 

It is very evident that some one on the 
other side of the Atlantic has, for motiveai 
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into wliich we do not care to inquire, been 
attempting an imposition, and we have great 
satisfaction in giving such publicity to the 
matter, as will, we trust, effectually prevent 
any of our readers being induced to part 
with their money under a mistaken idea of 
what they are obtaining. 

THE SECOND ISSUE OF WURTEM^ 

BURG. 

BY EDWARD L. P£MBEET0N. 

To the collectors of the French school, the 
individuals coming under my somewhat 
comprehensive title, often afford much 
trouble, their coloui*s are so diverse, yet 
their appearance so similar, it is not easy to 
arrauge a number of them, without any 
other guide than existing lists. The design 
(so well known, I almost feel apologetic in 
enumerating its details) is two stags sup- 
porting a shield, embossed in slight relief 
upon a ground of waved lines forming a 
chain-like pattern, within a square frame, 
lettered fbeimakke above, and value in 
KBEUZER on the other sides, and with a small 
star in each angle. The stamp is square, 
and the paper woven and unwatermarked ; 
the series into which the French school di- 
vide them are six in number, to wit, 
With silk threads running through the 

paper, not perforated. 
Without threads, unperforated. 
Without threads, perforated by machine, 

18 by 18. 
Without threads, perforated by machine, 

12 by 12. 
Without threads, perforated by machine, 

12 by 12. 
The colours of each value altered without 

threads, roulette perforation. 
This really seems a very complicated and 
formidable lot to undertake to arrange and 
describe, but, like all the countries whose 
stamps are so confusing, the arrangement 
appears very simple and very easy when 
done. Few countries show us better the 
importance of correct and due appreciation 
of the points on which the French school so 
dilate, and which those who are not with 
them (consequently are against them) at- 
tempt to ignore and ridicule. However, we 
could challenge any collector of the * oppo- 



sition ' to produce an accurate arrangement ' 
which is not based on the principles we 
follow, and this does not simply refer to the 
stamps of Wurtemburg, but to those with 
such hecatombs of varieties as the New 
Zealanders, which it has been my privilege 
to be the first to describe minutely in any 
English periodical. 

That this system of arrangement entails 
much extra expense I quite deny, and did 
such ensue, I think that those who have the 
time must have a pleasure in properly 
arranging their possessions, and in 'rum- 
maging' (which conveys the exact meaning 
of the process) in old albums for varieties 
essential to a series properly classified, but 
which were discarded in arranging by Lallier, 
et Jioc, &c. 

When I think of the biting sarcasms of 
the North American stamp papers, at my 
languishing for a Belgian 13 by 15 dents, I 
feel I am bold in offering so strong a list as 
the following based principally upon perfo- 
rations; they have minds which soar with 
, the eagle, and they probably feel * eagler * 
I (an adjective of A. Ward's) in not noticing 
these trifling distinctions. Many think these 
better worth the space devoted to theroj 
than that given to the feeble romances which 
adorn the pages of so many of the smaller 
fry of stamp publications ; however I must 
brave their wrath, and trust they may be 
merciful in their strength. 

All collectors who take my list may rely 
! upon its scrupulous accuracy, as there is not 
; a stamp in it which cannot be produced. 

I WURTEMBURG. ARMS. 

I. With silk thread, not perforated. 
1 kr. dark-brown, pale-brown. 
3 „ pale-orange, deep-orange. 
6 „ yellow-green, pale-green, dark- 
green. 

9 „ pale-rose, dark bright-rose. 
18 „ pale-blue. 

II. No threads, not perforated. 
1 kr. brown, dark-brown. 
3 „ pale-orange, deep-orange. 
6 „ pale yellow-green, dark-green. 
9 „ bright-rose. 

18 „ dark-blue. 

III. No threads, perforated by machine, 
18 by 18. 



56 



THE BTAMP-COLLEOrOR'S MAGAZINE. [Apbil 1, 1867. 



1 kr. dork-bistre, dark-brown. 
3 „ ptde-orange, dark-orange. 
6 „ greeo, dark-greea. 
d „ d all parplisb-rose, deep bright-rose. 
18 „ dark-bine. 

IV. No threads, perforated 12 by 12. 
1 kr. dark-brown, black-browo. 
3 „ orange. 

6 „ green, 

9 „ dnll pnrpliBh-rose, darker (ban III. 

§ Thero ia no 18 kr. of this series. 

V. No threads, perforated 12 by 12, 

1 kr. pale-green, green, dark-green. 
3 „ rose, deep bright-rose. 
6 „ bine, dark-bine. 
9 „ pale-bistre, yellowish-bistre, pale- 
brown, black-brown. 
18 „ orange. 

VI. No threads, perforated by roulette, 
1 kr. pale-green. 

3 „ pale-rose. 
G „ bine. 
9 „ bistre. 

HEWLT-ISSUBD OB INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

We have this month to chronicle a nnmber 

of minor changes, and the emission of one 

new series of considerable merit. 

New Giunada. — We cannot do better than 
bill of fare with the piece de 
esUliince afforded by the new 
emission for this country. M. 
i considei-s the froqnent 
I issues which take place as the 
: indirect consequence of the 
frequent changes which are 
made in the staff of the Co- 
lombian post-office — changes 
which, combined with the irregularity of 
delivery and the general disorder in that 
department, have pretty nearly destroyed the 
confidence of the public ii "" ' 

Bat, whatever bo the cause 
that each fresh adminis- 
trator characterises hia ac- 
cession to office by the 
emission of a new series of 
stamps, or, as in Spain, that 
a short currency is necessary 
in order that local forgers 
may be balked in their at- 



commence c 





tempt to pnss oS imitations, most philate- 
lists r^oice in the a(^>eaninee of each new 
issue. We say nxwl, for Uiere are no donbt 
some who, complaining from opposite pointn, 
view the successive apparititms with dismay. 
Possessors of IfiUier's or Moons' album 
whose Granadine pages are, Inckily for 
thorn, well filled with specimens of the older 
issues, and who have no room for a crowd of 
novelties; and possessors of the same albmna 
whose Granadine pages present a bo^arly 
array of empty spaces which they deiriro tn 
till, in preference to obtaining new issoes for 
which there are no appointed sqoares, will 
join in reprobating the an- 
thorities for, as thuy will 
deem, nnnecessarily mnlti- 
plying postal labels. In 
sober earnestness — to ase a 
cant leading-article expres- 
sion — it is quite time for 
M. Lallier te commerce tbe 
Jib promised snpplementaiy leaves, 
the need for which is demonstrated by each 
succeeding emission. 

Onr sympathy for the deserving has led us 
into digression, whence we must novir return 
to onr stamps. The values and colours aro 
as follows : — 

5 cents, orange. 
10 „ lilac. 

20 „ blue, 
&0 „ green. 
1 peso vermilion. 
The colours of Xhe last issue are adopted for 
the present, but as will be 
seen by the subjoined cuts, 
the designs are widely dif- ■ 
ferent, wanting neither 
merit nor peculiarity. The 
lowest value is, in shape, a 
reminiscence of the fifth 



and sisth si 



I, and is the 



only one which contains the 
usual Colombian stamp inscription, IE. nu. 
DE COLOMBIA coBREos NACiONiiiEs, in ite en- 
tirety. It will be observed that in all the 
higher values Naoionalee is shortened into 
HALES., a horizontal hne in the 10 c. indteat- 
ing the abbreviation. Similarly the wAHb 
JEgiadog JJnidoB are indifferently ■■sKft^ 
sented by ee, tjh. on the 10 c, E* D* oa-tte 
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20 c. and I peso, and e. u. 
OD the 50 c^ the exigencies 
of the design regahting the 
namber of letters. The de- 
signs are of oonsiderftble 
bmnty, and their effect is 
not lessened by impression 
in weak or dingy colonrs. 
The 1 peso especially is remariiame lur lU 
boldness of ontline, resembling in this par- 
ticular the works of the far-famed New 
York companies. On thia last- named 
stamp the motto of the repnhlic, lirertad t 
ORDEM, is plainly visible. These new stamps 
ID no way interfere with the currency of tlie 
existing sobrb forte, or registration stamps, 
or the lithographed vignettes. 

Concerning the email 10 c. stamp de- 
scribed last month, we have received the 
following interesting commnoication from 
an experienced collector. 

'In this month's nnmber, page 41, yon de- 
scribed a email stamp of New Granada. This 
yon seem to speak of as new, bnt this is far 
from being the case. I have had a specimen 
more than three years. At that time I paid 
some attention to receipt stamps of all kinds, 
and this waa sent me with a lot of old receipt 
stamps of New Granada as beinyone; but 
from the inscription this obviously is not the 
case. I am sorry I can tell no more abont 
it, I never anw it described before ; my own 
opinion of it is, that it ia one of the first (if 
not the first) ieenes, and probably from its 
small size, being fonnd inconvenient, waa 
quickly withdrawn. I believe them to be 
very rare, as I never saw bnt the one I have, 
which, by the way, is obliterated by a few 
strokes, as we find many in the first issue.' 

PoBTuoiL. — We nnderatand that the new 
50 r. green and 100 r. lilac have appeared. 

Prussia.— The new 10 and 30s.gr. stamps 
arc nsed by the postal officials, and are not 
issued to the public. We have before stated 
that they aro printed on gold-beater's skin, 
and wp may add that they are manufactured 
on the principles of the French self-cancel- 
ling stamps, invented a couple of years. On 
the removal of the stamp, or rather skin, 
the paper on which it has been fixed retains 
the impression and the skin comes away 
blank. We, therefore, cantion our Mends 



against attempting to take off their used 
specimens from the paper to which they are 
stack. We would also take occasion to 
warn them against being imposed on by 
apparent varieties of these stamps on bine 
and 4)n white, as, in fact, the difierence in 
appearance h simply cansed by the cukmr of 
the paper whereon the transparent stamps 
are placed showing through, and giving a 
tinm to the colour. 

IriLT. — We notice only to discredit the 
mmour that the government of Italy pur- 
poses withdrawing the entire present seriea 
from currency, and Bub.stituting for it a 
ludicrous design consisting of a hash-up of 
the arms of Milan, Naples, Parma, Modena, 
Florence, and Venice, the Tuscan lion, the 
Savoy cross, and a star of no particniar im- 
portance. The reason for the change being 
the desire of the authorities to give the 
preference to an Italian work of art. The 
finance minister would probably have a word 
to say on such a proposal, were it to bo 
made at the present time, 

ScHLEswro-HoLSTEiN, — The demise of the 
stamps for this province has been postponed 
until the 1st of June, on which day, it is 
said, the emissions of the free cities will also 
be suppressed, their place being occupied by 
the Prussian labels. 

GnEAT Britain — Locals.— For the benefit 
of stamp collectors, as dis- 
tinguished from postage- 
stamp collectors, we an- 
nes an engraving of the 
lately-issued design for 
Glasgow. We have also to 
note the emission of a 
frank stamp by the Liver- 
pool Parcel Delivery. The 
name and address of the company, sur- 
tnonnted by the words fiunk siami', are in 
an arch above a number, and below is tho 
value, THREEPENCE. The stamp is printed in 
black on rose, and perforated. 

Akoentine Bepurlic. — We have had the 
chanceof inspecting a set of so-called 'essays' 
for this republic, received from Buenos 
Ajres, and said to have been submitted to 
the government there. They resemble the 
present series to much the same extent that 
an apo j^eaembleB a man. There are Utreo 
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values, corresponding in colour to those of 
the current stamps, and each bears a portrait 
in a differently pattermed framework. The 
portrait, which is not the same on the 5 c. 
as on the 10 c. and 15 c, is, we suppose, 
intended to represent Rivadavia, but the fea- 
tures on the 5 c. are rather those of a person 
reduced to a state of mild idiotcj by a too 
frequent worship at the shrine of Bacchus, 
than those of the man who laid the founda- 
tion of the present prosperity of the Argen- 
tine Republic, whilst on the 10 c. and 15 c. 
is portrayed a face, which from its mingled 
expression of cunning, ferocity, and ignor- 
atice, might be taken to be a representation 
of the ideal Fenian. 

Hamburg. — We have received from our 
correspondent in this city copies of the | 
schg. black, and 4 schg. green envelopes, 
watermarked with the Hamburg arms — a 
castle with three towers. The watermark is 
very large and conspicuous, being in the 
centre, and occupying the entire width of the 
face of the envelope. The paper used is also 
of a closer texture, and the 4 schg. is printed 
a much lighter green. We are also inJbrmed 
that the IJ schg. envelope and adhesive 
stamps, are no longer used. 

Luxembourg.^ — ^We haveoflBcial intelligence 
of the su ppression of the 2 c. black. The post- 
office has now in stock only 130 copies, which 
it offers to collectors at 10 centimes each ! 

Brazil. — The last specimens received of 
the 20 reis, are of quite a different colour 
from previous arrivals — a light reddish lilac. 

Germany. — Thurn and Taxis North. — The 
1 kr. envelope, which was at first printed 
pea-green, and then grass-green, is now a 
very deep chrome-green. Collectors whosef 
sets of stamps for this office are incomplete, 
should lose no time in obtaining such as they 
require, as the post-office will be closed, and 
the stamps suppressed on the 1st of July. 

South Australia. — ^We have to chronicle 
the emission for this colony of a fourpenny 
stamp. The design is a tolerably close copy 
of the 1 c. Nova Scotia — a somewhat humili- 
ating proof of the absence of originality on 
this side of the water. The new stamp is 
inferior to its model. It is altogether smaller, 
and the circle is, moreover, hai'dly large 
ent>ugh for the portrait, which, again, is less 



clearly eh graved than in the example, and is 
pla^ced on a background patterned like that 
of our own p^nny and twopenny stamps. 
Neither the border work nor the lettering 
is so clear or fine as in the American pro- 
duction, but the name certainly is much 
longer than Nova Scotia and some little 
crowding of the letters is excusable. The 
stamp is printed on porous laid paper, water- 
marked with a star ; and, we are informed, 
was issued to the public on the 24th January. 
We purpose giving an engraving of it next 
month, and may then also be able to give 
particulars concerning the new two-shilling 
stamp for this colony, which differs only in 
colour and value from the fourpence above 
described. 

United States. — ^Wells, Fargo, & Co. — 
An American correspondent has forwarded 
us a rare variety, previously unknown here, 
of the Wells, Fargo, & Co. newspaper stamps. 
It is engraved and printed in blue on white. 
The design consists of an oval with border 
inscribed one newspaper, over our California 
routes. Within is the name wells, fargo, 
& CO.' crossing the word paid in the centre, 
whence radiations are carried to the margin. 
The angles are filled in with ornaments. 

Belgium. — The new 2 centimes blue is 
now in circulation. 

Switzerland. — The new 60 c. stamp, deep 
mauve in colour, and identical in design 
with its predecessors, has made its appear- 
ance. The 10 c. and 30 c. stamps will shortly 
exchange colours, the former turning red, 
and the latter blue. The old colours will 
remain current for a time. The envelopes 
are still in 7iuhihus, 

Nevis. — The postmaster for this island 
has favoured us with specimens of the Id., 
4d., and Is., in their new colours. They are 
now respectively : 

Bright red, (Id). 
Orange, (4d). 
Sea-green, (Is). 

We should suppose, from various minute 
differences observable between the old and 
new issue, that the designs have been re- 
engraved. The colours are an improvement, 
particularly in the case of the Id. and 4d., 
though the former is much nearer in shade 
to the common forgery, than was its prede- 
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cessor. The new Btompe are printed on 
white paper, which also coDtribntos to im< 
prove their appearance. 

St. Domingo.— a half-real rose slaiop, of 

the design represented va The Staiiiji-Co!l<:c- 
tor's Magazine for November, 186ti, Ima been 
discovered. 

Ddtch East Indies — Le Timbropkile re- 
ports that a new series of six values ia to 
be emitted shortly for these possesGions, 
contemporaneously with a new series for the 
mother coantry. 

NOTES ON THE STAMPS OP 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

BY OVERT TirLOR. 

We have lately had facilities for examining 
a large nnmber of Western Anstralian 
sttimps, inclnding many specimens of the 
first issne, and now. 'lay before onr readera 
the result of onr observations: Bnppleracnted 
by facts vonehed for by French authorities. 

FIEST I33UE. 

The first emission consisted, we believe, of 
the fonr following valnea, — 

Twopence black on red paper. 

Fonrpenee blue on white paper. 

Sixpence bronae on yellowish paper. 

One Shilling dark-brown „ „ 

„ light-brown „ „ 

In the catalognes of Mount Brown and Lev- 
ranlt the penny black is included in this 
primary aeries, but this could have been only 
a conjecture, founded on the notion that a 
British colony, must from the commencement 
of its postal service, have had a penny stamp. 
We, onrselves, in the absence of definite in- 
formation, can only argne from probabilities, 
and they are mnch against the contempo- 
raneous issne of stamps, so widely differing 
in excellence and general characteristics as 
the penny black and twopence brick-red of 
Western Australia. The date of emission of 
the series we have no means of settling. In 
M. Maury's catalogne, 1854 is given, but we 
know not on what grounds, and we are in- 
clined to believe, ourselves, that a much later 
date shoald be assigned. It appears to ns 
unlikely that the twopence and sixpence 
woold be BO rare as they now are, had they 
been current from 1854 to I860 — a period of 



at least six years. Nor is it probable that a 
design so primitive would have been allowed 
to remain in circnlation for such a lengthened 
I period. Issues of such a character partake, 
I geoerally, of the nature of temporary ei- 
pedienta, being employed only for a short 
i time, and not unfi-equently only whilst a 
I better design is being executed. Again, it 
, appears to us improliable that stamps bo 
; unskilfully printed as the two we have named 
could have been in use for severs! years 
. without essential variations occurring in en- 
graving, colour, or paper, jot none have been 
discovered. Of the Sydneys many varieties 
are known, but all the early twopences and 
. sixpences of Western Australia are of one 
typo, and are printed on paper of one kind. 

■ We, therefore, think it more likely that the 

■ first issue was not in exclusire circulation 
' more than two years. We say exclusive, as 

■ —no formal supercession of the earlier 
I stamps having taken place — they are still 
le^ tender for postage, and a paragraph in 
; ' Postal Chit-Cbat,' some mootlis since (p. 14, 
vol. v.), bore wituess to the recent use of the 
octagonal fourpeQce. 

Taking now the stamps of the first series 
in detail, let ns begin with the — 

Twopence black on brick-red.* — The paper 
on which it is printed is 
a poor texture of laid. 
The red colouriug matter 
is ronghly laid on, hardly 
any two specimens show- 
ing precisely the same . 
consistency. The colour 
on many lies about in rough . blotohes, in- 
terspaced by untouched portions of the paper. 
It a^o varies considerably in depth, some of 
the copies which came under our notice being 
only tinged, whilst others are well covered 
with a rich strong red. In like manner the 
black impression is by no means of uniform 
depth, and at the best is not clear nor dark 
enough. Indeed, foreign catalogues describe 
the stkmp as grey or brown on red, but this 
uncertainty of shade arises from the acci- 
dental mingling of the black with the red 



• [Our engraver, confuBingHiiaduBign with that oftlw 
IntereerieB, haaintroduccda linnd ground, sndoinittfidUie 
weeds IVoni liva copy, thus deUuctiug CDDmdertkbl]' from it( 
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beneath, or from the red showing hp in 
portions of the stamp not properly OTerbtid 
with the black. These inequalities of colour 
are jnst what might be expected in stamps 
printed with indifferent appliances in a yoang 
colony. The only mM-k of care in their 
mannfactnrs ia the introdnction of the swan 
watermark, which perhaps may have been 
necessary as a safeguard against the forgery 
of such inartistic prodactions. We may, 
however, say, whilst on this point, that no 
watermark wo are acquainted with is more 
difficult of detection than that of tho stamp 
nnder notice. It is seldom discoverable, ex- 
cept by wetting the backs of the stamps and 
holding them up to the light, and not always 
then. 

The cancellations on the twopences are 
generally heavy, which, added to the fact 
that most copies were carelessly cut by their 
original employers, to the iiijnry of the de- 
sign, renders it no easy task to collectors to 
obtain perfect or even tolerably clean speci- 
mens for their albnms. We observe two 
T&rietiea of postmark on this stamp, in 
coturaon with the others of the colony ; one, 
a number enclosed in a oirole of a single 
line with short horizontal lines snrrotinding 
it ; the other, a nnmher in an oval consisting 
of four straight lines above and below, de- 
creasing in length outwards, and two curved 
lines at the side. 

■Sixpence bronie. — The paper on which 
this stamp is printed is of a ydlowish tinge. 
The design is rather better printed, though 
many specimens show in place of the bronae 
a black impression, the colour having pro- 
bably been rubbed off in course of time. 
1'he rough beauty of the device is better 
shown on this than on the other stamps, and 
in abearance it certainly seems more tmly 
representative of the new colony than the 
mathematically-beautiful stahips of the later 
series. The weedy solitude of the stream 
on which the swan doats brings to mind with 
greater force the uncultivated and hut half- 
civilieed region in which the stamps were 
current. 

Fourpenee bine on whif«. — This stamp is 
the commonest of the series, by reason of its 
having maintained an active existence long 
after its colleagues had become rarities. 



They were superannuated in 1860, bnt the 
fonrpence not (as we think) until 1864. It 
presents a slight advance in design on tho 
twopence and sixpence, tho reticulated back- 
ground having been added. It is also more 
uniformly printed, but, as might be supposed, 
its prolonged currency gave rise to some 
variations in colour. These differences 
render it probable, to our view, that this and 
the shilling stamp were issued at a later date 
thtui the twopence and sixpence. Having 
examined a considerable number, we find 
three shades distinctly marked ; viz., — light- 
blue, deep-bine, and dull slatish-blue. We 
were notfbrtnbate enough to find amongst 
our copies any denteU a la roulette, but have 
the authority of the French catalogues for 
declaring that such do exist. In addition to . 
the postmarks before described, wo have to 
notice one composed of a number in an oval 
formed of two lines above and three below, 
all very wide apart, and three at each side. 
This mark was printed in red. 

One Shilling brown. — Like the fourpence, 

this stamp remained in nse 

/ V until quite recently, and is 

Q S characterised by a reticu- 

1 3 latod ground. It is the only 

' oval stamp of .the aeries, 

and is frequently met with 
cut round — and spoilt. The vandalism, of 
collectors, some years since was remarkable. 
* The stamps, and nothing bnt the stamps,' 
appeared ki be their motto, and so many a 
fine Western Australian was mutilated. It 
would be preaching to the dead to remon- 
strate now, for, happily, most collectors at 
present recognize the fact that a stamp is 
entitled to as much of the surrounding paper 
as ia fairly necessary to exhibitits proportions. 
To refcorn : the colour of the shilling varies 
from light to deep-brown of a warm tint 
approaching almost to marone ; the paper is, 
like the sixpenny, toned with yellow, and the 
impressions are generally rather indistinct. 

SECOND SEEUES. I860. 

One penny black. 
Twopence vermihon. 

Sixpence green. 

The type foreshadowed by the fonrpetice 
blue appears complete for the first time in 
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this issue, and no alteration of design has 
fiince taken place. We have expressed oar 
own partiality for the rongb beantj of the 
primary senes, bat it is impossible to deny 
the considerable artistic merit which per- 
tains to the stamps ander notice. The design 
is well conceived and the details are clearly 
ezecated. The happily-chosen emblem, 
the swan, shows out distinctly npon the 
back-gronnd; the lettering, also, is plain 
and sabstantial, and the colours are well 
chosen. 

One Penny black. — The design of this 

stamp and of succeeding 
issues of the same value in 
different colours, varies a 
little from that of the other 
members of the same type. 
The difference is the con- 
tinuation of the reticulated 
ground into the inscribed border. It will be 
seen, on examination, behind the letters, 
whilst the border in all the rest is solid. 
This stamp is well printed on white paper, 
which, in many specimens, has acquired 
a yellowish tinge from the gum which 
was plentiftilly laid on. The postmarks are 
the same as those which appear on the two- 
pence brick-red, they are generally black 
impressions, but are occasionally found 
printed in red. 

Ttoopence orange. — This, the • commonest 
stamp of the three, is a brilliant one. The 
paper on which it is printed is thin, and we 
have had unused copies sent us which were 
nngummed. It must have had a longer cir- 
culation than either the penny or the sixpence. 
Variations of shade are noticeable in used 
copies, which may, however, have been 
caused subsequently to their having been 
printed. 

Sixpence green. — ^Is catalogued by Lev- 
rault as on paper of two colours, but so fsx 
as we have been able to observe, without 
reason. The difference lies in the colour of 
the impression itself, which in some is bluish, 
and in others yellowish-green. The bluish- 
green is the rarer of the two, and is found 
with a green postmark. Neither variety, 
however, is easily obtainable, and hence it 
was, presumably, in use for a shorter period. 
One reason, however, for the comparative 



scarcity of the old sixpenny stamp lies in the 
fact, that the greater number were employed 
to prepay letters to this or other countries 
-at a time when collecting did not receive 
much attention, and they were, therefore, 
scattered and destroyed. 

Bouletted specimens of each value of this 
second series exist, but are all of considerable 
rarity. We have a copy of the twopence 
thus marked, with the serrations close and 
sharply defined. 

THIRD SERIES. 1862. 

The year 1862 was chosen for the re- 
modelling of the postal issue, and for the 
emission of a new value. The series put 
forth in that year consisted of the following: 

One penny rose. 

Twopence blue. 

Sixpence marone. 

One shilling green. 
Mens. Maury gives the year 1862 as the 
date of issue of the fourpence vermilion, 
but we believe it did not appear until at 
least two years afWwards. The rare essay 
in rose may have been produced at the earlier 
date but the general currency of the first 
fourpence long after, seems to indicate that 
the stock then in hand induced the authori- 
ties to defer the issue of the new stamp. 
The new issue was perforated and the water- 
mark appears in it as in the previous issue. 
All the values are common; we need not, 
therefore, give them a lengthened individual 
notice. 

One penny rose. — This stamp was printed 
on paper of a yellowish tone, and vavied 
very much in shade, sometimes approaching 
closely the carmine-red of the next series. 

Tioopence blue. — Was more uniformly 
printed as to colour, but on paper some- 
times white, sometimes yellowish, and in 
some copies the colouring of the impression 
has spread into the paper and given it a 
bluish tinge. This is the commonest of all 
the Western Australian stamps. 

Sixpence purple-brown. — The colour of 
this stamp is very peculiar, and affords room 
for difference of opinion. Our own is indi- 
cated by the name we use. The description 
which -we tod in Mount Brown's and Dr* 
Gray'^ ^atalogaes is violet, Maury terms it 
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violet-brown; Mab6, black- violet ; Levranlty 
violet-roso ; and Moens, dark-violet. 

Oiie ShiUing green. — Tbe colonr of this 
value is a very pleasing green, varying eon- 
Biderably in sbade. 

To tbuBse^ to complete tbe series on swan- 
wat^maik:6d paper, we must add tbe 

Fourpence vermilion, 1864, 
wbicb had a comparatively sbort duration, 
and is remarkable cbiefly for tbe careless 
way in wbicb it was perforated. It is no 
easy matter to find a copy wbicb bas not 
tbe upper or lower inscription mutilated 
hj a line of punctures. , 

We cannot exactly &x tbe date but believe 
it was about tbe year 1863 tbat tbe hltis 
proofs of tbe fourpence were worked. Tbey 
were once rare, but are not so now ; a good 
many appear tp bave been struck, some of 
wbicb bave been used on letters. Tbe paper 
on wbicb tbese proofs were printed was also 
blue. 

Tbe issue we bave just reviewed was tbe 
last in wbicb tbe swan watermark was used, 
and all tbe stamps are perforated d. la machme. 

In 1864 tbe following emission took place. 

One penny carmine-red. 

Twopence deep-blue. 

Sixpence violet-purple and blue-purple. 

One shilling deep-green. 
Tbese stamps were without watermark, but 
whether the absence was accidental or not 
we cannot determine. We are inclined to 
sp^k charily of Western Australian water- 
marks, for you can seldom be sure tbat they 
are present in tbe stamps you examine, and 
yoi4 can seldom be sure that they are not. 
In this case we take M. Maury as our au- 
thority, behoving tbat be bas bestowed more 
atudy on these stamps than any other conti- 
nental authority. Tbe penny carmine-red 
was the only one of tbe three showing a 
change of colour, and this was accompanied 
by a change of paper — ^a thick porous kind 
being used, through which frequently much 
of tbe ink penetrated. Although tbe change 
in colour was marked by a change in paper 
and tbe disuse of watermark, our copies of 
tbe old penny rose lead us to believe that it 
was gradual, and, in some measure, accidental 
$18 the watermarked pennies vary from rose 
to carmine. Tbe twopence, and shilling are 



perforated a la machme^ but with very small 
perforations, so small indeed, as to have 
induced some to imag^e them to be made 
by the roulettes The green sixpence of 
Trinidad has an exactly similar perforation. 
We noay add that we have met with copies 
of tbe twopence orange, and sixpence yellow- 
green, of tbe second series, on nnwater- 
marked paper. 

FOURTH SERIES. 

In 1865 tbe current series was emitted, 
consisting of tbe following values, — 

One penny straw and ochre-brown. 

Twopence bright-yellow, orange. 

Fourpence carmine-rose. 

Sixpence bright-violet. 

One shilling green. 
Tbese are too well known to need detailed 
comment. Tbey are watermarked with the 
CO and crown, and form a very handsome 
series. 

We append a list of the proofs of tbese 
stamps known to us : 

FIRST SERIES. 

Fourpence octagon black. 
One Shilling oval black. 

SECOND SERIES. 

1860. One Penny rect. black, on India paper. 

Twopence blue, on India paper. 

Fourpence rose, on plain paper. 

„ blue on blue paper. 

Tbe paper of this last series is watermarked 

with the swan. 

Sixpence deep brown-purple on plain paper. 

Tbe fourpence rose is of tbe very highest 
rarity, but few copies are known. 

The dies of all except the first issue were 
produced in this country. 

The official puncture in the centre, dis- 
tinctive of the stamps used in tbe government 
offices, is found in all tbe varieties which 
have been issued for the colony, except, we 
believe, the first twopence and sixpence. 
Tbe plan of perforating stamps intended 
for official correspondence is a unique one, 
wbicb we should be glad to see supplanted 
by some contrivance which would leave the 
labels, themselves, uninjured. Tbey are 
worth keeping entire, for tbey are beautiful 
specimens of stamp engraving, of wbicb tbe 
philatelic world may well be proud. 
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POSTAL CHIT.C3HAT. 

Swiss Tblbgraphs. — A most important feature in the 
Swi« telegraphic' system, is the arrangement between the 
postal and telegraphic authorities, by which money -orders 
may be sent hy tetegraphj instead of post. — Times, 

The Minutlk op STAMPS.—TJnder this head, some 
months since, we noted the presence of certain microsco- 
pical inscriptions on the Victorian two-shilling stamps, and 
the sixpennies of the same type. Le Timbrepoate now calls 
attention to another puzzle for the eye. On the base of 
the neck of the portrait of the first la. and 4d. Tasmania, 
are to be found, by the sharp-sighted, the letters c. w. c, 
which, according to our Belgian contemporary, are the 
initials of the engraver, * C. W. Coard.' 

Postal Changes. — We are informed by a correspon- 
dent, that the Prussian stamps will supersede those of 
Thum and Taxis North, on the 1st of July of the present 
year; also that Saxony has ceded her postal rights to 
Prussia. At no distant date, as our correspondent re- 
marks, we shall be inundated with the stamps of the 
latter countir. A foreign journal gives the date of 
suppression of the Thum and Taxis stamps as June Ist, 
and adds, that at the same time the stamps of the free 
cities (Hamburg, Lubeck, and Bremen) will also be 
withdrawn from circulation, their place being occupied 
by the ubiquitous Prussians. 

The Indian Postal CHANOSs.~It was stated in the 
House of Commons last month, that there will shortly be 
a weddy mail to India, and that to meet the expected loss 
from the change, the postage of letters will be increased 
from sixpence to ninepenoe per half-ounce. Should this 
intention be carried out, our own ninepenny stamp will 
have a longer currency than was anticipatedf, whilst the 
new Indian stamp, value 6 annas 8 pice, will nardly come 
into use at all. Of course, the Australian mails will be 
undisturbed by this change, and the charge of tenpence 
per letter, via Marseilles, will continue to oe made. But 
what will be the rate for Indian letters, via Maraeillea ? 
If the cost of transit overland be fourpence per letter, a 
charge of thirteenpence per half-ounce must be made to 
coyer the expenses, or if the French office requires two^ 
thirds on the ordinary amount— which the present charge 
of tenpence actually is—then, pro-rata, that sum will Be 
increased to fifteenpence under the new regulations ; and 
in either case, a stamp must be issued representing the 
altered charge. 

Tbstebdat and To -DAT. — The other day, in the good 
times of the direction of M. Conte, forty mail coaches (each 
drawn by four horses) quitted Paris, at six in the evening, 
bearing with them the entire correspondence between the 
capital and the provinces. Each morning, likewise, be- 
tween the hours of four and five, forty mail coaches entered 
Paris, with all the letters from the country. The service 
was regular, rapid, and excellent. To-day, in place of 
the forty mail coaches, which traversed our streets at a 
smart troL and passed over our roads, twenty bureaux 
ambuiana leave Paris, behind as many locomotiyes ; and 
six officials in each bureau utilize the time occupied in the 
journey by sorting the letters, dividing the packets destined 
for towns on the route, and preparing in advance for the 
distribution. Each day, twenty other bureaux ambuiana 
(or travelling post-offices) arrive in Paris, with the nume- 
rous letters. &c., which flow in from all parts. Each 
train, slow, fast, or of middling speed, receives couriers 
charged with the conveyance, distribution, and reception 
of letters, which are thrown into the post after the de- 
pailure of the travelling office. — Revue dea deux Mondea. 

United States STAMPS.—The shading of the letters of 



these stamps is done by machinery ; and in this way also 
is executed the curious, complicated, and beautiful ground- 
work for the figures. Such is the accuracy and uniformity 
of the geometrical lathe- work and cycloidal ruling, that 
it is impossible to imitate them by hand. The production 
of these kce-like figures is the result of a mathematical 
problem worked out beforehand. So many turns of 
certain wheels will produce a certain figrure, which can be 
multiplied by the transferring process indefinitely. The 
machines are very complicated and expensive (though to 
one unacquainted with them they seem cheap and simple), 
and require great skill and experience in their manage- 
ment and operation. We were shown in this department 
a geometrical lathe, not twice as Urge as an ordinary 
sewing-machine, and less than half as uoiBy, which was 
three years in building, and cost about 10,000 dollars. 
These machines are never patented, as the secret of their 
construction is worth more than a patent ; and improve- 
ments and alterations are made from time to time ; while 
their great cost prohibits their coming into general or 
improper use. — American paper. 

Postage to the United States.— The official cor- 
respondence on this subjecthasbeen laid before Parliament. 
The result is, that the post-office of each country is to make 
its own arrangements for the despatch of its mails to the 
other, and receive the postage, the other country making 
no charge for delivering ; and after this year, the Cunard 
contract then expiring by notice given to that effect, the 
entire postage on a single international letter is to be 6d. 
if despatched from the United Kingdom, 12 c. from the 
United States* It is proposed that the diarge for tiirough 
territorial transit in closed mails be one-tenth of a penny 
per oz. of letters, and ner 10 oz. of newspapers, oooks, 
or patterns, for every 19 miles travelled ; of single letters. 
Id. or 2 c. for transit through either country. It was 
agreed to fix an earlier date than next New Year's day 
for a reduction of the rates charged on printed matter 
and patterns, and the territorial transit charges on closed- 
mails.—- Tmt*. [The new arrangement also includes the 
establishment of a book-post between the two countries. 
At present the United States only permits the transmission 
of registered newspapers and pamphlets not exceeding 
16 ozs. in weight, the latter at a high rate of postage. 
This prohibition has prevented the sending of English 
books to the United States, and its withdrawal will 
largely benefit English publishers.] 

Worth Registering.— The Bombay papers mention 
the transmission to England last mail, by letter-post, 
of the celebrated Sancy diamond, through Messrs. Forbes 
& Co., of Bombay. Although the story of the Sancy 
diamond is not so remarkable as those of some other 
historic gems, it is still sufficiently noteworthy. The 
diamond was found on the body of Charles the Bold, Duke 
of Burgundy, after his defeat in 1476, by the Swiss. It 
was purchased in 1479 by the King of Portugal, and teq 
years later it was sold by him to Nicholas de Baily, Baron 
de Sancy, from whom it derives it name. The Btfron de 
Sancy sent it as a present to the King of France, and the 
servant who had charge of the gift, being attacked by 
robbers, proved himself equal to the occasion, and swal- 
lowed the diamond. We must assume that his deoth 
speedily followed on this act of devotion, for, according to 
the story, the stone was found in his body. It afterwards 
came into the possession of James II., of England, by 
whom it was sold for £25,000 to Louis XIV. During the 
French Revolution, the Sancy diamond disappeared, but 
was afterwards recovered and purchased by Napoleon I., 
by whom it was afterwards sold to Prince Paul bemidoC 
It is valued at from £20,000 to £30,000, is pear shaped, 
and weig^ 63i carats,— PaW Mali Gazette* 
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COREESPONDENCB. 

A SUGGESTION TO, M. LALLIER. 
To ihe Editor of ' The Stamp-Collectoe*8 Magazine.* 

Sm, — May I be allowed to make a propoaition to 
M. LalUer, • whicli may come under his notiee (not 
knowing bis addrees, I write to you) ? It I0 that, as he 
wishes Xo make a permanent edition of his stamp album, 
it would be better if he would remodel his album up to the 
issues of the present time; and fffter every country 
leave a blank page for aay new issues, and after some 
countries two might be added; also, after England, 
America, Canada, &e., to leave several extra pages for bUl- 
stamps. I know several collectors who take in these 
stamps. My reason is, that as philately is progrescdng, 
and new stamps are issued eyery day almost, an album, 
sueh as the present edition, would soon be full ; and then 
there would be no room for tiie yearly issues of Spain and 
other countries. I shall be very glad if M. Lallier would 
adopt this suggestion. 

I renkain yours truly, 

IFwihinff. IOTA SUBSCRIPT. 



A TTEW STAMP CATALOGUE. 

To the Editor of * The Stamp-Collectok's Magazine.' 

Sir, — ^Two ef your correspondents having remarked 
upon the need of a reliable catalogue, embracing aH 
varieties of watormark^ perforations, &c., &c., I deter- 
mined upon trying what could be done towu^s the 
fulfilment of theif * great idea ; ' and to this end, I ^Tote 
to several weU-known philateHe literati^ soliciting any 
assistance they could give me, in nrepaiing articles for 
such a catalogue, and requesting to oe favoured with any 
ideas which might present themselves to their minds. I 
am happv to be able to say that I have so far been 
succesuul in my endeavours ; and hope soon to be able to 
bring before the stamp-collecting world the first number 
of wiiat I hope may prove to be a complete catalogue, 
adapted to eoliectors of every class. 
. The principal objeot, however, which I have in view, 
in writmg to you, is io request any collectors who may 
have any rare' varieties of stamps, which have not 
hitherto oeen catalogued, to favour me with a de** 
scription of them (when possible, with the stamps 
themselves), as also with any proposals they may have to 
make as regards the manner in which the proposed 
oatalogue should be brought out. I should be especially 
grateful to anyone who would afford me reliable in- 
formation as to the dates of issue of different stamps, 
accompanying such information, where possible, with 
some official notice ordering tiieir adoption, change in 
colour, in watermark, and in perforation; list of the 
monetary values of those countries whose coinage has given 
rise to any discussion amongst collectors — as in the case of 
the Montevideo currency ; and in the case of those stamps 
concerning which certain information can only he obtained 
fhmi resident collectors, my best thanks would be due to 
anyime supplying me with such information. 

I am afnad I have already occupied too much of your 
valuable space ; but the evident want of a new catalogue, 
especially for English collectors, of what has been most 
inappromiately turned the ^ French school,' must be my 
excuse lor so doing. 

Truly yours, 

5, Kensinffion Square, London, K. C. H. R. 

p^ wlah our eorrecpond^t eveiy auccMS in tb« vorldng out oC hit 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Collector. — "We can recommend Moens* Illustration^. 

H. E. J. — ^The first} issue of Papal States stamps took 
place on the 1st January, 1852. — We do not know what 
are the arms of Servia ; perhaps some of our readers can 
inform us. 

Beta, Oxon. — Your suggestion is a good one, which we 
thank you for, and shall take into consideration at the 
close of the year.' ' 

Braziliera, Liverpool. — The latest impressions of the 
old issue of Brazil were perforated ; the perforations, for 
machine- workjWere very ragged and untidy. 

E. E. H. — The black French republic has been re- 
printed ; and tiiiere are also two varieties of the originals, 
— the earlier on white, the later on yellowish paper. — The 
Swiss label you describe is a Zurich bill- stamp. — Wo 
return all stamps sent for inspection. 

H. £. J., Islington. — ^Your anecdote is rather old (1840)^ 
and hardly admissible now. 

C. D., London. — Your 10 s. gr. stamp is a Prussian one, 
emitted last year, and used by the postal officials for 
heavy letters and parcels sent through the poet. 

E., Liverpool. — Buenos Ayres is in the Argentine Re- 
pubUc; and the stamps of the Republic are, and havfe 
oeen for the last three years, in use there: hence the 
obliterating mark on your stamp. 

Inquirer. — Your stamp is one of the current Belgian 
series. 

X Y. Z., Worthing.^-^The differences between the 
Athens-printed and the Paris-printed 1 and 2 lepta are in 
the shade of colour, and in the details of engraving. — See 
SUtmp'-CoUeetor* » Magazine, vol. iv., p. 13. Both are 
without figures on the back. We should advise a re^ 
examination of your mecimens. 

Iota Subscript. — We have inserted your remarks on 
Lallier^s album in our correspondence column.-^-AU the St. 
Helena stamps, exoept the sixpence, the dies ibr whidi 
are employed in the production of the ^ provisionals,' have 
the original value obliterated, and the fresh one printed 
above. — The English returned letter post-office stamps^ 
mentioned in Lallier, are the embossed stamps on tne 
fiaps of the official envelopes, used for the return of un- 
delivered letters, or for tiie public correspondence. 

NoTA, Bury, Lane. — ^The new Bavarian stamps with 
anns are all actually in use, and the previous issue is 
now obsolete. 

J. A. B., Wokingham. — ^Yonr engraving is a copy of 
the first issue for New South Wales, generally known as 
the Sydoev stamps.— The Paraguayan essay, catalogued 
by Mount Brown, is printed in ten colours. Tliere are 
no stamps for tbat country, unless the design figuredin our 
No. 37 is aotuallv in use. M. Moens has stated it to be 
a fabrication. . We, on the other hand, have received a 
specimen from Buenos Ayres, purporting to be used, hut 
only cancelled vrith an indistinot blotchy and we are with- 
out evidence of its genuineness. 

Dudley, London. — ^Your French railway receipt stamp 
is one on wMch we have no definite information ; but we 
believe it is affixed to the railway company's invoice of 
goods, or to the documents of title relatmg thereto. In 
the last number of Le Timbrophile, an account may be 
found of a somewhat similar stamp used on packages of 
silver plate. — There is a 15 c. Parma (1858) blade on 
white paper, which is usually considered a proof or trial 
stamp. — We are obliged by your list of philatelic pub-, 
lications; but, as an analogous list is alreadv given in* 
Lanier's album, and many of the works named are out of 
print, we do not think any good end would be served by its 
insertiou in our columns. 
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THE LAKGE-FiGURE ARGENTINB.— 
OFFICIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Below we furnish our readers with a literal 
translation, made by a professed legal transla- 
tor, of the documents set out, which arrived 
in England last month, accompanied by dne 
verification as to the signatures from the 
Briti^ consulate. 

It will be observed, that Col. Espejo sp«»aks 
somewhat indefinitely about the fact of two 
issues of stamps, varying by the figures differ- 
ing in size. He would seem to put all gen nine 
stamps as of one uniform size and pattern, 
and exclude the variations, whereas we all 
know of the genuine nature of the^re cents 
large figure of value. 

The coloneVs recollection is, however, 
brought to book, and the matter decisively 
and satisfactorily cleared up in favour of the 
authenticity of the 10 and 15 c. large figures, 
by what is after all the only real evidence, 
viz., a reference to official documents, made 
at the time, and when neither motive for 
deception existed, nor possibility of error 
could arise. 

In the return of February, 22, 1860, when 
the stamps were re-called, there were sheets 
of 10 and 15 c, numbering 192 and 216 
stamps, respectively. Now, the sheets with 
large figures all contain 192 stamps each, 
and those with stmaU figures 216 each. We 
have, then, aii official record that these large- 
figure values of 10 and 15 c. were received 
back as part of the authorized stock in hand, 
and credited accordingly. 

To our perception this is conclusive testi- 
mony, indeed the only real evidence of which 
the facts were susceptible, and, despite the 
colonel's imperfect recollection, the docu- 
ments speak for themselves and are final. 

[translated prom the SPANISH.] 

Baenos Aires, 15 January, 1867, 
To Colonel Don Geronimo Espejo. 

The undersigned, chief-officer in the 
department of the accountant-general of the 
war-board, and specially charged with the 
liquidation of the debt of the government of 
the Argentine Confederation, has received let- 
ters from his correspondents, Messrs. Alfred 
Smith & Co., of Bath, requesting him to fur- 
nish them with positive data, touching the 



postage-stamps that were in oiroulation^^in the 
Argentine Confederation. You having been 
the party commissioned by that government 
to carry into execution the plan originated by 
yourself, for the issue of postal stamps of 
5, 10, and 15 centavos, specimens of which 
are affixed hereto, and numbered 1, 2, and 
3 [being the 5, 10, and 15 c, with large 
figures of value], I beg you will have the 
goodness to inform me as to the following 
inquiries. 

1. When did you receive any order from 
the government to proceed to inspect the 
impression of the stamps, according to the 
specimens presented by you ? 

2. When was the printing of the said 
stamps finished ? 

3. How many stamps were printed ? 

4. Whether the three stamps above^ 
mentioned were put in circulation by the 
government of. the Confederation, for the 
purpose of franking letters ? 

I beg you will likewise be pleased to in- 
form me as to what may be known to you 
touching the stamps Nos. 4, 5, and 6, copies 
of which I annex hereto [these are specimens 
of the 5, 10, and 15 cents, of the second or 
small-figured issue], as well respecting the 
time when they were issued, as whether they 
were put into circulation at the same time as 
Nos. 1, 2, and 8 ? 

Begging you will be pleased to excuse the 
trouble I cause you, which is occasioned 
for the purpose of inaking known in Europe 
the true particulars relative to the impres- 
sion, issue, and circulation of these stamps, 
and rendering thanks in anticipation for this 
service, I beg to subscribe myself. 

Your obedient and assured servant, 

(Signed) A. Mz. Alvarez de Aeenales. 

To Don A. Mz. Alvarez de Arenales. 

Buenos Aires, 21 January, 1867. 

Dear Sir, — Having regard to the contents 
of your esteemed letter which precedes this, 
and desiring on my part to contribute all in- 
formation in my power as to the origin of the 
postage stamps for franking correspondence,' 
established by the supreme government of 
the Republic in 1857, under its ancient de- 
nomination of Argentine Confederation, and 
to yield, to your wishes, I have the satisfac- 
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tibn to inform you, in reply, that in my 
capacity of colonel- of artillery, and director 
of the national statistics at that period, it 
fell to my duty to manage and inspect the 
lithographic impressions of the small press, 
which included the printing of postage 
stamps ; and to that end the formal commis- 
sion and instructions were oflScially commu- 
nicated to me by his excellency, the minister 
•pf state in the treasury department, in the 
capital of Parana^ the 18th of December, 
of the year 1857, which commission, ending 
on the 6th of February, 1858, gave the fol- 
iowing result, as shown by the book of entries 
in the general accountant's office. 
." 975,912 stamps, colour red, 5 cents., 
amounting to 48,795 dollars, 60 cents. 

279,600 stamps, colour green, 10 cents., 
-amonnting to 27,960 dollars. 

139,800 stamps, colour blue, 15 cents., 
amounting to 20,970 dollars. 

Total — 1,305,312 stamps, amounting to 
97,725 dollars 60 cents. 

This amount of stamps was immediately 
put into circulation through the medium of 
the directors of the national revenues and 
|K)st-offices, in the provinces of the interior, 
and proper instructions for the purpose were 
circulated for all cases that might arise. 
With regard to the difference observed in the 
stamps Nos. 4, 5, and 6 small figures, com- 
pared with Nos. 1, 2, and 3 large figures, I 
can say nothing to you touching the origin 
thereof; for all that 1 can affirm is, that the 
total amount of 1,395,312 stamps, of the 
three colours above referred to, lithographed 
on that occasion, were all of them of a like 
type, without any difference in the size of 
the numbers, nor any the least discrepancy in 
the form, as shown under Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 

Having made this statement, I conceive 
that 1 have satisfied your wishes, and 1 
avail myself of the present opportunity to 
subscribe myself, 

Your very obedient and devoted servant, Ac, 

(Signed) G. Espejo. 

To the Registrar of the National Registry of 
the General Accountant's office, Don Juan 
Antonio Supere. 

I beg of you, as a special favour, 

to have the goodness to refer to the books 



of the years 1857, '58, and '59, of the govern- 
ment of the Confederation in Parana, which 
are found in the registry under your charge, 
and to inform me, in continuation hereof, 
of what may appear therein relative to the 
postal stamps of 5, 10, and 15 centavos, 
silver, which were printed in 1857-58, by 
order of that government, and were put in 
circulation. 

Which attention is hoped to be merited by 
Your very obedient and assured servant, &c., 

(Signed) A. Mz. Alvab£Z de Abenales. 



Dear Sir, — In reply, I have the satisfaction 
to inform you, that although I am not author- 
ized to furnish data referring to the opera- 
tions of the late government of the Confe- 
deration, I make an exception, taking into 
consideration the object proposed, ' as ex- 
pressed by you to Colonel Espejo. 

Referring to the books of accounts of postal 
stamps, kept by the general accountant's 
office, of the year 1857, '58, '59, and part of 
1860, I find what I have copied in continua- 
tion. From 21st December, 1857, to 5th of 
February, 1858, it is shown that the ac- 
countant-general's office received from the 
office of the finance minister, in varioas 
parcels, to be put in circulation throughout 
the whole of the Confederation, the following: 

t)53 sheets of 192 and 216 stamps of 15 
cents., being 139,800. 

1306 sheets of 192 and 216 stamps of 10 
cents., being 279,600. 

4571 sheets of 192 and 216 stamps of 5 
cents., being 975,912. 

December 31, 1858. This account was 
balanced, and the following stock was passed 
to the year 1859 : 

364 sheets of 192 and 216 stamps of 15 
cents., being 77,376. 

995 sheets of 192 and 216 stamps of 10 
cents., being 212,424. 

3741 sheets of 192 and 216 stamps of 5 
cents., being 796,632. 

On the 22nd of February, 1860, all the 
accounts of that nature appear to have been 
closed in the accountant-general's office, and 
the stamps then existing, being as follows, 
were transmitted to the office of the general 
director of posts : . 
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342 sheets of 192 and 216 stamps of 15 
cents., being 73,872. 

881 sheets of 192 and 216 stamps of 10 
cents., being 187,800. 

S124 sheets of 192 and 216 stamps of 5 
cents., being 663,370. 

The above is all that can be stated to you 
in reply to your petition, by your assured and 
obedient servant. 

The registrar of the accountant-general's 
office. 

(Signed) Juan Anto. Supere. 

Buenos Aires, 23 Januar}^, 1867. 

To Don Pedro Pondal, 
Chief of the office for the revision of accounts 
of the Argentine Republic. 

Dear Seb, — As accountant-general, which 
you were during the administration of the 
Argentine Confederation, I beg of you to have 
the goodness to inform me, in continuation, 
what you may know relative to the postage 
stamps, to which 1 make reference in my 
communication to Colonel Geronimo Espejo. 

An attention for which I shall be duly 
thankful to you. 

Your assured and obedient servant, &c., 
(Signed) A. Mz. db Akenales. 

To Don A. Mz. de Arenales. 

Buenos Aires, 23 January, 1867. 
Esteemed Sir, — In reply to your inquiry, 
I have to inform you, that all that is stated 
to you by Colonel Don Geronimo Espejo, in 
his communication of the 21st instnnt, res- 
pecting the postal, stamps that circulated 
in the Argentine Confederation, until that 
government was declared in recess, on the 
12th day of September, 1861, is correct. 

I remain. 
Your devoted friend, and assured servant, 
(Signed) Pedro Pondal. 

Lastly, we may add, that Senor Arenales, 
writing to our publishers, states that he had 
a conversation with another official in the 
Finance department who recollects that 
there were two blocks to produce the stamps ; 
the first made was to print 192 on a sheet ; 
and the second, immediately afterwards, to 
print 212 on sheets of the same size, and 
thus economize the paper. 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 

BY AN AMATEUR. 

Great BfirrAiN. — A government essay (or 
rather proof) hitherto uncatalogued and 
unknown, was brought to our notice the 
other day, in looking over a fine collection 
of stamps of Great Britain. Most readers 
of this magazine will be familiar with the 
* rainbow * series of proofs from the first die 
of the one-penny engraved for this country, 
the lower corners of each of which are left in- 
tentionally imperfect by the application of a 
little wax to the plate. In this series are to 
be found a black, blue, and red, all with 
obliterated corners. The colours black and 
blue were, it appears, chosen for further 
trial, and finally the former was adopted, 
and in use for some year or so, till the in- 
convenience of obliterating that shade caused 
the change to red. But before this, a dis- 
tinct proof had been taken in blue, showing 
the complete die, and this colour might 
probably have been adopted for the facial 
value of one penny, had not the colour been 
already appropriated for the twopence, while 
the black was in circulation. The proof 
alluded to was the one penny, letters in 
lower angles only, deep-blue, and the speci- 
men is, we believe, of almost unique rarity. 

It may interest some of our readers to 
know, that whenever a plate is made up 
for printing any of the English stamps, as 
soon as it is finally set up in the frame, a 
few proofs in black, on common paper, are 
struck off. This is done chiefly for the 
purpose of correcting and checking the 
lettering in the angles, which are filled into 
their spaces after the rest of the stamp is 
completed. A series of the stamps is made 
in soft steel from an original mother die, 
and then hardened, the angles being left for 
the insertion of the letters afterwards. 
There is a very well-known proof in blue of 
the twopence, with the square spaces in the 
two lower angles blank, which was taken 
before the lettering was filled in. 

When the letters are filled in, and the plate 
completed, before any impressions are struck, 
the plate is tested by the proofs above re- 
ferred to "which are most carefully read by 
a priix^^-pal o^ manager. The government 
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inspectors, who have cha^rge of the plates, 
and in whose presence they are made up on 
the spot, are (iand properly so) exceedingly 
careful and vigilant. They count the very 
number of the proofs thus taken for revision, 
and require them back again, after correc- 
tion, when they are at once destroyed, so that 
no specimen of these has ever found its way 
into a collector's hands. The writer was so 
fortunate as to see one of these sheets in 
course of correction, and became aware 
pf tte fact, which is now related for the 
information of all who may take an interest 
in the matter 



THE VIEWS OF SYDNEY (SECOND 

PAPER). 

[ BY EDWARD L. PEMBERTOK. 

'These tiresome stamps again! Surely 
there is nothing more to be said BhoxLtthem,* 
Such the exclamations we can imagine 
greeting our heading; yet our readers will 
find we have a good deal more to say about 
them, and we believe the subject is still 
prolific enough to afford a paper equal in 
interest to our first.* This former paper 
says, perhaps, all we can say about -the 
view' and our acceptation of its incon- 
gruities, excepting that the 'man plough- 
ing ' is only pursuing this peaceful pursuit 
on the 2 p. stamps, in which he is going from 
left to right ; the figures (from right to left) 
on the 1 p. seem to us more like a hunter in 
pursuit of some animal, some say a kangaroo, 
bat to assert that it was a kangaroo, or 
even that it was a hunter after his prey, 
would be very bold on our part, it is so 
difficult to distinguish. 

The principal object of this paper is to 
explain the variations on the 2 p. stamp, and 
to show that their seemingly unmeaning 
differences may be reduced to a system, by 
which these stamps, hitherto impossible to 
arrange, may be resolved into several clear 
and constant types. The lines in the span- 
drels formed the basis of our previous list, 
and this beyond a doubt is still the first, 
because most obvious, distinction between 
the two primary types of rough and fine 

♦ See Stair^Collectqr'a Magazine^ vol. iii., p. 38. 



engraving. It is the roughly-engraved 
stamps with spandrels of horizontal lines, 
which vary so much as to require a further 
arrangement, and in making one the lines 
in the spandrels are no certain guide, their 
fewness or their quantity so frequently 
arising from the greater or less wear of the 
plate, therefore we give up the spandrels, 
after having divided the 2 p. into the two 
types of rough and fine engraving, and seek 
for some other point, the variations of which 
shall be constant; this we find in the fan- 
shaped ornament in the circle, which occurs 
immediately below the motto, sic fortis. 
Curious as it may appear, this is the only 
part which varies with constancy; on the 
roughly-engraved 2 p. with spandrels of 
horizontal lines, we find three varieties of 
the fan, upon which we base our divisions. 
They are as follows : — 

1. Fan with seven pointed segments, and 
three smaller and very indistinct ones at the 
base f inside). The lines of division between 
each segment run up the centre of each, 
and there is a little shading around the three 
smaller lower segments. The seven seg- 
ments are pointed acutely. 

2. Fan with seven pointed segments, and 
three smaller and very distinct ones at the 
base (inside). The lines of division between 
each segment run betweeri each of the seg- 
ments, and not up their centres, — no shading 
on the fan. The seven segments of the 
fan do not point acutely as in the last, as 
there is a deep shadow to the right side of 
the top part of each leaf or segment. 

8. Fan as last, with a single line running 
up the central segment of the fan, no inner 
segments, but at the base of the fan is a 
round open dot or pearl. 

These descriptions we fear may seem 
rather wordy, but such differences are not 
easily described in a few words. No. 1 it 
will be seen is shaded inside, No. 2 has no 
shading. No. 3 is ditto, but is without the 
three inner segments to the fan, having in. 
their place a round pearl. 

The fan in the finely-engraved stamps is 
acutely pointed like 1, has three inner seg- 
ments, but no shading inside the fan ; unlike 
any roughly-engraved 2 p. there is shading 
on each side the fan, which follows the 
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circle for about an eighth part of an inch on 
either side. 

The diflTerence between Nos. 1 and 2 two- 
penny will be fonnd at length in our former 
paper, therefore we only have the variations 
of the No. 1 type to chronicle ; we will there- 
fore commence. 

No. 1, Twopenny. 

The characteristics of this stamp are al- 
ready chronicled, and its constant varieties 
are three in number. There is no * man 
ploughing ' on these. 

A. Fan ornament No. 1 (with shadow 
inside). Hill with two or three trees ; bale 
inscribed; links of chain visible; ground 
shaded, but not so deeply as C. 

B. Fan ornament No. 2 (no shadow) ; 
hill without trees ; bale not inscribed ; with 
anc? without links; ground on which the pick 
and shovel lie is not shaded. 

C. Fan ornament No. 3 (with pearl) ; 
no trees; bale not inscribed ; ground shaded 
by horizontal lines ; links very minute ; 
spandrels with lines wider apart than A. or B. 

A. This and B. variety are deeply-cut, 
roughly-engraved, stamps. The shading of 
the ground does not touch the knee of the 
sitting goddess, and therefore is not shaded 
across as in C. There is one stamp belong- 
ing to A. which has the word ckevit, in 
motto, missing. 

B. The shading of ground is wanting; 
there are a few small strokes up the side of 
the female figure's dress. This variety is 
found with links of chain, and without; and 
one of those with the links has the ground 
shaded like A., and is the connecting stamp 
between A. and B. The fan in A., B., and 
C. has seven segments, there is one with six 
segments belonging to B. 

C. This variety is more clearly engraved 
than A. or B., and the lines in spandrils are 
less crowded. The shading of ground goes 
right across from the female figure on the 
right to the knee of the goddess on the left. 
The links are very small, scarcely to be made 
out, and two or three in number ; indeed on 
one of ours it seems as if they were wanting, 
but the impression is a little indistinct here. 
This variety C. is the rarest of the three. In 
these three the design is precisely similar, 

.but with the differences enumerated, trees 



and an inscribed bale in A., neither of these 
on B. or C. ; on B. no shading to ground, and 
C. shading on ground, and lines in spandrels 
wider apart; all these, irrespective of the 
differences between the three fan ornaments, 
differences so decided as to form the key- 
stone to the whole arrangement. 

Having shown these points in the 2 p. of 
the rough type, we will now turn to a point 
connected with the engraving of the plates 
of the 1 p. and 2 p. stamps, which we have 
often wished to discuss with the readers of 
this magazine. It has been asserted and 
maintained, that one plate only has been en- 
graved for 1 p., and one plate for 2 p., views 
of Sydney, i. e., one plate for each value ; 
this we believe to be incorrect, and we shall 
attempt to prove its inaccuracy. In the 1 p. 
we will call the rough engraving I. and the 
fine engraving II. 

I. Is a rudely-engraved stamp, the lettering 
rude and rough, the words sic fortis, &c., 
very uneven, crevit is often much larger 
than the rest of the motto; the spiral lines 
at sides are rude marks of colour, and the 
trellis of the inner frame is formed in the 
rudest way by diamonds of colour. The 
comer stars are unequal in their rays, and 
ragged in appearance. The houses on the 
hill are rude and without design ; the ship, 
too, is of the roughest drawing, the hill is 
shaded by coarse lines, and the two trees at 
foot are of an unknown species. The figures 
on the shore are revolting in size and ex- 
pression, every other detail is of the rudest. 
If we turn to No. II., we shall find the same 
design, but greatly improved. The shading 
of the foreground is uniformly regular, and 
is neatly done, the houses are drawn with 
some regard to perspective and artistic 
effect. In a clear impression the whole 
engraving is fine, but perhaps the greatest 
difference is in the spiral of the outer frame, 
and the trellis of the inner one ; these frames 
are first formed by close vertical lines, upon 
which the spiral of the one, and the trellis 
of the other, is shown up in white. The 
corner stars are very different, being — 
though very irregular in shape— somewhat 
more uniform than those in No. I. would 
lead Us to expect. The hill is unshaded, but 
along ^Q brow beneath the houses, it is 
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dotted, we presume, to represent some kind 
of verdure. The part upon which, the 
word FOSTAGB is placed, is composed of 
vertical and horizontal lines, crossed. The 
figures, too, di£Per from those of I., but prin- 
cipally in being more elegantly portrayed, 
their dresses being shaded, and better drawn, 
and the motto, sic fobiis, is more even. 
In summing up all this, it seems impossible 
that types diflPering so widely— *-not only in de- 
sign and detail, since this might be accounted 
for, but in the execution — it is impossible, 
we say, that they could form portions of 
the same plate. It is not difference in detail 
which causes this opinion, as such might be 
explained away easily, but it is the differ- 
ence in the execution which is so notably 
striking, that it precludes the idea that they 
were engraved on the same plate (at one or 
any time) by the same man. In addition 
to the point (of execution) on which we lay 
so much stress, we would call attention to 
the fact, that the two types are found printed 
upon different papers, and in different 
coloured inks. The iirst type is in shades 
of red, and is usually on a smooth-faced, 
scarcely white paper ; it is also found on a 
pure blue paper ; the paper of these is always 
hard and strong, often laid, the lines in the 
laid ones being so deep, and the substance 
of the paper so strong, that they fed almost 
like ribs in the paper. The pure-blue 
paper is woven, and the blue tinge is not 
owing to the gum, but is the original 
tint of the paper. These sta^mps do not all 
seem to have been issued adhesive, but such 
as were had a thick coating of strong gum, 
now brownish from age. 

Type II. is a remarkable contrast to I. in 
colour and paper. The colour is usually 
a peculiar shskde of rose^ a creamy tint, with 
soupgon of the strawberry in it, which might 
be termed pale rosy-lake. There are copies 
known of a pale red, which are exceedingly 
rare. The paper is invariably much yellower 
than that of No. I., and has not that smooth 
surface; it is a much thinner, and more 
porous paper, and is always of a spongy 
woven texture. The gum used on these is 
not the least striking point of difference 
from I., it is a brown kind of wash, seem- 
ingly very adhesive, but not thickly laid on. 



The arguments used by those who maintain 
that all the penny stajnps were engraved 
upon one plate, are these. It is stated that 
the original cop^ierplate contained forty 
stamps, each of which was engraved sepa- 
i*ately ; they maintain that such a plate would 
wear for a great time, and that so great 
would be the expense and labour of engrav- 
ing a second plate of forty, that it precludes 
the i^ea of such having been the case. 
Whilst admitting the differences which we 
have pointed out in this and other papers, 
they say that those called by us type I. were 
probably those which occurred first upon the 
plate, and that as the engraver became more 
practised, he improved the design, producing 
towards the end of the plate those clear and 
very distinct impressions which we have 
called type II. This is possible, but to show 
how improbable, we will turn to the 2 p. 
stamps. Taking their own supposition that, 
as the engraver proceeded with the plates 
he improved, his first being crude attempts, 
which he surpassed (and somewhat suddenly, 
we may add) in his later ones, yet no one 
can say that the 2 p. stamps were struck from 
the 1 p. die, or if they did, it is too ri- 
diculous to be proved; their arguments, 
therefore, naturally give rise to the inquiry, 
since the engraver improved as he proceeded 
with the last of the penny stamps, how 
is it that when he came to the two- 
pennies, "he engraved stamps, the central 
view in which are as rude and rough as any 
of our No. I. one-penny, while on the welL 
engraved side there are 2 p. as beautifully 
engraved as any of these which we include 
under No. II., some far superior? If we 
take 3 p. views of Sydney, the view is in- 
variably (in generalities) the same as No. I. 

1 p. ; there are no finely-engraved 3 p. as 
there are 1 p. and 2 p., which is another 
tittle of evidence for two plates of 1 p. and 

2 p. ; for the 3 p. being the highest value 
issued, and therefore selling in a less ratio 
than the others, the plate was not used above, 
perhaps, one-third as much as the I p., and 
consequently, not being so worn, there was 
no need of a second die, and therefore we 
only find 3 p. of one type, viz., the detached 
houses, &c. 

In submitting the.following list of Sydneysi 
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it win be seen we have only treated of the 
penny and the roughly-engraved twopenny 
stamps. The well-engraved 2 p., together 
with the 3 p., have not been procurable as yet 
in quantities sufficient to prove the differences 
to be constant, and confined to the separate 
groups into which we are attemping to 
divide them. In due course we hope to 
verify our researches, and then we shall be 
in a position to conclude our list. 

CONCISE LIST OF SYDNEYS.-FIRST PART. 

ONB PENNY. 

I. Roughly-engraved. Characteristics, — 
houses detached, three in number, hill 
shaded, sky with clouds, for^round shaded 
horizontally, ground at base of hill shaded 
by broken lines. 

On dull-white paper, red, crimson-red (a 

surfaced paper). 
On bluish-white paper, lake-red. 
On blue paper, dull-red varying to lake-red. 
Var. a. No clouds. 
Var. h. Hill unshaded. 
Var. c. Hill shaded, but no trees. 

II. Finely-engraved. Houses in a long 
continuous row, hill unshaded, sky not 
clouded. Foreground and ground at base 
of hill uniformly shaded by horizontal hnes. 

On yellowish paper, pale rosy-lake, light 
and dark ; light-red. 
On bluish paper, lake. 

TWOPENNIES. 

I. Roughly-engraved. Characteristics, — 
houses detached, three in number, hill 
shaded, sky with clouds, ground at base of 
hill shaded by broken lines. Links of 
chain usually visible. 

1. Fan ornament as No. 1. Hill with 
trees, bale inscribed. Ground shaded nearly 
across. 

On white paper, deep-blue. 

On yellowish paper, dark-blue. 

On bluish paper, deep-blue. 

Var. a. Word crbvit wanting in motto. 

2. Fan ornament as No. 2. Hill without 
trees, bale not inscribed, ground unshaded. 

On white, deep-blue paper, often dis- 
coloured. 

On bluish paper, deep-blue. 
Var. a. Ground shaded across. 
Var. h. Fan with six segments. 



3. Fan ornament as No. 3. Hill without 
trees, bale not inscribed, ground shaded 
strongly, spandrels with lines wider apart. 

On white paper, deep-blue. ' 

On blue (not bluish) paper, deep-blue. * 

Nob. 1, 2, and 3 are jHrobably from different 
plates. 

Although we have no accurate list of the 
varieties of the finely-engraved stamps td 
offer, yet we deem it advisable to mention 
the few variations with which we are ac- 
quainted, as they may lead to other amateurs 
noting fresh ones. Fine, clear impressions 
of this type are rare; comparatively speakings 
they are most exquisite engravings, but the 
vast majority seen in collections are those 
unsightly things, in which we only see the 
deeper shaded portions of the centre, the 
rest being a blank. These ' blanks * are of a 
much lighter blue thsm the finely-engraved 
stamps, the latter are a very dingy and 
peculiar shade (dull greenish-indigo, with 
more or less blue). 

Amongst a number of copies of these 
stamps, the proportion of those showing 
the view in its original beauty will be twoj 
or at most three to the dozen, the remainder 
will be what we have termed ' blanks,' and 
will be more or less unsightly. We ourselves 
possess some which in clearness can only be 
matched by proofs, and amongst them we can 
at present only identify two prominent 
varieties, the great distinction between 
which is, that 

a. has four trees on the hill, 

h. has no trees. 

These are mostly on yellowish- white paperj 
as the impressions are more worn, the paper 
gets whiter, and is frequently just tinted 
with blue ; the ' blanks ' become white in 
their paper, and are bghter in colour than 
the others. 

NEWLY-ISSUED OR INEDTTED 

STAMPS. 
We commence our list of arrivals this month 
with some new-comers from a little patch 
of land hardly known beyond its own bor- 
ders. We have heard of the republic of 
San Marino, we have heard of the princi- 
palities of Monaco and Reuss, but who 
knows anything about the free commune of 
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HoRKSKET? — We confess we are bnt half 
enlighteaed as to its wiiereabonts now, and 
we derive all onr informatioD respecting the 
commime and its atamps irom a commnni- 
. cation by Hons. ^^m (dated MoresDet, 
lat April, 186?) to K. Moens, wfaidi appears 
in the current n^iTDber of Le Timbre-Poite. 
MoreBnet, then, is sitoate somewhere on the 
confines of Belgiom, between that conntiy 
and PrusBia. I'he district was created or 
defined by the boundary treaty between 
Prnssia and Holland, concluded on the 26th 
of Jane, 1816, and was thereby declared- not 
to belong to either party, but to be considered 
as neatra! territory. It is the smallest state 
in Europe, not excepting Monaco or San 
Marino, and is in fonn a triangle, the sides 
whereof are a leaf^e in length fm.d the baee 
half aleagoe. 

At the date of the treaty it contained only 
a few bBrracks and a trifling population. 
Now the joint effects of liberty and industry 
are seen in the increase of the inhabitants to 
three thousand, and in the wealth which they 
derive from working certain rich rinc 
mines. The people hve in a state of happy 
ins^^ficance. They are not troubled at tie 
progress of the Prusuan arms, nor appre- 
' hensive of the results of French ambition. 
They have no army, nor eveu a civic guard. 
They live on peace&Uy under the jurisdiction 
of a Prussian fuid a Belgian commissioner, 
who are the supreme authorities snd'pro- 
teotors of this microscopic state, l^eir 
mnnimpal a^irs are administered by a town 
council, which bears all canses, deciding ac- 
cording to Prussian or Belgian taw, at the 
choice of the litigants, and &om its decision 
there is no appeal. 

It has a postmaster in the person of M. 
Dekrackt — ^ gentleman who has shown his 
„ soundness by oaosing 
postage stionpe to be pre- 
pared and emitted ibr the 
Moresnet letters. The 
design of these stamps 
is shown by the annexed 
engraving, and it will be 
admitted that it evidences 
"" both taste and signifi- 
cance. The arms of the two countries borne 
on the shield indicate, like those on the Bergo- 



dorf, that the issuing district is under a pro- 
tectorate; whilst the Phrygian cap of liberty, 
prondly placed above, shows tb&b , withal 
Moresnet is firee. The inscription, comiiuhe 
LiSRB DB uOKtiSKET, farther shows the plessnre 
taken by the citizens in the assertion of their 
free condition. The (mly conspicuous tault in 
the design is the absenee of any indication 
of the mtmetary value beyond that afforded 
by the corner figures. 

The stamps are four in number, of which 
two are printed iu two colours. 

10 centimes lilac and green. 

20 „ orange and red. 

12i „ (or 1 B. gr.) red. 

26 „ (or2B.gr.) blue. 
The ktter are for postage to Germauy, the 
former to Belgium and other countries. 
They are all printed from dies upon white 
paper watermarked with the cap of liberty 
and perforated. The sheets of the two first 
values contain 100 stamps, and the two 
others 120, ranged in ten rows. They are 
engraved and priated by M.M. de Visch & 
Lirva, of Brussels, whose charge for them, 
M. Neom states, is 75 centimes (7^d.) per 
thousand stamps gammed and perforated, 
and were issued on the I5tb of last month. 
Sooth Austrilia. — Annexed will be found 
a representation of the new 
fourpence for this colony, j 
whence our readers may | 
judge of the effectiveneBS of J 
the imitation of the Nova 2 
Scotian. We noted tbe de- S 
cline of art in Spain, indi- ^ 
cated by the appropriation 
of ItaSian designs for the new issue for that 
country, not expecting that we should so 
shortly have to chronicle a similar appropria- 
tion of foreign ingenuity by a British en- 
graving firm. Excellent as the N'ovaScotian 
design is, we still adhere to the old proverb, 
that ' there are as good fish in the sea as ever 
were caught,' and believe that if our principal 
stamp engravers exerted themselves, they 
could produce original designs as excellent 
and as effective as any which have yet ^- 
peared. The new value is, no doubt, issued 
for use in conjunction with the sixpence, to 
prepay the single rate, via Marseilles, and 
very probably a stamp of their united value 
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-will also be gfaortlj emitted to Nplace the 
present proriaional. The two-shilling stamp, 
to which we refmred last month, is identical 
in design with the fonrpence, is; in coionr a 
trighty-c&rmine, and is aieo watermarked and 
rouletted like its congener. 

France. — We ai-e now jn poasession of 
one of the new stamps for this country, and 
presnme those which are to foUow will all be 
o? of the same type. The 
bead ia the same as that on 
the '2 attd 4 c, and Magenta 
and Solferino will shortly 
be dnly commemorated by 
the crowning laurel wreath 
on all the other valnes of 
French stamps. The aide 
border is an improvement on that hitherto 
nsed, and the inscription is lengthened into 
EHP[RE FBANCAis. The stampia very elegant, 
and the coionr — an olive-brown— ia good. 
A little neglect in patting together the differ- 
ent parts of the design has resulted in the ap- 
pearance of a thin white line in front of the 
figure 30 on the right side, which line onr en- 
graver has faithfiilly represented. This 30 c. 
will ere long be joined by the other valaes, 
and visitors to Paris, dnriug the exhibition, 
-will be able to obtain for a small aam, and 
frank their letters with, Bpecimens of Hulofs 
latest work. 

PBUSsii (Bkeslao).— The subjoined rather 
peculiar design is issued by a company or 
firm in this city, which 
we believe, collecte let- 
ters for delivery at the 
post-office. At any rate, 
they are nsed te frank 
letters and packets. 
Tbe series consists of 
six values, all printed 
in black on colonred 
paper, and forming a 
pleasing se(, the colours being well chosen 
and rich. 

\ B. gr. yellow. 



I of these valnffl in two 




ooloQrs, as follows — | 8. gr. lilac and green, 
1 B. gr. blaok and r«d, Ij s. gr. green and 
bronze, 2 s. gr. bine and gold, 2^ s, gr. rose 
and Uack, and 5 e. gr. blue and rose. Tbe 
stamps are htbographed and pierced with 
the roulettb Referring to the design, it 
will be noticed that below the central circle 
is the word oomcbss, and beneaib that again 
Dibnstuahm's iMSTrrUT. Our engraving was 
copied, however, from a proof; ia the actual 
stamp only the word disnsihann appears. 

Saxony. — Some of the Saxon law i:oartB, it 
seems, have the right of sending their official 
correspondence fr^e through the post, and 
the engraving 
opposite gives 
a good idea 
of one of the 
frank stamps 
placed on their 
letters. The 
specimen from 
which onr i!- 
lustraticm waa taken, was printed in black, 
on green paper, and perforated. There are 
also others inscribed HANDELe-QiiKiCHT, in 
place of OBRiCHis-AHT, which are need by 
the tribnnala of commerce. 

BEi.aiDii.~We leam from. Le Timbre-Poite 
that a decree bos been issued anthorising the 
emission of stamps, value 6 and 8 centimes. 
Their colours are not stated. 

Italy. — The provisional 20 c. has been re- 
prieved. Its suppression ia postponed until 
the end of July, as is also the t ' ' 




G-EBHAHY AND THE Free Cit[es. — Having 
inquired of a German correspondent, iu an 
official position, whether the rumour of the 
intention to suppress the stamps of Thum 
and Taxis, Iforth and South, sad of the &ee 
cdties also, was well founded) be replies, that 
in so far as relates to the Tbnrn & Taxis 
office it is correct, both tbe Northern and 
Southern branches will cease to work after 
the Ist of June, but that there is no inten- 
tion to merge tbe post-offices of Lubeck, 
HAmbut^, Bremen, or Betxodorf in that of 
Prussia, or to suppress their stamps-:— infor- 
mation which will be very satisfactory to 
philatelists. 

®ASP*'™ IsLABCB, — Our American wm- 
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temporary, the Stcmtp^Oollector^s Record, re- 
ports that a new 2 c. stamp for these islands 
will shortly be issued, similar in design and 
colour to the current one, but bearing the 
head of the reigning Kamehameha. 

Guatemala. — We have been favoured with 
proofs of the dies prepared for the first 
stamps to be issued for this republic, and 
hasten to give our readers a description 
of the design, which appears to our taste 
most elegant and singularly effective. The 
shape is upright rectangular, the size large, 
and the ornamental portion of the design is 
in a plain circle inscribed in the centre of the 
stamp ; above the upper edge of the circle is 
GUATEMALA, below the lower edge correos 
CiNCO CENT, in white letters on a plain band 
concentric with the circle. The angles are 
filled in with plain horizontal lines as a 
shading, and in each comer is a simple white 
spot with diverging rays. This last detail 
seems unfinished and defective, and some- 
what detracts from tlie general appearance of 
the whole. 

The beauty of the design, however, is in 
the landscape enclosed by the circle. An 
inland sea or lake, shut in at the back by a 
bold line of mountains, a rocky promontory 
in front next the spectator, and points of 
land covered with shrubs and trees to the 
water's edge right and left. Towards the 
beholder, and pointed slightly to the left, a 
large, high-stemed, three-masted ship is at 
anchor in the centre ; her sails are flapping 
idly, and from each side small boats are 
pulling off to her. The high stem and low- 
cut bow, the round build, and latt.een rig re- 
mind one of t^e pictures of vessels in which 
the buccaneers of old used to make their 
names so well-known and so much feared, 
but the aspect of this landscape is altogether 
peaceful, and we are inclined to think that 
the scene must be intended to represent the 
entry of the first Europeans into Guatemala 
and their reception by the aborigines. 

When the issue is to take place we know 
not. The engraving is, we think, due to 
American talent, and if we guess that the 
same designer as produced the Nicaragua 
stamps is entitled to the credit of this, we 
think we shall not be very wide of the mark. 
The proofe wo have seen are on plain, 



highly-glazed paper, and are printed in black, 
sepia, brown, and green. 

Switzerland. — We have recmved the 10 
and 30 centimes of the new colours, rendered 
necessary by the issue of the 50 centimes 
stamp recently noticed in our columns. The 
only novelty is the colours, and thei^efore we 
need do no more than state that they are as 
under, viz. :— 

10 c. carmine. 



30 



azure-blue. 



Brazil. — We have to caution our readers 
against the so-called blockade envelopes, said 
to be used for the army and fleet blockading 
Paraguay. These matters were fully de- 
scribed in our columns a short time ago, 
and then believed by ourselves, in -common 
with all the English and foreign authorities, 
to bo genuine. The lapse of time and in- 
quiries made as to their use have brought 
to light that they are absolute deceptions, 
concocted for the fraudulent purpose of 
taking in the unwary. The design (in a 
double sense) emanated from the fertile 
brains of some young men at Buenos Ayres, 
who certainly are adepts in the art of humbug. 

Mexeco. — ^Acorrespondentmost-obligingly 
sends us some specimens of a new stamp, 
provisional, as he calls it, issued hj the liberal 
party at Guadalajara. He vouches for their 
authenticity, saying the copies forwarded 
were taken from letters delivered by post at 
Zacatecas. The specimens are of the rudest ; 
a plain circular black line, enclosing a space 
rather larger than a sixpence; within, the 
value in reales in small roman type, and the 
year 1867, while round the inner edge are 
the words, in thick black letters, franco en 
GUADALAJARA ; the F of franco is somewhat 
like an e, having traces of the lowest limb 
of the latter letter. They are adhesive, un- 
perforated, printed in black on plain paper, 
and as under, — 

1 real blue, light-blue. 

2 „ white, green. 
4 „ white. 

Two of the copies we saw were obliterated 
by a two-lined mark, shaped like an irregular 
ellipse, having a wreath, inside. 

Our strong impression is that these stamps 
are pure deceptions, notwithstanding our 
correspondent's voucher. The very selection 
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of colours would indicate as much ; for if, as 
supposed, a burned provisional issue, why 
two colours for one value, especially as they 
were both printed from the same type? 
Their appearance, too, is generally highly 
suspicious, and to those familiar with forged 
stamps, eminently suggestive. On testing 
them by the postmark, the ellipse shows the 
mark of a stamp of far too great size to bo 
thus employed, and on comparing the two 
postmarked copies, the curve of the elhptse in 
the one totally differs ftom tJuit of tJte other, 
and tli£ wreath altogether varies also ! To our 
mind this is decisive against the new comers, 
but before expressing more than a strong 
present opinion against them, we wait further 
information. They have a strong case to 
liiake out to establish their claims to be 
ranked as genuine. 

A WORD TO THE WISE. 

BY THE EDITOR. 

We had occasion in our 'Retrospective' 
article to remark, that if collectors would 
buy packets containing stamps worth twenty 
or thirty fold the price charged they must 
not be surprised if it turned out that some 
were forgeries. Further reflection, however, 
convinces us that the majority of those 
victimized purchase the packets in ignorance 
of the actual value of the promised stamps. 
We have had several lots of stamps forwarded 
to U3, with a request for information as to 
their character ; and, in every instance, the 
style of the writing has made the youth of the 
iuqnirer evident. The stamps so sent were all 
counterfeits, in which the boy-purchasers, 
deceived by the advei'tisements in some of 
their favourite magazines, had invested. 

Let us take one case which has lately 
come to our knowledge, in illustration of 
the manner in which young collectors are 
duped. A lad at a college informs us that 
be wrote to a Scotch firm for a shilling 
packet, and received instead two sixpenny 
packets each containing fifty varieties. The 
advertisement of these packets contains the 
following list of the stamps included among 
the fifty: — ^Buenos Ayres, Chili, Turkey, 
Swan River, Liberia, Capes, Tuscany (lion 
and cross), Parma, Baden, Russian, and (it 
is added) many other rare stamps! A 



moment's reflection will prove the utter 
impossibility of giving genuine specimens of 
the stamps named for the money, without 
taking into question at all the ' many other 
rarities,' which go to make up the wondrous 
whole. The lowest price we have been 
able to find in any catalogue for the cheapest 
Buenos Ayres stamp — the first on the list — 
is fourpence; for the cheapest Liberian, 
sevenpence : so that genuine copies of these 
two alone would cost nearly double the price 
of the* entire fifty. But let us go a little 
farther, and examine the stamps sent. Here 
are the actual arrivals : — 
Buenos Ayres (ship series), used, 1 peso 

light- green, blue and yellow. 
Tuscany, unused, 2 crazie blue. 
Tuscany, unused, 5 centes green, 40 c. lake. 
Spain, used 1850, 5 reales red. 
Western Australia, used, Id. red, 2d. orange, 
Liberia, used, 6 cents red and 12 cents blue. 
Cape of Good Hope, triangular, Id. red. 
Cape of Good Hope, triangular, 4d. blue. 
Danish essay (king's head). 
Turkish, old issue, 1 piastre lilac. 
Turkish, old issue, 2 piastres blue. 

Every one of these stamps were forgeries 
of the coarse, common, continental class. 
The Buenos Ayres bore the value, thus — : 
IB ; and the forgers had been so ignorant as 
to work this ir peso, which we presume 
to mean in or 1, in green and yellow, as 
well as in its proper colour, blue. The 
other specimens showed almost equally-f 
marked blunders, with the exception of the 
Turkish, which are of a superior character. 

We have stated that these stamps were 
obtained from a firm whose head-quarters 
are across the border ; but there are dealers 
on this side of the Tweed not a whit more 
honourable. Another lad writes us that he 
has been swindled by no less than four stamp 
merchants, two residing in a city on the 
banks of the Clyde, one in London, and one 
in Liverpool. We are sorry for him, and for 
others who have had similar experiences; 
and we cannot too strongly warn our 
younger readers against the mushroom 
dealers, who suddenly spring up, and when 
convicted of dishonesty, as suddenly disi- 
appear, only to turn up again shortly under 
another name, and at another address, W? 



76 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. [May 1, 1867. 



forbear for the present to give the names 
of those stamp ' merchants/ whose fraudu- 
lent practices have come under our notice, 
but shall assuredly do so, if they are persisted 
in, for the protection of our readers, whom, 
meanwhile, we remind of the old proverb — 
' All that glitters is not gold.' 

Since the above has been in type, we have 
i*eceived a letter from a lad at college, 
enclosing for our inspection another lot 
of shocking rubbish. Not ^ content with 
giving forgeries of the Naples cross, the 
large New Granada, and the * gaucho' stamps, 
the worthy firm which seeks to palm these 
things off on young collectors, has concocted 
a stamp, whereof it very liberally gives 
several specimens in a packet. This stamp 
— the 'United States Letter Express* — is 
purely a fabrication, which we describe, so 
that our juvenile friends may know it at sight. 
A rough blotch in the centre represents 
Washington's head, which is on a ground of 
horizontal lines ; above in an arched label is 
the word letter ; and u. states on the left ; 
EXPRESS on the right ; ONE cent below ; the 
letters u. S. in the upper, and c. in the lower 
corners. Printed pale-pink on white, and 
perforated : in shape, a large upright rect- 
angle ; in character, a humbug. 

WHY A BRITISH MAN-OF-WAB 
WENT TO CARTHAGENA. 
As we write these lines, some danger 
exists of war with Spain, and by thfe last 
West Indian mail we had intelligence of a 
brief interruption of our friendly relations 
with New Granada. The detention of 
British subjects is our ground of com- 
plaint with the former country, and the 
detention of British mail-bags with the 
latter. This being the first misunderstand- 
ing that has arisen between any two states 
respecting postal rights, we think a short 
narrative of the circumstances connected 
therewith, condensed from the Times, will 
not be out of place. 

It would appear that for some time past 
there have been differences between our 
consul at the port of Carthagena (New 
Granada) and the * president' or ' governor.' 
The exact position of the official indifferently 
entitled president or governor, we are not 



acquainted with, but we presume he exer- 
cises authority over the town, or perhaps 
the State of Carthagena, and not over the 
entire republic of Colombia. Be that as it 
may, the petty indignities or discourtesy 
shown by him became quite a national 
question between the authorities and the 
consul. 

The objection of the British consul was 
that a difference was shown to him that was 
not observed towards the other consuls. 
The mail-bags of the British residents were 
opened and detained by the officials, and 
other minor matters of complaint had arisen. 
Representations of these grievances were 
made by the consul to the president, with- 
out any favourable results. The consul, 
therefore, felt it his duty to communicate 
with Commodore Sir Leopold M'Clintock on 
the subject, who immediately despatched 
Her Majesty's steamer Doris, Captain Vesey, 
to Carthagena. On her arrival, deipatches, 
claiming for the British consul the same ad- 
vantages as were conceded to the French 
and American consuls at that port, were 
communicated to the president. There 
being considerable delay in obtaining any 
answer— the authorities showing great in- 
difference and disinclination — Captain Vesey 
considered it necessary to make some demon- 
stration of earnestness in his demands. Just 
about this time a steamer belonging to the 
government, the Columbian, came into port. 
The captain and crew were all Englishmen, 
bat the parser was a native Spaniard. This 
vessel is one of the only two belonging to 
the government. As she arrived, Captain 
Vesey ordered three boats to be lowered and 
manned by marines and blue-jackets, fully 
armed. They approached the Columbian to 
the great astonishment of the crew. The 
Spanish purser ordered the sentries to fire 
and prohibit any attempt to board her, 
but the captain directed that no resistance 
should be offered, which created some alter- 
cation between the purser and the captain, 
the latter declaring that he would rather 
die than see an insult offered to his flag. 
The vessel and crew were disarmed, and 
British sentries placed on board, but the 
Colombian flag was not displaced. Captain 
Vesey, having accomplished the seizure, sent 
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notification at six p.m. to the British consul 
that sii hours would lie granted for the 
adjustment of the difficulties, or he would 
resort to other measures; he at the same 
time requested the foreign consnls to hoist 
their Bags over their respective ooiisulaf«B 
at day-break the next morning. The seizure 
of the Oolambian produced intense excife- 
meat on shore against the British ; the 
consul's life was threatened, and hundreds 
of the inhabitants paraded the Btreets with 
macheats, spikes, and other arms, at the 
same time vowing vengeance and using 
violent langnage towards the British officers 
who had gone ashore. The other consuls went 
on board the Dorii to request that their 
property shouldberespected, and the captain 
extended the time to ten a.m. the nest day, 
when he would decide upon the measures to 
be taken. In the meantime three hundred 
men were nnder arms in preparation to land. 
Jnst half-an-honr before the expiry of the 
time, a boat was seen coming &om the shore, 
with despatches from the consol, to say that 
the apology had been amply given, and all 
that had been demanded had been conceded 
by .the president. Tliia put a stop to hostili- 
ties, and the Colwmhian was restored to her 
captain. The Doiit remained in port for a 
couple of days, and affairs having been 
settled, the officers of the ship were iitvited 
ashore, and kindly entertained by the 
inhabitants. 

So ended a difGcnlty which, but for the 
timely yielding of the governor, might have 
had a aeriona termination. Happily the 
freedom of postal communication was vin- 
dicated, and the integrity of the consular 
mail-bags eecnred without the loss of life. 

From a philatelic point of view, a rupture 
with New Granada would bo very undesi- 
rable, nor less so a quarrel with Spain, 
Stamp-collectors must always be anxious for 
the preservation of peace, as war with a 
stamp-emitting country would result in the 
partial stoppage of their supplies of stamps, 
and should a new series be issued, they could 
only be obtained at an increased cost from 
the stamp dealers of a neutral country, 
unless perchance our troops should happen 
to seize the enemy's post offices, and conGs- 
cate the stock of adhesives. 



THE 'GAUCHO' STAMPS. 

Fbw stamps are more difficult to obtain than 
genuine specimens of the 
gauchos. Until recently 
we question if there were 
a dozen copies to be found 
in this country. A few 
impressions have been 
discovered at the ' seat 
of their nativity,' Buenos Ayres, but it 
is highly improbable (hat any considerable 
number will over be forthcoming. We are 
without official information concerning them 
at present, and therefore can but give utter- 
ance to the general belief, that they were 
in use for only a few days prior to the emis- 
sion of the head scries, that is to say, in 
August or September, 1859. The seriea 
consists of foar values, 

4 rla. yellow. 
6 „ green. 

8 „ purple. 

10 „ blue. 

Only the first three of these are at all at- 
tainable, bat we regret that forgeries of all 
are common, and our present purpose is 
to give such details respecting the imitations 
as may put both collectors and dealers on 
their gnard. We say dealers as, owing to 
the rarity of the genuine originals, even 
persons engaged in the trade may be deceived 
by the counterfeits which have lately been 
sent over from Baenos Ayres. Their general 
resemblance would, apart from the originals, 
be apt to mislead the best judges, but when 
subject to the test of comparison with the 
real stamps, their worthlessness is immedi- 
ately apparent. 

Dealing with these native forgeries first, 
we may observe that the paper on which 
they are printed is thicker than that of the 
genuine, and that there is a freshness and 
evenness about the layer of gum on the 
back, which alcne might raise suspicion. 
in colour the forgeries are duller than the 
originals, especially the 8 rls. The scenery 
the design of the genuine stamps is 
indistinct, in particular the snn on the left 
hardly visible. Our engmrer, it will be 
seen, otnitted it altogether from his rep- 
resent^tion of these, stamps. In the forgeries, 
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on the other hand, the lines are heavy, the 
design is clear but coarse, and the sun shows 
very plainly sinking below the horizon, and 
surrounded by rays. The horse's left flank, 
which in the original shows a large whit6 
patch, is entirely covered with colour in the 
counterfeit. But the most easy test for 
those who have not the opportunity of com- 
paring questionable specimens with un- 
doubtedly gentiine ones, is. to count the 
number of lines composing the shading of 
the block of stone lying on the left, in the 
genuine there ai'e eight, in the forgery 
tkhieen lines. 

Besides the above, there is a counterfeit 
of the 6 rls., which is to be found in most 
of the packets of forgeries now sold. A cast 
from the engraving above given has got into 
the hands of. some unprincipled persons, 
who have struck off a large number of im- 
pressions in various colours, which are now 
offered by dealers as genuine stamps. 
Respecting these, it is sufficient to say, that 
the original 6 rls. were only printed in green, 
therefore all copies in other colours are for- 
geries, and that if a specimen agrees in 
detail with our cut, it is a forgery. Our 
illustration, we do not hesitate to say, is a 
good one, but it is neither necessary nor 
desirable, for the purpose of giving an idea 
of the design of a stamp, that the copy 
should be an exact invitation of the original 
in every point. As above remarked, the 
sun which is but faintly visible on the stamp, 
is entirely absent from our copy, and the 
horse's right foot does not, as in the original, 
project into the white oval border. These 
points will enable our juvenile friends to 
certify themselves as to the character of any 
6 rls. gaucho stamps they may discover 
amongst the fifty or a hundred rarities, 
which they may have purchased for a trifle. 
We may just observe, that as the forgeries 
wkich arrive here from Buenos Ay res re- 
• semble the originals as to the position of the 
horse's foot, should a specimen be found to 
agree with the genuine in that particular, 
the lines on £he stone must be counted as 
an ultimate test ; lastly some of the native 
forgeries— if native they be — are, like the 
fraudulent impressions from our own engrav* 
iag, printed in the wrong colours. Thus- we 



have before us a 4 rls. magenta, and a 6 rls. 
dark-violet. The price asked for these 
forgeries by their South American owners, 
varies from nine shillings to a sovereign for 
the set of four. The genuine stamp is worth 
at the present time at least five times the 
latter sum. 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

Polish Letters. — ^In the kingdom of Poland j)roper, 
the post-office confiscates all letters not addressed in. the 
Kussian language, and the persons to whom they are ad- 
dressed are fined in proportion to their ability to pay. — 
jiveuir National. 

AbtemusWajod is Dead.— The only timbrophilic * goak ' 
that he ever was guilty of, was the giving away to his 
patrons Mormon stamps as presents, after the fashion of 
the Fakir of Ava, and sundry other gift-entertainment 
lecturers. Alas, poor Arty I *a fellow of most infinite 
jest, of most excellent fancy,' his earthly account is can- 
celled — green grow the sod o'er him. — IStamp-Colleetoi^s 
Jiecord. 

The New Gbanada Stamps op 1860 and 61.— An 
American contemporary states, that a gentleman having 
applied, through tne United States consul at Bogota, to the 
postmaster of Colombia for a complete set of Kew Granada 
stamps, received three separate sets which, however, did 
not mclude the series for 1860 or 1861, the postmaster 
stating that those stamps were unauthorized emissions by 
the * rebels,' and tlierefore not properly postage stamps at 
all. 

A Laughable Mistake. — The Sf amp- Collector's 
Gazette translates a very good story from a Fr^ch 

Saper, concerning a certain widow Kichard, a lady of tho 
ame Partington type. She appeared at a branch post- 
office in Paris, and complained vehemently to the clerk, 
that a person to whom she had sent a letter, duly prepaid, 
had on its delivery been charged with the postage. Tho 
clerk's statement that such a thing was impossible, pro- 
duced no eft'ect on the widow Kichard, save that it made 
her more positive and violent in her assertion that the 
overcharge had actually been made. Finally, as she con- 
tinued to urge her complaint with great passion, the 
matter was adjourned to a police eonrt, where the 
widow became more excited than ever. Although tho 
officer requested her to conduct herself properly, tho 
widow persisted in her fury, exclaiming, * To be told, too, 
that I Qon't know what I've done with it* * Done with 
what?* inquired the magistrate, *The receipt,* answered 
the widow ; * the receipt which proves that 1 prepaid the 
letter.* So saying she fumbled in all her pockets, and 
triumphantly produced, as the voucher for prepayment, a 

ftostage stamp. The blunder was explained amidst the 
aughter of tne spectators, the widow apologised, and tho 
court let her oft' with a fine of only 16 francs. 

One of oubFbenchContempoilabies, Ze Timbrophile, 
published by Pierre Mahe, in Paris, and to the columns 
of which Dr. Magnus is principal contributor, has b^ the 
working of some regulation of the French authorities, 
been placed in a very awkward predicament lately. The 

i'oumal appears monthly, and the censors of the press 
Lave prohibited any senal publication from giving en- 
gravings of stamps m its columns. M. Mahe*s ingenuity 
however, devisea this means of practically getting over 
the difficulty. Since January he has given a blank space, 
the size of the engraving, in the margin, and inserted 
a number therein, and proposed annually to present a 
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brochure of the woodcuts to correspond to the hlanks. 
Having had his journal appear thus oare of ornament for 
three months, we are pleased to see in the March announce- 
ments, that the obnoxious restriction is removed, and the 
prohibition relaxed in M. Mahe's favour. No reasonable 
pretext for it in his case can exist, and we can only imagine 
red tape is not known exclusively on this side of the 
channel. We congratulate M. Mali4 on the result of his 
efforts to free his publication from this arbitary rule, and 
wish him and his journal a long career of usefulness. 
The philatelic world could ill afford to lose so valuable and 
accurate a publication as £e TimbrophUe. 

An Invitation to thb Prince op "Wales. — ^Below 
we give a translation of the letter of invitation which 
has been sent to his Koyal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
from the Indians of the Bed Kiver settlement. The * 
letter itself is somewhat unique, and we doubt whether 
the mail-bags of any nation ever carried its like. The 
Indians, who feel a great degree of traditional respect for 
the Boyal family, and also a certain taste for barbaric 
show and glitter, felt that an ordinary ink-and-paper in- 
vitation would scarcely convey the earnestness of their 
wish that the prince should come, so they have sent their 
request in a style peculiar to themselves. The material 
on which the letter is written, is the fine inner rind of 
the birch bark, and surrounded with a deep border of eilt. 
The letters of the heading are in red, white, and blue, 
the capitals throughout being in old English, gilt. The 
following is a translation of the letter : — * To the first- 
born of our great mother across the great water, great chief, 
whom we call royal chief. We and our people hear that our 
relations, thehau-brceds, and the pale-faces at Ked Kiver, 
have asked you to come and see them the next summer. We 
and our people also wish yon to come and visit us. Every 
lodge will give you royal welcome. We have the bear and 
the buffalo, and our hunting grounds are free to you ; our 
horses will carry you, and our dogs hunt for you, and we 
and our people will guard and attend you. Our old men 
will show you their medals which they received for being 
faithful to the father of our great mother. Great rovd. 
chief, if you will come, send word to our guiding chief at 
Fort Carey, so that we may have time to meet and receive 
3'ou as becoming our great royal chief. — Canadian New8» 

COERESPONDENCB. 

THE FIFTH SERIES OF NEW GRANADA STAMPS. 
To the Editor of ' The Stamp-Collector* s Magazine.' 

Sir, — Can you or any of your readers inform me 
whether a one-peso stamp of Colombia (formerly Ntw 
Granada) was ever issued, of the second series, with uame 
of Colombia, %,e.^ the one on white ground with plain 
comers } 

I have never seen or heard of such a stamp until I saw 
it marked in Mr. Moens' last priced catalogue (but with- 
out price affixed). Mr. M. writes me that he thinks he 
has seen the stamp. 

Yours truly, 

London. H, 

[M. Mums lathe only p«raon, to onr knowledge, ▼ho even alleges he 
hjui seen thia stamp, aiWI it was inserted in his price list at a time whea 
uo 1 peso of the issue ooint ornia appeared therein. A valotd corres- 
pond' nt of nurs, niontlis ago, called his attention to the omission, and 
asked also about the stamp H. queries above. M. Moens replied he had 
had these stamps through Iiis hands, had sold them ail, and could not 
trace one cop}'. AfVer repfattni inquiries and long delay, M. Moens ha^ 
hitherto been unable to produce a copy or to refer to a possessor of one, 
and we, therefore. ft«l Hure tli* re was an error in the original insextiou. 
which really applied to the series eoin$ omf*. We may add, we Iiave no 
otlier information as to the existence of the stamp ; the bare fact of Its 
inaerilon in M. Moens' price list is not alwa^vs a Anal test—as witneai the 
St. Domingo rtmvm UUen, on piJkiN paper, which appeared therein for 
many mouths, and are now erwed, M. Aloens being at bust eouvinoed of 
thtrirucii'-cxiatence.— Eo.] 



A PERMANENT STAMP ALBUAE. 
To the JEditor of* Thb Stamp-Collector's Magazine.* 

Sir, — Every succeeding year, as it passes over, adds 
several complete sets, many new discoveries, and various 
single newly-issued specimens, to the already large num- 
ber of postage stamps, which iire worthy of admission 
into the album of tne orthodox collector who, rejecting 
essays and parcel stamps, yet finds that this economy of 
spaee is n t sufficient to leave room for the new emissions 
which are a. fait accompli^ much less for those which are 
yet to be issued. 

In this state of affairs, I am of opinion that either M. 
Lallier, or some other author of a standard album and 
catalogue, should at once bestir himself, and present to the 
philatelic world, a work which should give a large number 
of compartments to annual contributors such as Spain and 
New Granada, and leave a portion of its space to every 
country of any importance, wJiether it has postage 
stamps or not. 

Thus a permanent album may be foi-med, and thus 
only, and I may add, the sooner such a work is 
brought out the better. In my opinion, no mere 
difiei'ences in shade should entitle a stamp to more than 
one compartment, and essays and proofs, as well as parcel 
and receipt stamps, should be neither catalogued nor 
spaces left for their reception. As timbrophily is likely 
to remain as permanent a national pastime and means of 
instruction as coin collecting, it would be better if a vast 
number of pages were left for the accommodation of 
future emissions, but at all events, a lair number should 
be given to each country. 

Finally, the proposed album should be of a fairly remu- 
nerative but moderate price, and as the additional pages 
would swell the size of the volume, no catalogue should 
be published with it. All issued stamps should be paid 
attention to by having spaces marked for their reception. 

Yours truly, 

London. K. F. WILME. 



THE STAMPS OF THE MEXICAN EEPUBLIC, 
NEW GRANADA, UNITED STATES, &c. 

To the Editor of * The Stamp-Collector's Magazine.' 
Dear Sir, — In the latest edition of Dr. Gray's cata- 
logue, the set of Mexican stamps, described in your 
magazine of July, 1865, page 104, is placed in the ignoble 
company of the essays, where it certaiuly does not belong. 
You are doubtless aware, that from the time when the 
patriotic, but ill-starred Hidalgo first raised the crv of 
independence, a half-oentury ago, the condition of afiairs 
in Mexico has been very decidedly mixed; revolutions 
and changes of government succeeding one another with 
a cheerful and unfailing pertinacity, and proving beyond 
question, that the inhabitants of that unhappy country 
are altogether unfit to govern themselves. For the past 
five years, however, confusion has been worse confounded 
by the intervention of European powers, and during all 
this time two governments have nominallv existed. The 
empire represented by Maximilian, and supported by 
the French, being thus far the de facto; and the republic, 
represented by Juarez, and supported by his own follow- 
ers, the (in the opinion of most Americans) de jure 
government. It would seem as if the prevailing state 
of chaos there w^uld give little occasion for postage 
stamps, yet both governments have thought otherwise ; 
the empire issuing the well-known eagle series of 1864, 
and the more recent head series of 1866; and the republic, 
the set wrongfully classed as essays by Dr. Gray. Here 
we see ^he utiique spectacle of a country having in use, 
at the ^lyjxe tim«» two distinct series of postage stamps,, 
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each series being employed in the localities which the 
government issuing it might chance to be holding at the 
time, and in turn giving pUce to the other series, when 
the fortunes of war might place the rival government in 
possession of those localities. 

As the republic has been hard press^ at times, its field 
of operation for po!<itage stamps has been quite narrow, 
whicn accounts for the rarity' of postmarked specinienp, 
but from present accounts, it is gaining ground, and may 
at last render obsolete the present empire stamps, witu 
the dynasty they represent. "Whether the old issue of 
Hidalgos were in use by the republic up to the lime of the 
new issue of 1864, I am not aware, yet think it not un* 
likely ; but there can be no doubt tnat these latter are 
actual postage stamps, regularly employed whenever the 
republic's circumstances give the opportunity. You may 
remember a letter of Jam^s W. Newall, in the mi^aalne 
of July, 1866, page 111, agreeing with this explanation. 
The stamps were, as generally stated, the work of the 
American Bank-note Company of New York. 

I have in my possession a stamp not noted in any cata- 
logue or other publication, to the best of my knowledge. 
It was received direct from an official at Isew Granada, 
and is undoubtedly genuine, though what its exact pur- 

fose is I am not aware, and would wish to be informed, 
t may be thus described : central oval, containing arms, 
with nags on sides, and flying eagle, with nine stars 
above surmounted by inscription EbTADos de cundina- 
MARCA, the whole enclosed in a rectangular band, in- 
scribed ESTApos on left side, ijnidos above, de 
COLUMBIA on right side, marginal label at top 2a clase 
PAKA 1865, at bottom un peso, large rectangular, 
black. 

I belieye the exact purpose of the large-sized U.S labels 
which appeared toward tne close of 1865 has never been 
stated in your magazine. They are used in prepay- 
ment of large packages of newspapers and periodicals, sent 
by the publishers to the news dealers, which packages do 
not pass through the post-office at all, being handed to 
and received from the route-agent having cluirge of the 
mails 6n board the train. By this means.the small dealers 
are able to receive their packages with m uch greater prompt- 
iless than would otherwise be possible. For some reason 
these labels are only regulariy sold at the post-offioe m 
Chica^, Illinois, where they have alwaiys oeen procur- 
able since the time of issue, but other offices have occa- 
sionally kept them in stock. 

Let me close as I began, by haying another tilt at that 
best of catalogues — Dr. Gray's. TMs time it is in regard 
to the Wells, Fargo, & Co. stamps. As they were 
issued by authority of the U.S. government, I think they 
have nearly or quite the same rank with the La Guaira 
stamps of Venezuela, as regular ^ovemmeot locals. By 
the way, I may state that the circular garter stamp of 
Wells, Fargo, & Co. (No. 180 in Dr. Gtiay*s catalogue), 
was manufactiued by-G. F^Nesbitt &Co.yOf New York, who 
ako make for their especial use, through government order 
of course, the government stamped envelopes of veri/ thin 
white paper. There is seed of a catalogue of American 
locals, wtiioh shall distinguish the true from the false, 
the govemmeat from the private issues, as none existing 
now does. I have never given much attention to locals 
hitherto, but if no on« beUer qualified takes up the task, 
I may perhaps oonolude to make the attempt, in which 
case you shall hear again from, 

Yours truly, 
West SpringJUld, Maat.^ U.S. L H. B. 

r An all the Now Oranada poftitft Btamps %«ar' th« wnrd corkbom, W» 
tuliik tbe atamp above deaeribed, whicn dctes not contnin it. could no^ 
have been tue>d for postal purposes. It will be otnerved. thai the inscrfp* 
iioB shows that tba stauip was Issued bjr on* of the Uultad States vf 



Colombia— Cundinaniarra ; iu like manner the smnll btainp represented 
in the litimtp-VycHKtiut'9 Ungntine for Marrb. bears 49ie irnaie ot aiioili«^r 
of the Intt-gral ittHtes— BollviH. These liiscilptlons seem to indicate that 
each separate state waa atone time. an<l perhaps stiil is, seiui-iudepen* 
dent of (he central authority, havins tlie power of issnliig poetai and 
eonimeiclal stamps, and eonnequently of managing the postal 8er\-tce 
within its own territory, and imposing taxes on Its own eitisens. With 
refrnnce to the last parafnuph of the above letter, we atre sure our 
readers will join with us In expreming satisfkciion at the prospect of 
having a discriminating catalogue of Ajueiiean locals Arom our eorres- 
pcndmt's pill.— Elk. J 

■ . . _ _ _ ,, ■ _ . _. . __ _ I 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

J. £. R., Glasgow, scuds us forgeries of the 1, 4, and 
6 crazie Tuscany, with the statement that u great number' 
are current iu (xlasguw, — a statement which we regret to. 
be able to oonfinu. 

li. F. Wilms. — Mr. Peraberton is now publishing a 
series of papers on forged stamps in the columns of a con- 
temporary, but we cannot say whether it ia intended to re- 
publish them in a book fonu. 

F. U., St. John, New Brunswick. — Your stamp is 
worth 8/6. 

Pilot, Bury St. Edmunds. — ^Will you have the good-' 
ness to forward a directed euveloi>e for the return of the 
stamps you sent us for examination? 

J. J/, St. Ives, Cornwall. — The Virgin Islands are a" 
small group in the West Indies; the principal island is 
Tortola. 

Alpha, Montreal. — The local post of Constantinople 
is authorised by the imperial government, and its stamps 
are not, as you term it, * bogus,' but are all in active em« 
plovment. 

llospoDAR, Nottingham. — We believe the Nicaraguaa 
stamps are uniformly cancelled with a pen-stroke. They 
are only used for home postage. 

Uncertain, Bamsgate. — The town of Bamberg is in 
Bavaria, not Hanover. — The reported stamp for Bergen is 
an impostor. 

H. T., Norwich. — The shield on the 8 pen Finland is 
either printed from the ssune die as the shield on the old 
5 and 10 kop. of 1862, or from one very closely resembling 
it. There are only two stars at the top instead of three, 
as in the other values of the current issue. The comer 
stars in each diifer in size, and iu the disposition of the rays. 

Sachsen, Chester. — The Saxon envelopes with head 
are obsolete, but having ourselves recently received letters 
franked witii the 6 and 10 sgr. respectively, it is evident 
that their employment is stiu permitted. 

1). R. P., London. — The 9 ore Sweden is obsolete. 

JlxAMiNBU, Preston. — The test of genuine Winterthur 
is, as pointed out by Mr. Pemberton in his work on forged 
stamps, the number of twists in the cord from which the 
post-nom is suspended, there are eight in the genuine, 
six in the forged. 

PosT-AMATOR.— The S.T.P.Pr. Brunswick envelopes 
are still in use. Their value we believe to be } sgr. 
— ^The newspaper stamp of the North British and 
Edinburgh and (xlasgow mil way has been superseded by- 
a similar stamp inscribed only north rritish. AiiAiLWAY 

COMPANY. 

X JC., Lancaster. — ^There are a light and a dark 2 p. 
and 20 para of the current Bousnanian,.very clearly lUs- 
tinguishable. 

Melita, Mansfield, Notts. — The Maltese officials pro- 
bably never noticed that their early supplies of the single 
value in use in the island were on bluish paper, or paid 
any attention to the waterujiarked and unwaterraarked 
varieties. The article at p. 169, vol. iv., St amp- Collector* a 
Magazintt will supply you with full details respecting 
these stamps. — Your album was published before the 
emission of the Egyptian stamps, hence there are no spaces 
for them. 
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VIEWS OF SYDNBY.—THIRD PAPER. 

BT EDWARD L, PBMBERTON. 

Although so mucli was said last montl} 
upon the variatious of the twopenny stamps, 
we have mach more to say, the result of ex- 
tended observation, and examination of 
numberless specimens. We find the boun- 
daries of the three divisions into which the 
roughly-engraved twopennies have been 
arranged, to be corroborated further, as our 
examination of actual stamps is extended. 
Of the three divisions based upon the fan 
ornaments, we have discovered a few more 
distinct varieties, whose interest to the 
general collector may be enhanced by the 
fact of their being prominent, and in some 
sort errors of engraving. When it is con- 
sidered that each view of Sydney was en- 
graved separately, it may be thought a 
work of supererogation to describe varieties, 
or to attempt a classification, which a single 
eccentric copy (if we may so express our- 
selves) may overrule. Doubtless many of 
our English philatelists have so thought, 
perhaps some may express their dislike to 
these minute researches — their contempt of 
them — in the same sheets that we ourselves 
are detailing them. To these we would urge 
the following considerations : stamp collect- 
ing is now dignified into philately, and is a 
science to a fully equal degree with numis« 
niatics; the latter has its own intricate 
chronicles of mint-marks and minutiae, to 
which much consideration is given; every 
thing is registered that appears upon a coin, 
and why not upon a stamp, especially those 
whose value is derived from their strange 
appearance, their self-evident variation, and 
which, in addition, have been neglected by 
nearly every writer of the day ? Surely all 
these wonderfally different varieties mnst 
have some method in their variation ; they 
could never have been engraved at haphazard, 
or by only one man : is not this point worth 
an investigation, or are we always to look on 
the Sydneys as a sealed book ? It generally 
happens that we have some official record, 
which may give us some clue to the issuing 
ow xnakincr of strangely different stamps, but 
here (as far as we know^ we have no guide. 



If we wish to get at an approximate to the 
truth about them, we must work from the 
stamps themselves, chroijicling those varie- 
ties, which are prominent from some defect 
or redundancy of design, and at the same 
time attempting classification, and hazarding 
some opinions as to the reasons for such 
variations. Working entirely in the dark,, 
and solely from our own researches, we 
have groped about till we reached the point 
indicated in our last paper ; the publicity 
there given to many crude ideas, has given 
us the chance of further revision, and the 
opportunity for much examination of fine 
specimens. This, as we before said, has 
proved that the boundaries between the 
three divisions (which the difference of the 
fan ornament suggested) are clear, and 
further facilities for examination strengthen 
these divisions. There is something very 
fascinating in plunging into a morass of 
undescribed stamps, to take first one point, 
and then another, and find them all glide 
away as we advance further, leaving us in a 
slough of despond, from which there seems 
no escape. It is when nearly wearied out that 
we often seize upon some forgotten point, 
and find it to be the open sesame for which 
we seek ; and even then what toil is before 
us ere the way is clear ! So it is with the 
views of Sydney; our first paper seemed 
very clear, read very smoothly, and seemed 
incapable of much improvement at that 
time, yet until now have we been speculating, 
arranging, and re-arranging, until our re- 
searches at last seemed approaching an end 
from our inability to arrange farther, rather 
than a want of desire to do so. An attempt 
to classify such variable stamps as these, has 
necessitated a mass of notes, the bulk of 
which our readers would hardly credit. We 
find we have written descriptions of nearly 
two hundred varieties of one penny and 
twopenny Sydneys, any one of which might 
be identified with its special variety, such 
care have we felt bound to exercise in their 
study. Turning to our last, paper, we find 
the three divisions by fan have the following 
as their general characteristics : 

1. — Fan No. 1, hill with two or three trees, 
bale inscribed, links of chain visible, ground, 
shaded, but not so deeply as No. 3. 
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2. — Fan No. 2, hill without trees, bale not 
inscribed, grotind unshaded. 
' 3. — Fan No. 3, hill without trees, bale not 
inscribed, ground shaded strongly, spandrels 
with lines wider apart. 

Upon these we have already enlarged, but 
further examinatioiis have proved as facts 
what were only half-formed surmises when 
we last wrote, we therefore deem further 
and more detailed notanda not uncalled 
for. 

1. — ^The surest test for this variety is the 
date on the bale. When the impressions of 
this variety are worn, it frequently happens 
that the acute points to the segments of the 
fan, and also the inner segments with their 
shading, wear away, leaving just the bare 
outline of the fan, and engendering donbt 
whether it is fan No. 1 or 2; should the 
specimen be so far gone as to show no irace 
of the mark on the bale, we must try 
another test. Strange to say, however worn 
an impression may be, there is nearly sure 
to remain some trace of the date upon the 
bale, even though the outline of the bale 
itself be gone : the date outlasts the fan, the 
trees, and the ground: the links of chain are 
seldom lost, as they wear down to shapeless 
dots, but when the date has gone, the only 
remaining test is in the corner stars, which 
in the variety with fan No. 1, have each a 
dot in their centre. This trifling distinction 
is curious from its very constancy ; although 
many of the No. 2 stamps have corner stars, 
counter parts of those in No. 1 (which are 
always uniform), we never find a dot in the 
stars of No. 2. Surely this trivial difference 
being confined to one series, whose differences 
are not shared by the other two series, 
surely it is not the result of accident that 
it should invariably be found? The charac- 
teristic, ground shaded but not so strongly 
as 3, is not so invariably accurate as the 
others we have given, as we have two before 
us, the shading of which is very strong, and 
extends as far as in 3 ; still, as a rule, No. 1 
has a break in ^ the shading, either before it 
reaches the knee of the sitting goddess, or 
immediately over the pick and shovel. We 
have one copy in which the shading goes 
across to the knee of the goddess, so that in 
this and Nos. 2 and 3 this matter of shading 



must not be adhered to too implicitly, as it 
is only in true types of these divisions that 
we meet with the shading as we have given 
it, yet again, specimens .of the true type^ 
greatly exceed the number of those which' 
differ. In addition to variety a., given last 
month, we have found another, which will 
be called 6. ; in it there is shading in the 
circle on each side of the fan, extending for 
an eighth of an inch on each side, and is in 
point of shading in the circle, similar to the 
finely-engraved stamps, which, it will be 
remembered, always exhibit this character- 
istic ; we have therefore two varieties, 

a. Crevit wanting. 

h. Shading on each side the fan in the 
circle. 

2. — It is very seldom the fan is worn in 
this variety as in 1. Indeed there is a great 
difference in the distinctness of the impres- 
sions in 1 and 3, of which more anon ; but 
should the fan be obliterated by a heavy 
postmark, or be worn down, then take the' 
absence of the date which proves that it is 
not a., with the closeness of the lines in the 
spandrels, whiph distinguishes it from its 
congener 3. With respect to the shading of 
the ground on which the pick and shovel lie, 
it is in the true type 2, always wanting. In 
our own series of twenty picked and different 
varieties, we find two with shading right 
across the ground, one very clear, with a 
great many lines of shading, which wo have 
called var. a. \ in the other the lines of 
shading are few. On two others we have a 
few strokes of shading, the remaining six- 
teen being of the pure type. This average 
will be found pretty just. In addition to 
var. &., we have identified another, which 
we introduce as c, no clouds. It will be 
observed that in all these No. 2 there 
are clouds ; even the most worn copies have 
slight tracings of them, but this vai'Iety is a 
fine deep impression, precluding the idea of 
their absence being the result of wear. We 
have further verified this by another speci- 
men of the same variety, in an almost equal 
state of perfection. There will be noticed 
in this variety, a peculiar shape of the w in 
TWO, it is flattened (or truncated will per- 
haps better explain) on the left side, owing 
.to the T preceding it being extra large. We 
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liave a fnrfclier curious variety, which we 
feel wants verification, namely, a rouletted 
specimen of one of the worn impressions. 
This copy has been in our album for a lenp^th 
of time, and has always passed for a fine 
copy of the worn impression, but in examin- 
ing recently, when all our twopenny Sydneys 
were being re-arranged and unbacked, we 
remarked this seeming roulette, which re- 
sembles that found on many of the New 
Zealands, and is extremely difficult to 
identify. The edge left on the stamp by 
"this roulette is simply ragged, showing no 
distinctive dents, as in the later roulettes ; 
ihe appearance is often the same as if the 
stamp had been severed from the ones ad- 
joining by doubling the paper, and tearing 
away. Perhaps these early roulettes the 
public did not understand ; very likely the 
stamps did not separate easily, and the paper 
\vas doubled on the rouletted lines, and then 
torn asunder, which, if we try it ourselves 
with a penknife and a piece of paper, at 
once give us ragged edges, without much 
trace of the roulette holes or cuts. 

We have said that our copy of the two- 
penny rouletted requires verification, it is 
in this way, — the roulette marks only show 
along one of the side edges, and, there being 
no other, copy of any New South Wales 
stamp known to us so perforated, this copy 
is, of course, doubtful, as it does not show 
decided dents along the torn edge, but re- 
sembles those ragged and difficult- to-be- 
distinguished roulettes which we find on the 
stamps of New Zealand. Many of the 
i*oulettes of this last country are very clear, 
showing large cuts in the paper, far clearer 
than those to be found on the sixpenny 
Victoria, blue. Queen on throne. 

* The varieties of No, 2 type as they at 
present stand, are — 

• a. Ground shaded across. 
5. Fan with six segments. 
c. No clouds. 

3. — The only certain test for this is the 
presence of the pearl on the fan, in con- 
junction with which we find a clear engraving, 
and spandrels of lines wider apart and very 
regularly separated; each line can be fol- 
lowed by the eye through all its undulations. 
We have little fresh to say about these, ex- 
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cept that we have never met with specimens 
much worn. The only variety we have 
noticed is one with six segments to the fan ; 
the colour of our specimen of which is an 
excessively bright ultra-marine blue. 

Having now rendered the determination 
of specimens into one of the three leading 
divisions easy to bo made, we will advance 
another idea, illustrating and proving from 
specimens before us the probability of what 
we are advancing. From the Government 
Gazetfe we are enabled to prove that the 
views of Sydney were issued January 1st, 
1850, and about August, 1851, the first two- 
penny laurels were ready for use, followed 
by penny stamps at tho end of the same 
year. This gives us a period of about 
eighteen months for the circulation of tho 
Sydneys. We find the following differences 
exist between tho p'apers of the twopenny 
Sydneys of the rough type, Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 

1. — Has the paper in two ways ; the fine 
clear impressions, evidently the first, are on 
a porous yellow-white paper varying in in- 
tensity of tone, causing us to give the variety- 
last month as upon white and upon yellowish 
papers, whereas these two merely owe their 
greater or less depth of yellow to age or 
circumstances. The ink has a greater pro- 
portion of oil than we find elsewhere, and 
the paper being porous the oil. is absorbed 
by the stamp, and so we frequently find this 
variety showing a greasy edge to every lino 
in the design. As the impressions become 
more worn so tho paper becomes of a 
smoother texture, loses its sponginess, and is 
of a whiter tone ; the colour even of the 
printing ink alterfng, becoming more de- 
cidedly blue. On the yellowish paper the 
colour is a peculiar creamy shade of dull- 
blue, not approached by any twopenny of 2 
or 3 with which we have met. 

2. — Upon a pale- blue paper of a very hard 
smooth texture we find light and dark shades 
of deep-blue, indeed we have a copy of a 
sky-blue shade. We next have a very strong 
dull- white paper,laid vertically, and showing 
the vergure (the laid lines) very deep in tho 
paper; the colour in which our two aro 
printed appears the nearest match to that of 
the worii stamps of No. 1, which arc printed 
in dark-blue as stated above. We next 
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come to the worn stamps, which diflfer from 
the worn impressions of 1 and 3 in this, that 
though the lines in the spandrels be worn 
quite away, we yet find the view tolerably 
clear and the fan invariably distinct, fre- 
quently the view has every line well pre- 
served, as also the side frames and the 
lettering, top and bottom. Another singu- 
larity about No. 2 worn impressions, is the 
thickness and comparative whiteness of the 
paper, which is hard and finely surfaced; 
the colour, also, has a distinctive peculiarity, 
being an intensely bright pure blue, perhaps 
from its purity more susceptible to accidental 
changes, since we seldom find the pure shade, 
although we find every gradation of dis- 
colouration from blue to blue-black and 
plive. We still find another variety of 
paper, one rather thin in comparison with 
the last mentioned, of a dirty brown-white, 
and the blue of the impression much dis- 
coloured; doubtless this is the blue-paper 
stamp changed by some fortuitous circum- 
stance to its present tone, although they are 
frequently to be met with. Our rouletted 
stamp is the wotn one, in the deep shade of 
Jblue. 

3. — ^We notice this on three papers ; first, 
vertically laid, thick, hard, and yellowish- 
white, colour the same bright pure-blue met 
with in the last series. Second, dull-white 
and struck in blue similar to the last, but 
not so pure. Third, upon blue paper of va- 
rious tones ; the blue of the ink is generally 
rather pale or subdued, but not invariably. 
We have it on a rather thinner paper than or- 
dinary, pure-blue in tone, and struck in bright 
ultra-marine. The blue papers are those 
most commonly met with, that upon laid is 
rare. 

From these notes on the different papers, 
we see that the three divisions, 1, 2, and 3, 
occur upon papers and in shades peculiar to 
each, except in the case of 2 and 3, where 
we do find a close approach in some copies, 
although not an actual resemblance. This 
leads but to one conclusion, that 1, 2, and 3 
were different plates, .separately engraved, 
and issued at separate intervals. Had they 
all been issued upon one plate and struck off 
together, specimens of 2 and 3 must have 
come before us printed in the creamy shade 



of blue upon the porous yellow paper, which 
everyone is forced to acknowledge is peculiar 
to No. 1. Apropos to this we may notice 
that this creamy blue twopenny is, without 
doubt, the fellow to the ' rose, a creamy tint,* 
mentioned in our last paper, and which 
frequently shows the oil in the printing ink, 
but to the detriment of the impression. 
The oil marks do not detract much from 'the 
appearance of the blue stamp, although they 
give a most unhealthy appearance to the 
fellow pennies. 

The true shades and the papers peculiar to 
each division, we should take as follows : — 

1. — Creamy-blue upon soft yellowish paper. 

2. — Dark-blue upon dull pale-blue. Intense 
pure-blue (discoloured to blue-black and 
olive) on stiff, hard, dull-white paper oc^ 
casionally laid. 

3. — Pure-blue upon pure-blue. 

We, last month, tried to dispose of argu- 
ments in favour of one plate for all penny 
Sydney s, and we have this month tried the 
more ambitious task of proving that three 
plates were made for the roughly-engraved 
twopennies. This we have done to the best 
of our abilities, and hope that the proofs ad- 
duced by us may be found trustworthy, and 
may be of sufficient interest to induce others 
to follow up the study which we have so 
laboriously begun. We will conclude the 
present paper with a few observations upon 
the finely-engraved twopenny stamps. 

There seem but two prominent varieties 
of this type — the one with four trees on the 
hill, the other without any. In these 
splendidly-engraved stamps the sky is a 
mass of fine shading, as also the foreground 
and the hill itself; the man ploughing ia 
wonderfully clear, and, in comparison with 
the rough engravings, they are from finely- 
cut dies. The paper is woven, yellowish- 
white, and the colour perhaps a trifle creamy, 
but of a curious dingy shade (seep. 71). 
The worn impressions are upon a whitish 
paper, and the blue of the impression is 
paler than in general. As we have before 
said, the proportion of good copies amongst 
a number of specimens is very small, indeed 
a thoroughly clear copy is of great rarity, 
for the die could not have been long in use 
ere it deteriorated. 



June 1, 18b7.] THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAaAZINE. 



85 



. The threepeimy stamps have hitherto 
passed us with a very sh'ght notice, and as 
far as the view itself is concerned, wo have 
very httle. to say. It seems a counterpart 
in every important particular of No. 2 two- 
penny, except that the motto, sic fobtis 
£TBUBIA CBSVIT, is Written in three lines, and 
that in place of a fan ornament, we have a 
three-looed thing, looking more like three 
'fir cones,' than anything else of which we 
can think. We find it upon yellowish paper, 
soft and spongy, which shows much of the 
oil in the printing ink, though we have never 
met with it in the advanced greasy state of 
the twopenny upon the same paper ; upon 
white paper, and upon blue woven paper. 
The colours in which they are impressed are 
different shades of yellow-green and emerald- 
green. A very rare proof exists of this 
value in very dark-green, upon toned paper, 
which is a magnificent-looking stamp, though 
from its very great rarity it is seldom to be 
seen, even in the finest of collections. 

In the selection of a good series of Sydneys 
for one's album, where a limit is imposed, a 
good copy of each of the fallowing ought to 
sufiice : 

One penny, rough, on dull-white. 

on pure blue, 
selecting a good distinct blue paper, as this 
will give us the two clearest colours, red and 
lake. 
One penny, finCy dark rosy-lake on yellowish. 

lake-red on blue. 
Twopence, ?*oi*^^,l,on yellowish, pale creamy- 
blue. 

2, on dull pale-blue. 

on smooth, hard, dull- white 
paper. 

3, pure blue paper. 

And a variety may be added of either of the 
last upon laid paper, 

Twopence, ^ne, on yellowish. 
Threepence, on yellowish, 

on blue. 
If more are wished, the following may be 
added to make a fine series: 
One penny, roughs on bluish-white, lake-red, 

ditto laid, lake-red. 
One penny,^Me, pale rosy-lake, on yellowish. 
Twopence, roughj 1, on smooth, hard paper, 

dark-blue. 



2, laid paper, dark^blue. 
8, dull- white, deep-blue, 
laid paper, intense blue, 
blue paper, ultramarine. 
Twopence, fine, two shades of the clear 
stamp may be introduced, as also a worn 
impression, choosing the latter upon a& 
white a paper as possible, to afford a better 
contrast. 

Of course 'if we take more than these, we 
come to the varieties of design, which we do 
not consider in this case to be of such im- 
portance as copies showing the distinctions 
of paper and colour, as pointed out. In 
selecting these stamps for a collection, let 
the preference be always given to stamps 
with a full margin ; nothing detracts from a 
fine copy of a good stamp more than the 
absence of a margin, and whatever we do 
with our stamps, never let the scissors 
approach their margins. It is a remnant of 
barbarity to arrange a fine collection in any 
album printed and ruled for the reception of 
stamps. A collector's album should be a 
handsome blank book, and his arrangement 
his own. He is not then tied down to a 
single square for a stamp which he may find 
in half a dozen more forms than a ruled 
album would have space for ; neither is he 
forced to clip and shear his stamps to fit 
the appointed space. We do not mean to 
say but that a printed album is of infinite 
service to many, but after a certain stage 
a printed album cramps one, and makes col- 
lecting simply a fight to fill all the ruled 
spaces, instead of an interesting study, 
having for its object the formation of a col- 
lection, whose boundaries shall be with the 
owner, and not with the pnjiter of the album. 
The postmark upon the twopenny stamps is 
frequently an entire obliteration of the 
whole stamp, they are often much mangled 
by clipping, and not unfrequently they are 
irreparably spoilt by being fastened on the 
letter by a wafer, to cause the tight adhesion 
of which the sender used one of those 
serrated seals peculiar to offices. We have 
met with many thus barbarously treated 
and spoilt for any collector's use, by one or 
more of the above causes, so it will be seen 
that fine clear copies, with good margins, 
are really uncommon. We have been able 
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to. prove from the Government Gazette, that 
the views of Sydney were issued on the Isfc 
of. January, 1850, and that the first of the 
laurel series -was issued in August, 1851, so 
that in nineteen months we have four 
different emissions of the twopenny views 
of Sydney, — rather a large number. The 
consideration of the reasons for these 
numerous stamps, taken in conjunation 
with a study of the comparative dates of 
issue of the Sydneys in connection with the 
laureated series, promises to be of con- 
siderable interest when fully worked out. 
As we are at present engaged upon it, our 
readers will be glad to escape for the space 
of another month from any more about the 
views of Sydney. 

VERY OLD POSTMARKS. 

The stamps represented below carry us back 
far beyond the days of Rowland Hill — be- 
yond the days of Palmer — to the time when 
the postal service of the metropolis was per- 
formed by 9, private person. The happy 
thought of instituting a London metropolitan 
post occurred to John Murray, an uphol- 
sterer, in 1683, suggested perhaps by the 
success of private carriers in other parts. It 
was, we may safely assume, a very profitable 
speculation, for only a few years after we 
find the government settling upon its then 
proprietor — Mr. Dockwra — a pension of two 
hundred pounds a year, a sum equal to four 
or five times that amount in the present 
currency. 

The correspondence of a busy capital — 
busy in pleasure, if not work — must even 
then have bec^n something considerable, and 
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John Murray's trifling charge probably 
encouraged it. A penny per letter was the 
rate at which he carried the amatory effu- 
sions of the belles and beaux of the period, 
and the business epistles of city merchants. 
Adhesive stamps, however, were not ror 




quired, but each letter was hand->stamped. 
The impressions had not much superfluous 
ornament about them, but were pkun and to 
the purpose, as the reader will see. 
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They are the earliest known postmarkfl,. 
and they establish the facts that correspondw 
ence was prepaid and that there were then 
[1683-4] two deliveries only per day, namely, 
at twelve at noon and at nine in the evening. 
The different initials in the centre would 
also seem to show that some kind of check 
was in use. 

ESSAYS FOR THE EMPIRE OP 

HAITI. 

We have been favoured by Mr. T. W. Kitt 
with the following interesting extract from 
a letter written by a merchant at Port-au-» 
Prince, Haiti, to a friend (a stamp-collector) at 
Weymouth, and sent to Mr. Kitt for perusal. 
The letter is dated ' Port-au-Prince, March 
20th, 1867,* and was brought by the Boyal 
Mail Company's steam-ship Atrato, which ar- 
rived at Southampton on the I2th April last. 

*' I have just returned from Cape Hfutien, 
and did not forget to make the inquiries 
respecting stamps (which you requested me 
to do) there, as well as in Port-au-Prince. 
The Haitien government is too much occu- 
pied with internal broils in the shape of 
revolutions to give much attention to postal 
matters, consequently the republic of £[aiti 
cannot at present boast of possessing post* 
age stamps. 

' When at Cape Haitien I had occasion to 

visit Mr. F , a planter, who resides at 

about six miles from that city, and was in- 
troduced to hijs son, a young coloured gen- 
tleman^ who, in the course of conversation^ 
turned out to be what we Englishmen call a 
" curiosity collector." Knowing that I was 
acquainted with his father, he politely in< 
vited me to view his ohjetsy an invitation 
which I accepted, and found that his cbllec* 
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•tion principeUy oonflisis of toaall articles of 
Tiativa workmandiip, formerly belonging to 
the Haitien monarchs, Dessalines, Cbristo* 
phe, and Sonloaqne, cheriBbed not froip a 
respect for royalty, but to illustrt^te th^ sfe^te 
of the arts in bis country. What attracted 
my attention roost was some sheets of post- 
age stamps, or what .1 think you call 
"essays," privately prepared by order of, 
and submitted to, the Emperor Faustin I. 
(Seulouque), but from some cause or other 
never adopted. Of these essays, young Mv. 

F r has but one perfect sheet, comprising 

seven stamps (three in the top and four in 
the bottom row), values 6, 10, 12, 15, 25, 50 
centimes, and 1 franc, which are printed 
respectively in. violet, green, vermilion, blue, 
orange, grey, and pink; while in the two 
remaining sheets, or rather portions of 
sheets, the stamps are all printed in black. 

' There is but one design for the whole set 
of stamps, and the description is as follows : 

— rectangular, the arms 
of the empire of Haiti (a 
shield bearing the im- 
perial eagle, and the tree 
of liberty ; supporters, 
two lions) in a circle ; and 
surrounded by a band bear- 
ing the words, faustin i., 
EMPERECTR; at thc top of 
each stamp is the inscrip- 
tion, EMPIRE d'haiti, with the date, 1850, in the 
comers, while at the bottom will be found, 
TiMBRE-POSTE, and the value in both corners. 
The stamps are tolerably well executed, and 
were prepared in Port-au-Prince, each sheet 
having printed at the top, bureau des posteb 

DB L' empire d'HAITI, PAR l'ORDRE DB L'EMPfc- 

BEUR, and at the bottom, port-au- prince, 
juiN, 1860. 

' After much persuasion, I induced young 




Mr. F- 



to allow me to take one of the 



imperfect sheets home, that I might copy 
the design of the stamps. This I was en- 
abled to do after some four hours work upon 
it, and consequently I now send you a pen* 
and-iuk sketch of one of them, which will 
give you a very good idea of what they are. 
The central design being more than 1 could 
manage, I took a rubbing from a coin in Mr. 
F 's possession, the arms on which I 



found to be an exact counterpart. The size 
of the stamp will no doubt appear, very large 
to you, but it was carefully measured on 
paper in all its details from the original. 

-From what I can learn, the projected 
issue of postage stamps by the Emperor 
Faustin was not to be wondered at, con- 
sidering that he took France for his pattern 
in many things ] take for instance the char- 
acter and antecedents of his coronation. 
The stamps themselves you will see bear 
some similitude to those at present in use in 
France (?) I shall have to make another 
journey to Cape Haitien, when the country 
is a little tranquillised, so if you entertain any 
idea of making an offer for one of the sheets^ 
or wish for any farther particulars respect^ 
ing them, do not fail to let me know by next 
mail. Mr. F — r- believes that these were 
not the only essays prepared by order of the 
emperor, but they are the only ones that he 
has been able to meet with.' 

The engraving above given was copied 
from the tracing alluded to, which was 
kindly forwarded with the letter by Mr. Kitt. 

NEWLT-ISSUED OR INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

The first three or four months of the year 
are, so far as past experience goes, the most 
prolific of stamps, .but the present year 
seems to be an exception, as the influx of 
new stamps continues still. The number of 
novelties has not, we believe, been so great 
in the whole, as in former years, but they have 
been more equally distributed over the spring 
months than before. We are happy to be able 
to introduce the emissions of two new coun- 
tries this month, and commence with 

Heligoland. — We are not aware what 
stamps have hitherto been employed upon 
this little sandbank, but presume the British 
have done duty, and that the values of our 
home stamps were not the exact equivalents 
of the postage on German letters. Hence, 
or for some other equally cogent reason, the 
authorities have caused a series to be emitted, 
which philatelists will welcome. Though 
not deserving to be placed in the first rank 
amongst stamps of distinguished excellence, 
they are far superior to many of the conti- 
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neatttl Btamps, They were designed' xnA 
J exeonted nt the Berlin 
! office, wfaetv the PrnsflHm 
{ aud most of the other 
\ German Btampe are made, 
i bat \Te are glad that a 
L drffbrent etyle of device 
[ was citosen,' from that of 
'■ the PraesiaQ tbeaiselvee, 
And theircongesers. The bead in the centre, 
onrTeaderBwill pcrhapa wcognize ae that of 
onrQuBeii) more front' ite UlGene^g to the 
other flttnnp pDrttiwtft of ixec H&jwty thnti 
ft-om any real, resemblaace ■to ber. This 
portrait'is, baWBTer,'efi&0SBed, and its finer 
traits can haF^y'bs' copiM, botapon an 
examination of 'the stKmp' jtsetf, it wilt, we 
think, be 'coiiffid»d that ihia portrait is an 
Advance upon all the otbera> Some attempt 
ia made to reprassntoniisovvreign'BJeatiires 
as they actnatty appear to ns ; aad this in 
itself, aa trath ia always so desirabte, ie a 
commendaUe'Sfiort. Our vBgn-viag will 
-anffioiently ahovr tbe dueign, which is plain 
and' neat. Tiie' pecniutniy of tliese Btain|t3 
is, that the eeriea, canaiatiDg of /our tbIqcb, 
is all printed in two colonraj rose and green, 
differently disposed on each stamp. The 
Talaes are, 

4 scbilling. 



The ^ BohiDJng ha« the eentral oval green, 
' the Bpandi-<ds rose, and tJte border ajod in- 
scription in green letters on awhite ground. 
In Uie 1 sdiillin^ these colotars ih« reversed, 
the centre ia rose, the spandrels green, and 
the borderand'lettersroee on white. In the 
2 Bohillin^ the centre aniJ spandrels are 
green, the insoriptions are in White letters- on 
dark labels, and the figures in the eorcers 
are printed in rose. The 6 Bchilling is the 
fipposite, oval and spandrels rose, and frame 
greea, with white corners, containing dark 
figarea. They are printed from componnd 
dies on white paper, in sheets of -Sftji per- 
forated a la ivuletle, and were issned on the 
15th of April. 

HoBGiUYv — Bya paragraph in omr cnrrent 
,'Foatal Chit-chat,' it will be seen that stamps 
for tluB kingdom. may be .expected,. Tmly 



the phitatelist^B album is becoming in- 
oidenttJIy a Talaable wad tmstworthj 
eiironiole of - the worid's bistory. 

OcaTEUALA. — ^We this month pT«Beni«nr 
readers with an illnstiatioti 
of the design fiir thmconntry. 
In thoartiole estraotediroai 
L'Evenement, whic^ ap- 
peared jnonr FebrnaryMo.i 
it was stated that stajnpa 
for Chiatemala were being 
prepared in.ithe Hetal' det 
Mennaiea, ^aot at the time 
we'< warned onr readers i^ainst implicitly 
Rxoepting this statement as correct. As the 
proef &omiwbwfa' ne last month described 
maS reoaived from the United States, it ia 
mero than'profaable that this tasteiol design 
ia, as we snj^ested, tbe work of iwe of tha 
bank>iiote companins of New Toit. 

St. Salyauoh.— This republic appears at 
last to have issned stamps. A very abort 
» j^ time after that very 

^ e^ odd looking one real 

S fj appeared, we received 

^j |c Buch information as 

^' f? ledns first to distrust, 

' ^- ti and then altogether to 

S j !^ disbelieve in it,bTit the 

present stamp is one 
which is most nndonbtedly aathentic. It is 
a very handsome- looking affair, printed on 
plain white paper, nnwaterroarked, obloog, 
and perforated, 18 by 12. It is evidently 
of American prodnction. The only stamp 
we faavo seen is 2 realcs green, of tbe eame 
shade as the Kewfonndlaod '2 c, bat we 
have in onr possession proofs in tbe following 
shades and valnes : 

t real blue. 

1 „ vermilion. 

2 „ green. 
4 „ brown. 

and we are informed by a correspondent, 
that he has specimena of 1 rl. pink nad 
3 rlB. brown, obliterated we preaome. The 
general design is tJiat of a volcanic monntain 
in eruption, on a plane horizon with 11 stara 
ronnd it, the whole enoloaed in an ova.\ 
frame. At the fonr angles is tbe fignre of 
value in an ornamental circle, and ia 
ited bands above,' and below are 
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CORRBOS f>Bt^ and EiLYADOR, TOBpectively ; at 

each end tbe rolae in. like bandB, in wordi 
at length. Tbe gronud is formed of minute 
TvpetitioiiB of the ntune of the nnmeral — 
doa in the stamp beibre as. The oblitera^ 
tion is an oval mark, oomposed «f dtflmond- 
Bhaped dote, maoh like tl^t in former usa in 
Tnacany. 

Itali. — W© were miB-informed as to the 
date when the new 2l) o. wonld oomo into 
ck^mlittion. It haa been in actire employ- 
jueDt'Since the lat uU. 
. SwiTZEKLAKt). — The new envelope is ont, 
and tboae who nmj have 
hoped for great thuiga, 
judging from the adhcsires, 
\ will be d4aap|>ointed. The 
I «olonr, carmine, is good, 
bat tbe entire stamp is too 
small and insignificant. It 
looks too mnch like a seal. 
The twenty-two elare are intended to indi- 
cate the twenty-two cantons forming the 
confederation, the dove with letter ia onr 
old acqnaintaace on tlie Basle stamp, A 
conespondent at Zurich mfornia us that 
s decree has been issued appointing the let 
of July for its emission. The large and 
uncommon-looking stamp here represented 
franks the corre- 
Bponduice of the 
Genevese oonuoil 
V ^ Btate. It is 
A printed in black 
Hi Ml the centre of 
J the npper part of 
/ the envelopes, and 
; bears, as will be 

seen, the arms of 
the canton. At 
the lower lelVhand comer is the word 
OFFICIAL. We are informed that any one 
who, having the right to use these en velopes, 
gives them to unofficial friends, is gravely 
compromised. 

Venezuela.— The series 
of the annexed type has 
been lately completed by 
the emission of aiialf cen- 
tavo yellowish-green, and 
one centavo blne-gre^. 
Spaim.— A third con- 





gressiontd stamp has lately come to li^t, 
w^ioh is, we believe, the earliest of the three. 
According to a correspondent in a foreign 
journal, prior to the 1st July, 
]85i5, the prepayment of 
letters fay means of stamps 
was optimal. Snbseqnently 
aa oblong stamp, bearing the 
letters a y D (senators and 
de|inties),. was printed in 
black or. bine upoB the letters 
of. the members of the Spanish parliament. 
The siltings of. the senate were suspended 
for a time, bat oa their meeting again in 
18S7, the stamp above deseribed .was issued. 

IsMk (SciNDi). — Nearly two 
years and a half ago a corre- ^ 
spondent described in s 
published in vol. iiii, p 
stamp once used in the proTince N 
of Scittde. Sinoe then he has 
kindly endea;voiFred to obtain a perfect spe- 
cimea. from which an engraving might be 
made, but having been onsoccessful, he has 
favoured us with his -own copy, which is 
represented above. The stamp is a simple 
embossed tincolonred impression. In the 
specimen we describe from, the upper seg^ 
ment of the heart in the centre is absent, and 
the ornament above is also imperfect. Onr 
correspondent states that the stamp was 
issued during Sir Bartle Frere's administra- 
tion of the province, and imagines that the 
owitral device had some reference to his 
arms. It was in otronlation m 1863-4, bat 
probably oiJy a few were issaed, and the 
emission ceased altogether when the stamp 
for the entire Isdian empire came out. The 
paper on which the Scinde stamp is im- 
pressed is, or rather was, white: age or 
some external agency has oonsiderably dis- 
coloured it. We should be glad if any of 
our readers coutd give as nrther details 
concerning this rare and inleresting stamp. 

Gbhuant. — It is rep>»ied that a uniform 
type of stamp has been adopted for all the 
entire Korth Germao confederation, includ- 
ing Prussia. 

Chili. — We hear of a new issne for this 
country as likely scan to appear, and are 
told tbe design is niach like tbe present 
stamp, but of finer detail and execution. 



ed 
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^ Obeat Brmain.— We have officaii infor* 
niation thati stamps, vahie re^eoiively 10d.j^ 
2s;, and 58«, will be sborily dssucd. We 
liope the opportimitj. of this ne;ii^''^€3i|Qs^ioii 
has been taJ^n tO; produce a Resign whiph 
shall really be worthy of this country, 
stamps themselves will . be a ^eat 
venience. The tenpenny in pfirticular, pre^ 
paying the single Marseilles Vate, will be 
found very useful. The higher values are 
also much needed, as there is so much cor- 
respondenee between this country and ou^ 
of- the- way places, to which the postage is 
very high. Our colonies hare set the mother 
post-office an example in this as in other 
matters. Several already possess lOd., 2s., 
and 5s. stamps, and others are every now 
and then bemg added to the list. 
. CoirsTANTiNOPLB. — We regret to find that 
the reports of the stoppage of the local post 
of this city is well founded. On the Slst 
of March the letteivbozes were closed, and 
the service was suspended until further notice. 
The cause of this -suspension is the want of 
support on the part of the public, and of 
the government. Its stamps, which were 
all hond'jrde employed in the prepayment of 
postage, and post^ marked, will probably 
become rare should the service not be re* 
opened. 

ViBttiN l8i^ANDS.-^We have just been far 
vcmred with information by the postmaster 
of Tortola that shilling and fourpenny stamps 
folT these islands are now being prepared, 
and are expected to be ready hj the end of 
July. The virgin will be represented with 
h^ head encircled with stars, but without a 
lamp in her hand, and the border of lamps 
will also be omitted. The shilling stamp 
will bear the virgin blaek on a red ground, 
the fourpenny red on white. 

McMiESNET. — The designer of the stamps 
fbr this commune, described in our last 
number, turns out to be no less a personage 
than M. Moens. Our readers, we are sure, 
on reference to the cmgraving, will commend 
his taste, and regret with us that, as we 
now learn, the stamps are not to be issued, 
^here are, it appears, considerable difficulties 
in the way (^ emittinir stamps specially for 
the free commune of Moresnet. In the first 
place, the commune, has no post-office ^ in 



the second place, it has ' no postmaster* 
The arrangements fbr the receipt and de« 
livery of letters within the district are^ a4 
present, rather primitive, but sufficient for 
the requirements of the inhabitants. Two 
boxes are the receptacles for the Moresnet 
fiorrespondence, and two postmen fi^rm the 
administrative staff, but even they have 
to coiiie frbm the h^ghbouring countries to 
collect and distribute the letters. The tw^ 
boxes belong respectively to Prussia and to 
Belgium, and are cleared by their respective 
postmen, who come, the one ftova Monteen 
on the Belgian side, the other from Herbes- 
thal, the nearest Prussian town*' Neither of 
these postmen has taken up^n himself the 
eniiission of sti^nps. The id^ is solely du;p 
to M. Moens, and the philatelic world in 
general, ourselves in particular, must be 
g^teful for the details he gave last mouth, 
under the pseudonym of J. S. Neom, con- 
cerning them. In plain English, we havd 
been hoaxed, in good company it is true, for 
Le TimhrophUe no more saw the joke than 
we did, so well was the letter concocted, and 
so fine — so very difficult to perceive, wa 
might say were we disposed to be captious — 
the point. There s^re, we .admits reading by 
a new light, some yqshj auspicious -items in 
the information, and we €^^k^^^b&^hi^e seen 
them at first, but, in ftyot, ae we n€prer*^iaie w 
M. Moens to imake a' joke on so serious a 
subject as the issue Qf.gtaiiips, we did .n^t 
dream of his perpetrating one in the present 
instance, and trusted hivn,'^iio|} wisely , h^t 
too welK' Howev^i ervare kuman^nl: esi 
and after all, out of .;eTil comes good, for onr 
own and our readers' -frttwe of knowledge is 
increased by the inforriiation^ which t^^'true, 
relative to the pdsition, sti^e, and adminis- 
tration of one of the most out-of-the-way 
corners in the world. 

BiRAZiL. — The shades of colours in the 
speeimeng vary much, pattbalady in the 
80 reis, two copies of which are now before 
us; the due a dark-purpIe,^ the other, so 
mtich lighter and fainter in tint as to be 
almost mauve. 

MoNTBvrDEO.' — Our readers will, no doubt, 
have noticed that the current stamps for 
this state, with the exception of the 1 c, are 
inscribed gentbcimos^ The substitutioa of 
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the e for s ai tlie end of the second syllable 
was a mistake of the engravers, which we 
learn has now been corrected in the enve- 
lopes. When a new supply .of the adhesives 
is worked off, the like correction will, we 
suppose, be made in them, if it is possible 
to change the c to s in each of those minute 
repetitions of the word centesimos. 

ViOTOHiA. — What we have just said of the 
80 reis of Brazil, is applicable to some speci-^ 
mens of the last-emitted threepence of this 
colony ; there are two very distinct hues — » 
light and dark — among the sheets of the 
rosy-purple threepences which have been 
sent to England by the last mails. The 
watermark remains a single-lined figure 8. 
We have also met with a copy of the two- 
pence lanreated head in circle, now in use, 
watermarked with a single-lined figure 4; 
this makes another variety for those curious 
iu such matters, the specimen we saw was 
evidently recently printed. 

Hamburg.— We noticed in our April 
number the emission of watermarked en- 
velopes for this city. We now give an 




engraving of the mark, the same size as 
the original, and from which it has been 
carefully copied. To the ^ schg. and 4 schg. 
with this watermark must now be added 
the 2 schg. red, and in course of time we 
fihall- no doubt «ee it upon, alh • 



Natal. — ^One shilling, a new value ha^ 
jiist been issued. It is a deep-gsreen in 
colour, and very lik^ the threepence Ceylon 
in design. We will give detaUs next moBth^ 



THE AUSTRIAN SPEEAD-EAGLE. 

The Comhill Mugazine for last montl) 
contains an erudite article entitled ^Th^ 
eagle of the German empire,' from which 
we venture to extract some details which, 
we believe, will prove interesting to our 
readers. 

Our business is with the present insignia 
of Austria — the double-headed eagle — but to 
trace its connection with the empire, it i^ 
necessary to go back to the time when the 
imperial bird was blessed with only • one 
head. The first appearance of the eagle 
in Germany was with Charlemagne, who^ 
after being crowned emperor, in Some, on 
the 25th December, 800, adopted the old 
Eoman eagle for his cognizance, and placed 
a figure of the bird on his palace at Aix la 
Chapelle, with its head turaed towards 
Germany, which position it continued in 
until the invasion of Lothaire of France 
and the capture of that town in ^78, when 
the victorious monarch, it is said, turned the 
eagle's head towards France, 

The imperial bird continued to be the 
symbdi of the Boman-German empire from 
the days of Charlemagne downwards, and 
still keeping its original form as a natural 
bird, so far as the grotesque drawing of 
the heraldic artist would admit; that is, 
a single-headed eagle without erown, scep- 
tre, sword, monde, or aureola. It is first 
met jivith on the imperial insignia in the 
middle of the eleventh century; and is 
afterwards found on thrones, stat^ seals^ 
sceptres, and coins. It also figures on the 
state banners ; and we note, 6f» jtasaanL, that 
the purple dalmaiics of the Emperor, of 
which a list is given as early as 1350, were 
described as bearing many small yellow 
shields charged with a single-headed black 
eagle. Subsequently, a serpent was added 
to the arms, suspended beneath the imperial 
eagle, no doubt, in commemoration of the 
annexation of the principality of Milan to 
the empire, by Otto III., in 996, when he 
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took tlie town, and proclaimed bimself King 
ofLombardie.* 

*The double-eagle displayed/ as it in 
technicallj called^ appears, according to 
some writers, for the first time in the early 
part of the fifteenth century, wh^i it 
was adopted by the emperor Sigismond, as 
a particular distinction of the Roman im- 
perial dignity in opposition to that of the 
German, which had been, since the days of 
Charlemagne especially distinguished by the 
simple ^ eagle displayed/ that is, the natural 
bird with its wings spread. The * double 
eagle displayed,' it is asserted, became &om 
this time the distinction of the German 
emperors, without, however, excluding the 
original ' single eagle,' which we find in the 
arms of Frankfort, and on many , public 
buildings of the empire in the fifteenth 
century shields carved in stone ar^ found, 
charged with the imperial ' double eagle dis- 
played ' holding in its talons another shield 
charged with the old single eagle. 

The real origin of the ' double eagle * is 
wrapped in obscurity, though many attempts 
have been made to explain it without any 
reliable a-uthority. Its adoption in Germany 
was, no doubt, in 'imitation of the emperors 
of the Western empire upon the decline of 
that of the East, especially by Sigismond, 
who, it is said, joined- the two eagles tc^ether, 
with their heads looking contrary ways, to 
show thd soyereigtities of the two empires 
joined in his person/ f But that it was 
carried by the emperors of Germa7iy long 
before Sigismond, there is evidence, as it was 
found on a coin struck in Holland under the 
emperor Louis of Bavaria, in the early part 
of the fourteenth century, as that sov-oreign 
was born in 1286 and died 1347. It is also 
found on the reverse of tlie seal of "VJTenceslaus 

* Turning to the Austrian and Venetian pages of our 
album, we notice tbst the 1<) kr. and 10 toldi of 1368 
have on the nght of the circle eonlaihing the portrait a 
shield bearing minute figures of single-headed eagles, 
and another shield, the lowest on the left side, containing 
the figure of a serpent. 

t We saw, in the Fall Mall (razeife^A different account 
of the origin of the symbol of the double-headed eagle. 
It was there stated that some German tribes defeated a 
Jloman gfenerai in the year 871 (we quote from memory), 
captured two eagles, aiid^ in token of their triumph, 
carved or moulded small Bgures of the two eagles placed 
.back to back, and sent them through the country. 



VII., emperor of Germ&ny and king of 
Bohemia, bom 1359. That the 'double 
eagle ' was carried by the emperors of the 
£ast long before it was imitated by those of 
the west of Europe, i^ere can be no doubt ; 
and that it continued to be their symbol 
down to the overthrow of that empire is also 
certain, as Iwan, or Ivan III. (Vassilievitch) 
of Russia, assumed for his arms the ' double 
eagle displayed,' in right of his wife Zoe, or 
Sophie, granddaughter of Michel Paleologus, 
that he might establish a claim to the im- 
perial throne of the East, which had just 
then been overthrown. 



A POSTAGE STAMP, h...- yj 

Dear Reader, what is a postage stamp ? 

A postage stamp ! why, of coilrse every- 
body knows what that is. A postage stamp 
is a printed piece of paper for franking 
letters or papers, &c., by the post, and is 
designed to save time and trouble in prepay- 
ing of postage. 

Dear reader, like the travellers in the 
famous chameleon story, you are right and 
wrong. A postage stamp is a guarantee 
issued by certain firms, and generally by 
those firms called governments, that a cer- 
tain amount of work shall be done by them 
in accordance with the value of the said 
guarantee, and, like all other guarantees, 
has become an interchangeable article, and 
thus is often used as representing the amount 
of money named on its face ; and its likeness 
to commercial guarantees has become more 
fully marked by the fact that our govern- 
mental firm has enabled it to be negociated 
with their agent, the post-office, at a certain 
discount. A postage stamp is also a sign of 
progress in the civilization of a country, 
though it is a remarkable fact, that the most 
highly-civilized countries have not all the 
most beautifully- designed or executed stamps, 
as will easily be seen by comparing those con- 
tained even in an ordinary-sized collection. 
Take, for instance, the later ones of the Sand-, 
wich Inlands, those of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
Turkey, &c., &c., and compare them with 
the current ones of Germany, the older 
Italian, some of the English, &c., and the 
superior skill displayed in the design and 
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angraving of the stamps of the semi-civilized 
countries will be apparent. 

Again, a postage stamp is an historical 
* landmark ' of the changes which occur, or 
have occurred, in the political and social life 
of a country, showing, by an alteration in 
its design, the succession of monarchs and 
revolutions, the influences of dominant coun- 
tries over the one from which it emanates, 
the transfer of mere nominal into actual 
power, and changes in monetary values. 
These are shown by an examination of the 
stamps of Prussia, Saxony, Roumania, &c., 
for the first ; those of France, Modena, Tus- 
cany, and other Italian States, Schleswig- 
Poistein, &c,^ for the second ; the last issues 
of Saxony, Qldenbarg, Lubeck, 4c., for the 
third ; those of Servia, for the fourth ; and 
those of Finland (new issue), Canada, Nova 
Scotia, 4c., for the last. A postage stamp 
is also an incentive to the increase of corres- 
pondence, and so becomes a friend to the 
human race, as it consequently increases the 
revenue returns, and thus tends to decrease 
taxation. The postmasterrgenerars returns 
for the year ending March 31st, 1867, show 
that a gross revenue of £1,470,000 accrued 
to the government from the postal service 
for that year. 

Looking at the * hero'— shall we say ? — of 
this article in another light, we shall find 
that it illustrates heraldic art by the nume- 
rous ' shields of arms ' so well known ; 
legendary art by the 'eagle, serpent, and 
cactus,' found ou the first stamps of the 
Mexican empire, of which th^ legend will bo 
found in FreacoWs Conquest of Mexico^ and in 
vol iii., page 28, of this magazine ; religious 
prejudices by those of Egypt and Turkey, 
as the Mahometan religion vetoes the re- 
presentation of figures of men or animals ; 
the productions of countries, by the codfish 
and seal on the stamps of Newfoundland ; 
and, lastly, it enables us to form a very good 
portrait gallery, by giving us the portraits 
of many sovereigns and eminent men. 

It is often, also, an assistant to the teacher 
in leading scholars to study with greater zeal, 
insomuch as it acts as a kind of aide meinoire 
to the remembrance of certain particulars 
concerning countries to which their exercises 
refer, more especially if the countries happen 



to be those which issue postage stamps. We 
wonder how many English people (before 
the ' science ' of philately commenced) knew 
where Corrientes or Bergedorf, or many other 
places, of which the names are now as 
familiar as * household words,' are situate ; 
or even the difference between a gnte-groschen 
and a neu-groschen, or a schilling and a 
sJcUUng. 

Its study also tends to induce a habit of 
observation of minutiae and order, the many 
differences of detail requiring to be carefiilly 
noted, and a systematic arrangement being 
necessary in order to exhibit the beauties 
and the uses of stamps. 

After thus showing many different lights 

in which a postage fetamp may be viewed, 

we think, dear reader, that you wiU scarcely 

acknowledge your ahswer to be the only 

one which our question involves ; and may 

perhaps help yoti to answer that oft-repeate J 

question of non-philatelists, 'What is the use 

of them ? * 

[The above is a concise summary of the oft-asserted 
advfmtages nctniiag from the stuay of sti^imps, which 
our feaders may we to eoafute the orgiuuents of uo't 
believers.— EdJ 



REVIEWS OP POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Opp^s PoBiage^ Stamp Album and Oatahgue 
of British and Foreign Postage Stamps, 
Ninth edition. London : W. Stevens. 

Wb have already had occasion to review the 
present edition of this excellent album,* and 
now revert to it only to notice its re-issue in 
a more elegant binding. Tor the old in- 
scription on the side, an ornamental in- 
scribed ring, enclosing a representation of an 
English postage stamp, impressed in gold, is 
substituted, and this stamp also appears on 
the back. There is no special reason why a 
sixpenny or shilling stamp should be placed 
on the cover of a four or enx*shiliing book ; 
its duty must consist simply in being orna- 
mental, and that it unquestionably is. The 
publisher has also issued gilt-edged copies of 
the album and catalogue, very handsomely 
bound, at a price but little above that of 
the others. To a young collector, any one 

♦ Tfie Stamp- Collector' » Magazine^ vol. iv., p. 189, . 
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of these albnfns would form a veiy accept- 
able present. 

Katalog iiher alle sett 1840 his ende Aprils 
1867, ausgegehen Brief marken alter Lclri' 
der mil hdgedrtickten Verkaufs^reisen* 
Leipzig : Zschiesche & Koder. 

Messbs. Zschiehchi; <& Koder have fonnd 
it necessary to issue another edition of their 
price list,. which we doubt not our German 
friends find veiy useful. It has been brought 
up to the time of publication, and is clearly 
and carefully arranged. The system of nu- 
Bxera^ion adopted is .also of great assistance 
in ordering. The .publishers have wisely 
oniitted the English preface, which in a 
former edition caused sk) much amusement. 

Mason^s Coin and Stamp-Collector* s Magazine. 
Philadelphia : Mason & Co. 

We have received two numbers of this 
magazine, which is well printed and interest- 
ing. The precedence given to coins in the 
title is carried out in the contents, which 
consist principally of paragraphs treating of 
'niiiiiismatology.' It would seem that 
hitherto coin collecting has been a rather 
neglected pursuit in the United States, and 
the magazine before us is an attempt to 
awaken a more general interest in it. The 
philatelic portion of the paper consists simply 
of a Jist of stamps (to be continued 
monthly), the information contained in 
which is not remarkably novel. We wish 
our contemporary every Success, and owe 
him no grudge for appropriating our title as 
a portion of his own. 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

• NiCABACrtJA. — From a private an'd authentic source we 
}eam that, owing to revolutionary movementSf no Nicar» 
9guan statnps have been printed for upwards of a year. 

A HistoKY OF Penny Postage. — Our readera will 
be glad to learn, on the authority of Mr. Pearson Hill, 
that Sir Kowland Hill is now engaged in writing a 
history of penny postage, in which the introduction of 
stamp*, and the reason for selecting the particular device 
ultimately adopted, will be treated upon. 

When Posts wehb Fiust Established ik Spain.— 

In Lady Callcott's History of Spain we read that about 

.the year 844,' in the reign of Abdulrahman II., regular 

couriers tot conveying intelligence throughout the king- 

r>m were established, and a postmaster appointed, under 

iose charge were placed the hecessar^ messengers and 

rses, and to whom it belonged to fix tneir stations and 

leoeivu thinr reports-.- - 



The ^rvnch Central Post-oitice at present occu- 
pies a number of shabby buildings in' the Rue Jean 
Jacques Keusseau;- but more handsome and suitable 
ounrtcrs Will shortly be provided for it on the same site, 
the approaches to which will also be improved, lloussea^ 
lived in the fourth story of No. 10 in the street which 
bears his name. The number of letters annually trans* 
mitted through the post-office is about 300,000,000 and 
the annual receipts £2,300,000. 

Stamps for Hungary. — It would seem— and that the 
Hungarians should do so does not at all surprise me— to 
be intended to have a separate national air for the land 
beyond the Lietha. The melody of Haydn to the hymn 
of *God save the Emperor* is to be set aside and re- 
placed by another. Even the postage stamps in U!?e at 
present are to make way for those of the kingdom of 
Hungary. Nothing is omitted which can mark in the 
roost ostensible manner possible, the separation of the 
land from Austria. — Hiandard. 

B.\yAuiAN Ketu^neo-Lette&Stamps — These stamps, 
though all of one pattern, are all lithographed from 
diiierent stones and vary more or less in detail. The one 
used in Munich is much inferior to the reat ; the lines 
are coarse and the paper yellowish and porous. There is 
another stamp inscnbed munchen, however, which is 
better done, and may- be readily distinguished from the 
^T^i named, by the Unusual thickness of the oval line 
enduing the arms. This stamp, a correspondent of ours 
was informed by the Bavarian posmaster, is used only at 
Begensberg (or. Batisbon). Why inscribed munghbn, 
unless by accident, we cannot understand. We are 
acquainted with five of these retumed-letter stamps in 
all, viz. : Munchen, Regensberg, Augsberg, Nurnoerg, 
and Bamberg. They are placed on letters returned fh>m 
these towns and are never postmarked. They are 
printed in sheets of 84. and gummed, but not perforated. 
The paper used for all, except the Mtinchen proper, is 
pure wnite and unwatermarked. 

Kafpxr Postmen. — You may send a Ka'ffir for sixty or 
seventy miles with a letter; and he will prepare for the 
start as quietly as if he had only a iourney of some three 
or four miles to perform. First, ne cuts a stick some 
three feet in length, splits the end, and fixes the letter 
in the cleft, so that he may carry the missive without 
damaging it by the grease with which his whole person is 
liberally anointed. He then looks to his supply of snuffi 
and, s&ould he happen to run short of that needful 
luxury, it will add wings to his feet if a little tobacco be 
presented to him which he can make into shiifi'at his first 
halt. It is not so easy to address a letter in Africa as in 
England, and it is equally difiicult to give directions for 
finding any particular house or village. If a chief should 
be on a visit, and ask his host to return the call, he 
simply tells him to go so many days in such a direction 
and tnen turn for half a day in another direction, and So 
on. However, the Kaffir is quite satisJQed with, such iur 
dications, and is snre to attain hid point. When the 
messenger has delivered his letter, he will squat down on 
the ground, take snuff or smoke — ^probably both — and 
wait patiently for the answer. As a matter of coursel 
refresnments will be supplied to htm, and when the 
answer is handed to him, ne will return at the same pace. 
Europeans are always surprised when they first see & 
young Kaffir undertake tne delivery of a letter at so 
great a distance, and still more at the wonderfull3'»bhort 
time in which he will perform the iourney. Nor are they 
less surprised when .they find that he thinks himself very 
well paid for his trouble with a shilling. — Moutkdye^a 
NtUurai BUiory ef Man, - . . ^ - 
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Thb London Circular Deliveby Cobcpant. — We 
extract from the Printer's RegUter of the 6th ult., the 
fpllowinff interesting remarks eonceming this company, 
and on the collateral question of the issue of cheap stamps 
By the post-office for the pre-paynient of circulars sent 
through the post. We need only add, that we have our- 
selves often advocated this much-required innovation : — 
* We have in a previous number pointed out the superior 
accommodation afforded by the post-office establishment 
of France, by the issuing of stamps of the small value of 
1 centime (one-tenth of a penny) for the distribution of 
circulars ; and at the same time suggest that our own 
government should adopt a plan so useful to the mercan- 
tile community. It might be well in order to avoid 
adding a charge upon the revenue of the country, to con- 
fine the use of the stamps to the town in which the cir- 
culars are posted, and those of a slightly higher value — 
sajr |d., might be employed where the delivery is i-e- 
quired in other towns or districts. We hold it to be the 
duty of the government to give the public all the 
accommodation possible in such a matter. As, however, 
our statesmen are apt to regard such questions as 
beneath their attention, and we may have to wait 
many j-ears before such a reform will be carried out, we 
think that private enterprise might in the meantime, to 
a large extent, supply this deficiency in our postal system. 
In connection with ttiis subject we desu'e to bring before 
the public notice a company fin which we have no per- 
sonal interest), formed especially to economise the labour 
and expense, besides securing tlie reovlab DELiyEKT of 
qirculars, pamphlets, &c., which are so effective a medium 
of advertising. This is the *' London and Metropolitan 
(Circular. Delivery Company," which has its chief office 
at 317, High Hollwrn, W.C. Although this is only just 
established in London, it has been in active operation in 
Edinburgh, under the management of Mr. Brydone, 
during the last three years, where it is an acknowledged 
and established success. As the directors observe in one 
of their prospectuses : *^ To insurance companies, com- 
mercial and professional firms, and all who advertise by 
means of circulars, these compiUiies will be of the greatest 
service, /i'lie company's stamp is affixed to each circular, 
which will secure its proper delivery to the party to 
whom it is addressed." They also claim to ^'liave an 
efficient staff of deliverers, who are under the immediate 
supervision of competent inspectors, thus securing the 
delivery, instead of the destruction, now so commonly 
practised, of the circulars sent out ; " and *' should any 
circular be misdirected, or the party to whom it is ad- 
dressed, having removed, not be found, it is I'etumed 
with memorandum of particulars endorsed thereon." ^ 

CORRESPONDENCEv 

CHEAP PACKETS OF FOUGERIES. 
To the Mdiior of * The Stamp-Collector's Magazine.' 

Ueau Sib, — I have been reading your excelleat article 
in the magazine for May, entitled 'A word to the wise,' 
and think that it must refer to a dealer from whom I 
obtained a packet about two months ago. There were, as 
you mention, the United States letter express in five 
values, viz., — 1, 2, 5,. 10, and 20 cents. Also three speci- 
mens of the Gaucho stamps, in yarlue all 6 reals, and 
printed in blue, greeui and black. They agree in detail 
with your engraving accompanying tlie article on the 
* Gaucho stamps,' the only difference is that they are 
rather more blotchy, from this I suppose they must be. 
printed from, the cast mentioned in the a]l)ove article^ 
There was also an unused set of Sicily and a Naples crose^^ 

The *many other rare stamps' were most of them 



forgeries, and it would take by far too much of your time 
to read if I were to write a description of them. I need 
only add, that on addin* up the value by your price 
catalogue, I found the value to be about £5 .' 

Youry truly, 
Hastings. T. A. S. 

ITh« spfHritnen of the ' Oaucho ' inferred to, is, unqneBtionablr. an im- 
premfon from our own engraving.— Ed.] 



WATEllMAEKED NEWFOUNDLAND, &c. 
To the Mitor of * The Stamp-Collectok's Magazine.* 

Dear Sir, — My correspondent informs me that the 
French stamp, sent you in my last, is used by the custom- 
house officials only. There is also another stamp used by 
the same, of which find specimens encloscKoU This is also 
printed in dark-violet. 

Denmark. — ^The envelopes inscribed 4, have now re- 
placed those to whioh the abbreviation s is added»- The 
following is the description of a set of essays for thi» 
kingdom, three in number. Head of king in oval fancy 
frame, small circles at lower angles, that on the left being 
blank, the right has the Ibtter 8. Colours are black and 
rose, with profile in lilac, and vice vfirsa. Printed on 
common uogummed paper : unperf. In addition to the 
private Denmark already described, there is one printed 
on yellow paper, inscribed 

KJOBENHAyN 

FPORVEi 5 IProffressive Noe.] 

4 SKILLINO 

In Dr. Magnus* article in your magazine, it is stated 
(as other collectors also believe) that the Newfoundland * 
stamps are devoid of watermark. I have three twopennies 
of the lake issue on which are evidently parts of paper- 
maker's name, and a date as a filigrane. My stamps 
are side by side, the watermark going across the sheet m 
a perpendicular manner. On mine are a large w and the 
figures 58. Can these be reprints? I send them foi' 
your inspection. 

Trusting some part at least of this letter may be of use 
to your magazine, 

I remain, yours truly, 

London. DUDLEY. 

[Our correspondent kindly sends us specimens of aU he describes. 
The French customs stauip is a large re<taiigular stamp, valne 20 cen* 
times. Device, the eagle, grounded on the imperial mantle and sceptre ; 
luscilbed TiMBUB iMPERiAL, DIMEK8ION. llie Danish essMys are well 
known to us as exceedingly doubtful, to speak inodenttely oftlir-ir prehen- 
sions ; they seem to us to be essays on the unwai^. The i pkilliuK stamp 
is a packet label, and not used in tlie post at all. Of the Newfoundland 
our correspondent sends three unsevered specimens, which are not 
reprints, as amouient's inspection of the peculiar state of the adbesive 
matter on the back decidts to those iaiiiiliar with the subject. The 
letters and figures are of the maki r and d ite of the paper, and are not, 
in the sense philaselists use the term, watt^nnarks ; that is. they are not 
watermaiiis of the stamps or issue, but merely accidentally present in 
the paper used. Tliey funned no part of the design or plan on wliicli 
the stumps yere made for euiission. A similar and weII«known eas*) is 
in the r. i£. S4ttmden, found on some sheets of the British Ouiana stamps, 
and theflttir'd$-li$ in some uf the Russian envelopes : both marks of the 
ntaimfactura of the paper and not of the stmnp. These are fully ex- 
plaiiietl by Dr. Magnus, and our correspondent's instance deserves to b<) 
added to the list- Ed.] 



A PERMANENT STAMP ALBUM, 
To the Editor o/*The Stamp-Collectob's Maoazinb.*- 

Sir,— The album question is, perhaps, that of all others 
which collectors feel to be of most vital importance ;' 
varieties of perforation, collection of locals, railway 
stamps, comuiercial stamps, on all these points most' 
philatelists hold opinions more or less strtng, but the 
question of albums takes precedence of all. A book is' 
wanted which shall give room for new.issuw as they 
come out, as well as afford spades for stamps already in 
existencd.' All th6 'aloums now extant are deficient in 
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thiB particular. LaUiei^t, Moens', Oppen's, aad Stafford 
bmitn*8 are, each and all, excellent in their way, and an 
ordinary collector cannot do better at present than chooso 
one or other. But there is no reason why ve should for 
erer stick to these albums without a thought of improving 
on them« The worst of them is that thev afford spaces 
only for a certain number of stamps, lake Moens or 
Latlierf for instance. In each of these you get nioely- 
arranged spaces in deagns for the stamps of each countr^^t 
•ficompanied by descriptions. So far so good, but until 
yxiVL get all the stamps for which squares are allotted, 
your pages have an infx>m])lete look, llie vacancies are 
mournfully apparent, and if the missing stamps are verj 
rare you may know that your chance of procuring them is 
very slight. On the other hand, should you become 
possessed of' varieties of stamps for which no place has 
oeen allotted, you must either fix them outside the design, 
or, should you have an unoccupied space intended for 
another stamp, place your acc^uidtion npon it, and so 
destroy the arrangemeut. Neither of these alternatives 
is pleasant. With ail the excellences of existing stamp 
albums there is this defect, that they bind you down to 
the collection of the particular stamps named in the 
edition you happen to possess. Tour freedom of selection 
is abridged. However admirable newly-issued stamps or 
rare varieties may be, you must refrain from obtaining 
them because there is no place in your book, to fill up 
which becomes your first ooject. 

Now, the leafing philateiists; we know, collect in blank 
albums, according to their own method, or, as on the con- 
tinent, on detached sheets. I would not propose that 
the bulk of collectors should exactly foUuw their example. 
The many who collect, as Fentonia would style it, in a 
horticultural manner, who have perhaps not time, 
perhaps not inclination, for a very deep studv of stamps, 
cannot be their own guides, but they need, not be so 
slavishly bound to their albums as they are now. My 
own idea is, that if an album were prepared of the shape 
of Lallier, with descriptions such as he now gives, on the 
left-hand pages, and the right-hand pages having nothing 
but an ornamental border round them, thus leaving the 
space within blank for the arrangement of the stamps 
according to a collector's possessions and tastes, it would 
meet with general acceptance. It. would leave the col- 
lector at liberty to place mure or fewer stamps than are 
described in his album, and in neither case would he spoil 
a design by so doing. Of course, the omission of the 
lithographed spaces would much reduce the expense, and 
it woulu thus be possible to allow to each country a space 
much in excess of its actual requirements at present. 
By this means an album as permanent as it is possible to 
make one would be secured. No doubt there may come 
a time when the biggest book will be filled by a constant 
accumulation of stamps, and, unless it can then be made 
to expand of itseU; a new one will be required ; but such 
a booK as I propose would be a sufficient receptacle for 
the probable emissions of the next ten years. I may just 
add one further suggestion, and that is, that the album of 
the future, whatever its plan, be printed on toned or 
coloured paper. I have frequently seen stamps mounted 
oin a neutral green, and never without admiring them 
mote than any I have seen on white, and I think coloured 
paper preferaole in its effects to coloured ink. The thick 
unglazed paper used for scrap books would be the best 
quality. It would make the book a thick one, but, if 
well lx>und, a thick book looks better than a thin one, 
and with plenty of guards, it need never get podgy. 
Trusting that these suggestioiis mdy be of some use, 
I am, dear sir, yours truly, 

OVKEY TAYLOa. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

F. B., Wirksworth.— Tour Vaud stamp is, as the in- 
scription declares, a TiMBttB db commbbcb, and, as such, 
would have no value to a postaffe-stsimp collector. 

A CoLi.«croit OP Locals.— The English Circular De- 
livery Company's stamps are bond^ affairs ; that is to 
say, they are really put on the circulars delivered by the 
company, and represent their charge for delivery. We 
are not aware that they are obliterated in any manner. 

H. K. T. wuihes to know whether the' 18c. Hong 
Kong has been withdrawn or not, quoting the proof given 
in a contemporary to the effect that it is still in circu- 
lation. Our own opinion is that, though not officially 
wiUidraivn, no more are or will be printed, the postal 
rate for which it was intended being superseded. 

Finis Cokonat Opus favours us with the information, 
that he has met with a copy of the current New iSouth 
Wales sixpence, watermarked with a 5 instead of a 6. 
Our correspondent seems to have arrived at the Jinis 
which crowns his opus without having noticed all that, 
which as * constant reader,' he has had imder his eyes. 
The point is noticed no further back than in our February 
number, page 26, of this volume. 

Capt. R., Aberdeen.— We can only explain the termi- 
nation par^ on the Servian stamps by adopting the 
suggestion made in a contemporary, that in the Servian, 
as in the Greek languan^e, there are three numbers— 
singular, dual, and plural— and that if so the nominative 
dual would end in r, and the nominative singular and 

Slural, in this declension onlv, perhaps in a. The Mol- 
avian stamps, we may add, have the denomination 
written paraa; the Holdo-Wallachian,^m/^, which is 
sometimes contracted to para, 

Leuxakd. — The 1 and 2 para Servian with head are 
now in use. We believe the first supply printed was soon 
exhausted, and that daring the preparation of another lot 
the 1 and 2 para with arms were emitted. The circulation 
of these latter did not, we should think, exceed a month. 
The arms stamps bore every mark of being an improvised 
issue. The design was rough, indistinct, and badly 
printed. The stamps were unperforated and but slightly 
gummed. The sheets, also, only contained 12 impres- 
sions, printed ih three rows of four. The current Servians 
are in sheets of one hundred. The two lowest values 
vary considerably in shade. We presume they are only 
used to prepay printed matter. 

J. P. L., Morton, sends us a stamp quite new to us: 
it is rectangular in sliape, the design being a large 
shaded figure 2, crossed by the word pbncb printed over 
it, just like the Hamburg Van Diemens. The ground- 
work is filled up with a small pattern and a little ^ur- 
de-lia ornament at each corner. Printed iu lithography, 
tin blue, on stout plain paper; perforated. Our corres- 
pondent inquires if it is not the private stamp of somo 
London firm ; we are unable to answer him, but the 
appearance of the stamp is not that of one issued to the 
public. Perhaps some of our many i-eaders can supply 
the desired information. 

J. B. B.,> Norwich. — We are obliged by this corres- 
pondent's bringing to our notice the one penny Victoria, 
watermarked 8, single-lined figure. This variety was 
new to us. As to the 15 c. Italian, the original die aa 
completed by Messrs. De la Rue, had uedots, an accident 
happening to it when abroad, the four dots were added 
to conceal the defect, and then it was again altered by 
increasing the number of dots. We believe all this was 
done before the stamp had to do duty as a provisional 
20 cents. 
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NOTES ON THE STAMPS OF 
CENTRAL AMERICA. 

BY OVERY TAYLOR. 

Ut5Til within the last five years Mexico stood 
alone as a stamp-employing conn try among 
the states of Central America. The most 
nnsettled government of all was the earliest 
to adopt a system, which generally requires 
civilisation and order for its mamtenance. 
The rest, however, have at intervals followed 
suit, and now all are provided. It is true 
the emission, for Gaatemala is not yet un 
fait accompli, but it is unquestionable that 
its stamps are now being prepared some- 
where, and it is not likely the issue will be 
long delayed. The present is therefore an 
opportune season for passing in review the 
Tarious series which have come to us from 
the connecting strip of land between the two 
great continents. 

Taking first the five independent states, 
which formerly composed the republic of 
Guatemala, we find that Nicaragua preceded 
tlie rest in the emission of stamps. 

Its pair of beauties are now too well known 
to need description, but on their first appear- 
ance they were so difficult to be obtained, 
that, to quote an expression used by the 
editor of this magazine in one of its earliest 
numbers, the price * depended upon the 
conscience of the dealer' offering them for 
sale, and proofs of the cut by Whymper, 
which appeared in these pages, were sold at 
a shilling each. Now- the actual stamps 
can be obtained for about that sum, and any 
person preferring to have fac-similes, can be 
certain of obtaining them if he purchases 
one or other of the marvellously cheap 
packets advertised by dishonest dealers. Of 
the excellence of the engraving it is un- 
necessary to speak. The later*printed 
sheets show no deterioration in the dies, from 
which, if only to supply collectors, a large 
number of impressions must have been taken. 

The date given in Moens* valuable 
Ulustrailons (a work which every collector 
should possess) for the emission of these 
stamps is September 9th, 1862. But we 
learn from a letter in an early number of 
his magazine, that this date was that of the 
decree authorising them. The stamps were 



not actually emitted until the 2nd December 
following. 

The two values are remarkably low for. 
Central American stamps. The 2 contavos, 
we should imagine, is a newspaper stamp, 
and the 5 cs. prepays the single rate of 
letters. The former bears the word portb on 
both sides, the latter couueos on one, and 
PORTB on the other. Can this difference arise 
from the difference in their use, and if so, 
can any of our readers explain how ? Both 
values are unquestionably for home corre- 
spondence only, and probably there is very 
little occasion for higher ones ; the country, 
as stated in 'chit-chat ' last month, being in so 
disturbed a state, that communications with 
the neighbouring states must be few and far 
between. 

AH the used specimens we have ever seen 
have been cancelled with a penmark, and 
generally so slightly as not to injure their 
appearance much. Proofs of the 2 c. were 
taken in black, and of the 5 c. in blue. Both 
are scarce and genuine proofs. The forgeries 
in vogue are all coarse, some lithographs, 
some woodblocks, and bearing only a general 
resemblance to the originals. Of the latter 
we lately saw several sheets received direct 
from the capital, which had the backs co- 
vered with paper, it being found impossible, 
without some such precaution, to prevent 
the sheets in that damp climate from stick- 
ing together. Drawing a * moral ' from this, 
we should say that collectors must not hastily 
decide thatungumraed specimens which may 
come under their notice are counterfeits, as 
it is necessary of course to damp the sheets 
in order to separate them. 

Costa Rica comes next in order, the \ real 
blue, and 2 reales scarlet having been emitted 
in Aprilj 1863. The first few sheets issued 
were unperforated, and specimens from them 
are of considerable rarity. The perforated 
sheets followed in the following month. The 
\ real of the latter are of a somewhat lighter 
shade of blue. In the early part of 1864 
came out the 4 reales green, and 1 peso 
orange, completing the set. All the values 
are comparatively common in this country. 
Proofs exist in orange and other colours, 
struck off by the American company, which 
are rather scarce now, though probably, had 
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the demand for proo& ^iud essays continued 
bei'e, they would have become plentiful and 
obia^ip., The, desigu is eminexitly beautiful 
and appropriate, and sufficient in itself to 
imprei^ on the mind of a juvenile collector 
the geographical features of Central America. 
The five star^ above baye been . generally 
understood to represent the five independent 
states, but we think this must \)e a mistake, 
as the states, are not coufederated together, 
and it is hardly likely that on the Costa 
Rican stamps the other four foreign powers 
would be referred to^ Not only is there no 
bond between theni, but so recently as 1863 
Guatemala anrd Nicaragua were at war with 
Honda^ and San Salvador* More* probably 
the five stars ipdioate five interned divisions 
of the state of Costa Kica. 
, The beJf-real, though we suppose from the 
same dieas its brethren, differs slightly from 
them, the ground behind the fiags being 
shadod. The two highest valuos also have 
an opter line added to the frame. 

We must not forget to state that the 
stamps, value 2 and 5 centavos, bearing the 
arms of Costa KicA, surmounted by an eagle, 
and referred to in Moens' work, are shams. 
They came out about the same time as the 
genuine stamps, and were probably concocted 
as soon as a report arrived of the intended 
issue,, and upon the . assumption that the 
values would be the same as those of the 
then newly-issued Nicaraguan stamps. 
, i HamwiBAS. — There.seems to us to be^ con- 
siderable mystery about the^ stamps stated to 
have been issued for this couiitry. They were 
l<nowi^ And sold here and on the continent in 
Maroh, iBOo, but the decree authorising the 
emission of stamps was not signed, until the 
18th of October following, .and that decree 
directs that the single rate of postage shall 
be 12^ cents or oue real, whilst the stamps 
known as Honduras stamps bear the facial 
value of 2 reales. Moreover, we question 
very much if any used specimens of these 
^tamps have ever been seen, and this is 
rather strange, considering that they must 
have been current upwards of a year and a 
half. The decree itself is given in I« 
Tiiiihre-Foste (No. U) and is worth studying. 
The preamble states that the president had 

'm^nised the necebsity of modifying the 
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postal ta^ifi^ aad of adopting a new system. 
The 1st article then prohibits the reception 
of letters not bearing the necessary stamp; 
Uie 2nd provides for the estAbliahment, suborr 
dinately to the Treasury, of a dep^ for the 
sale ot stamps^ and for the. vending .of the 
same at the rate of 12^ cs. each ; the^ 3rd gives 
to all persons the right to buy and use the 
stamps, directs that, the kU^er shall only he 
used onoa, and, to preveqt tibeir beii^.iomr 
ployed a second tln^e, provides for theijc ob- 
Uteration in the poat-office ; the #h fi^s the 
scale of weight, viz ; i, f , £ and 1 oz. ; and 
the 5th declares the rates of postage^ viz:. 
1, 2, 3 and 4 rl& for home letters of above 
weights respectively ; heavy letter^, . it is 
directed, nre to be charged according to this 
scale, and the registration fee i^ fixed at 4< iis» 
to the pound. No letters ai*e to .exceed lOlbs. 
in order that the niarch of the courier may 
not bo impeded. Article 6th fixes the charge 
on letters for the other Central American 
republics at double that made for internal 
postage, and to all other countries at triple 
the charge. Printed matter is to be carried 
at the rate of 1 real per pounds The articles 
thence up to 14 are of no especial interest. 
No. 14 suppresses a convention made oa the 
22nd of the previous August, establishing 
couriers in the districts, and another con* 
vention, establishing a postal tariff* ; and No. 
15 declares that a certain convention of the 
Ist Augus^^ 1856, shall remain in vigour, iu so 
far as it. does no^t clash with the present 
decree, which decree is stated to be. given at 
Comayagua (the capital), at the government 
palaci», the 18th October, 1S65. 

This document accompanied a letter &om. 
aoorrespondent in Honduras to M. Moans, in 
which it is stated that the green and rose 
stamps are the only ones ^nployed in that 
country, and arc of the value of 12f c. each. 
Why their facial should be double their actual 
value we cannot conjecture— unless the 
gentleman who designed the stamps was 
misinformed as to the price at which they 
were intended to bo issued. We cannot help 
thinking, taking into account the non-arrival 
of obliterated speoimeas, that these stanifkSi 
if they ever were used, must have been with- 
drawn on account of the error in denomL- 
natioD, after a very short currency. : The 
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stamps Mtherto sold to collectors have come 
from the firm which in the first instance gave 
notice of their existence, and was fortunate 
enough to ohtain a supply before their 
emission. We should like to know from 
them if they have since received any direct 
from Honduras, or if they are in possession 
of any further information concemii^g them. 
We make these inquiries, not because we for 
a moment doubt the integrity of the firm in 
question, or the genuine character of the 
stamps. Their statement is sufficient to 
prove that the stamps were actually designed 
and engraved for the purpose of being used 
to prepay postage of letters in Honduras. 
Tho statement of M. Moens' correspondent 
is also evidence of their reception there, but 
we have very little to show that they were 
actually used there, and nothing to prove 
that they are in use now. The firm to whom 
we refer may, from their connection with the 
Honduras officials in this country, be able to 
supply some interesting and trustworthy 
information concerning them. 

San Salvador. — The volcano which figures 
on the newly-emitted stamps of this country 
is peculiarly appropriate, indicating as it 
does one of the chief geographical character- 
istics of the region. ' The northern frontier 
of San Salvador (we quote from Chambers's 
EnctjchpcBdla) is formed by a portion of the 
great Cordillera chain, and parallel to this 
range, and between it and the Pacific sea- 
board, runs another range of mountains 
along' the whole length of the country, break- 
ing it up into an inland valley and a long 
low rich belt along the coast. This central 
range is highly yoilcanic in character, and 
has sixteen volcanic peaks, ranging in height 
from 7B86 to 4000 feet.* We have searched 
in vain for thfe meaning of the eleven stars 
which forni an arch above the volcano, but 
presume that, as in most cases, they typify 
tho number of provinces or departments 
forming the state. The stamps, though just 
as finely engraved as others from the same 
bands, are hardly so tasteful. The central 
oval is smaller than it should be, the space 
between it and the border being occupied 
by a repetition of the word expressing the 
value, a style of ornamentation now for the 
first time used by the American company. 



Tho pair of pretenders, which preceded 
the genuine emission by a few months, were 
extremely simple in design, being indeed, 
it would seem, copied from the original 
Hawaiians, and printed on cream-laid note 
paper. Collectors should be on their guard 
against being duped by these worthless 
fabrications. 

Guatemala. — Whether the design, of which 
an engraving appeared in the last number of 
this magazine, be really the one adopted for 
this republic or not remains to be seen. M. 
Mah6 asserts, on official authority, that the 
real Guatemala stamps are being fabricated 
in the Hoiel des Monnaies at Paris, and that 
the devicei which has been noticed is of no 
value. We do not accept this statement as 
final, but its effect certainly is to throw 
great doubt on the genuineness of the design 
already known. The evidence in its favour 
rests almost entirely on the presumption that 
it is the work of the American Bank-note 
Company — a company not likely to go to the 
trouble of preparing a design without orders, 
and as a mere speculation. And, indeed, 
it seems, at first sigLt, piobable that in pre- 
ference to sending to Paris for their stamps 
the government of Guatemala would order 
them of the company which has produced 
such chefS'iV-ceiivre for the neighbouring 
republics. The arms of Guatemala are 
a pyramid bearing a sun with rays, above a 
chain of snow-capped peaks ; the whole rest- 
ing on the sea. These find no place in the 
design to which we refer, but this, assuming 
that it is the work of the New York company, 
is but slight evidence against its authen- 
ticity, as in their design for the Costa Rican, 
Nicaraguan,Newfonndland,and other stamps, 
they do not adhere to tho armorial bearings, 
but seek, on the contrary; to indicate, by the 
device chosen, some important fact in the 
history, geography, or commerce of the 
country. Should it indeed turn out, as we 
fear it may, that these exquisitely foeautifhl 
impressions are but essays, it will be in- 
teresting to learn the history of their birth. 
If they prove to be shams, they will, at any 
rate, be the handsomest of the genus, and 
worthy to be real stamps. 

Concluding now our notice of the stamps 
of the five central states, we need but to 
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refer to those of British Honduras en 
ipassanjii. Commg from such a secluded corner 
pf the world, they are. interesting in them- 
selves, but present no salient points for 
observation. They are neat, effective, and 
well-designed stamps of the De-la- Rue. style. 
; Arrived at length at. the issues for 

Mexico we find much to perplex, and little 
€o* guide us.' Our knowledge concerning the 
emissions of this disorganised country is 
vague and imperfect. To commence : the 
date of issue is by no means settled. Moens 
and Maury give 1857, but looking through 
the niagazine of the former we find no infor- 
jnation substantiating the correctness of this 
date. The course of events in the country, 
at that time, was certainly not favourable to 
the establishment of a new postal system. 
Jn 1857 Comonfoi't was in power, but his 
bold of it. was very insecure, and he was 
forced to resign in 1858, when a General 
Zulvago took the reins, but was immediately 
deposed by a General Robles, and he, again, 
)3y Juarez. It would seem more probable 
Jihen thM stamps were emitted either be- 
fore or after Comonfort's presidency — 
possibly during that of Santa Anna, who 
•w^ in power from 1853 to 1855, and who 
bad more genius for administration than his 
€iu6ce86ors: T4)is date of emission is a 
question of fact, which one or other of our 
Ai3ierioan readers could easily set at rest by 
applioaiion to Santa Anna himself, who is, 
if we recollect rightly, still in the States, or 
tp one of the many Mexican agents working 
^ere on behalf ^f the contesting parties. 
. There :is another point also which can 
hardly be regarded as definitely decided — 
Who is intended to be represented by the 
portrait on the stamps of the republic ? A 
writer in Tlie Philatelist, last month, doubts 
its being Hidalgo on account of the dress, 
inquiring, * Is it likely that a gentlen^an or a 
priest, who died fifty-six years ago, would be 
represented, or misrepresented rather, with 
a modem shirt- front witb two or three 
studs, and an open waistcoat ? ' . This argu- 
ment is worth attention, but is not in itself 
decisive. The chief ground for believing the 
portrait to be that. of Hidalgo is the state- 
•ment made by Mr. Glennie, the British 
(Consul in America, that such is the cas.e. 



This statement was published by Dr. Gray 
in a letter to The Stamp-Collector* s Magazvtte, 
which appeared in the April number of the 
second volume. Mr. Glennie has been for 
several years and still is in Mexico, bis op- 
portunity, therefore, of knowing the truth 
would be exceptionally good, and bis state- 
ment should not lightly be called in question. 
The dress of the man represented on the 
stamps does not settle much. It was sug*- 
gested by Bellars-and Davie that the figure 
might be intended for Comonfort, Alvarez, 
or Carrera, but the costume is hardly more 
that of a modern general, statesman, or bri- 
gand, than of a quiet country cire. Take 
away the perplexing studs, with which the 
whim of the engraver may have decorated 
the shirt front, and there is not much re- 
maining at variance with the idea that the 
portrait is that of a priest. The head is 
bald, and the face wears a placid, benevolent 
expression, which, though it belies Hidalgo's 
disposition, would be that most likely to be 
worn by a priest; probably the engi-aver 
drew upon his imagination both for the 
face and the garment. Our United States 
friends can however, we fancy, settle this 
point as easily as the other. The American 
Bank-note Company, * which engraved the 
Juarist stamps of 1864, bearing the same 
portrait as the older issues, would surely, 
know for whom that portrait is intended, 
and would not object to supply the in- 
formation. . • 
• The first issue of Mexican stamps con- 
sisted of the 

/| real blue. 

1 „ yellow. 

2 .„ green. 
4* „ red. 

8 „ lilac. . 
All printed in colour on white. The 
French catalogues mention two series, one 
without the names of the issuing state ^ on 
the side, and the other with. Of the former 
they name the following: — | rl. blue and 
deep blue, 1 rl. orange and yellow, .2 rls. 
green and yellow-green, 4 rls; red, and. 8 rls. 
violet; of the latter :.f rl. pale and dark 
blue; 1 rl. yellow and pale yellow, 2 rls, 
green, yellow-green, and blue-green, .4 rls. 
red, and 8 rls. violet.. The lower values, it 
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will be seen, vary most in colour, a larger 
number having been printed. The distinc- 
tion of having or wanting the name on the 
aide seems hardly enough in itself to consti- 
tate two series, and the colours named above 
qan be found indiflferently in either kind. 

The second republican series possesses 
varieties with and without the name, but 
the colours do not vary. This second series 
was according to all the catalogues issued in 
1 861 , and consisted of the following values : — 

^ real chamois. 

1 „ green. 

2 „ rose. 

4 „ yellow. 
8 „ brown. 

At the end of the same year, the two 
higher values were re-issued, the4rl8. printed 
in red on yellow, the 8 rls. green on brown. 
Both these are rather rare. In 1864 the 
Jnarist stamps appeared, which are referred to 
by L. H. B. in a recent letter in this magazine. 
That they are, or have been, actually in use, 
we do not question, for we ourselves re- 
member to have seen a postmarked perforated 
specimen of the blue 2 rls. in a German col- 
lection which came under our notice a couple 
of years since. They may have become 
temporarily obsolete, bnt no doubt will soon 
come into use again. 

The last three issues are very interesting, 
as the emissions of the short-lived Mexican 
empire ; the first also as bearing the arms of 
the state, and the other two as presenting 
the portrait of its ill-fated ruler. The effect 
of the comparative order and prosperity, 
which the country at first enjoyed under 
Maximilian was curiously evident Jn the 
quickness with which the eagle series became 
common. Apparently the obliterated speci- 
mens must have arrived in shoals, and the 
higher values were soon as cheap as the lower. 
The latest series is not so easily obtainable, 
and probably its currency has entirely ceased 
by this time. Both it and its lithographed 
predecessors will become of considerable 
rarity. Already the ires centavos, the last 
issued of the eagle series, which was but a 
short time in circulation, is rare; and as, 
according to a foreign journal, the plates 
from which it was printed are destroyed, • no 
chance of a reprint exists, aud its rarity must 



therefore increase. Of the stanjps bearings 
the emperor's head, the 7 and 13 c. are the ; 
scarcest, the 25 c, equivalent we suppose ; 
to the 2 reales of preceding series, and the 
50 c. (or 4 reales) are comparatively common, j 
We presume if this series had been issued iri- 
better times it would have been completed by j 
the addition of a one dollar (or 8 reales) ; 
stamp. As it is, the one peso of the Jnarist 
set will occupy its place. 

The portrait of the Empei*or is a tolerably; 
good one, and superior to that on the 
Milanese essays which appeared some years 
since. The style in which his hair is thrown 
back makes him look older than he is, and 
his laxuriant beard is curled in Sk manner- 
which somehow reminds one of the old 
Assyrian figures. Yet withal his face is one 
showing firmness and resolution, and as the: 
face of a man who has achieved greatness in 
suffering, it will always be one of the most, 
if not th& most, interesting to be found 
within a stamp album. 



THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF BRITISH- 
GUIANA. 

(supplementary paper.) 

In our volume for 1865, page 99, a paper 
on the stamps of this colony appeared. 
Considerable care was taken at the time ta 
embody the best and most recent infor- 
mation then attainable, for the benefit of 
our readers, and we believe that, regard 
being had to the means at command, and the 
then researches of philatelists, the article in 
question was one which fairly satisfied all 
reasonable requirements. 

The lapse of time has brought to light] 
many facts connected with the stamps, then 
unnoticed and unknown, and the paper re- 
ferred to no longer adequately represents the 
state of the knowledge of the day; wei 
purpose therefore to correct some former 
errors, and to add such further informatic n 
as lies within our reach ; protesting against 
any doctrine of finality, and assuming no title 
to infallibility. 

FIRST SEftlES. 1850. 

These, the round stamps, were struck from 
a die, formed of ordinary printer's type, set 
up in a small franae, bordered by an irregulay 



102 



THE stamp-collector^ MAGAZINE. [JuiY 1,1867; 



circular line. Each of the three yalaes was 
set up separately. The 4 cents is found on 
a light lemon, and on a deep yellow coloured 
paper, the texture of the latter being rather 
thick and spongy. We have a copy of this, 
postntarked August, 1861. The 12 cents 
also is met with on a clear light blue paper, 
as well as on the deep blue mentioned in our 
former paper. The green 8 cents appears to 
be less frequently met with than the other 
two. 

We have taken several of these stamps 
from the letters which they prepaid, and 
invariably they were cut round, to the shape 
of the outer ring of the stamp, before being 
affixed ; a copy not thus clipped is hardly 
ever seen. In the summer of 1866 some 
tolerably well executed forgeries of the blue 
appeared, which were easy to be detected, 
for on comparing the paper it was thicker 
than in the genuine issue, and on examining 
the details of the printing many variances 
were found. 

SECOND SERIES. 1850, 1861. 

On these, the &mous patmtM error, we 
have little to add to our former remarks, 
except that there appear to be minutely 
different dies on the plate ; e. g., the main 
(central) mast of the ship in most copies is 
the highest, and projects above the others, 
while in some it is on a level with them. 
Some little discrepancies exist in the 
embrasures of the fort, and slight varieties 
in the lettering. We may express our 
individual opinion that these are not sufficient 
to make an appreciable distinction, nor should 
we ourselves care to collect these varieties, 
any more than to take every possible 
combination of lettering which the EngUsh 
penny presents. 

The paper of the reprinted copies is much 
thicker than that originally used, and the 
colouring matter apt to i*ub off. . The red of 
the 1 c. is more vermilion and less carmine 
than in the original. Some one in these 
columns (Fentonia) once hazarded a specu- 
lation that these stamps were originally 
printed as receipt stamps, and used for 
postage afterwards. This is entirely er- 
roneous, as no receipt stamp duty of these 
values is, or ever was, chargeable in the 
colony. 



THIRD SERIES. 1863. 

We have here to connect our most seriotls 
error. In the preoediug paper the oblong 
issue occupied this place, and the upfnght 
rectangukir set^ with the date in the four 
comers, was ranked fourth. The excesatye 
rarity of the oblong stamps, and the. 
consequent impossibility of acquiring a know- 
ledge of the date of emissioB, by com^parison 
of a sufficient number, in part misled us ; and 
an equivocal phrase in a letter from George 
, Town completed the misconception. By both 
further and more precise information from 
our correspondent, and an accurate annota^ 
tion of the dates appearing on all the pos^t* 
marks we have been able to inspect, we have 
conclusive evidence that the iame dale of the 
oblong series is 1866. We assigned no date 
to this in our other papers, but placed, it 
beft)re that, which it must now follow, viz : 
the issue of 1863, dated, ship to the lefl* 

Of this issue there are two varieties bit th^ 
4 c.: in the one, the figures 1 8 in the Sfaall 
square above, on the right and lefb, are en* 
graved on a diaper, or diamond patera 
ground work, without border ; while in tba 
other, these same figures are contained in « 
small square frame, on a block ground, a 
plain white line bordering them. The last 
mentioned is the later kind^ and is printed in 
light blue, the reprints are from the foarmer 
die, on thinner paper than the original series, 
and printed in the same lighter blue (bleu 
du del). 

Of the 1 c. red there only existe the 
former kind. 

The complete issue therefore stands thua : 
1863. First dies. 
1 cent, vermilion. 
1 „ reddish brown. 
4 „ blue (deeper blue). 

Proofi) of each of these dies, in black on 
yellowish toned paper, exist. 

Second die. 
4 cents, blue (lighter shade). 

A proof of this, in l^ck on yeUow tened 
paper, is to be met with. 

1863. Reprints of the first dies. 
1 cent, in orange. 
4 „ in light-blue. 

These reprints are perforated, and are 
easily, distinguished from the originals bjr 
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their fresher appearance, and peculiar shades 
of colour. 

FOURTH 8RR1ES. 1856. 

After collating and noting some dozen or 
n^dre specimens of this issue, and findhig 
thorn nnifbrmly bearing an obliterating mark, 
dated 1856, we were induced to inquire in 
Demerara, and on testing the aoeuracy of 
oar former ideas^ we learnt that the date 
borne by the specimens we had seen was the 
true one. The* issue was temporary, to meet 
a' sadden run out of the stock in the post 
office at Demerara, and was struck off and 
isstied about April, 1856. Each copy was 
authenticated by the* initials of the post** 
master, or his deputy, and none were issued 
to the pubHc, but the postage being paid in 
money, these stamps were affixed and can* 
celled in the office; when the new supply 
came to hand, all remaining copies of this 
set were at once destroyed. We believe, but 
are not sure, that the only place where this 
iefiOfporary issue took place was Demerara, 
atf every copy we have seen bears dembbaka 
^Tf the postmark, and our informant in the 
ootony tells us they were used for one mail 
only bethinks, or at most, two; this will, 
with the facts above mentioned, serve to 
acdount for their excessive rarity. We 
have also to correct a second eiror into 
which we fell : the former paper described 
these sswood engrcuoed^ they are not so, being 
hjpe printed ; the device is evidently the little 
stock ship, kept in printer's offices to head 
shipping circulars and advertisements, sur- 
rounded by four lines, and the legend and 
value printed in common type. Thus the 
printer's resources were sufficient for the 
exigency of the occasion. 

FIFTH SERIES. 

• Any division of these stamps, or any of 
them into those with^ and without dots in ike 
sails, is entirely fallacious. We have taken the 
pains to ascertain, and but one die for each 
value was ever engraved, and if anyone is 
sceptical, on comparing a so«called undotted 
copy with a dotted one, it will be found the 
former shows traces of wearing in the die, or 
is imperfectly printed. We have little to add 
to our former information. Dr. Magnus, in 
bis essay on watermarks, speaks of the 



name, T, H, Saunders, being found by Mr. 
Baillieu in the watermarks of a sheet of 1 c. 
black. This name will readily be recognized 
as that of a well-known English paper 
manufacturer, who, no doubt, supplied 
Messrs. Waterlow with paper for printing 
off these stamps. This is not a watermark, 
properly so called, but an accidental variance 
in the fabric of the paper. 

The perforata otJB of the^e stamps vary. 
We have, in our collection, very finely 
printed and unperforated copies of the fol- 
lowing ; — 1 c. red-brown ; the same, black ; 
2 c, orange; 8 c. rose; 12 c. lilac; and 
24 c. green ; these appear to be from the 
earlier sheets which were not all perforated. 
In addition, we have duplicates of all the 
above, with full margins, unperforated, w^ith 
the word cancelled printed across them in 
large red ink letters, with two lines above and 
below the word ; these seem to show that 
some of the very first sheets were not per- 
forated, but we rather suppose that none- 
were put into circulation till perf<»ration was 
adopted. 

The earlier perforations were 12 by 15, 
but in 1866, the 1 c. black, 2 c. orange,, 
and 12 c. lilac appeared 12 by 13, the 
holes being much smaller, and considerably 
farther apart. 

Attention should be called to the fact how 
the colours are kept to the corresponding 
values of the Great Britain stamps ; thus, a 
cent being a half-penny, we have : 

Four cents = 2d. blue. 

Eight cents = 4d. rose. 

Twelve cenls = 6d. lilac. 

Twenty-four cents = Is* green. 

The newly issued Is. green Natal is an 
example of this fact, and shows that uni- 
formity is still sought for up to the present 
day. 

PROVISIONAL SERIES OF 1862. 

On thesi?, the well-known newspaper 
stampSy we can by experience confirm all we 
have hitherto said. We have no positively 
new variety to add to the list before given, 
bat have discovered a few accidental mis- 
prints, which we will enumerate. 

lu type U. (sprigs or grapes) the ordinary 
copies ^i^vc the bunch with three circles at 
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the left lower corner, pomting outwards 
towards the left, as do all thoae above it on 
the left aide of the etanip; id the varietj we 
speak of, namely, 1 c. pink, this is turned, 
and points downwards to the right, in com- 
mon with the rest of the lower line, and 
next to it is slipped in, by mistake, one piece 
of type, of the pattern No. V., dotted ovals, 
found only in 4 o. stamps. 

In type III. (crossed ovals), we have 1 c, 
pink, with one piece of No. VI. slipped in, by 
eri'or, on the right side of the bordering, 
and the small end of the oval on that side 
pointing Qpwards, in lieu of its general 
position, downwards. Another variety of the 
1 c. shows the last mentioned peculiarity in 
the second oval from the top, on the left aide, 
while a third variety, of the same value, has 
the piece of No. YL on the left aide of the 
bordering about the centre. In the 2 c. 
yellow, we find the same variety in tbe 
second oval from the top, on the left side, as 
above described. 

la type V., ia some copies, the bottom 
right hand corner lias the circle of the 
corner ornament turned to the bottom of the 
stamp ; in others, to the side. 

In type VI. sometimes the bottom lino of 
ornament runs so that the heart shnpes ap- 
pear to point uppermost, bnf in veiy rare 
instances these run sideways, in other words, 
the type was set turned in the printer's form. 

SIXTH SERIES. 

There can certainly be fairly made two sets 
of this issue ; the former on white paper, the 
latter on much thinner and yellower paper. 
Of the former we find : 

6 cents, light blue, dark bine. 
24 „ green. 

48 „ carmine, of a red tinge. 
Of the latter: 

6 cents, dull blue. 
24 „ yellowish green. 
48 „ duller carmine. 
Theae differences probahly proceed from 
the paper. 

We should, in conclusion, notice proofs on 
card in delicate sea-grceu of the 24 cents ; 
and on paper in most exquisite carmine of 
the 48 cents; these are in addition to the 
black proofs mentioned in our former paper. 



NEWLY-ISSUED OR INEDITED 

STAMPS. 
Wk this month commence oar chronicle 
by introducing — more especially to our 
foreign readers — the trio of British stampsr 
which will begin their round of duty contem- 
poraneously with the issue of this number. 

Having been favoured with specimen im- 
pcessiouaof each value, we are able to present 
illustrations of all, and 
thus to render our task of 
description easy. The ten- 
pence, it will be seen, fol- 
lows the established type 
in its general features. 
The same die has been . 
used for the bead in tills 
and the other two neir 
values, as appears on the other higher- priced 
stamps, and on the tenpenny no attempt is 
made at ornament. Both the design and 
the colour are sober; the former consisting 
merely of a circle, containing the Queen's 
Lead, with inscription in dark letter^ on a 
plain arched label above, check-let tei-s in the 
corners, and small circle in the lower span- 
drels for a number ; the latter is a plain un- 
pretending brown. The two shjllirg ia 
characterised by a more 
florid style. The pointed 
oval bearing the inscrip- 
tion is novel and pleasing, 
and the flowers in the bor- 
der, though they detract , 
somewhat from the clear- < 
neaa of the design, are 
not unwelcome ornaments. 
The colour of this stamp ia a bright blue- The 
five shilling is distinguished from the rest 
by its large dimen- 
sions, as well as by 
ita greater beaoty. 
The general effect of 
tbia stamp is good, 
the outlines being 
free and bold, in- 
deed it reminds us 
considerably of the 
commercial labels 
of this coantry, 
which have always 
borne away the palm from the post^e 
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stamps. Its colour is H rich rose, and it is 
watermarked with a small Maltese cross. 
The other two valttes bear as watermark a 
rose with stem. All three, it will be seen, 
hare the figure 1 in the small border circles. 
Fjkland. — From this province we have 
r received a new stamp, of 
i:' which the annexed is a 
~i copy. The value has no 
f equivalent in any previous 
1 emission, and we are 
J pleased to see that a new 
^ design, which i^ a con- 
j siderablu advance on its 
predecessors, has been pro- 
duced for it. Ih9 paper on which this new 
emission is printed is pure white, uowater- 
marked, and perforated en serpentiu — a spe- 
ciality vhich our cut fails to represent. 
Tbe colour is mar one. 

ToBic'a Isi.ANDti. — Foralong while we have 
been anticipating tbe emission of stamps for 
the island of St, Kitts, but no one has 
hitherto suggested the possibility of these 
is^nds preaenting us with a series. They 
are members of the Bahamas group, and 
until within the last few years have been 
governed from Nassau, but their notoriety 
lias not been much increased by their pos- 
session of a separate administration. Tbe 
set of stamps we have before us has been 
issued, we should inisgine, rather as being 
among the proper accessories to indepen- 
dence, than because of any great need for 
them, by the inhabitants, and are likely to be 
much more common unused than used. The 
head on these stamps is 
an exact copy of, if not 
from the some die as that 
on the Saint Lucia series. 
The design altogether is 
as plain as it well could 
be ; the plainness, how- 
ever, it is only just to say, 
being conspicuous in the 
lettering, and tbe execution is good. The 
interest appertaining to this set will much 
exceed its beauty. A design such as has 
been chosen, to make it tolerable, required 
the support of bright colours ; but the penny 
aloue is printed in a hue at all approach- 
ing to brilliancy. It is in fact of precisely 




the same shade as the Antigua penny. The 
sixpence is dull bla«k. Le Timhre-Toeie 
christens it greenish- grey, but if that be 
indeed its true colour, then must the present 
penny St. Lucia he greenish-grey also. The 
shilling is au indigo blue. These three 
stamps are printed on woven unwatermarked 
perforated paper. 

Natal. — We had only time, or rather 
space, last month to inform onr readers of 
■MM the appearance of a new 
value for this colony. We 
are now able to give a 
representation ofthis latest 
arrival from the land of 
Colenso, and, to complete 
our information respecting 
it, have only to add that 
it Is printed in green ink 
on white perforated paper, bearing the C C 
and crown watermark. 

Mecklenbuko ScHWEKiN. — The 1| scbg. 
green envelope for this state is now with- 
drawn, its place being occupied by the lately 
emitted 2 schg. 

Hahb[jkg. — The postal authorities of this 
city have substituted, for the 2\ schg. green 
issued in 1S€4, a stamp 
identical in design with C 
the older series, aa will he 5 
seen by our engraving. ^ 
Our supposition that the < 
embossed 1^ schg, adhe- ? 
sive would prove thefirst b 
of a new series has not ? 
been verified by facta. On 
tbe contrary, it would seem to be intended 
that all the values should be of the original 
type, else ou what ground can the superces- 
s;oa of the 2,\ schg. green hitherto in u.se bo 
explained ? The colour of the usurper is a 
bluish-green ; the paper on which it is 
printed, while, with the usual serpentine 
watermark. 

Austria. — The occasion, apparently, of 
the Emperor's coronation as king of Hun- 
gary has been chosen for the emission of a 
new- series, not for Hungary specially, as was 
expected, hut for the entire empire. It will 
be welcome to all who have tired of the 
formal troop of ' arras ' impressions. The 
design of the new arrivals somewhat resem- 
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bids that of tlie 1858 eevieB^ consisting as it 
does of the emperor's iiead to right in circle, 
enclosed in an arabesqne border. The whole 
design is, as Dr. Gbajr i^ronld term it, * flat- 
printed,' that is, no portion is embossed. 
The head is a good hkeness, clearly drawn,- 
and therefore superior to the indistinct 
qneer profiles on the obsolete series. The 
value appears in the centre of the lower 
margin, and the stamps bear no other in* 
scription. The design for the enyelopes is 
identical in all points with that of the adhe- 
sives, hence possibly some confusion to col- 
lectors may arise, and it becomes more than 
erer necessary in a case like this to collect the 
envelopes entire. Two sets of stamps are 
issued, one with the value in krenzers, the 
other in soldi. The colours and values are 
the same as those of the preceding issue, 
via. : — 

2 kr. (or soldi) yellow. 

3 „ „ green, 

pose, 
bwght-blue. 

1^ „ „ bistare. 

The envelopes are of the same values, com- 
mencing with the S kr. green, and with the 
addition of one of 25 kr. or soldi violet. The 
newspaper e^mp bears the head of Mercury 
in a circle, whieh is enclosed in a square 
frame with a kind of Greek border. There is 
no inscription of any kind on this stamp, 
which is in shape an upright rectangle, and 
in colour pale lilac. 

The new series was placed in currency in 
Hungary and Transylvania on the 1st June, 
the Austrian * arms ' being thus withdrawn 
horn circulation at the moment when Aus- 
trian rule ceased in the land of the Magyars, 
and stamps bearing the head of him who is 
at once emperor and king, but by different 
titles, substituted throughout the extent of 
his dominion — a happy device for evading 
the necessity for a separate series for Hun- 
gary with the arms of that kingdom. The 
new stamps were not placed in use in the 
empire proper until the 2&th ult. 

Britirh Locals. — Collectors of the circu- 
lar delivery stamps in use in this country, 
will find a complete list of all those issued 
up to the present date, in a separate article 
1 this number. The list comprises several 



new emissions, namely; thi^se of the L^ttiddii^ 
and District, the National, Liverpool, Dutdiee, 
and Aberdeen- companies. 

WuRtEMBCBG.— A set of hybrid esnvelopeii' 
has been lately issued for thi^ state, ' and -is 
already, we understand, obsoletor Tt^wei^ 
intended to pay the cost of a money order, 
and to frank the letter containing it. The 
design is the same as that of ihe ordlna'ry 
envelopeis, but the paper nsed is buff,; and 
contains also lengthy inscriptions in gre^i 
ink on the flap, and on the front mled spaces 
for the post-office date stamp, aiHl the form bf 
order. The value and colours are 4 kr. 
orange, 6 kr. blue, 7 kr. green, and 9 kf. 
brown. 

Brazil. — 'The handsome series of adhesives 
now in nse will shortly be supplemented by 
a pair of envelopes of, it is to be hoped, 
equal beauty. The values are to be 100 and 
200 reis; the design will comprise the 
emperor's head in relief. The emission of 
these stamps was authorised by die 20th^ 
article of the decree of April the 12tb, 186S,' 
and the supply was expected to be ready by^ 
March last, but we learn from Le Timbte-FbHe 
that the proof of the 100 reis envelope has 
only just been submitted to the administfttJ 
tion at Rio. This proof is impressed in rose, 
and bears the emperor's head m a large oval, 
BRAZIL above, ce^ reis below, and the nu- 
meral of value on each side. The American 
Bank-iiote Company is credited by the 
Bel^an journal with the preparation of 
these envelopes, but the correctness of this 
statement is called in question by the Stamp- 
Golli:etor'*» Mebord^ and as the company has 
never done any relief work, either on stamps 
or bank notes, it seems probable that they 
dj> not undertake that branch of engraving. 
Our American contemporary suggests that 
Messrs. Nesbitt & Co. are the manufacturers, 
in which case our expectations are con- 
siderably diminished. 

France. — The 20 centimes bhie, of tfae 
new series, is now in circulation. The colour 
is identical in shade with that of its prede- 
cessor. 

Spain. — ^Another set for Spain ! No donbt 
onr readers will be surprised, and perhaps 
more surprised than pleased, at this announce* 
meat. But for once there is some appreciate 
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reaaooL for a new emiaaion. The decimal 
system this time, and not the forgers, is 
responsible. Its adoption is to be followed, 
according to a Spanish correspondent of Le 
Thnbre-Foaie^ by a modification of the postal 
tarifi^ which in its turn will necessitate the 
issue of new values. The denominations 
will be expressed in ^fmlesimae (or thou- 
sandths) de escudo^^ of which forty go to our 
penny. The correspondent referred to gives 
the following details respecting the new 
rates. District letters are delivered for 25 
mil., journals for 10 mil., letters from one 
town to another, for 50 mil., if under 10 
grammes in weight (about the third of an 
ounce), and at the rate of 50 mil. for each 
additional 10 grammes, or fractions. Un- 
bound works, and printed or lithographed 
works are charged 10 mil., books in boards 
20 mil., and bound books 30 mil. for every 
20 grammes weight, and trade samples 25 
mil. per 10 grammes. The single rate for 
letters to Cuba is to be' 100 mil., and for the 
Phiiippiues 200 mil. The new tariff comes 
into operation on the 1st of this month, and 
contemporaneously, it is stated, the new 
series of stamps is to be emitted. The values 
are 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 100, 200, 400, and 800 
milesimas de escudo. Colour and device 
we have no information of at present. 

NoEWAY.^ — ^We have lately seen a 2 skilling 
stamp which differs from the well-known 
present series in several respects. It is of a 
much redder colour than its predecessor, 
and ds from an altogether different die. At 
each of the lower angles the figure 2 is formed 
much larger than in the more common type, 
while the lettering, freim abke, on each side 
is of a very distinct size. The lion on the 
scutcheon also varies, as do almost all the 
details of the engraving. Whether this is 
one of a new series we cannot tell, but we 
are not aware that the attention of collectors 
has hitherto been drawn to this variety. The 
specimen we have seen is postmarked, and 
bears date May 20, 1867. 

Egtpt. — The existing series will shortly be 
withdrawn to make room for a more interest- 
ing set. The rale against the representation 
of created things is, it would appear, to be 
relaxed in &vour of postage stamps, and the 
new emission will accordingly be graced with 



a view of the Pyramids, Cleopvfcra's Needle, 
and Pompey's Column. To give space for 
these antiquitiesj the size of the new stamps 
will be a considerable increase on that of their 
predecessors. The design, if well executed^ 
will have a pretty appearance, but if the 
various parts are inartistioally jumbled to-r 
gether, the effect can hardly be other than 
ridiculoos. The manufacture of the stamps 
has been intrusted to an Italian firm, pro« 
bably to the manufacturers of the current 
issue. We have not yet learnt what*are the 
valaes, or what special reasons exist for 
changing the device — possibly the increased 
dignity of the Egyptian monarch gives occa- 
sion for the alteration. 

Saxdwich Isles. — The current 2 c, bearing 
the head of Kamehameha lY., and issued 
posthamonsly, will shortly be superseded in 
favour of a stamp of similar design, bearing 
the head of the reigning king^ 

United States. — ^A 20 c. adhesive and 
envelope are said to be izi course of prepara- 
tion ; certain new arrangements respecting 
registration rendering the emission of this 
value necessary. ^ 

Chili. — The new issue for this country^ 
bears the same design as the preoedingy 
with the exception of the reversal of position* 
of the words colon and chile. The execution 
is, however, much superior. We believer 
the new stamps are actually in use, but have 
not yet been favoured with a sight of them. 

India. — The new value, 6 annas 8 pies 
(equal to lOd.), is now doing duty. We 
hope to give an engraving of it next month. 
Meanwhile, we may state that it is the same 
sisse as its congeners, bears the Queen's head 
in an octagon, inscribed east india fostaob 
SIX ANNAS and EIGHT PIES, and is printed on 
white, watermarked, and perforated paper. 
The stamps now in circulation in this coun- 
try are found with the word service imprinted 
in ordinary roman type, in Uack ink, across 
the face ; such imprint indicatii^ that the 
stamps are used by members of the civil 
service for, we presume, the official oorre*- 
spondence of the department. There is also 
a mutilated bill stamp similar to the 6 annas, 
bearing the same inscription, and the value 
TWO ANNAS, but whether it does postal duty 
or not we have no means of knowing. 
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' LARGE-FIGURED ARGENTINE 

STAMPS. 

A COBRESPONDENT, under the same of Nisue, 
writes to the editor of The Phdatdiat a 
letter, wluch the. latter inserts, protesting 
against being held personally responsible for 
the coarseness oi the language employed. 
We ha¥e our own views abou-t the duty of an 
editor with respeot to such oo;mmunioations, 
but we. do not the least complain of our con* 
temporary permitting Nisus to exhibit him« 
self in his own full, chosen proportions : we 
^re abundantly ooutent to leave this small 
bird of prey on the view he thus gives of 
himself, and have no intention of imitating 
him iu a similar exhibition. 

We are concerned, however, to deny two 
direct misstatements. The object of attack 
is the large figured 10 and 15 cents men- 
tioned in our numbers for December and 
April. 

. It is alleged that the denial of Senor 
Arenales is cited by us as conclusive testi* 
mony that two sorts of 10 and 15 cent stamps 
existed* We say nothing to this, but that 
it is €0 perverting what we stated, that it is 
difficult to believe the nHsconstruction is 
oiberwise than wilful. 

Next, that we stated that 156,000 odd 
specimens of the large-figure Argentine 10 
9Dd 1$ a had been 'sold and used to defray 
])K)atage.' This is the reverse of our state- 
ment, which was, that sheets containing 192 
(largerfigure) stamps were delivered out and 
^t in circulation contemporaneously with 
those containing 216 (smalUfigure) stamps, 
and were returned to the office with the 
kitt^ as part of' the authorised stock. It 
is therefore- Quly reasonable to suppose that 
aome of the stacnps used->^how many we bave 
no Queans of knowing — were taken from the 
large- figured sheets. 

Again, aa to the number of stamps per 
sheet, whi^ we -stated to be 96^ in 8 rows of 
18, The Hibernian correspondent of The 
Fhilatdlst cam hardly be supposed to see that 
the sheets of 192 stamps each, referred to 
in the official documents, were formed (as in 
fact they were) by-^u;o of the long narrow 
eeh of 96i stapips eaoh^ printed on the same 
sheet Qf paper« Halving had them in our 



hands, weaver the fact, and challeii^e denial, 
and maintain that it is correct to speak of 
these stamps as 96 per sheet, although the 
government returns are equally accurate 
in describing them as containing so many 
stamps on each sheet of paper We speak 
of the single sheet, or, as we may say, page 
of stamps, the officials, of the sheet of tivo 
pages containing in all 192 impressions. 

With, respect to the residue of the com- 
munication, WQ treat it as it deserves, and 
say — ^nothing* 

' ' ' ■.■■...■ ■ ... - ■ ■ I , . 

THE BRITISH CIRCULAR DELIVERY 

STAMPS. 

BY JOHN iSQEDON. 

It is not more than a year and a balf since 
Mr. Brydone first started a Circular Delivery 
Company in Edinburgh and Leith, and 
already he has extended its operations to the 
metropolis and to four provincial towns. The 
success which has attended its establishment 
is a proof that it meets a prominent require- 
ment of this advertising age. In other 
countries, as pointed out by the Fnnier's 
Begi^ter^ the government, hy forwarding 
printed circulars through the post at a moob- 
lower rate than letters, receives ail the 
profit which accrues from their carriage, but 
here the same charge is made ibr the delivery 
of a circular within the district in which it 
is posted, as for the delivery of a letter a 
hundred miles away, and this eventually has 
a tendency to prevent or limit advertising by 
post. Happily the postal laws do not forbid 
the carrying of pdiUed matter by private per- 
sons, and accordingly Mr. Brydone, having 
first taken the opinion of one of the first 
lawyers in Scotland, established the company 
above referred to. , 

Our purpose, however, is not to trace its 
gradual extension, but as its stamps are 
becoming more numerous, to give a detailed 
list of those already omitted. 

First comes the original 

Edinburgh and Leith, bearing two shields 
with the arms of the two towns, and in- 
scription in scrolls above and below. Large 
rect., rouletted. 

One farthing, green, mauve. 

At the close of last year fresh stamps were 



JTuly i; 1867.] THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



iod 



issued of the same device, but smaller;' the 
first; stamps being found too large to be 
convenieutlj affixed to the circulars. 
The new stamps are : 

One farthing mauve. 

. . One halfpenny green. 
We now proceed to notice the others in 
the order of issue. 

London. — ^Armorial shield of the city; 
inscription in scrolls. L^arge rect., perf. 
One farthing blue. 

One halfpenny mauve. 

- Metropolitan. — Same device as the * Lon- 
don,' but inscription, metropolitan circular 
DELIVERY COMPANY. Large rect., pert. 

One farthing rose. 

One halfpenny orange. 
' The * London ' and the ' Metropolitan ' 
stamps are uU now obsolete, having been 
^withdrawn in favonr of smaller stamps in- 
scribed simply 

London and District, and bearing, like 
their predecessors, the shield of the city. 
•Reot., perf. 

t: One farthing . green. 
One halfpenny rose. , 
• National. — Shield bearing the arms of 
Great Britain, with supporters; inscription 
in scrolls. Rect., perf. 

One farthing deep-green. 

Halfpenny deep-i)lue. 

Three farthings orange. 
One penny rose-pinki 

These stamps are just issued (as also are 
those which follow) and are used for circulars 
left at the London office of the company for 
delivery in the towns in which it has branches. 
These stamps, if clearly printed, would be 
very handsome. 

- Abbrdbbn. — Arms of- the city (three 
castles) on shield ; inscription in scrolls. 
Rect., perf. 

One farthing light-brown. 
•Halfpenny blue. 

DuNDijiE.r— Arms of the city (vase bearing 
three flowers) in shield; inscription in 
scrolls. Rect. 

One farthing dull-pink. 
Halfpenny red. 

Liverpool. — Arras of the city (ostrich) 
on shield, inscribed scrolls above and below, 
entwined round spears. Large rect., perf. 



One farthing brown. 

One halfpenny mauve. 

All the above are lithographed on white 
paper. 

We leave it to our readers to decide 
whether to collect these or not, merely ob- 
serving that they are better worth a place in 
their albums than Hamburg locals, and as 
well worth as American. They are actually 
used, not got tip for sale merely, being fixed 
on all circulars delivered, and indicating the 
charge made for delivery. The above may 
be relied on as a complete list of all the 
British Cironlar stamps which are, or have 
been, in use." 



REVIEWS OF POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Essai SU7' les Fi^igmnes et Jss pa;piers emjplmfe9 
a la fabrication des Tmhres-Posie^. Par 
le Dr. Magnus. Parjs, 1867; Pierre 
Mahe. 

Wb have here, reprinted in a permanent 
and convenient form, the famous series of 
papers contributed to the pages of M. 
Mahe's journal, Le TimbropMle, which made 
an European reputation, both for the writer 
and the jouraal in which they appeared^ 

Nothing in the whole history of the science 
of philately is more instructive than to trace 
the development of the study of the papers 
and peculiar watermarks used in different 
emissions; the method of engraving and 
printing adopted naturally. follow ; and the 
last minntim are those of dentilati^m. 

Dr. Magnus has, in the May number of 
Le Tifnhrophile^ eomttieneed aseriei^ of papers 
on reprints, a very cognate subject to the 
one befiore us ; and in M* Mo^ns^ journal,' iie 
Timbre^Pofite, •■ he has appeared us the' author 
of a valuable essay on perforation. If these 
could all be united in xme volume, they would 
form a^ complete guide to the collector. Of 
the accuracy and patient care of Dr. Magnus 
it is unnecessary to speak ; . those most 
intimately acquainted with his writings, can 
best witness in bis favour*; no one, who 
pretends to more than the, most superficial 
acquaintance ^th stamps, can dispense with 
this, the only really good treatise upon waters 
marks and paper. And now, having said 
thus much honestly in warm i^ommendatjon, 
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Vfe will point out some ^ulls of omission. 
We do this with the less scruple as M. Mah6 
advertizes an amended edition, prinicipally, 
we suppose, because he (as is explained in the 
May number of the Tivibrojphile) unwisely 
inserted the Moresnet stamps, having been 
made a complete April victim by the hoax 
which deceived all the philatelic world. Next 
time we advise him to adhere entirely to the 
author's MSS., and not to insert any ad- 
ditions or emendations of his own. 

Geeeoe. — In the figures at the back of 
the 6 lepta green we have found two per- 
fectly dfistinct varieties, one considerably 
larger than the other. This should be 
noticed by our author. 

Bayabia. — The 1 kr. black, with the red 
thread in the paper, and as to which, whether 
stamp or essay, opinions differ, deserves 
mention : this thread certainly does not fall 
in the later impressions of the first series, 
which Dr. Magnus speaks of as printed 
on the paper prepared for the second. The 
thread runs perpendicularly down the stamp. 
. An explanation, is asked as to the water- 
marked figures on the blue and red Ionun 
©tamps, and why the yellow is un water- 
marked: we cannot give any reason, but 
can confirm the accuracy of the observation 
that these watermarks are persistent. 

Tuscany. — ^We are not satisfied that the 
watermark (page 32) of intersecting lines 
pnly occurs on tke white paper of the 2nd 
printing in 1856, as we have well defined ex- 
amples pf it on the blue paptir or^nally 
used. This would show that two watermarks 
were tised during the currency of the blue 
paper series. 

Ca-pb 0¥ Crot)D SopE. — All tte triangular 
stamps have the anchor in watermark, 
though at times it is difficult to trace. The 
so-called, lithographed stamps are not lUha- 
grapJied at all, they are woodcuts, printed 
from engraved woodblocks, and we have 
never seen a fourpence on plain paper. All 
the paper used is verge* 

New South Wales. — ^In the series with 
laureated heads, the one penny brown-red, 
on laid paper, should find mention ; and the 
statement that none of these were on other 
than plain paper is erroneous. 

Q^£££i8LAKi>.-*^Tke watermark ibnnd on a 



Specimen of the 2d. blue is not part of the 
arms of the colony, but a mere ornament, 
forming part of the border of the sheet on 
which the stamps are printed. The whole 
inscription runs, Queensland postage stamps, 
and this ornament occurs twice in the 
line. 

Western Australia. — The present rose- 
carmine fourpence bears a watermarked CC 
and crown, and is ' perforated a la machine. 
The rose essay, of which Dr. Magnus speaks, 
is on fine tough bank paper and unwater^ 
marled: it does not bear the swan, as is sup- 
posed. Th& exceeding rarity of this essay 
will excuse the error made : it is not perfo- 
rated, and but a few were struck as specimens. 

Trinidad. — The one-penny red, without 
value on the face, has appeared on paper 
watermarked C C and crown. • 

Newfoundland. — The bouquet of heraldic 
fiowers spoken of is probably a portion of a 
mark of manufacture of the paper. We 
call attention to our reply to a correspondent 
in our June number, who has found a name 
in the paper of the . twopence carmine 
impression. 

In conclusion, we can only say that the 
pains and caore bestowed by Dr. Magnus 
have veritably been a labour of love ; and 
while it seems easy to suggest additions, yet 
to originate such an essay as his, demanded 
qualities for observation of the highest order : 
a demand abundantly fulfilled by the result. 

. — i i - I ^ , 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

The Newspapeh Stamps op VENEZtrtsLA (J, |, and 
1 centavo) wer? prepared in oiinforuiity with tne Btipu- 
lations of a postal tr<;aty between that conntry and 
Great Britain, signed on the 1st May, 1S61. The ^nat 
serie«. printed in brown ink, was emitted on the 7th of 
the following August. 

DucKH AND Drake8. — The * ladies window' clerk at 
one of our post offices, hearing the usual ^ rap rap ' whi(^ 
announced the presence of an applicant for a letter* on 
going to the window, louud there a Hr. l)^ke. * Next 
window, if you please, Mr I>rake, — this department 
is exclusively for Ducka.^'^Siamp^OoiUctor^a MAnthijf 
Otuetle, 

Saint DoMmoo. — ^The narrow obsolete rectangles, 
bearing the arms and motto, are printed in an unusual 
manner. The arms and fVame are impressed fnmi a die 
as usual, but the inscription above and b^low is set up 
separately, and printed afterwards; and as little care was 
taken in adding these inscriptions, they are fi«quently 
found, either overlapping the design, or partly beyond tfatf 
outer margin. 



fcfcs 1, 1667.] THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



Ill 



How A. MisTAKB ARoaB.— On tbe margin of the al^eets 
of the old issue for Lubeek, the shield of the city was 
printed enclosed in a circle, inscribed staixt post amt 
Lr RBCK. One of these impreasions came under Dr. Graj'i 
notioe, in the early days of stamp-collecting, and was 
mistaken b}' him for an envelope, and, as such, included 
in his catalogue, where it still figures. It had, in fact, 
114 valiM), being simply an ojncitl mark* 

Bebgrdohf Kepuints. — The extremely rare \ schg. 
and 3 schg. stamps have been reprinted at last. The 
value of the opiginals is net, h6wever, in the least di- 
xninisbed by the exiatevse of these re-impressions, which 
are easily distinguishable) by the difierence in the colour of 
the paper. The worth of the reprints themselves muAt 
be very slight, aa, not being exact reprodoctietrs of the 
priginaU in all points* they art) hardly mora than imita* 
tionp. — Caveat emptor. 

The Stamp-Collector's Monthly Gazette.— The 
Hay numberof this journal cfiotainstbe fbllowing notice, 
yhi£l]^ will be read with, re^t.by all who takean interast 
in philatelic literature. * With this number the Stamp- 
C6u€ctor*a MontfUy Gazette closes its career. . For two 
Tears it has gone forth, regularly, freighted with tim- 
prophilic information for the benefit of its numerous 
readers ; but it will do so no more. Its race is run. To 
many this will cause surprise and disappointment, but it is 
inevitabte : new enterpriaei require all our spare time, 
and. to continue the GfizeiU would be unjust to ourselves 
and to our patrous.' 

A Sheet o» Fo&oeries. — A joung correspondent of 
ours haa sent us the. ^ last new thing ' in forgeries. Upon 
a lar^ sheet of green paper, five rows of stamps are 
ranged, "between ruled squares. The stumps are of all 
kinds and countries, some used and some unused, but 
all are counterfeits. Among the number are largo 
New Granada, Pacific Steam Navigation CompanV) 
Sidney views, Costa Bica, old Turkish and Spanisn, 
Sicilian, &c., and so on ; whilst thrown in with these are 
imitatioua of commoner stamps, such as the i, 1, 2, i, wad 
9 schg. Hambun;, J schg. Bergedorf, Lubeck, &o. With 
few exceptions these forgeries are coarse and incorrect. 
hut may nevertheless deceive young and inexperienced 
collectors, whom we deaire to wara* To complete thia 
descriptions of the sheet we have only to add^ that at 
the foot, in printed characters, is the inscription, ^AQ 
at one penny each ; ' an inscription in itself almost sufll- 
cient to open the eyes of the unwary. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

A PERMANENT STAMP ALBUM. 
To the Editor of *The Stamp-Collectob's Maoazine/ 

Sxii,— I agree with your last month's correspondent 
that the paper for the proposed album should be ot 
different colours, but the various hues chosen ought to 
be sueh as are most effectual and do not readily fade, 
»r become soon soiled. I do not, for instanoe, think 
mauve or any similar colour would be suitable, lirown 
and green (light and dark) are such as would well throw 
out the nhades of the stamps. 

A • most important matter in connection with the 
album is that of pursuing the old system of compart* 
menti*, or having the work, to consist merely of blank 
wiruled paper. I am in favour of the conservative aiul 
w«ll»tried mode ef arrangement8, whioh has succeeded 
very satisfactorily fur many years. 1 have never been 
uniible to plaee any (stamp in my album o» account 
of its size. Only let the eompartments be a trifie larger 
than those in Oppen, and 1' do not think any ia«OA- 
vcnicnce will be experienced from want of sp^ee. 



As I sai4 in my former letter on the same topis, there 
should be no catalogue, merely date of issue and the 
values and colours marked over and in the compartments. 
All printing and luling should- be in black ink. 

Geographical arrangement should take the place of 
alphabetical. Spaces should be apportioned to Mulrcady 
envelopes. Half tho compartments (if any) devoted 
to Am(>rican locals should be formed ef smaller divisions 
than the remainder. But I am no favourer of locals. 

The shape of Oppen's album, in my opinion, is pre- 
Arable to that of tne larger and more expensive ones, 
though an increase in the length and breaath might be 
desirable to ^rrespond w^th the augmented thickness, 
1 am, Sir, 

Yours obedient!)', 

lonion, K. F. WILM£. 



To ih$ Editor tf ^ The STAMP-Cox.i.Ecro»'8 Maoa^ihis,' 

Sir, — I quite agree with the remarks of your coirres4 
pendent on stamp albums — their crippled and confined 
character— but I would go a step beyond him. Stamp 
albums, as at present de^'ised have either the eharocter 
of an illustrated catalogue, as Lanier's, or of a manu"* 
facturer's pattern book, such as those whose pages are 
divided into a trellis work of squares, or rectangles ; and 
there is no opportunity for tasteful arrangement, either 
of design, or of colour. An album with infonuation 
such as we have in Lanier's, and a sufficiency of blank 
pages, with a few faiut diagonal and • cross lines to guidt^ 
the collector in arranging his stamps symmetrically, 
and according to his own taste, is yet a thing wanteil. 
The stamps might then be arranged in a variety of taste- 
ful designs— cruciform, quincuneial, and others^ue 
rt^gard being had to combination of colours, and the 
effect would be pleasing, instead of being horribly 
formal and tasteless. If a stamp album were a bare 
pattern book, or catidogue, it would be very well to have 
all of one issue brought together in rank and file, but 
I presume that is not the object of stamp collectors 
generally. The necessary gaps, too, in albums as now 
armnged must ever bo a source of discomfort. Many 
are ambitious, no doubt, to have every stamp that has 
ever appeared, but many also would wish simply to form 
a sort of specimen album of the different varieties of 
stamps. 

More taste, too, might be displayed in ^ttin^; ui> a 
stamp album. In 'these days of cheap illuminating 

Srocesse^j why should not an illnminatea album be pro-' 
ttoed, with tasteful and appropriate herder designs imind 
the pages of the different countries } Such an album need 
be nut very expensive, fur I have no doubt it would com- 
mand a very great sale, and bring an abaadont rstum at 
a small profiL These hints, if made generally kuown 
through tho medium of your magazine, might be pro- 
ductive of something better, at least, than what has 
hitherto been pix}daoed in this wuy. 

I am yours, fto., 

F, H. B. 

. P.S. — You do good service by exposing the vendors 
of false stamps; some of the tempters to such base 
purchases seem now to be going a step beyond this, and 
to be swindling the unwary out of their money without 
any returu, not even of base coin. A friend, of mine 
sent to an advertiser of the name of Warriner for a 
tempting shilling's-worth of stamps, and a day or two 
after for another, enclosing the prescribed cost of the 
packets each time ; after waiting some days he wrote 
again, but up to this time has neither received any 
packets, nur had any notice taken of hia oommunicatiens. 
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ANOTHER STAMP ALBtTM ! AKD WHY NOT 

REQUIRED. 

To the Editor o/*Thb Stami^-Collecitor's Maoazimb.' 

Sir,— What with Lanier's, Moens*, Stafford Smith's, 
Oppen's, all Alfred Smith's ruled albums, ranging iapiice 
from sixpence to six shillings, and so on, ad v?^m(um, 
one would think collectors had enough and to spare of 
stamp albums. But no ; Mr. Overy Taylor (whose last 
letter, by the way, is quite unworthy of him) proposes 
yet anotner — a permanent one. In furtherance of this 
proposition, Mr. Taylor makes some rather bold assertions 
aboiit existing postage-stamp albums, some of which 
he does not attempt to prove. He savs among other 
things, ^A book is wanted which shall give room for 
new issues ad they come out ; as well as afford spaces 
for stamps already in eanstevce. All the albums now 
extant are deficient in this particular' {t/u&e particulars 
would have been better). Take Laluer, tne best of 
those mentioned in his letter — the last edition of coui'se, 
— most certainly that album * affords spaces for stamps 
already in existence ' (t>. all those issued previous to 
1866, when the 4th edition was published). Mr. Taylor 
then proceeds to observe with reference to Lallier, * until 
you get all the stamps for which spaces are allotted, 
yoar pages have an incomplete look.' Doubtless, so 
would any album which was not filled ; and the larger, 
and consequently more permanent the book, the more 
* mournfully apparent' would your vacancies be. If 
Mr. Taylor had taken the trouble to look at M. Lallier' s 
introduction to the present edition of the album, before 
'damning with faint praise' our albums in general 
and Lanier's in particular, he would have perceived that 
M. Lallier intended to publish, as occasion might 
require, supplements in tne same form as the album 
itself, including of course, rare varieties as well as new 
issues of stamps. In fact, the present edition of Lallier' s 
album iB just what Mr. Taylor requires, viz., a per- 
manent stamp album. 

It is preposterous to assert that collectors must refrain 
from obtaining rare varieties and newly-issued stamps, 
simply because there are no printed spaces for them. The 
former I have always been rather chary of, knowing as I 
^, how many ot them are shams, lor the latter there 
is plenty of room on either aide of the spaces ; nor do I 
Quite see how placing them outside can be unpleasant, as 
Mr. Taylor would infer. He then proceeds to observe, 
tthe leading philatelists^ we know, collect in blank 
albums,' and in another part of his letter * an ordinary 

S Hector cannot do better than collect in a Lallier or 
oens.' At the risk then of being thought only an 
ordinary collector^ and not a leading philatelist^ by Mr. 
p. Taylor, I must tell him, that not only do I collect 
in a liallier, but I think it out and out the best album 
Hre have,, a^d immeasurably superior to all blank ones. 
I know several timbrophilists with large collections who 
^ink with me in this respect. 

With reference to the word * podgy ' in the last part 
of his letter, I have been unable to. find it in any other 
dictionary but the Slang Dictionary^ in which it is 
defined to be :— 1. Drunk! 2. Slightly excited!! 3. 
Fat ! ! ! Now how a postage-stamp album can be * Drunk,' 




Trusting 
in good part, 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. M. STOURTON. 
• South Kensingitn, 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

MooNRAKBR. — Of the two specimens of ninepenny 
Natal forwarded for our inspection, the one which is 
mounted is a reprint from the true die, the other is a 
mere imitation. 

W. S., Newport, Rhode Island, U.S.— The wood-block 
Capes differ from the ordinary engraved ones in having 
no interlaced lines to form the ground, and in being 
generally coarser in details. — We have not a copy of the 
third edition of Lallier at hand, so cannot inform you why 
two pages are left blank before those for the United 
States. There are no such blank pages in the present 
edition. 

W. C. N., Glasgow. — There are such things as French 
newspaper stamps, of which the impression you de- 
scribe must have been one. 

Bankuupt Philatelist. — You had better offer your 
collection to a respectable dealer, or advertise it for sale. 

J. D., Newcastle-Tinder- Lyne.— Your penny stamp 
is unquestionably one of the 1864 issue. No English 
penny stamps with letters in the four corners were issued 
before that date. Moreover, as even perforation was 
not adopted until 1852, vou will see how impossible it 
is that your stamp could nave b^n issued in 1846 *, how 
it got on a letter of that date we cannot understand ; but 
in this case, its discovery there cannot be held to prove, 
in the face of decidedly opposite and oontradictory facts, 
that it was used at the date you name. — The rea stamp 
is a Bremen declaration stamp, the other three are mem- 
bers of the new Belgian issue. 

T. 0. — Your Romagna, Finland, Luxembourg, and 
Naples specimens are all foi^ries. 

John T. T., Richmond, Yorks. — Mens. Moens has not 
issued a supplement to his album. — Receipt stamps cannot 
be used to prepay postage. 

Mrs. E., Liverpool. — We are obliged by your forward- 
ixig us a specimen of the new Indian Stamp, which you 
will find described elsewhere, and also the Wurtembui^ 
money-order envelopes. — Your copy of the small Geneva 
' port local ' 5 cents, black on green, is one of the oldest 
foigeries of that stamp. The colour of these forgeries is 
so different from the pure yellow-green of the true stamp, 
that no one who has ever seen the latter can mistake it ; 
and the coarse lettering and careless details are sure 
criteria to all who know the real stamp. It is very singu- 
lar how little the collecting world seems at home on the 
subject Of these Swiss stamps. We almost feel tempted 
to present a paper on them. 

G. D., Blackneath, informs us that the postage stamps 
of Chili sometimes do duty as l^l stomM. He has seen 
two of the yalucs, the 1 and 5 c, on a bill of exchange, 
dated Yalparaiao, 30th March, 1867- — We should hardly 
take this to be conclusive evidence of the constant em- 
ployment of the postage stamps in the manner indicated. 
' T. A. S., Hastings. — ^llie impressions of the current 
penny New South Wales stamp on newspaper wrappers 
nave long been known to, ana accepted by, collectors. 
They are decidedly sdmissible as a distinct variety. 
Your specimen — uncancelled, but bearing the imprint of 
the paper, which is franked, across the face — ^is an unusual 
one; perhaps this imprint is considered a sufficient 
obliteration. 

P. £. W., Henley-on-Thames. — ^The circular stamp you 
sent for our inspection is no stranger to us. It comes, 
as you state, from Cashmere, and is a genuine labelj not 
a postmark. It is generally found obliterated with a 
eoarse red mark. There are impressions in red and in 
blue, as well as in black, but we are pot aware whether 
the different colours indicate diflbreottalues. 
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DETAILS CONCERNING THE STAMPS 
OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES. 

We have received the following' ini cresting 
account of the Confederate stamps from our 
respected correspondent, L. H. B., to whom 
our thanks are due for the trouble he has 
taken. We insert the correspondence verba- 
iim as received. 

To the Editor of The SxAMP-CoiiLECTOR's 

Magazine; 

Dear Sir, — Deeming it a matter of im- 
portance to the science of philately that all 
doubts in regard to the stamps of the late 
Confederate States should be cleared away, I 
addressed a letter to Mr. John H. Reagan, ex- 
postmaster general of the late Confederacy, 
making inquiries in regard to them, and, in 
accordance with his reply, addressed Mr. H. 
Sfc. George Offutt, of New York city, sending 
at the same tinae a copy of the latest edition 
of Dr. Gray's Catalogue for reference. It is 
this work to which he alludes in the course 
of hia letters. I enclose exact copies of these 
three communications, addressed to myself, 
feeling sure that their importance warrants 
your publishing them in full. For his kind- 
ness, in giving so extended an account of the 
Confederate States postal affairs, Mr. Offutt 
deserves th€ thanks of philatelists the world 
over : and for his additional favours to my- 
self, I cannot help here expressing my per- 
sonal obligations. 

I remain, Sir, respectfully^ 

L. H. B. 

West S}>ringrfield, Mass.^ U.S. 

Fort Houston, near Palestine, Texas, 

March 14th, 1867. 

Sir, — In answer to your letter of Feb- 
ruary 6th, making inquiries as to the 
description, &c., of Confederate postage 
stamps, I have to say that, having no speci- 
mens of these stamps, I am unable from 
memory to furnish the information you re- 
quest. I think, at different times, and on 
one or another of the postage stamps, we 
used the likenesses of Washington, Franklin, 
Jefferson, Jackson, Mr. Davis, and possibly 
Calhoun, but as to this last I am not sure. 
I do not think the likeness of Mr. Stephens, 
or General Beauregard, was ever used on our 



stamps. Wo never issued or used a blockade 
stamp of the denomination of one dollar, or 
any o'ther. It may be possible,, if you wish 
to prosecute your inquiries, that H. St. 
George Offutt, Esq., of New York city, 
might give you some information. 

Very respectfully, 

John H. Reagan. 



Office of Offutt, McAnerncy, & Co., 

Hardware and General Commission 

Merchants, 
39, Beekman Street, New York, 

April 4th, 1867. 

Sir, — Your favour of the 2nd inst., with 
the lUustrafed Catalogue of Postage Stamps^ * 
was received last night, and I regret that the 
pressure of business engagements at the 
present time will preclude the possibility of 
furnishing you with a detailed history of the 
postage stamps used during the existence of 
the Confederate post-office department. 

As an officer of that department, it was 
my duty to procure postage stamps, and if I 
were to furnish a statement of the difficulties 
that presented themselves in obtaining en- 
gravers, tools, machinery, ink, gum, &c., &c., 
it would tire the patience of even the most 
enthusiastic collector of postage stamps. 
Suffice it to say, the first postage stamps ob- 
tained by me were lithographed on stone, by 
Hoyer & Ludwig, in Richmond, Virginia, in 
the month of October, 1801, and are indicated 
as 1, on page 83* ; the style 2 was engraved 
and lithographed by the same parti est ; as 
was also 3 J, of which I attach, in the cata- 
logue, a proof impression. The portrait of 
1 is that of Jefferson Davis, 2 is that of 
General Andrew Jackson, and 3 was de- 
signed for James Madison, but the artist 
made a caricature of it. Numbers 4 and 5 || 
were electrotyped and printed for me by 

* (No. 1). Head of Davis to right in oval ; inscription 
above, confedkrate states of America. Large rect., 
6 cents, green, blue. 

t (No. 2). Head of Andrew Jackson to left in oval ; 
inscription above, c. s. A. postage. Large rect., 2 cents, 
green. 

J (No. 3). Head to right in broad oval ; inscription 
like No. 1. 10 cents, rose, bine. 

II (No. 4). Head of Calhoun in circle; inscription, 
CONFEDERATE STATES, in margin above. Rect., 1 cent, 
yellow, red-brown. (No. 6). Samedevice, head of Davis, 
o cents, blue. 
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Tbomas De-la-Bue & Co., London, England, 
and the electrotyped plates were subse- 
quently brought to the department at Hioh* 
mond, and used there by Messrs. Archer & 
Daly. No. 4 was designed for the portrait 
of John C. Calhoun, but y^as so imperfectly 
printed, that they were never issued or used, 
and in a short time after their reception from 
England the rate of postage was changed, 
so that that deno^mination became obsolete. 
The 5 is correctly described in the catalogue. 
The 6 §, though bearing the imprint, Kea- 
tinge & Ball, ^c, was engraved by a Mr, 
Halpin, an Englishman, employed by Archer 
& Daly, in Richmond, aad he also engrayed 
the numbers 7 and 8 %, The 6 is correctly 
described in the catalogue as hi The one 
mentioned as a was engraved by Mr. Archer, 
and had the denomination expressed in 
letters, thus, tbn cents. The portrait was 
not satisfactory, and ihe plates were only 
used until the others, marked &, could be 
prepared. The engravers;, Messrs. Archer 
& Daly, failed to comply with the terms of 
their contract, foid a new one was entered in- 
to with Messrs. Keatinge & Ball, of Columbia, 
South Carolina, and the plates were delivered 
to them in 1864. They were requested to 
place their imprint upon them, for the pur- 
pose of enabling the department to fix re- 
sponsibility of issue. Keatinge & Ball never 
engraved postage stamps for the department. 
I am unable to give the precise dates of 
issue, as all my records are in the possession 
of the United States government, and, I 
presume, are field in the 'rebel archives.' 
The stamps were engraved in the order in 
which they are represented in the catalogue. 
As I have in my possession counterfeits of 
each denomination, I have attached genuine 
issues in their proper places, in order that you 
may have the means of testing such as may 
be submitted to you by vendors of stamps. 
The counterfeits I have, some fifteen different 



§ (No. 6). Head of Bax-is to right in oval; inscrip- 
tion, po*»TAGB above ; confedebate states op America 
on sides, liect., ff, Ihi cents (value in words), blue; 
bj 10 centy, light-blue, dark-blue. 

1[ (No. 7). Head of Andrew Jackson in oval ; inscrip- 
tion, PosTAQR, and c. s. in lowrr comers. Rect., 2 cents, 
lake-red. (No. 8). Head of Washington in oval; in- 
scription, COKFEDERATE STATES UF AMEKICA. Bect., 
20 cents, green. 



kinds, were sent to mie from Canada daring 
the war, and were said to have been printed 
in this city. 

In regard to the colours of the. genuine, it 
is proper to state, that a difference. in. depth 
was frequently occasioned by the inability of 
obtaining, through the blockade, the neces- 
sary inks or chemicals from which to prepare 
them. 

The local stamps^ figured on pag^ 127, 
were not reoogniaed by the department, and 
were merely used by postma&ters . for con- 
venienee in prepaying postage during the 
period which intervened between the I si of 
July, 1861, and the date when th^ depart- 
ment was enabled to supply the aev^eral post 
ofilces. They were nevei« issued, or used, at 
the Richmond post-offioe, and their issue 
elsewhere did not meet the approval of the 
department, and but few of them were 
printed. • • 

I believe that I have a.ns.wered all the 
doubtful points presented by you^ except as 
to the precise dates of issue, whic^ is not 
material. Tbe 6rst five were fssued (with the 
exception of 4, which was never issued) in 
the latter part of the year 1861. Numbers 
6, a and ^, and 7, were issued in 1863, and 
8 in 1864 

If any other matters for .inquiry in this 
connection suggest themselves to your mind, 
you need not hesitate to write to me, as it 
will always give me pleasure to furnish such 
information as may be in my possession. 

Eespeotfnlly, 

H. St* GeoBaB Offdtp. 



Office of Offutt, MoAnerney, & Co., 

Hardware and Creneral Commission 

♦ Merchants, 

39, Beekman Street, New York, 

AprU 12fch, 1867. 

Dbak Sir, — ^I have been obliged to defer 
until now acknowledging the receipt of your 
letter of tbe 8th inst. I am repaid for my 
attention to your first eommunication by 
your expressions of pleasure, derived from 
my condensed and hastily prepared sketch of 
Confederate States postage stamps. You 
express surprise at the seeming scarcity of 
the 2 c. stamp of first issue, but, to me it is 
surprising that any of them can be found, 
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for, in the firat instance, there was never 
at anj time a snffidient supply printed to 
meet the wants of the people in mailing 
papers ; and, in the second, but few wrappers 
of papers with stamps affixed were pre- 
serv^ed ; and but few papers, or letters, sent 
out ot the countrj paid any inland postage in 
stanops, as they were generally intrusted to 
some private conveyance for placing them on 
blockade rnnning vessels. I cannot give 
you any statistics as to the number of stamps 
issued by the department, for the reason, 
that the official reports are not in my pes* 
session. The 1 c. stamps, that were never 
issued or used by the Confederate States 
.Go\'emmeiit, were carried, with the other 
effects and archives of the department, as far 
as Chester, South Carolina, during the evacu- 
ation of Richmond, and, together with a small 
amount of other denominations, were placed 
by me in the custody of the United States 
Government at the time of my parole, i^nbse- 
quently to the surrender of all the Confederate 
States forces. The 1 c. btamp was printed 
by De^la*Rae^ & Co., London, and they re* 
tained in their keeping the original dies from 
which the ' electrotype plates ' were pre- 
paired. I think that at leasfc three plates, 
and about the nominal value of 400,000 dols. 
of printed stamps, ready for use (among 
which were some of the 1 c.-) were shipped 
by De-la* Rue & Co. on a vessel that was 
captured by the United States off the port of 
Wilmingrton, Noriii Carolina, and the agent 
of the department threw th« plates over- 
board ; the stamps were captured, but what 
disposition was made of them I never knew. 
These plates were never recovered, but 
subsequently one plate, denomination 5 c, 
and one plate, denomination 1 c, were 
successfully shipped tx) Richmond, and were, 
with some other matters (the printing press 
from the same London house being among 
them), sent southward, prior to the evacua- 
tion of Richmond, in charge of a special 
agent, with a view to their safety in the 
event of that city being captured ; but what 
became of them I do not know. All of the 
dies, rolls, and plates, of the second issue, 
engraved and prepared in Richmond, were 
burned in the great conflagration which 
destroyed Columbia, South Carolina, and as 



that occurred some weeks prior to the 
evacuation of Richmond, it followed that the 
small stock that the department and its 
offices had on hand at the time of the fire, 
was nearly exhausted when the final collapse 
of the Confederacy took place. I do not 
understand how European dealers can supply 
genuine impressions of any stamps, in con- 
siderable numbers of any, save those issued 
in London, which, I presume, they obtain 
from the original publishers, who nave the 
means of supplying them. I am quite cer- 
tain that none of the stamps of the first issue 
remained in the States unused at the date 
of the surrender, and the lithographic stones 
from which they had been printed were des- 
troyed as rapidly as the steel plates were 
prepared to t^kc their places. I believe that 
I stated to you that there were sent to me 
from Canada, during the war, counterfeit 
impressions of each denomination of stamps 
used by the Confederate States, and I think 
it very probable that some designing parties 
are supplying collectors with them, as but 
few persons have the opportunity of com- 
paring them with the genuine, and the 
illustrations in the catalogues that I have 
seen do not resemble either the bi^gus or the 



genume. 



Respectfully, &c., 

H. St. George Offutt. 



AN IRISH POST-OFFICE.* 

OuE post-office, in common witli many other 
peaceful institutions, has been grievously 
disturbed and thrown off its equilibrium by 
the war. Oars is an Irish sea^side village, 
and every man and boy of the operative 
classes dwelling therein, between the ages 
of twelve and sixty, was seized with an 
uncontrollable longing to join the fleet and 
fight the Roonans, The consequence is, 
that the culture, of our pretty little gardens 
is left in the hands of an aged sea-monster, 
a sort of superannuated Caliban, who, having 
turned his oar into a spade, has suddenly 
started up as a professor of horticulture. 
His ideas, however, savouring much more of 

♦ [We reprint this amusing sketch from Chawbem's 
Journal, where it appeared in 1S56 under the title 
» Curiositiee of Our Post-office.'— Ed] 
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his former tban of his present profession, he 
calls violets pilots, and digs away at oar 
luckless parterres as if he were literally 
ploughing the deep. 

To retnm to our post*office. One day 
lately, a sailor, belonging to a man-of-war 
lying in the harbonr, stepped in, and ad- 
drosHing our postmaster, asked : 

' Do you know Bill Jenkins A.6. of the 
Racer ? ' 

' Not I. Wliy do you ask F ' 

* Because I wanted to give you a letter to 
him,' rejoined the sailor, producing an oddly 
folded epistle. 

*Very well,' said our functionary; 'the 
letter will be sent to him ; but you must 
put a stamp on it.' 

' How the ,' responded the astonished 

seaman, ' can you send a letter to Bill Jen- 
kins unless you know him ? ' 

'Oh, no matter; I can send the letter; 
but it will cost you a penny for a stamp. 

' Stamp ! ' cried the sailor — * show me one/ 

A stamp was accordingly shown to him. 
The honest tar turned it round contemp- 
tuously between his finger and thumb, shook 
his head, and exclaimed : 

* No ! Shiver me if I put Bill Jenkins off 
with a penny, for he has often spent.a crown 
upon me. Havn't you got anything hand- 
somer than this P ' 

A twopenny stamp- was shown him. 

* Well, this looks decenter ; but havn't 
you got anything better ? ' 

The postmaster produced a shilling stamp, 
which Jack inspected with an expression of 
approval, saying ; ' All right. Put ^vq of 
them on the letter. I'll never send Bill 
Jenkins less than &Ye shillings' worth ! ' 

So saying, he threw down two half-crowns 
on the counter, took up the five shilling 
stamps, and stuck them on the letter, which 
he then threw into the box, with expressions 
of satisfaction at having spent a crown's 
worth on his old mate, Bill Jenkins. 

Owing to the before-mentioned scarcity 
of boys, the present Mercury who distributes 
our correspondence is a bright-eyed ragged 
urchin of ten, wholly innocent of the art of 
reading. Although carrying an official- 
looking bag, this receptacle is merely meant 
to give grace and dignity to his office ; for 
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if the letters were onoe consigned to it-s 
depths in a mingled heap, the process of 
abstracting any individual one required 
would be a very chance-medley afihir indeed, 
considering that the majority of our servants, 
as well as our postboy, might have been pre- 
Cadmusites for anything they know of the 
alphabetic mysteries. By an ingenious 
species of memoria iechiiea, therefore, our 
postmistress puts the letters for our terrace 
into the dirty chubby right hand of her 
juvenile aUache, and those for another in his 
left ; while my letters belonging to a third 
division, come in his mouth. Many is the 
editorial epistle I have myself extricated 
from this canine species of conveyance, and, 
blessing the invention of envelopes, read the 
unscathed sheet of note-paper, while its 
cover bore the marks of Master Jerry 
Linchan's strong, white, young incisors. 

As to the mistakes in the delivery of the 
letters, they are really past counting. In 
fact, getting our neighbours' letters every 
morning has come to be regarded as quite 
the normal state of things in our village, 
and receiving our own rather an exceptional 
occurrence, tor which we are bound to be 
thankful, but which we are not by any means 
entitled to expect. A nervous gentleman 
amongst us was certainly rather startled 
one day, by receiving a demand for funeral 
expenses from an eminent undertaker ; and 
an aristocratic one, by inadvertently opening 
an epistle designed for a government con- 
tractor, beginning * My dear Heniy [his own 
name], pigs are looking up,' <fec. 

As order, however, out of chaos sprang, 
BO good sometimes comes of all this con- 
fusion. There lives in our village, in a 
handsome detached house, a rich childless 
widow named Effingham. She was always 
a civil neighbour, kind to the poor, and 
liberal in her expenditure, yet somehow she 
was not very popular amongst us. People 
complained that they never got to know her 
any better than they did the first day they 
paid a visit in her nicely furnished drawing- 
room. She lived alone ; and, although 
perfectly pohte, she never seemed to mani- 
fest any interest in what was going on 
around. I believe the most intellectual, 
pious, or high-minded individual i^at ever 
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breathed, if resident in a small village, can 
soapoely avoid having a tendency to small- 
talk about her neighbour's affairs, to cariosity 
about their sayings and doings — in short, to 
oocasional indulgence in harmless gossip. 
Mrs. Effingham was therefore looked on 
amongst us as a sort of phenomenon, when 
it was found that she took no interest what- 
ever in the incipient flirtation between our 
Crimean hero — of whom we are very proud, 
although he did obtain leave of absence on 
* urgent private affairs ' — and Mies Ellard, 
our acknowledged belle, Once, indeed, 
when a runaway naatoh — which, however, 
did not take place — was spoken of, as likely 
to be the detwuement of an engagement 
between two penniless lovers, Mrs. Effing- 
ham was heard to sigh deeply and remark : 
'They are bad things; the happiness of 
many a family has been wrecked by a run- 
away match ; ' and then another sigh and 
a faint flush on the still handsome cheek, 
followed by a chill paleness. This rare 
evidence of emotion could not have been 
caused by any personal experience ; for Mrs. 
Effingham, we all knew, was the childless 
widow of a rich and highly respectable 
merchant, whom she had married with the 
full approbation of every one concerned. 

By degrees, however, the truth came out, 
— an old story ! Her only sister had made 
a most imprudent clandestine marriage with 
a young ensign ; and Mrs. Effingham, in 
her first accese of indignation, had made 
a vow never to see her sister or inquire 
about her again. Time rolled on, and 
the newspapers brought Mrs. Effingham, 
whether she would or not, intelligence of 
the delinquent. First appeared among the 
births in the army in India, the arrivaJ of a 
niece. The next mail brought an account 
of the mother's death ; and> a few months 
after came a like announcement respecting 
the young husband.' He died of jungle- 
fever, when on the eve of pt'omotion. Often, 
in spite of herself, did Mrs. Effingham's 
heart turn to the little orphan, left desolate 
in a foreign land and now the only sur- 
viving member of her near kindred. Yet it 
was only by chance she learned that a kind 
stranger, the childless wife of a captain in 
its father's negiment, had taken the little 



creature to her home and heart, and was 
bringing it up as her own. 

Years passed on. The girl, if alive, must 
be nearly twenty ; and often in the silence 
of night, or in the cheerful sunshine, when 
we were commenting on Mrs. Effingham's 
cold, absent, indifferent manner, was the 
sore self-stricken heart of the grey*haired 
woman yearning for the sound of a kindred 
voice, for the touch of a kindred hand. 

She made diligent inquiries, but they 
were fruitless; Captain Ellis and his wife 
were both dead, and what had become of 
their adopted daughter no one could tell. 

It happened one morning that our post- 
mistress was sorely puzzled by the arrival of 
a letter legibly directed to ' Miss Greenham.' 

* Where on the face of the earth can she 
be stopping ? ' was Mrs. Callaghan's de- 
spairing inquiry. I'm sure I know the 
name of every one living or visiting in the 
whole place, and the never a Greenham, 
nor anything like it, is there in it. Here 
Jerry,' she continued—* take this letter, and 
ax everywhere for somebody to own it. 
You're learning to read very fast, I'll say 
that for you ; and here's the name Oreenham 
plain enough. I'll put it in the bottom of 
the bag, and you will be sure to find it.' 

Away trudged Jerry on his mission, and 
delivered our correspondence after his usual 
fashion, not failing to ask at every house: 
*Was there one Miss Greenham stopping 
there ? ' The reply was always in the ne- 
gative, and Jerry was almost at his wits' 
end, when a bright thought suddenly struck 
him. Mrs. Effingham received very few 
letters, and consequently seldom came into 
contact with our young postman. As he 
was now, however, passing her door, he 
turned into the pleasant violet-scented little 
garden, and, his hands being at liberty, he 
gave a very tolerable imitation of an official 
knock at the hall door. The grave neat 
parlour-maid appeared. 

*Ax the misthress could I see her for a 
minnit,' quoth Master Jerry. 

' What do you want ? I can give her 
any message.' 

' Oh, 'tis herself I most S3e, about some- 
thing very particklar,' was the rejoinder of 
our pertinacious postboy. 
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" ' " i'^KMii rn-rywhere, 8 

• A '' " "'*'' """ '''^■ 

~ u..!.*tf ""^y decideiJly, was 

- '■'■ '^. when Jerry exclniraed : 

- ■*" *j^ ^ho else would it be for, 
' . ..it^ Sure it ends in h, a, m, 

■4M •* fo"' •"*" iiofie, Effirty- 

"" ''„.»— "tie mighty little differ 

■ , ,V,.»«v*i ■•""t i'^ thinking.' * 

^c' • Liuohin's system of orthc^^ph- 

t^,,4„»Rm cerfaialy rivalled in bold 

'.atJii'* *^ °^ "^y modern philologist. 

" liiv^jnv, it would seem, was Dot withont 

',4- Ivr Mrs. ]>ffingham (she afterwArds 

J Jw foold not account for the itnpnlse 

"^iitiA W»i b^"" *° ^o ^•*) "* l«igth consented 

* ^uva the letter. A strange effect the 

^i»g of *!'*' fi™*' f^w "les produced on 

j^^, her face grew deadly pale, her lip 

^ui»«irod, and hastily desiring the boy to 

^aif, she went into the pallonr and shut the 

Hoot. I" abont a quarter of an bonr, she 

(«oie ont, her features wearing a softened 

expression, and tbe trace of many tears. 

Bidding the boy tell bis tnistrcss that 'it 

was all right about the letter,' Khe gave him 

fi bright coin, and sent him away, (he 

happiest of postboys. 

That evenittg the village mail-bag went 
ont freighted with a letter directed to 'Miss 
Aylrae:-, care of Miss Greenham,' Ac. 

liy one of these accidents which are called 
improbable in novels, bnt which do occnr in 
real life, Mrs. Effingham's niece was living 
in a village in the North of Ireland, which, 
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who had nothing to Wiaerth, tKae, ova 
from India, and knowing no relatWe mo 
poor and distant consin ot her fiil\ier's, a 
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namesake village, she natjmlly, in the JnA 
instance, took up her abode with hw. Tlie 
letter waa one produced by an wliertiseiMnt 
which the yonng lady hid in&etted in a 
Dublin newspaper, oflering her Mrvicw as a 
governess. Acorrefqxmdence.aWftjgairetted 
under cover to Miss Oreenham, engned W 
tneeu tlie yonng Anglo-Indiaa and a lady 
of high respectability who wished to «ngage 
her. This letter, the third of tiie serieB, 
oontained sufficient to identify Miss Aylmer 
as the relative for whose presence Mrs, 
Effingham had long pined. 

No govemeasitig now — no going forth 
into the wide bleak world, In a few daysMias 
Ayliner, accompanied by her friend, made 
her appearance in our village. A lively, 
gentle girl she was, so agreeable, that vbry 
few people ever thought of asking whether 
she was pretty. Under her auBpieea, ter 
aunt's sometime melancholy mansion beo&me 
filled with gtiiety, and the nnmberof con- 
sequent tea-parties and picnics was qaite 
wiinderfnl for ourqniet village. 

' Ye see,' said Jerry, when telling me tbe 
story confidentially for at least the tenth 
time — 'ye see, ma'am, tbe good (rf the 
laming ; for only that I knew that h, a, *n-t 
spells ham, that letther wonid still have been 
going a shnnghrawi,* and that purty yonng 
lady wouldn't be to the fore, and I'd be 
without the fine new cloth-jacket «n<i 
oorderoys that the oold misthress promisea- 
me agen next Sunday.' 

THE HAND ON THE OLI> TUEKISBC 
STAMPS. 

(Prom Lt Tintire-Tbite). 

To some of our readers the above title ivill 
probably seem an enigma. They may search, 
perhaps in vain, for the hand of which -we 
speak. Yet it is there, thongh different in 

* AngUc^ > wiiakig about.' 
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appeai'aiioe fitmi those -we know. It is, in 
iaiet, the oarioos design occupying the centre 
of each of these stamps — its name 'Thongra.' 
The ' Tfaongra ' is the eignatnre of Lis 
tn^esfy the Snltnit, ordinarily written in 
blank, Bometimes in red, and 
frequently in letters of gold, 
and is found upon coios, 
passports, &o,, as well as 
upon the stamps. Tbe first 
aultsAS Dsed to make rangh 
impressione, with the five 
fingers of one hand, at the 
foot of tiieir decrees, and 
Mafaoinefc XL placed his fingers, wet with 
blood, on the columns of 6«int Sophia, at 
the capture of Constantinople in 1+58. Of 
these early finger seals, and of the impi'essions 
of the conqueror's fingers on the lUosqneH, 
the arabesque pattern in the centre of the 
stamp is representative. 

The hand has to Mnssnlmen three mystic 
signifioatioBS : it denotes providence; it is 
the expression of law ; and, thirdly, of power ; 
it restores the courage of the faithful, and 
strikes terrorintothehoartsof their enemies. 
As an. emblem of law, the Mussulman thus 
explains the meaning of the hand. It has 
fire fingers, each, with the exception of the 
thtunb, having three joints. All the filers 
are sabordinate to the anity of the hand, 
their common foundation. The fire funda- 
Dteatal precepts of the law are : Ist. — Belief 
ill God and in his prophet, 2nd. — Prayer. 
3rd. — Giving alms, ith, — Fasting during 
the sacred months, and at the appointed 
times. 5th. — Yisiting the temples of Mecca 
and Medina. Each of these precepts ad- 
mits of three divisions, except the first, sym- 
bolised hy the thumb, which baa only two, 
heart and viork. These dogmas and their 
modifications have for their sonrce the cen- 
tral doctrine of the nnity of God ; and all the 
creed of Uahometaoism is contained in the 
hand, — the five fingers, and their forty joints. 
As to its magical inflnence, it not only 
preserves the Mussulman from the witch- 
craflw practised by his enemies, but also works 
enchantments and prodigies. 

Above the inscription, placed at the prin- 
cipal entrance to the Alharabra at Grenada, 
may be seen the key joint of the hand. The 



^^y joint is to the Mahometan, what the 
cross is to the Cln-tetian. Catholics ascribe 
bo the keys of St. Peter the faculty of 
binding and loosing, and of opening and 
shotting the doors of heaven ; and the Koran 
also says that God gave not to his deputy 
upon earth the power over heaven which ia 
above, or of the fire which is below ; and he 
grants not the title, or the power, of porter 
at the gates of heaven, reserving that wort 
for those who have been chosen. 

The hand placed above the gates of the 
Alhambra, upon the sultan's seal, and upon 
the stamps, symbolises the spititnal and tem- 
poral power which protects the good and 
the faithful, and pnnislies their adversaries. 

The symbolism of the hand, modified in 
divers manners, is not unknown to Christian 
people. The hand stands as the emblem of 
the government of society. The fingers, to- 
gether with the thumb, bear the signification 
of power, knowledge, will, conrage, and 
dnty ; or, force, intelligence, authority, love, 
and obedience. 

In like manner, the superstitious idea of 
the my.sterious powerof tliehand has been in 
part adopted by Christians. The necklaces 
made of rows of hands, in silver, wood, 
ivory, &c., which the careful [Belgian ?] 
mother places on the neck of her infant to 
guard him against the machinations of evil 
spirits, are of Mahometan origin. 



NEWLY-ISSUED OR INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
We have this month comparatively few new 
emissions to announce, hut are able to give 
engravings of most of those which have 
been recently described. We commence 
with — 

AosTBU. — ^Tbese stamps were announced 
in the last number, and 
fiiU details given respect- 
ing them. By the an- 
nexed cuts it will be seen 
that the 'kreuzer' and 
' soldi ' impressions are 
alike, save in one trifling 
particular. To make room 
for the abbreviation of the 
ras necessary to lop off the 
iplete the ornament at the 
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loner comers. Tbe ' krenzer ' stamps ftlone 
have hitherto been iesned, „ 
and those only, »» we are 

given to understand, in 
Hangaiy, Theirenrrenoy 
in tbe empire will be de- j 
lajed nnlH tbe 1st Januft- ? 
ry, 1868, to give time for 
tiie exhaust ion of the 
stock of tbe * arms ' series. 
The * soldi ' stamps are intended for tbe pre- 
payment of letters transmitted by the Ana- 
trlMl post offices in Constantinople, Smyrna, 
Bncharest, Jassy, Alesandria, and other fo- 
reign cities. When they will appear we 
cannot say. The design for the newspaper 
stamp is, it will be seen, a 
if very plain one, and is very 
i| roughly executed, onr cut 
y being clearer than the ac- 
I taal stamp. The wioged 
qI cap is a very heavy affair, 
U and the portrait a poor re- 
pi-esenlation of the smart 
and active Mercury. 

Spain. — We gave lant raontli a brief sum- 
mary of the new postal tariff, and a list of 
the anticipated new stamps. Of these, three 
only have as yet appeared, vi%., the 10, 25, 
and SO mil. The former, intended for news- 
papers only, is here repre- ^ , 
sented. It is the first 
Spanish stamp to bear as 
the central device the fi- 
gure of value. The im- 
pressions alrondy received 
are not of a uiiiforra shade, 
ihe brown varying from 
light to dark. The 26 " 
and 60 mil. ni-e of the snbjoined pattern. 
-which will probably serve also for thehighei 



valm 



It it 



c ment omtbat of thi 

i issued at the 

, ment of the year. The 

\ inscriptions are now in 

I colour on white, and the 

i twrder pattern is neat and 

J gracefal. The 25 milesi- 

mas has a pretty effect, 

the disk being printed rose and the frame 

blue. The 60 mil. loees mach by it» dull, 



laded hue — a pale Isstre. These twoBtamps 
supersede the 2 and 4 ca. previously in nse. 
The other valaes remain cirrrent; there are 
therefore, as Le Timbre-Potte points ont, at 
one and the same time, onartos, cantesimos, 
and milesimaa in circulation as postal deno- 
minations. All three of tbe new stampsare 
printed on white nnwatermarked paper. 

Besides these, another variety of the Con- 
gress stamps, of which 
there arc now quite a lit- 
tle family, has been re- 
centlv discovered. It re- £ 
Bembles in its main fes- iC 
turcs tbe one figured and a 
described at page 6? of? 
onr last year's volume. 
On reference, however, it 
will be seen tbatthe frame 
of the new comer is wider, the word cobreo 
in different type, the crown lftrg«r, and the 
shield oval. We believe these hybrid frank 
stamps .are nnwbeitigreprlnted. Tbe above 
is impi-essed in black ink on white. 

V[iiflis Isr.ANOS.^ — The additinDal values 
have by thts time oom- 
iJ menced work. The snp- 
M ply l^ft this coiiMry by 
the mail of the 1 ?th Jane, 
and the next homeward 
mail will probaUy bring 
letters prepaid with them. 
^'? The new stamps are 
^S nnique in design, but we 
'^~-' cannot say we mnch ad- 
them. Tbe fourpenny baa a rough un- 
finished look. The central figure, which, by 
tbe way, has an almost , 
grotesque appearance, j 
does not nearly fill the i 
cii-cle in which it is i 
placed, and no attempt 1 
is made to ornament the 
frame. Nor ia tbe shil- 
ling stamp more success- 
ful; the figure on this is 
printed black on a rose 
mui-al-patferned ground. A Uack viiyin is 
something incongruous, and the whole device 
is suggestive to our minds of a nan ^oat to 
be walled up. The new figure is not so sig- 
niScant as that on the fiFSt-iesued'piur. . The 
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lam|)a are abseot, and also the lily, and thuB 
it ia derived of effect. Tbe forui of tb« 
figure on the seal from which the enffraver 
had to c»py, was that of jastice, bandsged, 
holding, ae tunal, a qword ia her rigfht, and 
scales in her left hand, and standing erect 
upon, au arch, intended perhaps to represent 
the globe. This figure is i«produced on the 
stamps minaa the judicial aymbok, and with- 
out any fresh emblemn to supply their place. 
The globe or arch is ri^tained, but apparently 
without reason, as it has no special cunueo- 
tion with innocence or purity, and cannot be 
a convenient place for devotioDaL purposes. 
Altogether we fear the designer has been 
hampered by the economical views of the 
local authorities, and should not be surprised 
if fcheaa stamps enjoy but a sbort curreucy. 
The paper on which the stamps are printed 
is of a strong white <]uality, un watermarked 
fjtd perforated. The colour of the fonrpence 
is red-.brown, and there are proofs in the 
same colour on wblte and on deep rose paper, 
and in red on white. 

The postmaster of Tortola, in a letter 
to our publishers, dated S7tb June, gives the 
following infonoatioQ ; ' By the post-office 
urdiuonce, 1860, the. governor is anthorized 
to order and procure such number of poBtage 
stamps, of such colour and pattern as he 
shall deem fit, &c. Accordingly, at the 
end of last year, the governor directed 
aixpanuy and penny stamps to bo prepared 
and issued- The Virgin Isles were dis- 
covered by Colnmbus on the Virgin's day, 
he accordingly named them, after the Vir- 
gin; the twelve. lamps represent the twelve 
primitive Christian charities.' Tbe twelve 
lamps are made up by inclnding tbe one 
in the Virgin's hand with the eleven in 
the border. By the above statement all 
doubt in set at rest as to their significance. 

Great Bbitain. — Anuesed are the water- 
marks of tbe new lOd. and 2a,, and of tbe 
5s. respectively. It is to be 
regretted that such an un- 
necessary precaution as tbe 
insertion of watermarks in 
our atamps is still con- 
sidered necessary. What- p 
ever may be thought of the 
designs of the serieB, the 




-"-^ fineness of the lines and 
c, general delicacy of ex- 
ecution are in them- 
selves a sufficient pre- 
ventive of successful 
forgery, even were it 
> ^ worth the while of any 

^ ^ one to try the dauger- 

I S ous experiment ; and 

, __.,_r>y> f^^ -N^^vO printed, as all the pro- 
ductions of De-la-Kue are, upon a rather 
thin glazed paper, the watermark often de- 
tracts from their beauty. The five-shilling, 
for instance, Bhons the. dark outline of the 
cross in the very centre of the stamp, and 
this spoils the portrait. 

India.^ — We here append a represen- 
tation of the new Indian 
stamp fully described last ? 
month. The Queen, it ^ 
will be observed, bears 
a diadem of a difierent pat- 
tern from that w hich gene- 
rally adorns the portraits 
by De-la-Rue. The stamp 
ia watermarked, tike (he 
1865 issue, with an elephant's head. 

NoBWAY.— Tbe 2 skilling stamp alluded to 
.• in our last turns out to 



Onr 



ference to tbe engraving, it 
will be seen that the details 
. vary conaiderably from that 
j of the preceding series. The 
''- numeral appears on each 
side of the abbreviation 
SKILL ; the ground is formed of vertical in- 
stead of diagonally- crossed lines ; the 
position and size of the, lion are different, 
and so on. The colour ia a kind of nankin- 
yellow. 

Mexico,- — In the number for May last we 
gave a lengthened account . 

of a so-called provisional y^S^ /S^ 
stamp for tliis country, said ^H^ ^^\ 
to have been issued by the f^ ivtiiSe'.'fA 
Juarist authorities, in Gua- ll^ 1867 §1 
dalajara. The annexed vj^ ^/ 

engraving is a represen- ^^Wft^^^ 
tation of this questionable ^^— ^-^^ 
emisaion, and in tbe details of execution ia 
superior to the original. No intelligepce 
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tending to prove its genuine character baa 
been received either here or on the Continent, 
and until receipt of Bnch intelligence we mnat 
continue to regard it with suspicion, for the 
reasons stated when we first noticed it. In 
addition to those named by as, Le Timbre- 
Fode chronicles the following ; — 
I- real white. 

Pbcbbu.— This wonderflil design has been 
adopted for a new series 
of stamps, not, as we un< 
dcTstand (though bearing 
the inscription tbeussicn), 
ioV nse in Pmasia, bnt for 
employment in the South- 
■ Stnica of Germany, 
ere they will take the 
place of the obsolete Thom 
and Taxis ' krenzer ' stamps. The Berlin 
printing office, where the stamps are pre- 
pai-ed, has one stereotyped style from which 
it never wanders far, and it haa in the main 
points adhered lo it in the present instance. 
There is & correct and precise mediocrity 
visible in all its prodnctrons, and in none 
more so than in the stamps before 113. We 
had hoped the new postal era wonid have 
been inangnrated with something better than 
these. The colours and valnes of the series 
are as follows : — 

1 kreuEBr green. 

2 „ orange. 

6 „ brigbt-blTiB. 

9 „ bistre. 

' There are also envelopes of the same 
values, bearing the same device impressed 
on the right upper comef, but, after the 
fitshion of the existing Prosaian envelopes; 
defaced by a transverse inscription in black 
ink. The adhesives are printed on pierced 
white paper. The eagle and the figure are 
in relief. The currency of these stampB 
cenimenced on the 1st ult., afid it ia 'Stated 
that three higher values — 12, 18, and 35 
kr. — will shortly be add^d. 

Bbe 3 r. AC— Frequent issues of stamps are 
the chief oharacteriatic of private postal 
companies ; hence we are not aurprised to 
find that, after a currency of tltree or ftrar 
months, the B6t described in omr Mtty nnm- 



ber haa been repkiced by tjie annexed design. 
This is certain); vepy chaste 
and graceful, and tta ad- 
vance on its predecessors. 
The company which emita 
it undertakes to deliver 
letters and packets in 
BresUra and the suburba, 
and we preefume it is 
not only willing bnt able to 
do what it undertakes. Details oonoeming 
the establiahment of the oompaiiy or insti- 
tute, the method in which its bosineas ia 
done, the authorisation (if any) reoeived 
from govermnenf^ Ac., are neceesary befere 
anything tike a decisive judgment oan be 
come to respecting these stamps, which, 
meanwhile, should be received with cironm- 
spection. Oar engraving is taken irom a 
proof in black on enamelled card. The 
values are sis, all black impressions on 
coloured paper, which are as foUows: — 
■J e. gr. yellow. 

1 „ rose. 

• 1§ „ green. 

2 „ pale-blue. 
2J „ ■ orange. 

5 „ lilac. 

Ceylom. — Our Belgian contemporary aaya 
that the twopence of this island has just 
been received, printed dark oahre-yellow. 

Egypt.— Our pubtisliera, in reply to an in- 
quiry by them aa to tJie date of ismte and 
design of the expected new series toe this 
country, have received the following reply 
frota the postmaster- general. 

Alfiandria, 14th June, 1867. 
Hewn. Alfred Smith & Co.,- Bath. 

Gentlkmen, — I am in receipt of your estfieraed tavour 
of 3l8t May last, atid bffi to inform yon that the new 
issue of ilamps will prohahly tfllte place in Augudt neil, 
or bafora, if pusaibla. Thii colour, Sona, m^ vMne of the 
new stamps are almost the same is those of the last issue. 
The doHign onlj- has been changed, with R view to im- 
Jin)veinenl— (he ^hini snd the nynunid having been 
adottted aa the central figures. Q£ the forniftr, ouljr.Ilie 
stamp of ten piastres has been abc^ehed, w ^^A^^f^M- 

I remaim. Gendenjen, ~?" ■ . 

Tour obadient serTant ■■ ' 

The IVetniast^-Qsneral, 
(Signed) Mumi'Sei. 
By this it will be seen that Cleopatta's 
needle is not to be included in t^.d^4o&. 

Abg«niine Repdbllc. — We have informa- 
tion from Buenos Ayrea timt a new wries o( 
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stamps for this republic is being prepared 
by the American Bank-Note Company, and 
ia expected to be issued shortly. The 
romoar of the intended new stamps probably 
gave occasion for the cowJoction of the ficti- 
tious essays which we noticed a few months 
back. We have received specimens of- a new 
dei^ign for the republic, gummed and perfo- 
rated ; but cannot speak as to their character. 
• SwiTZi£BLANi>. — The 10 c. envelope became 
eurreiit on the Ist ult. The colour varies 
from pale rose to bright carmine. The en- 
velope is watermarked with a dove caiTying 
a letter. 

New Granada. — Le Timbrophlh mentions 
a report received by it from a good source, 
to the effect that the triangular 2^ c. will 
soon be suppressed. 

San Salvapor. — A correspondent at San 
Francisco stat^ that the fictiti<»us stamps 
which preceded the genuine emission were 
engraved in that city for a person whose 
name he gives, and sent by him all over the 
eastern States and Europe. This statement 
renders further warning unnecessary. 

United States. — The same correspondent 
forwards us a postmarked specimen of a 
new Californiau envelope. It bears the 
government 3 c. stamp on the right, and on 
the left the inscription an curved lines, thb 

IIOLLADAY OVERLAND MAI L AND EXPRESS COM FANY, 

across the word paid, which is printed in 
large shaded ornametital letters. The can- 
eelHng-mark consists of a large oval, inscribed 

WEI.IjS, FARGO, <& G**' SALT tAKfi 0*^' U.T, (Utah 

Territory). The new express runs from Idaho 
and Montana Territories to the Great Salt 
Lake, and connects with Wells, Fargo, <fe Go. 
The genuine character of this stamp is be- 
yond question. 

Our San Franciscan correspondent further 
informs us, that the stamp of the annexed 

design (of which he 
forwards a sfeci- 
men) is the sole 
kind • which is or 
ever has been in use 
for newspapers by 
Wells, Fargo, & Go. 
We can only say 
that the variety de- 
scribed at page 58 of our present 




volume was a very finely-engraved w<ell- 
executed stamp, which ia prima facie evidence 
in its favour. We would recommend our 
correspondent to make forther inquiries on^ 
this subject. 

ARRANGEMENT OF A GOLLEGTION 
OF POSTAGE STAMPS. 

(from M. BEKGEU->LKVaAi;l.T*l$ NEW FRENCH 

CATALOfiUB). 

It is hardly possible to lay down any precise 
rules for the organisation of a collection of 
postage stamps. Those amateurs who have 
the fortune to possess collections of the first 
order, generally find it necessary to go over 
the arra<ngement again and again, and the 
experience which they thus naturally ac- 
quire, leads them at length to adopt a prac- 
tical system,, suited to the speciality of their 
collection. 

There has been no lack of counsel on the 
subject, but we trust that the less-ad van (ted 
amateurs will willingly receive some general 
intlications, the results of experience. Some 
years since it was customary to make collec- 
tions upon sheets ruled in advance with 
regular squares. We trust that this most 
impracticable plan has been completely aban- 
doned. On the other hand, we believe that 
the different albums published more recently 
are not without utility to beginners: thanks, 
above all, to the details which they generally 
contain* But we find that most of these 
have a very grave defect, namely, the placing, 
from an eeonotnic motive, of which we 
cannot approve, of the stamps of several 
countries on the same sheet. To our vie w^ an 
entire sheet should always be absolutely re- 
served for each country, as it is impossible 
to foresee what states will change theiv 
stamps,; and, consequently, upon what sheets 
places should be reserved for new emissions* 
If this be not done, the necessity ainses, 
upon those sheets whioh contain several 
countries, for putting the new stamps 
amongst those of another state. 

It is this defect which renders impossible 
the methodical classing and strict order, 
which are indispensable to a good collection ; 
whilst with our system [i. e., of having an 
entire sheet for each state] the publication of 
the necesfiary supplementary pages from time 
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to time wa4lclv for a long iwrhile, m/aiei jeyery 
requirement ; but even then the sheets pould 
not be detached from the album at a given 
moment for the purpose of classification and 
re-arrangemeut in a unique series. There- 
fore, in order to give full scope for collecting, 
we are obliged to abalndon the album system. 
That system,' in fact, is not possible for im- 
portant collections which all contain, fol- 
lowing the inclination of their possessor, a 
greater or less, but always variable, number 
of stamps presdhiing certain particulaiitieSy 
varietiei^, &c. At the present time loose or 
movable sheets alone should be used, set off, if 
requited, by a certain ornamentation, — co- 
loured frames, heiraldic arms^ ^c, according 
to taste. Following the system already in 
Togne in albums, the stamps of each state 
should be classed in the chronological order of 
emission, the stamps of each series being kept 
together, «nd care being tak«n to avoid any 
confusion of one with* a;QOther. The ^>ace 
should be allotted according to the number 
of stamps, and so as to admit of all the 
stamps of a se^ries being placed on ono and the 
same row, an arrangement which is possible 
in most cases. It would seem natural to oom- 
meuce with the etamps of the lowest price, 
the others Mlowing from left to right in the 
order of value. 
- We take leave to recommend young col- 
lectors not to detach their stamps, especially 
rare ones, immediately upon acquisition, 
from the pape^r to which they may be stock. 
We have found that one very great danger 
to collections consists in the too frekjuent re- 
moval of stamps. Some care is always 
necessary in taking off stamps to reduce the 
risk of dama^ng them, and that risk is natu- 
rally augmented with each new operation. 

Our recommendation is more especially 
necessary for stamps impressed in relief 
(such as those of Sardinia, Portugal, Olden- 
burg, &c.), because after having been moved 
two or three times they ^itirely lose their 
relief. 

• The day will come when the amateur 
will find it necessary to arrange his collection 
anew, and then is the time to replace the 
more or less defective specimens, with which 
he was at first content, with better copies. 
The experience he has acquired will then 



enable him to use tbe^ reqmsi^ degree of 
precaution in the manipulation of each stamp. 

The be^t method of talp^g off a stamp is, 
we think, to place the bajck. upon a piece of 
flannel well wetted (but not to place the 
flannel upon the stamp). In this manner^ 
watching closely th^.progre^a of detachment 
a number of stamps m^y be taken off at & 
time^ and the paper removed from their 
backs, care being taken that they do. not be- 
come too wet. But it is only for;rare stamps 
that it is necessary to .employ this process ; 
ordinary stamps^ printed on strong paper, 
may be dipped in watery and will then come 
off easily, - 

As to envelopes, the grea^ majority of 
am<ateurs take, afxd with reai^n, either one 
copy complete and intact, or else two 
copies, ..one cut square and mounted ia the 
album, the other kept entire and per&ct. 
As for those who only collect cut envelopes 
we suppose they hardly need to be recom- 
mended to cut the stamp in the form of a 
square (leaving about 6 millimetres of border, 
or more). The barbarous method used in 
the earliest collections, which consisted in 
cutting closely round the impression, is now 
but little followed. 

This recommendation is justified 

lat. — Because, in acting otherwise, many 
of the "envelopes are deprived of the signs 
which enable them to be most easily dis- 
tinguished from the corresponding adhesives: 
such is the result, for example, with the en- 
velopes and stamps of Austria^ Prussia, 
Saxony, and Lubeck, when any of them are 
cut round. 

2nd. — Because it deprives the envelopes, of 
their inscription (the two lines in small char- 
acters printed across most of the German se- 
ries, for instance), and that inscription forms 
a most interesting characteristic, as almost all 
the German states have adopted a different 
colour for it. In fact, it is the sole distinctive 
mark between the 1st and the 2nd series of 
envelopes of Thum and Taxis, the Saxon 
envelopes, &c. 

We do not pretend by these observations 
to have exhausted the subject, they are 
merely general indications which perhaps 
will be acceptable to some of our readers. 

O. B..L. 
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THE SCINDE STAMP. 
A CORRESPONDENT at Halifax, Yorkshire, for- 
warded Tis, in June last, some particulars 
respecting the device of the above stamp. 
,He stated that it had no reference to Sir 
Bartle Frere's heraldic bearings, but was in 
fact the trade mark of the East India Com- 
pany. He suggested that the entire stamp 
might be no more than a trade-mark itself, 
afl&xed to goods sent over the company's 
routes, or at most a tax or luggage label. 
In support of his statement he forwarded us 
a perfect copy of the device and copies of 
similar devices adopted by East Indian mer- 
chants, which he has prepared for them and 
places on goods supplied to them. We for- 
warded this correspondent's letter to the 
gentleman who had sent us the sole specimen 
known "of the Scinde stamp, and append bis 

reply. 

To Oie Mihr of^Tnvi Stamp-Colli'ctor's Magazine.' 

Sir,— Your letter has been forwarded to me here. I 
can only aaj, if it turns out to be as vour correspondent 
suggests, I have been as, much deceived as any one. I had 
the stamp from a lady, who obtained it direct from Sir 
Bartle Frere's family, and this was conclusive to me. The 
mark, No. 1 (in the letter returned) is exceediDgly like 
what the stamp would be if perfect, but as your con-e- 
spondent says it was issued by the company, why should 
tney not have had the same device on an early attempt 
at a postage stamp brought out in a remote province, 
under an energetic commissioner ? * Dauk * signifies (rati' 
sit. There is a postage dauk, or you may travel by dauk ; 
but I doubt the company's having prepaid labels for goods 
before they had postage. These things came on by slow 
degrees, and we have not arrived at prepaid luggage labels, 
even in England, yet. The word * dauk ' does away with 
his idea of a tax label ; and the stamp, if a trade label, 
would not have a price put to it. 

However, I will make inquiries on the subject, and let 

you know the result. 

Youi*s trulv, 

'J. p: 

Since receipt of this letter we have re- 
ceived confirmation of the fact, that the 
device in question was the trade- mark of 
the company, from ^ another correspondent 
(G. B., London), who writes as follows : 

* Your engraving, as j^ou know, was imperfect. It should 
have been thus : the heart divided saltire ttnse, the letters 
V. E. I. c. in the top, left, right, and bottom divisions 
respectively. Tour ornament at the top is incon-cct also. 
It should be a figure 4. The cross-bar is generally very 
long. The meaning of this figure I do not knoM'. The 
letters stand for United East India Company, and the 
whole design is merely their trade mark. It occui-s very 
frequently on their coins.* 

Next month we hope to be in possession 
of further information concerning this pe- 
culiar stamp. 



REVIEWS OP POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Les Tlmhres-poste. Catalogtie MeJliodiqne et 
descriptif de tous les tlrnhres-poste conmi$. 
Premiere partie; timbres-poste pioprc^ 
merit diU. Paris and Strashurg: V^* 
Berger-Leveault & FiLS. 

It is now three years since M. Oscar 
Berger-Levrault published his Catalogue of 
Postage Stamps, written in German. It 
was a very comprehensive and accurate com- 
pilation, and met with much success on the 
continent, but in this country the language 
in which it was printed precluded any but 
the most limited oiroulation. The dnthor 
has now brought out a French edition of his 
catalogue, which will be hailed by all phir 
latelists a» a valuable addition to their atook 
of stamp literature. We speak of the work 
as a new edition, but, in fact, it has been 'en- 
tirely re* written, and the information. coia- 
pleted up to the present time. Its sise is 
more than double that of its predecessor* 
The same plan of arrangement is adopted as 
in the last, the description being assisted by 
small diagrams. Indeed, so full and 4aUiled 
is the information given respecliing eaoh 
stamp, that, but for the system of abbre- 
viations and diagrams employed, the boqk 
would have swelled to an inordinate .size. 
As an instance of this, system, let ua take, at 
random, the deacription of the South Aus- 
tralian Id. stamp, and. its congeners. 

' 1 /o-wtw, 1855. Nom (Scmth Australia) y 
iete de lareitie Victoria a jy., en [circle] — C — 
FVB, ( FU : «toiZe>.—Ti>.— [square]/ 

This occupies two lines in the book. Now 
let us translate this into ordinary language, 
by the aid of the explanation given at the 
commencement* — 'Ist January, 1855. Nam© 
(South Australia), head of Queen Victoria to 
left in circle, printed in colour on white 
laid paper, watermarked with a stai*.. Taille^ 
dotice (that is, wigx'aved iu intaglio on copper 
or steel) : rectangular.' In the original de- 
scription, diagrams appear in place of the 
wonte we have put between brackets. We 
might give others still more lengthy, but 
this will suffice to show the manner in which 
the work is done. 

Grreat care has been taken to verify every 
defca^il of pamper, waierinark, and perforation. 
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Referring again to the table of abbi*eTiation« 
(of which there are forty-seven), we gain 
some idea of the patient care necessary to 
the compilation of snch a work as this. 
Fourteen different kinds of paper are dis- 
tinguished, and eleven kinds of perforation, 
besides other particulars relative to the style 
of engraving, &c. 

The catalogue itself includes descriptions 
of reprints and tlrages defantaisie, which will 
prove of great assistance. Amongst the 
latter, the 2, 3, and 15 soldi, Yenetia, 1861, 
are comprised, doubtless for good reas:m. 
Proofs, essays, et hoc genus omne, are to be 
treated of in a separate work, which we 
doubt not will be as valuable in its way as 
the one before us. 

The countries are arranged in chrono- 
logical order, as in the last edition, and 
local stamps are included, but not the 
emissions of railway companies, as M. 
Levrault considers that,bejng never employed 
to prepay letters, but only to frank parcels of 
newspapers, they are not entitled to be con- 
sidered postage stamps. He also omits the 
circular delivery stamps of this country, and 
the German field-post envelope stamps. 
The latter, he opines, are not, properly 
speaking, marks of prepayment. The en- 
velopes were printed solely as a means of 
furnishing the postal administrations with in- 
dispensable details, and the hand stamps 
merely gave a guarantee of the origin of the 
letter. These particulars are furnished, with 
others, in an interesting preface; beside 
which the author devotes a couple of pages 
to some useful hints to young collectors, on 
the arrangement of their collections, which 
we have translated for the benefit of our 
readers in another part of the present num« 
ber. 

With respect to the general accuracy of 
the work, it is only necessary to say that 
the proofs have been carefully revised by 
the most studious of French philatelists. Dr. 
Magnus, and by the best-informed of English 
amateurs, to whose collection we have often re- 
fen-ed, and whose researches have frequently 
enriched these pages. We can therefore 
earnestly recommend this work to our 
readers, as the best and latest fruit of the 
scientific study of stamps. 



POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

A- FOND FATHER wisfaes to icDow whethei* bis son, by 
obtaiiitDg tho cotuuMind of a mail boat, bas beim&e a pott 
captain. — Fun. 

ThB * 5UGAZIN FUB BBlPJ^'MJkBKFN-SAMMl.FB.'— -This 

w«n-cood<icted Oeriuan iiiagfuine, after ao tixistesoe of 
four years, baa ceased to be published. 

Hanov£u.— Aocordiog to /« Timbre- Pante^ tbe Prusr 
aians have delivered to the flames the remainder of the 
old Hanoverian stamps and envelopes. 

Cheap Gaucbo Stampa.-^A ooiTespcsident at Bwmos 
Ayreswiitesas follows. — *As to Gaueho staoips, I must 
tell you that I know a young man who has offered to me 
about lOO sets or inore» ii I ^ould wbk at 6d. each 
stamp. He plainly stated that they were fao-similes, 
and showed me also the plates he had made here.' These 
al*e the * native ' forgeries to which we recently referred. 

Tujs New * JIomixion. '-^By the Queea'sproolamatioot 
lately issued, the Act of Parliament for the confederation 
of the provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, and Kew Bruns- 
wick takes effect, the oonfederation oommencing on the 
first ult. We understand it is intended t« issue new 
stamps for the entire dominion, as soon as the oenjtrai post 
office is in working order and the stamps can be got 
ready,— probiibly during the ensuing autumn* 

A CHEMICAL VABiEiY. — The otliiT day an English 
merchant offei*ed us a very great rarity, a dark-btown 
penny New Zealand. The shude was identical with that 
of some of the sixpences, and he attempted to make us 
believe it was an erreur d'impreei^ion ; for this he de- 
manded the tiifling sum of twenty-five shillings.- A 
chemist, a friend of ours, informed us, however, that the 
current penny can be changed to that shade by plunging 
the stamp for a second into hydro-suiphate of ammooia. 
As a proof of what he stated, he forwarded us a copy 
chjinged by that method to a good firm brown. — ^Notice to 
collectors of varieties ! — L« Timb/^e-FcKfe, 

The Basle Stamp — Reprints appear to be the order 
of the day. No sooner is the Bergedorf out than the 
Basle follows ; but this last reprint differs widely from its 
original, not, of course, in design, but in colour. The 
ground is green instead of blue, and the frame- work a 
origkt orange-red instead of carmine; comparison with 
the genuine stamp will therefore not be required to 
detect these impostoi's. The failure to reproduoe the 
true colours necessitated the suppression, on the part of 
the vendors, of the &ct that the stamps they odBfer^ were 
reprints, and accordingly specimens were sent to atleast 
one of our correspondents m this country, by a French 
dealen, with the statement that they w^[« a very raie 
variety actually in use for a few days before the well- 
known cannine and blue stamp became ounrent. This is 
entirely untrue. These incorrect reprints are now being 
sold in Paris as reprints, in dieets of forty, at jB4 the 
sheet, or separately at five francs a^piece. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE * PERMANENT ALBUM' QUESTION. 

To the Editor o/*The Stamp-Collectob's Magazine.' 
Dear Sir,— In furtherance of the idea which I 
broached a few months since, allow me to add a few 
remarks suggested by the subsequent coiTespondence on 
the subject. Firat : Mr. Stourton says that the present 
edition of Lallier is just what we want. With his per- 
mission I will take the liberty of putting a few questions 
to prove he is mistaken. Where do you place your Servian 
stamps } San Salvador ? the new issue French ? the 
English issued last month ? &c., &c. Is it not necessary 
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for the acoominodatioii of these to have another album ? 
A^in : he says, M. Lallier is going to bring out pages to 
stick in the book. Where are these to go ? Take Bel- 
^um : another issue has oome out since the album was 
published, and this additional sheet roust be stuck in 
Detween the leading and description, and the page con- 
taining the stamps they describe. In about two or three 
years another issue may appear, and-^wonie muddle — 
another supplementary page will be required. If, on the 
other hand, these pages are not to be stuck in, but bound 
up separately, till a sufficient number are published, they 
will giet dirty or lost. And again, what is more annoy- 
ing to a collector than to have two volumes for stamps r 

The new ulbum should have ruled spaces according to 
the old style, because such an arrangement helps to indi- 
cate a collector's wants, and if the spaces be made nicely, 
so that the stamps fit exactly, wiiut looks better than a 
double margin round every stamp } The new album I 
think should be printed in black ink on faintly coloured 
paper, viz., very light bluH, yellow, green, and lilac, and 
should contain descriptions of the country, and useful 
information, coinage, arms, &o., with photographs. All 
the deacripttous of stamps should be placed in the squares, 
and an engraving in the first square of every row. 

I remain, sir, yours very truly. 

Worthing, IOTA feUBS'ORIPT. 

Mil I 

To th» Editor of < The Stamp-Colleotor's Maoazike.' 

Sib, — Having particularly noticed the correspondence 
about a nermanent stamp al(>um in the last two numbers 
of The otamp'Coileetot^n MagoTine^ I beg to be allowed to 
say a few words on the subject: — Instead of entering into 
the argument about the respeotivu merits of Lallier* s, 
Moens', Oppen'i, or StaiFord smith's albums, I wouldsug* 
^est that the compiled or reviser of each of these ought to 
issue a supplementary volume uniform in size, binding, 
&c., with those already published. The new volume 
should contain nothing but the nami9 of all countries 
using stamps at the present time. I would exclude all 
countries whose stamps are obsolete, such as Komagna, 
Hanover, ftc, as there are spaces allowed for them in the 
albums already issued. There should be no catalogue or 
list, but a certain number of pages devoted entirely.to the 
new issues after the first album was full. Such a supple- 
mentary volume €U3 this would serve stamp collectors a 
number of years, and the onl}* inconvenience about the 
thing would be the having two volumes of stamps instead 
of one. 

My reasons for advocating this are simply these :-^A 
collector, possessing any of the albums already published, 
dislikes the idea of dismounting the stamps, and dii^card- 
ing the book he has for a newer edition, or a new album, 
which, after a few months, he finds Kttle better than the 
one thrown away. Besides, it is no trifling matter to 
change, perhaps, fifteen or eighteen hundred stamps from 
an old album to a new one. Such a work as I advocate 
■would, I believe, meet the wii*hes oi a ^reat number of 
collectors, and if you give publicity to tins in your maga- 
zine, it may perhaps induce sojne abler writers than I am 
to give UB their ideas on the subject. 

I wiote you in November last about a supplemont to 
Oppen's album, and though In danicer of repetition I have 
ventured to address you again. I do not see how any 
satisfactory permanent album can be formed in one volume. 
Some countries now issuing stamps may cease to do so in 
a few years, and a number of pages devoted to them 
would oe useless. Countries which issue no stamps now 
may do so shortly, and there would be no place for them 
in the permanent album. Changes in the political world 



nay occur, for which the compiler of a permanent stamp 
album has made no provision, and, in fact, if such a thing 
is attempted I do not hesitate to say that in a few years 
it will be quite inadei)uate to meet the wants of collectors. 
I see no way« except to publish supplementary volumes 
when required, and allow all colK-ctors to arrange the 
new is>ues in them as they think best- 

I am, sir, yours truly, 

WILLaU VIPOND. 
Nether Hearth Mine, Cumberiafid. 

THE UNITED STATES STAMPS. 
To the Editor of 'The Stamp-Collrctur's Magazine.' 
Dear Sir, — A couple of points in the article regarding 
the United States stamps, in the April magii'iine, are 
perhaps worth correcting. The pnncipal use of the one 
cent, and afterwards of the two cent stamp, was to pre- 

{my the postage on newspapers, rather than on drop 
etters, though they were in turn considerably used for 
this latter jmrpose. The articile iu (question would give 
the impression that they were exclusively so used, which 
was not the case. The eight adhesives were superseded 
in 1861 by the corresponding values now in use, to pre- 
vent the stamps in the haaida of the rebel postmasters 
being of any value to them. Public notice was given 
before hand, however, that after a certain date the current 
stamps would become obsolete, but that before that time 
the old stamps would be exchanged for the new on appli- 
cation to any postmaster. We do not think that the I860 
envelopes were thus outlawed, though they of course soon 
gave place to the new iesue of lS6i, but upon this point 
we are not certain. We know that the one cent envelope 
and wrapper was never thus treated, however, but when 
the lowest rate of postage (newspapers and drop letters) 
was raised from 1 c. to 2 o. iu lodS, the stock on hand 
was sold to applicants for two-cent wrappers or envelopes; 
the value being completed by the addition of a 1 c. adhe- 
sive to each 1 c. wrapper or envelope. When this stock 
of the old series was thus got rid of, the new 2 o. value 
was supplied. No more of the 1 c. envelopes were 
printed, but they have always been, and to-day are, recog- 
nized at their face value whenever offered. In like man- 
ner the 1 c stamp was never outlawed, and though, from 
1863 up to a recent period, the lowest postage rate was two 
cents, yet the 1 c. stamp, when the proper numbers were 
affixed, was always recognissed, and in many post offices 
has always been kept in stock for the making out of pajr* 
ticular rates of postage, in connection with other stamps, 
which no single stamp ot the existing series would ex- 
aotly cover. Within the past year« however, the postage 
on arop letters, in towns where there is no free delivery, 
has been reduced from 2 c. to 1 c., thus necessitating the 
employment of the 1 e. stamp, which are consequently 
kept m stock by the post offices almost as generally a« 
betbre their nominal suppression in 1863 ; though, as the 
newspaper rate is still 2 c, as well as that for drop letters 
in * free delivery ' towns, comparatively few are employed. 
By examining the postmaster-general's annual account of 
stamps sold, which has been published in the magazine 
for the past few years, you will notice that the number of 
1 c. stamps is given with the rest. 

With the exception of the 1851-60 issue of adhesives^ 
and possibly of the three higher values of the 1860 enve- 
lopes, therefore, none of the United States stamps have 
ever beeu outlawed, but may be lawfully used to-day in 
prepayment of postage, provided that they can first be proo 
cured. With the above exception, it always seems to have 
been the policy of the department, when m aking anew issue, 
to dispose of the old stock on hand as well. As another in- 
stance in addition to those already given, I may mention 
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the 6 c. and 10 «. of ISi?* in use as late as 1856, when 
the stock on hand whs apparently exhausted^ and probably 
curreilt to-day if offered. 

By Act of Congrete, which came into effect June Ist, 
the registration fees of B c. and 20 c. are henceforth to be 
paid in postage stamps affixed to the letter, in addition to 
the regular postage dues, instead of in cash as before. As 
we hare no stamp of the latter value, it is probable that 
one will soon be issued, of which you may very likely 
have information before this is put in type. I mention it 
to warn you against the mistake of terming it a 'regis- 
tration ' stamp, as vou wouM perhaps be likely to do. 
l^hough it is primarily designed to prepay the registration 
fee on valuable letters, it is not to oe exclusively so used, 
but may be employed for any other puq)ose for which a 
20 c. postage stamp may he convenient* just as, on the 
other hand, any of the current stamps or envek)pes, proper 
amounts, may in the future, as now, be used for pre- 
paying the said fee. In a word, no restriction "Whatever 
18 placed upon the adhesives and envelones now current 
(except, of course, tiie large newspaper labels), and any 
rate of postage may be made up indiscriminately from 
any or all of them. I may prepay my Heng Eong letter 
with two 30*8 or thirty 2*'8, with six 10*s or twelve 6*8, 
with sixty I's or four Id's, and so on, for all possible com- 
binations of the twenty stamps now issued by govern- 
ment. There is no * drop-letter stamp,* no * registration 
stamp,* no * inland postage stamp,' with us ; for though 
particular values wnich exactly prepay those rates are 
naturally used almost entirely for those purposes, they 
fitay he employed for any other possible use to which our 
postage stamps can be put, and the calling them by 
special names can only tend to mislead. 

An extract from a letter going the rounds of the press 
over the signature of Alex. W. Randall, postmaster-gen- 
eral, explains the reason why our stampiea envelopes were 
first introduced : — 

* By Act of Congress of August 31, 1852 (sec. 300, postal 
laws and note) stamped envelopes were authorised, it 
having been found that this was the best, if not the only, 
way of preventing frauds, which resulted in the very con- 
siderable reduction of the revenue of the department. The 
same act authorised the poetmaster-general to allow mail- 
able matter placed in stamped envelopes to be canied out 
of the mail. This was intended for the convenience of 
merchants and traders, who often desire to send letters by 
specisd messengers and other persons over regular mail 

routes.' 

By public circular, issued at the beginning of the year, 
the current envelopes were announced to be of the de- 
nominations 0^2, 3, 6, 9, 10, 12, 18, 24, 80, and 40 cents; 
the 1 and 20 being only procurable from offices which 
might accidentally have an old supply of them in stock. 
In view of the fact that the 1 c. rate for droplettere is re* 
vived, it is possible that a new 1 c. envelope may be put 
forth, or the 1860 design re-issued. It is perhaps more 
likely, either that the 20 c. envelope of 1861 will be re- 
issued, or appear with the modified design of the envelopes 
put forth at the close of 1865, for the purpose of pre-pav- 
ing the registration fee before referred to. Though the 
15 c. adhesive has been in use for more than a year, no 
corresponding envelope has yet appeared, and in regard to 
the probability of such an issue, we are unable to learn 
any tning more definite than has been already supnlied by 
the * analogical reasoning * of various editors ana corre- 
spondents. 

Begging your indulgence for this somewhat lengthy 
communication . 

I remain, yours trii^y* 

It. H. B. 

West Sprtpgjieldy Mass , U. S. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

E. Leask, London. — ^Tour stamp is the first issued 
British, and its present value is not more than a penny. 

C. U. W., London.— You will find the new Prussian 
stamp described in another part of the number. — Your 
Gape of Good Hope is an obsolete receipt stamps 

r. W, B., Witham. — We are not surprised at your 
having discovered fresh varieties of newspaper stamps. 
Probably a vast number would reward the patient ex- 
aminer, but the space at our dlspotial will not permit us 
to insert your list, more espeuially as we have no proof 
that those you name are other than duty stamps. 

L. X., Peterborough. — ^Thei-e has never been any doubt 
as to the genuineiieaa of the,lai:ge»|igure 5 c. Argentine 
Confederation, which has been known to collectors for yeara, 
and of which postmarked copies are comparatively com- 
mon. In the fhce of this llbct Col. Espejo's assertion, 
that there was never the sU^teat; diffeieuce in the size of 
the figures or borders of the stamps of the first issue, loses 
all its weight. 

QuHBY, Bristol.— The oblong \ s. gr. Brunswick, green, 
is not obsolete ; when the present stock is exhaust an 
oval^reen one ^yill perhaps be emitted. — A Buenos Ayres 
peso is worth 2id. ; 4 reales is the half of such peso. — ^Tnere 
are two sets of Libciian stampi, one issued in 1860, liie 
other in 1864 ; the colours of each are the same, but the 
first emitted series is printed off in a brighter shade, the 
second series can be easily distinguished by its having an 
external single-line frame. 

A. B. C, Brighton.— Your ptamp is the newly-issued 
Hamburg. 

liRPUBLiCA, Leeds, sends us a copy of the current 
Montevideo 5 c. blue, with the final * s omitted from the 
word * oentecimos * inscribed on the curve of the figure. 
It is undoubtedly a variety worth preserving. — Only the 
5 centavos of the new Peruvian issue has appeared. We 
cannot say whether the old embos$ed stamps are still 
current or not. 

C. W. L., San Francisco. — Thanks for your communi- 
cation, of which, you will see, we have made use in the 
present number. 

Mrs. G., Liverpool. — ^Ygur correction is iust. In the 
paragraph headed India, in last month's * Newly-issued 
or Inedited stamps,' we intended to say, not that tJie 6 
aunas 8 pies stamps *■ now in circulation * ai*e (mly to be 
found with the imprint service on them, but, that speci- 
mens of all the values of the series * now in circulation ' 
are found bearing such impriott 

W. & A. Stjsaxjss, St. Louis, Mo. — The stamp you 
send is a Spanisli one, issued about August last year, and 
described at page 138 of our fourth volume. 

Arthur Worsop, , London.— Thanks for your two 
communications and accompanying Austrian envelopes. 
We were informed that the new Austrian would not be 
issued until 1868, your receipt of postmarked impressions 
from Vienna woula seem to prove the contrary. 

P. D., London, forwards for our inspection a hand 
stamp ustid in Bermuda. It consists of a circle, containing 
the date and the words, Bermuda st. o., paid. We 
think our correspondent is in error in stating that the 
stam^ is for inland postage. The date on the specimen 
sent is the 6th of June last, when the penny and two- 

?enny stamps must have been in use for that purpose, 
'his impression, whatever it may have been before the 
introduction of adhesives, cannot, we think, be more than 
a postmark now. — Our correspondent, on reference to the 
paragraph on India last month, will see that we stated 
that the stamps were for the qfflcial correspondence of 
the department. 
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POSTAGE-STAMP MONEY. 

BY OVERY TAYLOR. . 

Among the coUateral Erdvantages accruing 
from the study of stamps, none is more es-^ 
timable than the knowledge which is acquired 
of th^ monetary denominations of the various 
countries of the globe. Catalogue makers, 
commencing with Moens, have come to the 
assistance of collectors with money tables of 
more or less value, and now M, Berger- 
lievrault presents us with one far exceeding 
its pyeiiecessors in apcuracy. Though not 
entirely devoid of error (as who could expect 
it would be?), it will prove an excellent guide 
to collectors on all questions touching the 
comparative values of the denominations of 
foreign inofney. 

• We purpose now, without presuming to 
any special knowledge of the subject, to lay 
before our readers some few facts and 
speculations in reference principally to thtose 
monetary denominations which are used to 
express the values of postage stamps, taking 
as the basis of our remarks the money table 
before us. 

Very few of the coins of the present day 
show, even in their names, any trace of 
RrODpan or Greek origin. The influence of 
the ancient ' mother of nations,' so marked 
in many other directions,' is nnnoticeable to 
any extent here. The monetary systems of 
the present day are not founded upon hers, 
and the names by which current coins are 
known are nearly all of comparatively recent 
and accidental derivation. From the wreck 
of the old civilisation a new commercial life 
gradually and fortuitous'ly arose, and the 

* circulating medium ' slowly acquired its 
existing shapes, values, and names, almost 
by chance. 

The deterioration in value of the Boman 
denariuSy of which 240 went to the pound 
silver (12 ounces), led to the adoption of a 
new standard. The Cologne pound of silver 
consisted, in the year 1042, of thirty-two 
ounces ; the half of this weight was taken, 
and, under the name of a tnark, became the 
fundamental standard of reference in German 
coinage. The Prussian mark now equals 
14 thalers. No postage -stan-ip of this high 
value is used, but the new Finlnnd bears the 



name. The ^ct^sA worth df th^ Finnish 
stamp iff about one fi'anc (ninepence-half- 
penny), bat (perhaps by a typographical 
error, such as is rare in his book) Berger- 
Lovrault puts ifc at four francs. This is cer- 
tainly a mistake. The mark of Lubeck and 
Hamburg, containing sixteen schilling, is 
worth one shilluag and twopence-halfpenny. 
Here again the name survives, whilst the 
value IS changed, as was also the case with 
the old Scotch mark, which was worth 
only thirteen pence-halfpenny, at a time, too, 
when the English mark wfis equal to as many 
shillingp. 

. The German thaler dates back no farther 
than the fifteenth century. It had its origin 
thus : the Counts of Schlick coined the siU 
yer extracted from their mines at Joachim's 
thai (Joachim's valley) into, ounce pieces, 
wUich received the name of Jo(u^iM84fialer8, 
These coins gained such a reputation ^ that 
they became a kind of pattern, and others of 
the same kind, though made in other places^ 
took the name, only dropping the first part 
of the word for shortness. Dollar is a cor- 
ruption of the word * thaler ' or * daler,' but 
we are not able to trace the cause of its 
adoption on the other sid^ of th^ water* 
The German thaler is named only ofn the old 
Hanoverian stamps, which, for some reason, 
have the value stated in two modes ; at the 
sides the number of silber groschen, in the 
centre the fraction of a thaler; but the 30 
s. gr. Prussian stampis, in fact, equal to a 
thaler, or three shillings. 

The American dollar is takeji from the 
old Spanish piastre, which is also represented 
by the peso. The original piastre coins were, 
we may suggest, so called in consequence of 
their all bearing the inscription 'Pius.' They 
were divided, like the current pesos, into 
eight silver reales. The value of the peso in 
most of the South American States is very 
pearly that of the old piastre — four shillings 
and fourpence. In New Granada, however, 
it is only four shillings; this we have on the 
authority of the English Consul General 
there. M, Berger-Levrault erroneously 
classes the peso of this latter country with 
the others. The Buenos Ayres paper money, 
in which the stamps are reckoned, shows a 
ourious appi'opviation of the names of coins 



130 



THE. eTAMP-COLLECTOB*S MAGAZINE. [Sk*. 1, 1867. 



without a Bimilar- adoption of their vala^s. 
Tho peso Deferred to on the siampB is divided 
into eight reales^ bat is worth only twopence 
xjfp twopenoet-halfpenny. Berger-Lerranlt 
gives the lower yalne^ bat oniheanthorityof 
correspondents in this magazine^ we should 
prefer to fix it at the higher, more especially 
as we have then jnst the equivalents of the 
current Spanish real and its component 
eight onartos. • 

The editor of the FkUaiellst, in the eonrse 
•of a review of the new catalogue, observes : 
' We are not yet satisfied upon the snbjeCt 
fthe Talu&of the peso] with regard to the 
Bnenos Ayres ^^ liberty " set, not nnderstand- 
ing why there flhonld be a green eight real^, 
and a l^e one peso cnrreat at the same time, 
if the former Value be equivalent to the latter.' 
. This is &ti oversight, the green sfcamp alluded 
to is worili onlr/ai0^ reales, or one half of a 
' peso. The only eight reales Biuenos Ayres 
stamp is the pnrpleganebb cf that valn^ but 
vte incline to 'the belief 'that 'tbe'ganehos are 
really essays, and this in part' &om their 
values, which include six and ten reales — odd 
prices not authorised by any" knt^wn' decree. 
We may a4dj en passant, that the actual equi- 
valent of the dollar or peso is called, in 
Buenos Ayres, a patacon, and is worth just 
four shillings and twopence. 

The Corrientes peso mentioned by M. 
"Berger-Levrault is new to us. He gives the 
, value at 82 centimes, and divides it into 8 
reales. In vol. ii, page 86 of The Stamp-CoU 
lector* 8 Magazine^* the value of a Cornentes 
three-reales stamp is stated to be 1 fr. 30 c. 
(one shilling and a.halfpenny). This would 
give about fonrpence to the real, and two shil- 
lings and ninepence to the peso. Which is 
right — M. Moens, to whose article we refer, 
or M. Berger-Levrault ? In another part of 
the money table the value of the Corrientes 
centavo is thus stated': 100 centavos = 1 
peso = 3 fcs. 90 cs. (three shillings and two- 
pence). How came it that there were two 
kinds of pesos in use at the same time in the 
city, one worth eightpence, and the other 
three shillings and twopence ? If the latter 
be taken as correct, and divided into eight, 
the number of reales in a peso, it would give 
— — ■ — - ■ - 

* * The Reception 6f the Corrieatcs stamps in Paris.* 



fourpeiice*tbree*farthing8 to idie real^ or 
rather more than M. Moens stated the value 
to be. 

The mystery of the Mdntevidean centesi- 
mos is - at length expladned in the* money 
table before ns. Up to the year 1864, .100 
such centesimos went to a real^ worth about 
fivepenoe»halQ>enny — a currency peculiar to 
' the Oriental republie, and iidiich was re- 
placed in the above-named year by the 
general method of reckonin^^lOO oentesi- 
moB to the peso, value four sfaillingB aaid fonr- 
pence« The present centesimos are worth 
therefore about a halfpenny ; of the obsc^ete, 
abont twenty v^ent to our penny, as stated 
in an editorial m)te at page 15 of the current 
volume of this magazine. ' 

The old Peruvian peso was divided into 
five pesetas, or ten dineros, vt^hich latter were 
worth about fivepence. In New Gtanafibt 
also the peso is divided into ten pasts, but 
the divisions are, as in the other atates, 
termed ' reales.' The word ^peseta: -is evi- 
dently a ' diminutive of ' peso '' ; dmerb may 
perhaps be traced' to the medieerai:' demior,' 
and so up to the Roman ^ denarius.' The 
iiew. currency, consisting 6i oentavos, has for 
its nikit the' 8a\ which is just equal to oar 
crown. In the possession of this vahie' Pern 
stands alone« 

The word «ol brings back our thoaghta to 
Europe. We venture to enggesi that* it is 
derired, eqnally with tlw Venetian und 
Tuscan soldo^ from the - RcHnon* sdlidusy 
a gold coin' equal in value to otir guinea. 
The eclicbu wad adopted by the Franks under 
the MeroAnngians,. but afterwards the name 
was given to a silver coin, and became in 
time abbreviated into sol, «nd finalty, in 
France, into sou. In Italy it appears as the 
soldo, and has now, we think, been lesusci* 
tated in far distant Peru. The soldo proper 
was that nsed in Tuscany, and of which, 
twenty went to the Tuscan lira; the Venetian 
soldo is, in fact, the exact equivalent of the 
Austrian kreuzer. ^ - ^ 

The decimal system, introduced iato 
France in the year 1796, has spread widely 
through Europe, paving the way for the 
international currency which it is to be hoped 
will soon become an accomplished fact. Up 
to the year 1796 tho Uvre Towmois was cnr- 
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rent in France, ife -was then superseded by 
the franc^ 80 of which equalled 81 lirres. 
The Italian lira is now identical in Yoliae 
with the franc, bat the Tuscan lira was 
worth only eightpenoe^halfpenny. Upon 4ho 
expulsion of the Grand Duke and the ooeu- 
patiou of the territory by the Italians, the 
currency was- changed, tho decimal system 
in vogue in Sardinia being introdnoed/henoe 
the S lire stamp is inscribed Z libb it. 
(Italiana). Thus even the monetary inscrip- 
tion befu*s witness to the altered stato of 
things in Italy. In Switzerland, we learn 
frosn the money table, the frano up to the 
year 1852 was worth fi£teenpence; at that 
date, it was assimilated to the Frencli« 

The unit of the uftodem Greek currency is 
the drachma, which is worth eightpence- 
halfpenny. The old Attic drachma was 
about equal to a French frana The name 
was revived in 1833, when Greece became 
independent ; prior to that^ we presume, the 
Turkish piastre was current. The obolus, 
the denomination of the Ionian stamps, we 
do not find named in die money table* It 
was equal to a halfpenny. 

The piastre ts still the basis of the Turkish 
monetary. 8}^stem< It is not an imitatioa of 
the Spanish coin of the same name, but is an 
independent national silver coin, woirth in 
1 7i53 as muelias three shillings and sixpence 
sterling, but now only a little over twopence. 
Its value is given by M. Berger^'Levrault as 
25 centimes for the whole of the Turkish 
empire, the principalities, and Servia, This 
is partrally incorrect : 109 Turkish and 97| 
JBgjrptian piastres equal the pound sterling ; 
tbe Turkish piastre is therefore woith 
rather less than twopence-farthing, and the 
Egyptian twopence-halfpenny. Of the Ser- 
vian piastre, we believe 125 goto the pound ; 
of the Roumanian^ only ^. 

In M. Levrault's money table we find 
the differences between the various German 
sdiiUdng clearly stated. In Lubeck, Ham- 
burg, and Bergedorf, 16 schilling go to the 
nuirk, which equals one shilling and two- 
pence-halfpenny ; in Schleswig and Holstein 
the mark contains the same number of schil- 
ling, but is only just worth one English 
shilling. In the Meeklenburgs again, 16 
schilling make one shilling English, but 



there the reckoning is not by marks but by 
tbalers, they thereibre eotcnt 48 scdnlling to 
the thaler. The kreaxer (so ctdled be- 
Gouuse of the ovoss (hveua) whiolr the coins 
formerly bore) also differs in value. In 
South Germany sixty go to the fiovin, 
equi^ling twentypence, and in Austria also, 
wo learn, up till 1858 sixty was the com- 
ponent number of a florin wx3Tth<two shillings 
and a penny ; now 100 make a florin worth 
two. shillings. Boughly stated, we may cal- 
culate the Austrian kreuzer at four, and the 
South German at iJxree to thfe penny« 

Glancing finally over the Hst we find only 
three omissions — the obcdus, before men- 
tioued ; the ^ schwar,? a eoin named on 
the Oldenburg \ s. gr. green, fivst insnev for 
information respecting which see voL iii., 
p. 112, o£ The Stamp'GoUeeior^s Magazine; 
and the tael-oent of Shanghai, whieh^equals 
the cauidareen. These omissions^ coupled 
with our own oorreofeions, are very &r ^m 
seriously detracting > :fifom Hie value of the 
money table before us. 

A POST-OFFIOE IN MID-OCEAN. 

A POST-OFFICE far away at sea? Far distant, - 
too, from any of the abodes of civilization ! 

Very few persons, I presume, are aware of 
the existence of such a post-office,* and yet 
it is a fact — a somewhat romantic fact, but 
an actual fact, nevertheless. And, moreover, 
very few navigators pass by it without calling 
to deposit their own letters, and to receive 
any letters they may find left for delivery ; 
for be it known that every shipmaster is 
expected to enact the part of post master p*o 
tein., and letter-carrier in tho bargain, for 
this post-office at sea. 

Between the north, and still unsettled, and 
almost wholly unexplored coast of Australia, 
and the Island of Borneo, lies a pass, perilous 
to navigators, known as Torres Strait. Vessels 
bound from South Australia or Van Dieman's 
Land, to any port in the East Indies, save 
hundreds of miles of distance by venturing 
through this perilous pass, which is by 
consequence much frequented by navigators 
of the eastern seas. 



* On Toatiit^g inquiry at the London General Post-office, 
BO oi^Q seemed to have any knowledge of its existence. 
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The strait, wbicb, though called narrow, 
is some three hundred miles in length, is not 
only studded with innumerable small and 
beautiful islets —some of them inhabited, 
others lone and desolate — but is also choked 
np and rendered intricate b/ numerous sand- 
banks, almost level with the water, amidst 
which it is utterly impossible for any vessel 
to pass in safety unless in broad daylight; 
moreover, the inhabitants of the islands are 
wandering tribes of savage Malays and 
Papuan negroes, who, miserable as they are, 
are pirates, in sbme instances cannibals, and, 
in fact, addicted to every savage vice and 
crime. Woe to the unfortunate sailor whose 
vessel has stranded alone upon any of the 
sandbanks, or lias gone ashore on any of the 
islets, of the strait. Cowardly at other times, 
as are all treacherous savages, the natives, 
on these occasions, s\varm on board, and 
massaci*e every living soul, plunder the ship 
of everything that is valuable in their 
estimation^ and then set fire to her, and 
burn her to the water's edge. 

Beyond ,the strait, fifty miles distant from 
any other land, lies a small sandy island 
almost (Restitute of vegetation, on which, at 
i^ome period long gone by, some thoughtful 
navigator established a post-office, his object 
being to make it known to the captains of 
any other vessels who chanced to pass the 
island (which lies in the direct course to 
India) that he had come safely through the 
strait. He left a letter for his owners or 
consignees stating this fact, that they might 
know, sboiild subsequent accident happen to 
his vessel, that he had not met w^ith the 
accident in the dangerous strait ; and another 
for the captain of the first passing vessel, in 
which he expressed his hope that the captain 
Would forward the letter to his owners or 
consignees, by the first opportunity that 
occurred to him. 

From that time forward it has been a 
regular custom for navigators, who have 
passed through the strait, to forward to 
their destination such letters as they may 
find on Post-office Island, and to leave 
letters of their own for the perusal of those 
who may next visit the island. 

Since that day the post-office has been 
put to other uses; x^^ssengers, as well as 



navigators,* have left letters for, and found 
letters from, their friends, and many a 
strange event has been brought about 
through letters found in the post-c^ce of 
Torres Strait. 

As I have said, the island is fifty miles 
from any other land ; a distance too great to 
permit of its being viflited by the natives of 
the islands of the strait in their canoes, and 
consequently the post-office is secure from 
their depredations; while, of course, the 
contents of the letter-box are held sacred by 
all Europeans who visit the island, and are 
invariably forwarded to their destination, if 
directed to that effect, or, otherwise, are left 
in safety until those to whom they may be 
directed shall call for them. 

As A ship sails past the iskind, a fiag ntay 
be descried floating in the air^ in close 
proximity to the only grove of trees that m 
to be . seen. In the heart of this gfove, at 
the distance of about a furlong from the 
shore, stands a small hut, covered and 
rendered waterproof with stout tarpauling ; 
beneat'h the roof of this hut stands a sailor's 
chest, divided into several compartments. 
This chest is the letter-bo)c; the hut, the 
post-office far away at sea, near the entrance 
to Tonnes Strait. — Leisure Hour, [On refer- 
ence to page 70 of our third volume, the 
reader will find an interesting account of an 
ocean post-office of a similar character to 
this one, established on a rock in the Straits 
of Magelhaens, and served by the captains of 
vessels passing through. — Ed.] 

* The last time I visited the spot was, I think, in *47 or 
*4i&. Ships of war do not carrj* re^Bfular passengers : but 
the two daughters of the Governor of Singapore had been 
on a visit to Sydney, with tlioir governess and lady 
Companion, and our captjiin (Vincent King) oftei*ed the 
ladies a pasRage on boai*d the sloop-of-*war, whidi offer 
was gladly accepted. When the ship arrived off Post- 
office Island, thu ladies asked, and were pemiitted, to go 
on shore in the cutter. On that occasion, in the chest 
under the tarpauHng, among numerous other documents, 
was one to tnis eifoct, a letter being with it: — *The 
*' Gilh'^rt Ifcnderson," j?irie*, master, through Torres Strait 
(date mentioned). Passed P. 0> Island, all well, bound 
to Calcutta. Whosoever may eoe this document will 
please report at first port. If bound to Singapore, will 
please convey accompanjing letter.* These were the 
words, as nearly as I caii recollect. We left a notice of 
our visit, and carried the letter to its d^tination, also 
reported the safety of the ship. ^ The ladies were so 
pleased that thcv insisted upon leanng a paper with their 
names, &c., in tlie chest. • • 
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THE AUSTRIAN STAMPS. 

BY PHILATELIST. 

The iasae of a new series of stamps for the 
empire of Austria affords a favourable oppor- 
tunity for a retrospect of its previous emis- 
sions, of which we take advantage on the 
present occasion, and trust that the few 
remarks we have to make will be acceptable 
to our readers. 

The first series was issued on the 1st June, 
1850, and consisted of five values — 1, 2, 3, 
6, and 9 kr. The design was a commendable 
one, and was well executed. The colours 
varied considerably. The 1 kr. appeared in 
orange as well as in yellow, but this we 
think must have been an accidental though 
well-established variation. Of the 9 kr. also 
there is, as appears by Levraulfc's new cata- 
logue, another shade besides the well-know^n 
blue, viz., blue- violet. This series waa printed 
on thick white laid paper, and was reprinted 
in 1866 on thick machine-made paper, easily 
distinguishable from that of the originals, 
as also are the tints from thoir greater bril- 
liancy. 

Tha second series was emitted on the 1st 
November, 1858, and bore the Emperor's 
head in a differently-patterned frame for 
each value. The issue originally consisted 
of the following : — 2 kr. yellow, 3 kr. black, 
5 kr. red, 10 kr. brown, 15 kr. blue. In 
Marob, 1859, the 3 kr. green was emitted, 
and in 1860 the 2 kr. yellow-orange. The 
ehade of the latter is by no means decided. 
We have examined many copies, and found 
great variety of depth of colour. These 
stamps were pierced with fifteen dents. 
•Last year this series also was reprinted and 
the same paper was used, bnt the reprints 
can quickly be recognized, from the fact that 
they have only twelve dents. 

The well-laiown complementary stamps 
belong-to these first two issues. Those, with 
the cross on a white ground to the first issue, 
those on coloured ground to the second, in 
which also are comprised those with a white 
border. 

The issue of .the 15th January, 1861, con- 
sisted of the 2 kr. yellow, 3 kr. green, 5 kr. 
red, 10 kr. brown, 15 kr. blue. The design 
of these stamps was .simple but effective, and 



they have a pleasing appearance togethiBr. 
The arms series, which has gone or is shortly 
going out of use, consisted of the same 
values and colours, but those who recoguize 
difference of. perforation will divide the series 
into two sets, one perforated with fourteen, 
the other with nine-and-a-half dents. 

The first series of envelopes was issued 
with the adhesives of identical design, on the 
15th January, 1861, and consisted of the 
3 kr. green, 5 kr. red, 10 kr. red-brown, 
15 kr. blue, 20 kr. orange, 25 kr. dark- 
brown, 30 kr. lilac, 35 kr. light-brown. 
These two latter values, being found unne- 
cessary, were not repeated in the otherwise 
identical issue of 1863. 

The journal stamps with head of Mercury 
were issued on the ]st January, 1851, in 
pursuance of an order of the minister of 
commerce, dated the 12th September, 1850. 
There were three colours — blue, yellow, and 
rose. The blue paid the.charge on one jour- 
nal, the yellow on ten, the rose on fifty. The 
blue was not superseded until 1858, The 
yellow was suppressed, in 1856, and on the 
21st March of that year a red impression of 
the Mercury was issued in its place. The 
original rose was only in use up to the 9th 
October, 1852, when it was withdrawn,. pro- 
bably because it was found to be of little 
use. The rose is therefore the rarest of all 
four, but the yellow and red are extremely 
scarce. The latter and the rose were 
;reprinted in 1866, but not on the proper 
paper. . Very fine forgeries are produced of 
these, and not long since two of these were 
offered to the writer in company with a 
genuine reprint of the rose. As has been 
often stated, the only true test of doubtful 
specimens is comparison with one of the 
common blue ones. The lines in the blue 
are frequently rather coarser, but this filling 
up of the finer portions of the dies is only 
what might be expected from the constant 
wear to which they were subjected, and 
making allowance for this, the copies of the 
rare colours should agree with the .blue in 
every particular. 

On the 14th October, 1 858, the only cur- 
rent Mercuries — the blue and. the red — 
became obsolete upon the emission of the 
l^luQ rectangular stamp with head of emperor 
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to I6fb. Of this stamp there Hre two sbades. 
It was hi use tmtil the 12th Mafch, 1860, 
when its place was taken by the lilac impres- 
sion of tire satne design. The value of each 
wiiB one kreuzer. On the 15th December, 
1860, this was in turn suppressed, and a 
month afW, the lilac stamp with head to 
rig^t came out, which remained in use until 
t he 15th May, 1868. On that date the ugly 
octagonal design was issued, but its prede- 
cessor is still legal tender for postage. 

The square s&mps with the arms of Aus- 
tria in c^tro are not really postage stamps. 
They pass through the post, but they in fact 
indicate a duty or tax charged on foreign 
papers. They were in use contemporane- 
ously with the orthodox stamps, the first 
— »the 2 kr. gveen — having been issued on the 
1st October, 1850. The brown impression 
of the same value appeared at the end of 
1858, and the red, used only in Lombardo* 
Venetia, in the same year. In 1858 also the 
1 kr. blue and black were emitted : the blue 
doing duty in Austria proper, the black in 
the Italian provinces. The latter has lately 
.become comparatively common in conse* 
<]iuence of the discovery last year of a large 
liumber of unobliterated specimens. The 
4> kr. brown was only in Use from the i?8th 
March to the 23rd November, 1858, and its 
currency was confined to the ehipire excln- 
Kive of Lombardy. For that portion the 
4 kr. red was used during iiie same period. 
Both are rare. The 2 kr. and 4 kr. brown; 
and the 1 kr. blue and blacky have a circle 
as a corner omameut; the 2 to. greeii, a 
llower. 

These stamps are not affixed to the news- 
papers by the public, bat by the postal 
officals, and afterwards oblitei^ated. Unused 
coj^ies of the rarer kinds are from this 
c^use difficult to obtain, and none of the 
scries are quite so common as the bulk of 
the Austrian stamps. They have been for 
S3 long a period received as postage stampi^ 
proper, and as such admitted into collectors' 
albums, that it i» how almost too late to 
question the propriety of their reception. 
At any rate, only be^nners will be much 
troubled on this point, but it is worthy of 
r&mark that these Austrian ' Stamps are of 
jast the same class, and have no greater vidue 



than the - French and KaMan ne^inspaper 
stamps, and hardly so much ^ the English 
which prepay postage iik)ne,> yet veiry few 
amateurs- admit tihese into"tbeir colleetions. 
Presoi'ipttt^ right will hcywever be diainied 
for our Austrian acquaintaDees, and their 
supmor^ of design over that of other news^ 
paper stamps may alsobei: urged in< their 
favour. 

POSTAGE STAMPS IN THE PARIS 

EXHIBITION. 

OoLLEOTOGS who have visited the Paris exhi- 
bition cannot have failed to remark the 
display of postage des^s made in vwnous 
departmeots; Our coloured friends are, 
though not folly, by no means ineffi^ently 
represented in the ^ world's iair of 1Q&7 ; tsad 
to philatelists the stampson view are full of 
interest. All ihe specimeais shown atresia 
first-class condition. Without donbfc great 
care has been used in working them, and 
they consequently manifest most completely 
the beauties of device or colour for whifoh 
they are coi^picuous. 

Dr. Magnus has rendered an aooeptable 
service in publisluiig in Le TimbrophU^i^ full 
and interesting description of thisezrhibitjie9i 
of postage stamps. His aeeount^ which is 
not yet finished^ ham occupied a lar^ portion 
of the. last two mmbers x>f the Parisian 
journal, and is a'WQrtby memorial of the 
exhibition from a philatelic pohst of viePw; 
Though entitled iiStf Tintbtes-PosiB a VEoep^ 
sition ^unwerseUB del867y it treats «lso of the 
oommerdal labels shown by vaiiims en- 
gravers^ tlie indnsion of wh«^ was peirha^ 
necessary to give i^ narrative complete- 
ness. 

The editor of Le TimbnypkUe has kindly 
accorded permission to foreign ^ journals to 
trunfidate Dr. Magnus' articles, and we avail 
ourselves of the permission so &r as- to 
extract from them the principal details given 
respecting postage «taiaips» our i^ce not 
permitting us to reproduce the entire ao^ 
count* 

The stamps^ shown are not all in^ne place. 
Th^ are found scattered in several groups 
at^ in a certain number of classes; appear- 
ing^ for instance, in the first group, dtHBs 5^ 
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Bmxmgike engravings and medals; in tlm 
second group, dasB 6^ among Uie specimfintt 
of printing, and so on. Throngbi tbia sopa* 
ration no donbt-many of the stampe were 
unobsenred by yisitora. . We ourselves were 
surprised, on reading tbe narrative from 
wkich we quote, to find what a number had 
escaped our own notice. ^ ' 

Very courteously Dr. Magnus commences 
bis review of the stamps with those exhi- 
bited in the English section, among which 
De-la-Bue & Co.'s occupy the most pro- 
minent place, though, strangely enough, the 
name of that firm is omitted fix)m the 
official catalogue. The stamps are shown in 
a place very conTeoient for examination. 
They are contained in fire black frames 
which are hinged round a column, and may 
be turned over like the leaves of a book. 
Tke first of these frames contains perforated 
specimens of the Bermuda series, the 5 and 
10 c. of Yanoouver Island, the lately ^emitted 
3d. Ceylon, the new Is. Natal, and the |d. 
Malta, all printed on thin paper, glazed and 
per£oinited. 

The second frame contains small sheets 
of card, each beariogfifleen proof impressions 
of current Belgian stamps, in unusual 
colours, viz. : — 

10 centimes blue^ 

20 „ • carmine. 

30 ,, lilac. 

40 „ . green, 
and BIX sheets of fifty stamps^ of 1 franc, in 
light marcme. These proo&, though not 
in the adopted colours, are very interesting. 
The ^ird frame is devoted to commercial 
stamps; the ionrth contains to tibe left, a 
group of twenty-five stamps, printed in the 
official colours upon card with the greatest 
catie« These twenty*five comprise the set of 
British Honduras ; the 1 a Confederate with 
bead of Colquhoun; the eight Italian stamps 
issued in 1663; the set of Jamaica, except Id. ; 
and the British Columbian 8d. pale-^bhie. On 
the left is a group of equal numb^, prin- 
cipally bill stfionps, but amongst them are the 
once-puzzling Irish petty sessions labels 
and the series of British postage stamps 
exclusive of the Id. and 2d., but inclusive of 
the three new labels, lOd., 2h., and 5s. All 
the stamps of the series are however devoid of 



check numbers in the angles. Proofs are also 
shown of the lOd. in bright-blue, orange, car- 
mine, and bistre, and of the 2s. in marone^ 
gre^i, and blue. Kear this secpnd group are 
the sixpence and shilling rectangular Capo 
stampa in their own ordinary colours,! and a 
number of Indian bill 6tamps,r all showing, 
as Dr. Magnus remarks, that air of. family 
resemblance so noticeable in DerlatRue's 
work. 

The fifth &ame comprises the complete 
series of Hong-Kong, all the current Indian 
adhesives (except the I anna), and also a 
series of telegraph stamps, ranging in value 
from 4i annas to 50 rupees. The latter bear 
the effigy of the Queen twice repeated, and 
the inscription goysrnmint or india, tele- 
GEAPH P£PAKTMGNT. Dr. Maguus's judg- 
ment on these stamps, *whioh may. one day 
become as much desired as their postal 
brethren now are, is, that though pretty 
they are not works of art. Nevertheless,, 
he introduces us at pnce, and with some 
pride, to the author of the d^si^ns,. M. 
Joubert, of London, who exhibits a small, 
frame in the first gallery, contaimng 3peci. 
mens of stamps engraved by him, printed 
in black, and so disposed that only the centre 
of the device is shown, the borders pf the 
stamp being hidden by the surrounding paper. 
His &ame comprises the 12 c. Hong-Kong, 
Id. Jamaica, the latest-issued 4i annas East 
India, and the ^^d.Slri^i^ Columbia. These^ 
we presume, h^ wai^ commissioned to exequ to 
by t^ manufacturersi De-lanBue & Co. H, 
Joubert also shows the porirait.of Haximilian 
without frame, and it would seem from that) 
that the last: aeriea was engraved by him. 

Dr. Magnus concludes his j^otice of the, 
works of De-la-Bue and Joubert with tibe. 
inquiry-T^^Is it not flattering to our national 
amour jaropre to > think that Ghreat Britain 
and tbe majority of the English, possessions 
are indebted to two Frenchmen for most of 
their current postage stamps ? ' 

Before quitting the English section, our 
author notices the exhibition of the ^ and 
10 c ourrent Montevideo, printed in black, by 
the makers, ]^e8srs. M'Clure & Macdonald, 
of Grlasgow; and the absence of Messrs. 
^issen & Parker's timbro-postal produc- 
tion^. 
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■ NEWXT-1SST7ED OE INEmTED 
; • STAMPS. 

IGoMisa eventB cut.tlieir jhadtnts betbie '— 
and Bo do posttige stampa. It is nnnBUill 
BOW &r,dew «miMiMi» io anJu as entirely 
unexpected ^Dtrance into tim 'world. The 
fashion of colleoking being bo widti spread, 
«jid the poBition uf many collectors so 
favourable for tbe acqairemect of special 
intbrmation, it is not surprising that, from 
one Boorce or another, tidiness are received 
of tbe preparation of sew stamps, and even 
details of their designs, somQ considerable 
time before they make ^eir appearance. 
It ia three montlu since ■ intelligence was 
received of tbe tatentioa to issue a nev 
series for £lgypt- The poslia aster-general's 
letter in. our last number, anno unoed. ap- 
proximately tbo time when it would appear, 
and now it is actually before us. 
, EOTPi'. — Tbe. new ieriee, in its design, is 
eignifictrntcfthedecajiofold traditions. The 
* mumeaning arabesque 

5 cle.¥ice8, by which, in 
; <| .deference to tbe pre- 

4 cepts of.the Koran, last 

5 year's ieeue was distin- 
^ guided, ffrs repkcfd 
^ by well-drawn repre- 
'' sentatione.ef .tbemost 

interesting relics of anoient Egypt.. The 
teaching power of stamps is well esemplified 
in this design. : Our 
.young reailere may pro- 
fitably busy themselves 
in gaining a knowledge 
of . the circumstances 
connectad with the erec- 
tion of the famous 
mouuments portrayed, and their subseqitent 
history. The staiups please us very much, 
though unquestionably there is room for im- 
provement in the eicecutiou. We ara much 
pleased to find the spbyox represented as it 
13,. battered and sadly deficient in noee,-and 
.only the bust showing, above grouod. It is 
far more iuterestiug than a perfect sphinx, 
.indefinitely synibolic of anything you please, 
.would have been. 

The foUowiojg extract from a circular notice 
'ssued on the lltb July, signed by the post- 







mabter-genera}, Muzii Bey, 'nrritt^n in 
English, and diroetod to be afEixedat the 
etttranee of all tiie -EgyptiaA peflt-C>16ceB, to- 
gether -nibh a fao-stmik< of tbe ne# labels, 
SBnoiindea the dMe of «i 



H. H. Iho Vicfroy has been gniciDUslj ples«ed to 
SHnrtion the ismie of new dMeriptians of pasliic 
lubsls. Ths respective vatoeof tha oew labels willba 
5,. 10. and 20 pnroiii uid 1 , 2, and 5 piuter*. 

ThKBe label* will b- ijut in circiJalion on tha let ot 
AngD>it next, and vilt be eieloaiTvly R^nptH {mm tha 
litof SRpttmbeKfollawDig. 'fhdr pnxniscuaos use uith 
ttu: prc^nt gas will be fruely Hdnuttcd up to this Utttr 
d.itu, nftiT which, the old postagi^ stanips. ceasiDg lo be 
of un J vkIoc whstemf. ««n be eicbiinged for Ibose of Ibo 
mw luue t% Hm post-«dwa of'tiie nnini, dHiuoetlu 
vfliolc of September and Uctober □t;it. 

The new stamps RiW'pRiited -in «oknir od 
white paper, beoTing a annkeai impression of 
tbe crescent and star on the remrsO. Tbe 
foreign joamals -term this crflscienfc and star 
a watonnaric, but we believe ibto bare been 
Dot made t'ti, tint impressed u» tha paper. 
The colonrs aret — 



10 „ violet. 

20 „ green 

1 piaster vermilioh. 

2 ■ , „ ■ bke. ■ ■ 

5 „ light-broWn. 

In the last Damber of Le GaJkciUmKevr 
an engraving.is given of a type said to have 
been that which had been finally adopted, in 
preference to the design ainee aotaaily 
emitted. It consists' of twosphonxes, baok 
to back, supporting between titam a crescent 
raoon, upon which an eagle is perched, whose 
outstretohed win^ esiend from aide to side, 
their upper liaa being quite str^gfat, and 
formmg', as it were, the inside edge of tfae 
margin. Above the eagle'e b«ad is a star 
with rays, and in the centre of tbe lower 
nuN^n a blank circle; there are no kiscrip- 
tiuns. This type, M. Maury's correspoadent 
stated, had beisn aubmitted to the Viceroy, 
aod approved by Mm. .Besides tJie design 
which we now know to have been . selected, 
awl the-one above describod, a third was 
t^red, reaembling that chosen in having 
the pillar and needle at the sides, but having 
in the centre two pyramids and a lion. 

Cuiti. — We are now in poaaeseion of 
speciioens of one of. the new, values iot this 
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ofyanUiy. ■ The deeiga follows, in its loading 
J featarea, that of the pM- 
I oeding series, but tbe 
1 position of the worda, 
) COLON and chile, ia re- 
-sed, and greater pro. 
lence given to the 
\ latter. The border em- 
1 bellishtnents are in the 
' nsual style of the Ameri- 
can Bank-Note Compain'- The tout msBmble 
is not striking. The bast of the portrait 
is too Bhort for the head, the outuide in- 
BCi'iptioDS are in pettj- charaisters, and 
there is a stiffness abont the entire device. 
FoF tlioae. defwtsj howevery the. engravers 
are not Wameable ; ■ their ord«ra wart^ to pre- 
pare the new type on the mode) of the old, 
and this task tfiey , have performed, in- 
trodaoing only soiofi minor inprovemuita. 
The value above eagrawed is .printed blaiek 
on white paper. A 20 centavos of identical 
design ia shown by the company at the Paris 
exhibition, and doubtless that denomination, 
together with the 5 e. and 10 c, are now 
current. Very probably the 2 c. will super- 
sede the 1 c, which, we were informed some 
time since, was to be withdrawn. The series, 
it is reported, when complete, will comprise 
stamps value- 50 centavos, and 1 piastre 
(or dollar). 

BftAZiL. — The anticipated envelopaa -were 
emitted on the 3rd Julyi Two vahjas only 
exiati — 100 reie green, ■ ■ 
200 i«is black. Both . 
are of one typ«, but 
differ a littlain size, the d 
low^ vaJne being snial. % 
ler, and having also 
the lettering -in more 
extended cbarsicters. 
The design ia simple and, on the whole, 
pteaeing; the esecation is bot mediocre, 
and raises a st^'ong presamptiun in tavonr 
of Messrs. Neabitt &. Co. being the makers. 
Tbe envelopes are also watt^niFirked, after 
the style of tbe United States aeries, with 
tbe words cobkkiO itBAaiLEiRO rnnning 
diagonally across the pap^. The high ad- 
ditional charge made by the post^-ofiice for 
the envelopes will, in the opinion of a corre- 
spondent of oars at Rio, prev^it them &om 



being much used. The profile bead of tbe 
Emperor resembles the portrait on the 200 
reis adhesive, which, it can no longer be 
doubted, is also that of tlie present ruler of 

SnrrzsRLJiND.^ — A short time since we gave 
engraving of a 
nk stamp of G«- 
ra. Since tbwi 
bothers of similar 
iracter and device 
ne been discover- 
one appertaining 
the department of 
blic Instrootion 
1 the other to the 

Consistory of the Kotional Protestant Ohnrch 

of Geneva. The first is printed in black on 

b)ae, the seeood in 

Mack on white paper. 

The legend, Afpairb 

OFFiciELi.E, appears i 

on the left of the/ 

envelope in each. I; 

The first was in nae V 

in 1861, and a modi- 1 

fication of the type 

is now employed. 

The selioBd was cor- 

rent in 1S62. The armorial bearings are 

thiJse of the eanton. Possibly in all the 

cantons similar iVank stamps are nsed by 

the different departments. 

HoBWAT. — A 4 akg. blue of the new type 

(figure at both the lower angles, and ground 

of diagonal linea) has appeared. 



Q0EENSLA1.„. ,_. 

c rent penny and twopence 
*: areprintedonpapfir water- 
^ marked with the words 

C "OnBENStAND POSTAGE STAMPS. 

M The centre word is divided 
? ' ' 5 from the rest bj^ the oma- 

£-.0" r^ -■> .>^ /^ .'■! m en t here represented. 
Hoi.nSD. — Our Belgian' contemporary 
notices the existence in the Paris eshibition 
of a set of stamps for this country. The de- 
sign conB^Bts of the head of king to left in a 
circle enclosed in a square fjfreek-bordered 
frame, inscribed simply nedehland, and the 
valgg. The series consists of six denomina. 
tiojig viz., 5 c, bine, 10 c. red^ 15 c. brown. 
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20 c. gteen, 25 c. violet, and 50 o. lustre. 
The ai^nce of the wotd posrzecFEt., add the 
fact that the set : do^^s not coni|»>ise «> 2 e. 
stamp, militate strongly against the snpposi-i 
tion that ii is for postal employment. 

Aroentinb RepaKLic^-Siiicie the publiea- 
tion of rOnr last nambet^ we have learnt that 
the three new stamps will be ready by the 
end of this month and will bear three sepa- 
rate portraits. The 5 c red will cdiitain 
that of President Rivadavia^ the 10 c. gnren 
and 15 o. blue those of Generals Belgrano 
and San Martino respectively. The two 
latter are, in the words of bur oorrespond- 
ont, * twa of the great heroes of the " Inde- 
pencia Argentina," who deserve to have 
their names passed to posterity.' 

Tho same conrespondei^t (who desires to 
be known as * Pcwfteno*)' obligingly forwards 
for om* inspeetion a ^rofon imprei^sion eP the 
carrent 5 c, Argewthie, respecting which he 
says, *" A sheet of these stiimps was sent up 
to Corrientes by mistake and nsed for post- 
age there, withoat any notice being taken of 
the difference in colour* Only three stamps 
are known to exist j one, the enclosed ; 
another in the possession of a friend at the 
po8t*office; and a third, sold by thai friend 
to a Gorman, who sent it to the latb^laiad.' 
The specimen sent is of a nnifornK and strong 
shade of brown, and is cancelled with pen- 
drawn lilies^ it is also properly watermarked 
and dentilated. ' > 

Borteno also sende a set of Uie ndicnIbtES 
essays described at page 57 of thie year's 
magazilic, and informs us that, as we had 
supposed, they were never submitted to the 
post-offioe. 

The essays to which we referred last 
month turn out to have been actually offered 
to the authorities in 1802, when the emission 
of a new series was first resotved on. The 
designs are respectable* 'They all bear in 
the centre the cap of liberty supported by 
closped hands, in a wreathed oval, having the 
sun at the top ; abo?e, the inscription, REPtrB- 
LtCA abqeh TINA, value' below. In the 5 aad 
15 c. this inscription is contained in a broad 
oval frame V ill the 10 e.> the name forms a,n 
areh, the value appears m a marginal label, 
and the numerial is given ii» circles^ at ihe 
upper angles,- AU4'he stamps «rereotanga- 



lar, printed itJ edeoF on^wl^iie,.' and pet'* 
forated. The engraver's -stock Ims ap* 
parently just^eome to light, a large'<niunber 
of sets havings beeU' .eent over ;heare> for* 
sale. *" '•' .- .:'•''■• 

MBXroo.-'^We have information firom'Seoi 
Francisco, 'that the circalar provisiemil 
siiamps^ inscribed ouADALAJARHi, aregenuiiie; 
that they were first receiTed perforated 
square ; and that in the latest artivals the 
perfonubions folkyw the line of. the circle, as 
if struck by a pimoliu 

-United States. — An American contem- 
porary reports the probable emission of a 
28 c. stamp for * package postage ' (?). 

.We have received from San Fuanoiseo 
copies of ihe well-known Wella^ "EBOfgo, & 
C(K newspaper stamps, with roitdette; den- 
tilatlons^ and alae the stamp of eaother 
Califomian company, placed upon'one c^the 
old 3 c. rose U. S. envelopes. The impression 
is blacky and consists of an obleong disk con- 
taining the inscription, paid, Ti&tmATf <fe <X).'^ ' 
EXPBtss, in <n*namental letters. Beneath the 
disk is the company's address, mbscsant's 

EICHAKOB BUILDINGS, ^ATTERT STREET, O^HDSIXB 

THB'POST-OTFiOBy-'in smsM roman type. 

Grea^ BRiT]»N<-^Wo have to>xiotea'change 
in the watermark* of the -shilHng stamp; <iiie 
small Conner flowers .aaie sof^rseded -by^ the 
new rose wateianark ^ound in the * tenpenee 
and twa shilling. : • 

PxsfTw'-^A' correapondeni- at Areqiispa;'in<^ 
forms a.s that the anticipated hi^er vflftaes 
of tbe 3iew' type have not yet- 'been- itemed. 
They are nmoh wanted, bnt threagh tlte dts- 
turbed staie of thecomntry their ^emission is 
postponed. ^ . . r' 

BoiiITiA.-**-The current number ''.of < Xe 
Timbre^Poeie contains a brief Btaisment.* of 
the emission c^ad cental^os green ferr this 
country. ^ < . •■:'.- 

. Sass lNi>iA. — ^We received by the iaat 
Indiaai. nMbil .le^eetmens of the half-anna ^en*- 
velope stamp, impressed on the back of a 
shitejb ef /thin. Itotepaiper. «Thia sheei^haa'an 
adhesive flap on one edge, and the paper can 
be easily sp folded as to be seGut*ed by the 
fiap^ the stamp then showing at the back, 
on the right-hand upper cornw, leaving 
suffiicient space for the address. We do not 
know how long these sheets have been in 
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nse ; we had 1106 ouvselyea seen any mention 
of iiiem prior to their arrival. 

German Cities and States*— We dose 
onr chronicle this month with the tmweloome 
information, that the issnes of the free cities 
— ^Hamburg, Labedk,Bergedorf,Sbnd Bremen, 
and those of Oldenburg, Brunswick, and 
Mecklenbnrg^Schwerin-^are doomed to ex- 
tinotion at the end of the present year, when 
Pmssian stamps will take their place. The 
source whence oar intelltgenoe was received 
leaves no doubt as to its correctness* 

REVIEWS OF POSTAL PtJBLICATIONS, 

Les TimbreS'Poite, Catalogue MModiquo et 
descriptif de torn hs Umhres-poite connua. 
Premiere jpartie, timbres^poste propre" 
fnent diU. Paris and Strasburg: V*'- 

BEBGBR^LnVBAtrLT & FlLS. 

[second noticb.*] 
At length the iong^promised catalogue of 
M. Osoar Berger-^Levranlt has made its 
appearance, and we hate before ns the first 
portion of hia work, oompFimng Postage 
Stamps, strictiyao.called. We are promiaed 
shortly the second and condnding party 
which will treat of essays and proposed 
stamps, and give someaceonnt of forgeries^ 

Wo scarcely think that even totfae British 
ooUeotor. the language -of this- work is any 
objection; for French is the language of 
exact defipition andaconraoy^^^the common 
io/agtke of the plrilatelist all over Europe. 
In it all the mi>re interesting facts relating 
t& his ^vourite pursail are dbrosneled : and, 
in these days of education, we are tempted 
to hail any work which tends to place the 
British on a par with his 'continental fellow- 
w^orkerv and to establish aoonmion medium 
for interchange of ideas and knowledge 
among the stamp-loving community^ irre^ 
spective of the bonndanes of empires and 
kingdoms, and limited only by the followers 
of the acience itself. 

Be that as it may, but one opinion can be 

* [We- have Jbeen favoured hj an eminexit English 
collector with the following critical analysis of Berg^r- 
Levnnilt's new eatalogae, whioh we havo pleasure m 
iaaerting, as^ though it goee a second time over some 
points of which we ourselves treated last month, it, on the 
other hand, Bupplies many piirtictilsra which we were 
unable to incluae in our own roview of tho work. — ^Sd.] 



formed of this work. Those who knew the 
GernMwi catalogue compiled by H. Bcsrger- 
Leyraulti know also the patient care and 
assiduity whieb he brings to bear on the 
subject; but even they wiU.be astoniahed to 
find, on examination of the work now under 
review, what research and exaotneea, what 
perfection of minute detail, and what clear- 
ness of description, hare been bestowed by 
our author on its production. 

Not only is M. Berger^Levrrault eminent 
as a writer and compiler, but as a collector 
himself of great discrimination, and pos« 
sossiug a fine and yalaable collection (joined 
to the advantages which his position aa 
piinter and publisher give. in enabling him 
to judge of the style and mode of printing 
adopted in each particular case), he has 
facilities for ample exactitude such as few 
can boast; and we notice from his preface 
that he has availed himself of all possible 
access to the great continental collections. 
The proof-sheets, moreover, have been revised 
in Frsnce by J)r, Magnus, and in this 
country by a gentleman whose experience 
and coUeetiem are^ both^ &S. long standings 
and to whom onr readers have been indebted 
for some articles, whicls on the subjects they 
treaty, are the recognissed anthorities, both 
here and abroad. 

Fully justified, therefore, was the autbor'A 
modestly-wprded hope that his work will be 
favourably received. It is indeed the stan** 
dard, the <mly catalogpoe; uad all wbo 
desire^ to see in what position the «<»ence 
now is, and bow far the best and most 
recent researches have gone, ean alone 
obtain that information from our author's 
pages. 

It is time, however, we gave some ac- 
oeont. of the work jtself. In arrangement, 
the geogniphioal method is adopted — £!urope^ 
Africa^ Asia, Ooeanicaj and America (North 
and Scmth). The countries in each division 
qf the globe are placed, not as in M. Moens' 
work, alphabetically, but locally, as far as 
can be; and so as to bring stamps of 
cogmute origin as inuch as possible together. 

In last month's Stamp- Collector' 8 Magazine 
a translatie^ is given of a short prehminary 
paper, explaining our anth(»r's views of the 
method of arranging a collection, of mounting 
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stamps, and giving yarioiis hints as the 
result of his experience. 

We are strongly inclined to go farther 
than he, and to say that it is a sine qud turn 
that each stamp should he accessihle on both 
tedes, so that "v^atermark, paper, gam, and 
dentelation may be seen ; and that this can 
only be accomplished by bringing the stamp 
to its monnt with thin tissue paper. Next, 
that each stamp when mounted must be 
moveable on the page without destroying the 
latter. And lastly, and chiefly, that the 
pages be so bound or fastened in the volume 
as to admit of being taken oat, replaced, and 
changed in position, or interpolations made, 
without damage. A moveable binding by 
crotchets is the b^st plan with which we are 
acquainted ; and this method is adopted in all 
large collections. 

The first, and most important page of the 
work is the list of abbreviations employed. 
These are of necessity numerous, but are 
plain, and not open to objection en the score 
of confusion. The various modes of denfcelure 
are well defined by engraved specimens of 
each kind ; aniong which we, however, object 
to the perce serpentin of the first type ; the 
engraving whereof should, we take it, re- 
present the style of • separation used for the 
Tammerfors and new Finland Stamps ; but 
by some error a more elaborate dentelure is 
indicated < 'The distinctions as to shape, 
colour, mode of printing, and paper used, 
are exceedingly neatly done. . 

We will now see in what manner they are 
used in the work. First of all, ihe stamps 
of the country in general use are taken in 
the ordei' off etnisston, the dates being given 
with great care, and when possible chfecked 
by official doculafents; where doubtful, a 
tnark of interrogation is put after that 
suggested ; and where altogether unknown, 
a simple query< Then, in italics, is a short 
description of the issue — sufficient to identify 
it only, and not elaborated, like those pain- 
fully-confusing descriptions of the English 
essays in Mount Brown. We concur in 
thinking these a mistake. The object of a 
catalogue is, as its name implies, to present 
a list, and not a scientific analysis, de- 
scribing every point. It is enough if every 
variety appears, and is so mentioned as to 



identify it. > Alton the description of the 
device, comes the coionr ; whether on white 
or coloured paper ; in relief or not. Then 
the sort of paper nsed— plain or laid, &c. ; 
the method of printing adopted — whether 
type-printed, wood-engraved, &c. ; the shape 
of the stamp; the dentelure; aud finally, if 
the latter be perforation, the number of per- 
forations in a standard unit of measurement. 
After all this, on a Beparate line, comes the 
series as issued^ - beginning at the lowest 
value, and progressing upwards. Then, in 
small type, notes of any matter specially 
worthy of remark ; these, we may add, are 
numerous throughout the book ; and many 
are most vaiuaUe and interesting* 
. This disposes' of the stamps. Then, if 
any local stamps are used by government 
authority^ they next find place, and are dealt 
with in tiie same manner. Envelopes suc- 
ceed similarly in their torn — general and 
local. And finally, where private nnder- 
takings by state authority exist, these com- 
plete the whole. As sm example of the 
latter, we nm^r mention the Biussian Levant 
Trading and Navigation Company, the stamps 
of whid) terminate Rnssia,.and precede those 
of Finland* Be-isaue% Teprints (where 
made by the authoarities), and aU aocredited 
varieti are «paratelj 'ioticed .«.d«r each 
appropriate f sub-divisKm 3 aaid ihc Frencb 
equivalent for the monetary value is given in 
a final foot-note. > 

. As a proof of the wonderful pains b&» 
^owed, we may mtmtion that we happen to 
know that the proof-sheets were revised and 
all but complete to be worked oflP, when, it 
appearing desiraiiDlei to specify^ the varieities 
and kinds of dentelure, a fresh set of con- 
tractions was used, every stamp gone oy«r 
again, the result noted, and added to the 
existing descriptions : the amount of labour 
thus entailed was something almost passing 
belief. 

In some few cases, notably Switeerland, 
counterfeits are noticed. This was really 
necessary here, to show the differences be- 
tween the true and the false stamps. No 
one, who has this book to refer to, need be 
deceived on this very deceptive subject; 
for, by the aid of a small engraving, or clear 
descriptions, the most inexperienced can, by 
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a little attentioiiy form an almost infallibly 
correct opinion concerning any specimen on 
referring to this book. 

The necessary limits of our space preclude 
us from saying much more. We ought to 
call attention to the Local American stamps, 
where an attempt has been maile to classify 
them according to localities, and to point 
out those which are undoubtedly authentic 
from the doubtful and the known bogus 
varieties. Here, we suspect, lies much 
room for emendation ; for in this, the first 
time the experiment has been tried, errors 
must naturally creep io, and, besides, our 
information of these stamps is but meagre 
at best. We commend the note on them 
(page 100), as well worthy attentive perusal. 
M. Berger-Levrault has, we think, been too 
liberal in accrediting some of these staaaoips. 
Probably, time will help us to better know- 
ledge of this almost unexplored region. 
We renitember to have. once revised a large 
parcel of them with M. Herpin, and very 
curious discove];'ies resulted, the ^its of 
which, we regi'et, he never gave to the 
worldi- 

M. Mahe, in a short notice^ points out 
several slight omissions in the catalogue, 
e. (jf., the pair of *post>.offi€e' Mauritius and 
soxue, others. These are matters really of 
no moment: absolute perfection cannot be 
expected, least of all in a catalogue; and 
this is as nearly perfect as can be reasonably 
expeotedi Still, for notice of any errors 
detected or omissions discovered, our author 
will be thankful. 

The list is brought down to June, 1867 ; 
and includes the recent issue of Heligoland. 

In conclusion, we must say a word for 
the typography and paper, both of which 
are peculiarly excellent. 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

Buenos Atrbs.— The jlast series of stamps for this 
etate (head of Liberty) began t« circulate before the law 
authorising their emission waa passed, the supply of the 
first series being exhausted. 

Privatb Cancellation of Stami»s.— It is custotnary 
in India for correspondents to write the word *plamp<;d,' 
or to draw lines across unused postage stamps, after 
affixing them to the letters, in order to prevent the 
native servants fi*om removing them whilst carrying 
the letters to the post. 



Ix THE QuFiEN*8 BFB6CH of the 2Ut ult. the following 
passage occurs : — ' I have concluded a postal conventioji 
with the United States of America, whereby the rate o^ 
postage between the txro countries will be diminished by 
one half, and further arrangements are in proj$re»s for in- 
creasing the intercourse between this country and the con- 
tinent of North America.* 

The &V&PICI0U8 Langtoot & Co. Stamts;— These 
stamps, purporting to prepay postage from San X^'rancisco 
to Mexico, turn out to be, as has been conjectur.'d, 
nothing but fabrications. A trustworthy correspondent in 
the above city states tiiat ^Langtou & Oo. never carried a 
letter south of JVIarysville, a town about 175 miles north 
of San Francisco.' 

Hard Lines fob the Postman — Travellers by 
steamer up the Kiver Ottawa (says the Qu^ee ChronicU) 
will have observed on the north shore of the Lake of Two 
Mountains a small village, situate on a cliff, showing a 
face to the lake of bright yidlowjBand, and they have been 
told that they see an Indian village. The community 
here resident have just petitioned for the establish- 
ment among them of a post-btfice. The memori&l has 
the signatures of Inroquois and Algonctuin chiefs-^ 
Saoati3*kurai-iarakoen-kane^atak6, Jakomiftakie, L. Sa- 
texasenoten, Sosekatsien, Haienton, B. Kekatewaje, and 
others. It is proposed to give the village the name of Oka. 

The United States JbLBTujtMKZvLBTTEB Envelopes. 
^^•The United States post ofiice has lately undertaken to 
return undelivered letters, free of cost, to the writers, and 
for this purpose has had Envelopes prepared, inscribed on 
^e right, posT-ojfiCB dbpabtmemt, bbtitun-letteu 
OFPice, pjelee. On the left, the following * Notice to the 
Postmaster' is printed across the envelope: — 

* The enclosed letter is sent to the writer free op 
posTACkE, under an Act of Congrees, app7o?ed June 12, 
1S66. The date of receipt at the nost-office must be 
marked on the letter. If not delivereu within one month. 
the reason for non-deliveiy mast be endorsed on it, ana 
it must be returned to the dead-letter office, poetmai'ked 
on tlie sealed side.. It should not be advertised/ 

Thr American Post Office.— During the last ses- 
sion of the thirtj-ninth Congress an act was adopted de- 
priving the Prestdeat of the power ef &ial removal from 
office without the consent of the Senate. Some timesinco 
the postmaster at Greenburg, Indiana, was detected in 
the work of defrauding the Government. The President 
removed the thievish official, and, when the Senate as- 
sembled this month, sent in a nomination to the vacant 
place. The Senate refused to confirm the nomination. 
The effect is to reinstate the old postmaster. The Post- 
master-General has therefore written to this person, 
saying, * You are respectfully requested, aa a favour to 
this department, to use as little of the money of the 
Government, and make as few false entries hs possible.' — 
Slattaard. 

A Dog's Fidelity.— A gentleman belonging to tlie 
staff at the lloyal Victoria hospital, at Netley, took a 
long walk iu the neighbourhood of Southampton last 
week, accompanied by his dog, a fine Ncwfoimdlander. 
In the evening he missed some letters from his coat 
pocket, and his dog. The absence of the dog did not sur- 

5 rise him, as it often wandered froni him in his walks, 
he next day the gentleman felt annoyed and puzzled at 
the loss of his letters, and he thought it possible he might 
have drawn them out of his pocket with his handkerchief 
during his previous day's walk* He jresolved, therefore, 
to repeat the walk, for he might have dropped the letters 
in an unfrequented path, where they might still remain. 
About four miles from the hospital he came suddenly 
ypou Ilia dog, lying on the ground, with the letters close 
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hy. The dog must have lain by the ride of the letters fbr 
wxteeii hours, including the whole night. The animal 
has bet-n re -christened * Postniaster-general.' An artist 
had sketched the jiostmaster-genei'al guarding tire lettcfrs. 

. ]iiiu>'8 Nk»t in a LetteiR*box.^ — ^In tlie avenue 
leading to BunifoO[t House, near Keolefcchau (thesumuier 
ye«id<»uveol Jofan Irvingt £sq » of Bunifoot)* is placed n 
Ih>x, in which the posliuuu as he pasties depo^ita letters for 
the house. In this boix two birds of the black-headed 
(hidtle finch or sictkin, better known in Lower Annandale 
us * tommy- tie/ have buUt their nest, and brought up 
ten strong healthy young b^nls, all nearly^able to fly. 
The old hen is so tame as to allow Gilbert Cowan, who 
lukiea th<( letters out «f the box every morning, to handle 
and stroke her with liie hand; she allows him to gather 
all the young ones iato his cap, and >vill not fly out of 
the boX) .but if a stranger goes near she sets un her 
ft^thers end flies la way, making an ajogry noise, '^his is 
the fourth seasoA that the same birds have built their nest 
in the letter-box. The first season they brought up tive 
young ones, the second seven, the third nine, aiiu the 
I'ourth (this season) teit~ making in all thirty «Qao biids 
ia four 9caa(m».'-^Atfti<tn Ohttermr* 

Ladies' LBrtBHs. — If a little more' care vrere taken 
by men and women in writing letters, does net everybody 
think a great improvement wbuld take |»tlu)e ^ Not to 
mention th6 fact, that many thousands of letters wee 
posted every year without any directions at all, is it not 
apparent that, if a little more necessary Ihou^t were 

?:iven, half the letters written would not misconry in 
heir effect, or.be o!ncure in their meahinjg ? Sonid one 
has been ungallant enough to give nttefance to the pro- 
verb, that the chief sense of ft lady's letter lies in the 
postscript. Allowing this to be tm$ case, t^e reason \& 
easily found if English people call to mind that many of 
our lady friends never think what they should' say till 
they sit down to write, and not even then, till the act of 
composition and bf saying soft nothings stimUlateB the 
brain to take a little gentle thought. 'When this nn- 
wonted process has taken place, the writer finds ^at it is 
time to close the letter, or that she has written enough. 
She ^erefore signs her name carelessly or elegavtly, as 
the case may be ; but the whole gist of the letter rests 
perforce with liie postscript. — The OetUle I4fe. 

Thjb Post Magazine. — In the year 1841 a peculiar 
periodical was started, bearing this title. It contained 
eight pages, five of which were devoted to ])i-inted matter 
of more or less interest, including advertisements, two 
were left blank for the purchaser to write a letter on, 
and the remaining page had an ornamental border in the 
centre for the addressi From the prospectus of the maga- 
zine, which was printed on either side of the border, we 
learn tliat it was sold, with an unused penny stamp ready 
stuck in the proper place, for three-halfpence, or to the 
trade for IJa. Among the advantages offered by tUs 
publication are the following (we ouote from the pro- 
spectus) :—* The space frequently left blank in letter 
sneets is here occupied bv useful business notices, or in- 
strucUve information. To the trade and to advertisers 
the price of the magazine (including the post label) is 
only l^d., or Is, 3d. per dozen, being simply the price of 
a post-office envelope ; although, in addition to a postage 
cover, the purchaser obtains an interesting puhhcation, 
and a sheet of letter paper. To the pubKc generally, the 
price is less than that of plain writing paper of equal size 



and quality. Advertisements frequently escape observa- 



pa^cel of the matter communieated), they cannot fail to 
command attention.' How long the I'dst Muguziue 
lasted we do not know, "probably only as long as a pro- 
fitable ntnnfoer of advertisements was teceived. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE LAUREATED NEW SOUTH WALES 

STAMPS. 

To ilie Editor of < The SxAMP-CoLLitTroR's Magazine.' 

Slit, — In addition to the information container! in the 
article on the laureated stahips of New South Wales, in 
yoorniagasine for Mareli, the following items may prove 
interesting. 

I have reason to believe that the design of those stamps 
was from a dnvwing by a j^ntieman named Levinge, who 
wins; at the time of thMr issue, emi^f^ed iit the General 
Post-offlee, Sydney. I have a specimen of the twopenny 
blue, which has the following fi*agment of an insonptioii 
on the bottom margin, arBEL, bv john cabm. This 
evidently meani, engraved on steel by John Carmickael. 

Tours, &o., 

J. C. FISHER. 

Sf^dnetff New South JFale*, 




TflE ALBUM aUESTIOK. 
To the Edkitr of ' The Stavf^Gosjlecto&'s Maqaiikb.' 

DiBAR Sib,— Could yon ^oblige me by letting mt know 
whether the * Permanent Stamp Album ' Is Hkely soon to 
come into use ; for I find Stafford Smith's vety imperfeott 
ttioiigh to a large extent it itf better than Lailier'e. For 
instance, there is no place Allotted to Servia, fitva, 
Heligoland, nor Virgin I^nds, besides many others 
that I presume were out beldre the 1867 ediitlon-; 

I «im an eld eoUectoi^ horing been«o now tac st* least 
four years, and greatly feel the wmt of somefhing on the 
* rermanent' style. 

Promishig to lend a feeble hand to the author, by 
purchasing s eopy of the best edition that is issued, and 
urginr all collectors to consider the point well, and give 
him- their full support, 

I remain, dear Sir, faithfully yours, 

FOETUNA MEA CAMPO BELLO. 

Queettwood College^ Hants, 

To the Editor of * Th« Stamp-Collbctoh's Magazine.' 
Sib, — ^The questions which * Iota Subscript * puts re- 
lating to Lallier's album are very easily answered. 1. — 
Servia is a state contiguous to Wallachia; the proper 

{>la£e therefore for the Servian stamps is on the Wal- 
achian page. 2. — St. Salvador* being one of the 
Bahama islands, its stamps belong to the page in Uie 
album devoted to the Bahamas. Iota Subscript's third 
and fourth questions — ^relating to the recently-issued 
English and French stamps— do not even require an- 
swering, there being an abundance of room for each on 
their respective pages in the album. With regard to hia 
fifth question, I leave it to the comm<m sense of your 
readers to determine whether it needs answering. 

Suppose the supplementary pages are not intended to 
be stuck in, but bound up separately, as * Iota Subscript ' 
surmises, is thst any reason why they should ^et diitv or 
lost ? litis is a maxim deduced' from a gradation of mlso 
suppositions. <Iota Subscript' asks, *What is more an- 
noying to a collector than to have two volumes for 

t Curiously nnoitifl). this inland, tianugh among' th<» laat toia«iMtpoBt«is« 
stamps, wa> the Si-st dlvcovei^t bjr Cbrbtopher Culumtms In IMB. 
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stamps?' Why, having the trouble of taking 1500 or 
2000 atanips . out of odo album and putting tnem into 
ai^other, would be infinitely more aunoymg, to say 
nothing of its folly. I will not again trouble you on thja 
uninteresting subject, and remain, 

Bir, 
Tour obedient lervant, 

J. M. STOURTON. 
South Kenainphm* 

[Our cr.rrespondcnt Is In etmt In an^poiilnff that the inland of St. 
HMlvador should be erfditinl with tlie lat.-lr-i»Mu<-d serif*, iu fact, they 
beiuoe^ to Sib ttaavudor* tbe Ontrid Amcrktuy state.-l£pk] 

' ■■ 

To the Sditor of * Thb STAMP-Cou.ECTou*a Mi^oAZ^NE.* 

De^ SiHt-r<-May I trospaM. upon your spaoe to 
enumerate my ideas, as to how a stamp album should 
he eoDstrHctedyand as to how the sereral requisitions 
coiineoted thereiritii may be met. Ifc seems to me that 
an album ought to be made. Firstly, so that new leaves 
may be eaaiiy introduced for -sew or iuereasing issues; 
Seeotidly, tbat colleotor's may arnitige their coUections 
either geographically, AlphabeticaUjr, or geographico- 
alj^bjabeticallv, acoordkig to their desirea; and, Thirdly, 
that the emoossed or envelope stamps should be pre- 
served from pressiure so that tney may retain their full 
relief. 

r^To meet these requisitions it will be necessarv, for the 
first and second items, that the leaves ^which may be 
ruled or not, and have borders or otner ornaments 
thereen/ but not paged) should be separate und held 
betweeaa the edges of a curv-ed spring back, the tendency 
of the edges of which is to close together, to whioh are 
attaohed theoover*^ in a niniiar manner to the spcing- 
back mufiU) oases: and for the third, that those pages 
api^ronmtedr to- embossed stamps should be ea^- made 
after the following plan, Yix.^ take a piece of oaivdboasd 
of greater thfieknesi than the ntlief ef the stamp, and 
of loss length than the paces for the adhesive stamps 
«Dd out out the centce to such a euee that maigiiis equal 
to those of the adhesive stamp pages may he left all 
round. the completed leaves, ana fix a piece of paper all 
over the back thereof to the full sitte of the page ; by so 
doing a recess will be formed, which may he ruled or 
otherwise, and into which the embossed stamps may be 
placed ; a narrow piece of card being attached thereto 
at Bdtie little' distance fl«ray from the end of the recessed 
])iige, by means of leather or oloth slips, in a similar 
manner to the pages of the best photographic albums, will 
make these recessed pages of the same siee as those 
first mentioned, so that they may be introduced alto- 
gether and in tneir proper places within the spring back. 

Please excuse the tautology which is caused by nay 
endeavours to make the idea as clear as possible. 

londoti: W. E. H. 



To the Editor of ^TiVE, STAMi»-CoLLt:cT0B*8 Magazine.' 

Beak Sib, — I have carefully read Mr. Stourton's letter 
in defcnoe of existing stamp albums, but have not found 
it by any means convincing. Collecting upon hiB prin- 
ciple means the placing of a number of similar stamps 
on a page, higgledy-piggledy (fw the meaning of this 
Avord 1 have much pleasure in referring Mr. Stourton to 
his Walker), without regard to their date of is&ue^ or 
values. It matters nothing in his eyes that the design, 
in which the stamps are intended to be placed, is spoilt 
by the insertion oi new issues, and that the page neces- 
sarily acquires by such means an untidy appearance. 
' There is plentv of room on either side the spaced says Mr. 
Stourton, *■ ana I don't see how placing them outside can 
be unpleasant.' Of course it is not, if order, symmetiy. 



and clear arrangement are unnecessary, but, if a collection 
of stamps is to teach anything, — if the difierent issues 
fuid values are to appear in niethodiral and intelligible 
array, it will not do to place them after Mr. stourton 's 
plan. Indeed, his st^'le of tilling an album lit so thorough- 
ly dtsoi*derly, that it only requires to be stated to bu 
cobdetnned. Moreover, if it be, as he states, of no oon- 
sequence that the- designs be disregarded, what necessity 
is there for faavinn^ any } Mr. Stourton is in a dilemma. 
The aiTangement should be followed; or it should not. 
If it be followed, thete is no proper place for additional 
etamiM; if it may be disregarded, tt is not required at all. 

I havt! taken his special plan first ; I must now trespass 
on }-our space to reply to tne objections raised in the first 
panigraph of his letter. Mr. Stourton cokamences his 
critique with a correction, for which, notwithstanding 
its somewhat ofl^ensive tone, I should have been obliged, 
had it been correct. In my former letter I wrote, 'A Iwok 
is wanted which shall give room Ibr new issues as they 
come out, as weU as afl!brd spaces for stamps already in 
existence. All the albums now extant are deficient in 
this particular.' Mr. Stourton, quoting this, adds after 
the latter sentence, — * these particulars would have been 
better.' As the only point in which I stated that existing 
albums were defi^iient wa9 in providing spaces for new 
issues, I submit that this particular was ri^ht^ and that, 
notwithstanding Mr. Stourton's hypercritical objection, 
^e aentences quoted were .good £ngush. Whilst on this 
point, I may as well refer also to the closing paragraph 
of Mr. Stourton's letter, in ,^hich he aiiimadverts on my 
use of the espressioa 'podgy/ I regret much that a 
podgy — or fat--book is ^utterly bevond his compre- 
hension,' but it really is not my fault that such is the 
ease, and my regret is mitigated by my belief that no 
other reader of the jnagazine has been in doubt as to the 
meaning of the permieaible colloquialism which I used to 
deseribe a bulky, ungainly volume. 

To prooeed, Mr* Stourton says diat Lallier contains 
spaees for all stamm issued up to the date of publication. 
This X question, but granting it does, this verjr com- 
pleteness proves troublesome. The fresent edition of 
Lallier' s contains spaces for all the varieties of English 
en vel(^)e9 on coloured paper. Kow« it is not every one who 
would care to possess these varieties, which have no 
especial value, and owo their existence entirely to the 
fancy of private individuals; yet possessors of this 
album must either go to the expense of purchasing these 
impressions on coloured paper, or must leave the entire 
pages allotted for them empty. Again, room is given in 
some countries for sets of stamps differently dentilated. 
Kow, without ourselves entering upon the question of the 
advisability of collecting these various sets, it is undeniable 
that there are many philatelists who think it folly to do 
so ; yet, again, persons holding that opinion, if possessors 
of Lallier, must purchase what they do not want, or leave 
their pages incomplete. And I really think that the de- 
signs on the pages do make the^ * wanted' portion of a 
collection more apparent, than it would be m an album 
consisting entirely of blank pages. 

It is quite unnecessary for Mr. Stourton to run the 
risk of beings thought an * ordinary collector * merely to 
enunciate his belief that Lallier's album is the best we 
have, as that is quite beside the question ; whether it 
be * immeasurably superior to all blank ones ' remains to 
be proved, as no olanK album has yet been published, all 
existing books of that kind having been specially pre- 
pared for the owners. The plan needs to be tried on a 
proper scale before we can obtain adequate data for a 
decision. But even now we know that the continental 
and especially ^French philatelists,— who have gone more 
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deeply into the atudj' q{ staiops) have iiiad« more dii^ 
cuyeries, and done uiore to arrange and classify the 
objects^ of their tittentioOf than the philatelists of this 
country — all coUeet in blank albuitis, or ou blank moyttble 
sheets. They have founds that only by thus provisionally 
aiTanging tlieir stamps, is it possible to pursue their 
studies with efifect. To quote M. Berger-Levrault's own 
words from your traoftlation in last mouth's magazine,->-* 
.' Id order to give fSill scope to collecting we are obliged to 
abandon the album syutem. That system, in fact^ is not 
ix>68ible for important collections, which all contain, ful- 
lowing the lucliualiQiL of their. poasessora, a •greater or 
leas, but alwaja variable number of stamps.' In advo- 
cating, then, the adoption of blank books in this country, 
I am not suggesting an altogether untried plan. In so 
far OS it has been followed it haa been founa, to use Mr. 
Stourton's expression, * immeasurably auperior' to all 
ruled albums. 

A^hether a blank album would pay at present, I have 
DO meaus of knowing. Poftaibly there aro iHot- aa yet 
a suflScient number of collectors who would care to 
take the trouble to an-ange their stamps themselves. 
But were sueb an alboiu in existence it would Itead to an 
increase in the number of earnest studeate^ to whom it 
would be in turn a necessity, and thus its ultimate success 
would be ensured. 

The importance of the subject will, I hopCi be received 
as my apology for encroaching so largely upon your 
space. I have now stated my. own views, and answered 
Mr. Stourton's objections, as far as was necessary. 1 have 
only to add one word in reference to ^o points in F. H. 
B.'s letter, at pase 111. Headvocate^ the arran^cm^ 
of stamps in cmciform, quiucuncial, and other similar de- 
signs, and the addition of illuminated border patterns. 
Now, I have seen some albuma with the stamps placed in 
circles, and othei' fanciful combinations, and the effect is 
quite absurd ; and I have seen other books very highly 
oriiamented, with the nmple result that the stamps wei*e 
thrown in the shade by the omaroestation. Stamps being 
themselves brilliant, require to be very aiiuply set — the 
fewer embelliahmvnts there are the better. 
I am, dear sir, 

Xoura truly, 

OV£RY TAYLOR. • 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Julius, Winchester.— The 230 and 480 reis. of Brazil 
are still in use. 

A BBQlNNERf St. Neots. — The Vancouver Island stamps 
are still in use, we believe, though the project for the 
union of the island with the colony of British Columbia 
has become law. A long life, however, is too much to 
expect for them under the circumstances. 

Unknown, Blackheath.-^Yoiv* li schilling green 
Bchleswig is one of the pair issued early in 1864, and the 
i&tst to hear the yalue in German money.-«No details 
have come to hand respecting the Cashmere stamps. — As 
Newfoundland is not included in the new dominion of 
Oanac'a, it£r stamps, we presume, will continue current. 
• ,£xcfil*sKPB, l>urh4m.— The ir0t aeries of Y/enezuelan 
stamps wa^ emitted at the commencement of the year 
<1859, and a second supply printed in brighter colours 
(the 2 rls. on blue paper), appeared some time in the course 
-of the following year. The varieties of the ducal 
Modepese stamps were produced by carelessness in ^set- 
ting ' (to use a printer's term) the type of the inscription ; 
the rest of the dei^gn was in one piece, but the inscrip- 
tion was made np of separate types, which were inserted as 
required. 



1n<;^ui&bii, Norwich. — We hav« no tnte)li|rcnce of the 
re-issue of the Jtiarist set of Mexican stamps, made in 
186t. 

It. B., CUpham. — We give your extract from the 
Illustrated London Neua respecting th6 alamp^d half- 
she^itd in another part of this number, and are obliged 
by your forwarding it. The datp of emission is thereby 
proved to have been March, 1844* 

(r. M. L., St. Louis, U. S. — ^The aeriea of stamps to 
which you refer wa^ originally issued in 1856, for use in 
Sardinia only, but upon the establishment of the Italian 
kingdom its currency was extended throughout the eman- 
cipated provinces. It is therefore at otnoc the fourth issue 
for Sardinia and the first for Italy. In our pubUshen' 
catalogue it is given as the latter. — Many thanks for 
your encouraging commendation of our mngaeine.. 

Z. X, Uantingdon.r-The Bhritiah postal regulation 
only permits of the. purchase by postmasters of stamps 
^ in strips, containing at least two adhering to each other.' 
This rule may, perhaps^ be modiiied'to afioNv of the sale 
and purchase of single tivei-sbilliiig stamps. , 

L. M. N., Hungerford. — Th^ lllastrated Album ia an 
excellent one wherein to commence collecting, therefore 
very snitabie for young coUectovs,- who- will not be pei*- 
pLexed hy the allotment of spa^os for too many varieties. 
Uppen's Id an album of a similar character, whose popu-; 
laHty proves its value. ' • 

Baau IN TKXB, Oardiff.—The 2 ouartos Madrid was 
never actually used. The prqofa were printecl in. gilt, 
not bronze, and were not gummed. The position of this 
stamp is, however, very much^hat of the V.K-, the 1 c. 
Conf<ed(jrate, &o.— aumerised, but never emitted. The 
other Madrid were witJlK^awn at the end of 18d3, 
and were not repeated in the next series, but the 2 cuartos 
green, with Spanish arms, took the place 0f the embryo. 

IotX Subscript. Worthing, forwards some further 
suggestions respecting the proposed permanent album ; 
but as his remarks have reference to minor details, and 
he suggests the propriety of our publishers undertaking 
the intended work, we have handed over his letter to 
them. 

J. iliCBAftosj Leeds. — ^I'he peony blue a&d the four- 
penny red woodblock stamps of the Cape of (irood Hope 
are not myths, but realities. We do not, however, won- 
der that you huve not succeeded in obtaining them. 
Love is quite ineffectual for the purpose^ . and money 
itself will jiot creatti a supply. A high price is easily had 
for them when they are forthcoming. A pair, which came 
under our notice a few weeks back, sold for five pounds, al- 
though one of the individHals, the fourpence red, was in 
a damaged state. — ^The Y.R, is gejtting rarer every day. 
We believe the whole of the small siock of specimen im- 
predsions saved by the officials must now be in the Imnds 
of. collectors^ who will know how to take care of them, 

W. K., Chelsea, S.W.— Many collectors do, and many 
do not, collect private stamps. Locals are of different 
kinds ; some are issued by the state lor use in a par- 
ticular distriot, like the Madrid with bear in tree; otners 
are issued by private companies doing, under the direct 
sanction of the state, work which the postal department 
is unable to perform, the Constantinople and I^ Guaira 
for instance ; and others, again, are issued by companies, 
entirely independent of all government control, upon 
their own responsibility, as a commercial venture. To 
the last class the American locals belong. You can take 
your choice whether you will collect all or any of these 
kinds. — The new envelope and newspaper stamps of 
Austria were described in the July, and figured in the 
August number of our magazine.— You can calculate the 
value of the Austrian stam^ by reckoning 100 ki'cuzei's 
to be e^ual to two shillings Englidtt. 
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AUTHENTICATION OF THE SCINDE 
DAWK STAMP. 

SiNCB the publicatioa of our remarks on the 
Scinde stamp in our August number, our 
correspondent, J. P., has caused inquiry to 
be made respecting it of Sir Bartle Frere. 
His reply, which we give below, settles be- 
yond question the fact that the stamp was 
emitted by his authority, and used in the dis- 
trict which he administered for the purpose of 
prepaying postage. The province of Scinde, 
at the date when the stamp was issued, was 
but lately annexed, and the ma'nagement 
of its internal affairs was handed over to 
Sir Bartle Frere, with full power to hira to 
make such special arrangements, and initiate 
such measures as he might consider neces- 
sary for the settlement and improvement of 
the country. Being gifted with such au- 
thority, the stamp issued by him becomes 
decidedly a government emission, and though 
probably but few collectors will ever be able 
to procure specimens, its existence as a duly 
accredited stamp should be recognised. 

'India Office, London, 

* August 20th, 1867. 

'My dear , 

*Tho stamp, of which your note of 
yesterday inclosed a fac-simile, was the first 
postage stamp used in India, — and this is 
its history : 

' The postal arrangements in Scinde were, 
as you may recollect, in 1850-51 very im- 
perfect, — the province was poor and did not 
pay its local expenses, and when we asked 
for more and better post-offices, we were 
reminded of our poverty, and told that when 
the government of India could afford money 
to spend in Scinde, there were many things 
to be provided before post-offices could be 
thought of. So, as we believed that post- 
offices were not mere luxuries, we considered 
how we could make the most of such means 
as we had, and our postmaster, Mr. Coffey, 
being a man of resources, hit upon this 
expedient. We got the stamps, of which 
you sent me a fac-simile, manufactured, and 
they were issued to stamp-vendors and 
government officials much as they are in 
England ; and every police officer, and native 
district collector of land revenue, customs, 



&c., was ordered to receive and forward with 
his own official papers, to his immediate 
official superior, all letters bearing one of 
these mysterious stamps of the British 
government, or rather of the great company. 
The stamp, you will observe, is the old 
East India Company's modification of the 
broad arrow, which the East India Company 
used, I believe, from the time of Charles II, 
till the company itself was abolished ; only 
the copyist has omitted the E. I., which, 
perhaps, in the stamp he copied from, had 
been obliterated. 

*Thus every government office in Scinde be- 
came a district post-office for stamped letters, 
and the first official who had ai*eal post-office 
at hand sent to it all the stamped letters 
which he and his subordinates had collected. 
The system worked very well, and, of course^ 
very cheaply, for we got a complete net- 
work of post-offices and postal lines all 
over the country without expense, 

* I believe the sucoess of the plan was one 
inducement to the introduction, soon after, 
of the present system of postage stamps, as 
our Scinde experiment showed that the 
fancied objections of natives of India to 
postage stamps were quite baseless. Tou 
may recollect it used always to be said, that 
'* prepayment by stamps might do very well 
in Europe, but would never do in India,'* but 
this proved to be no more true of stamps 
than it has been of railways and other inno- 
vations. 

' This is a long story, so I will only add that 

I am ever, my dear 

* Sincerely yours, 

'H. B. FRERE.' 



THE POST-OFFICE AND THE 
POLICE-OFFICE. 

In this country the post-office, though a 
government institution, is far more inde- 
pendent of the administration than in any 
other, and is seldom made to subserve 
political ends. We never hear of newspapers 
being stopped or letters opened, as in France 
for instance. A warrant from the Homo 
Secretary is required before a letter can be 
seized, and it is very rarely that this power 
is exercised. When supposed to have been 
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employed by Sir James Graham, in 1844, 
for political purposes, a great disturbance 
was made. Even to assist the officers of 
justice in pursuit of an accused person, it is 
not [)ermitted to postmasters to open sealed 
letters. The following story, capitally re- 
ported by Dickens in Household Words some 
years ago, will show what assistance may 
and what may not be g^ven by the post- 
office to the police-office, and will, at the 
same time, possess much interest as exem- 
plifying the difficulties a detective has some- 
times to overcome in the exercise of his 
profession. 

. " * Tally-ho Thompson,' says Sergeant 
Witcbem, after merely wetting his lips with 
. his brandy-and- water, " Tally-ho Thompson 
.^wjasa faipous horse-stealqr, couper, and 
. magsm^n. Thompson, in conjunction with a 
pal that occasionally worked with him, 
gammoned a countryman out of a good round 
sum of money, under pretence of getting him 
a situation — the regular old dodge — and was 
afterwards in the Hue and Cry for a horse — 
a horse that he stole down in Hertfordshire. 
I had to look after Thompson, and I applied 
myself, of course, in the fii'st instance, to dis- 
covering where he was. Now, Thompson*s 
wife lived, along with a little daughter, at 
Chelsea. Knowiug that Thompson was 
somewhere in the country, I watched the 
: house — especially at post-time in the morn- 
ing — thinking that Thompson was pretty 
likely to write to her. Sure enougL, one 
nvorning the postman comes up, and delivers 
a letter at Mrs. ThompsonJs door. Little 
girl opens the door, and takes it in. We're 
not always sure of postmen, though the 
people at the post-offices are always very 
obliging. A postman may help us, or he 
may not, — just as it happens. However, I 
go across the road, and I say to the postman, 
after he has left the letter, * Good morning ! 
how are you? ' 'How are you ? * says he. 
'You've just delivered a letter for Mrs. 
Thompson.' 'Yea, I have.' 'You didn't 
happen to remark what the postmark was, 
perhaps ?' 'No,' says he, ' I didn't.' ' Come,' 
says I, ' I'll be plain with you. I am in a 
small way of business, and I have given 
Thompson credit, aud I can't afford to lose 
. what he owes me. I know he's got money, 



and I know he's in the country, and if yon. 
could tell me what the postmark was, I 
should be very much obliged to you, and you'd 
do a service to a tradesman in a small way of 
business that can't afford a loss.' 'Well,' 
he said, 'I do assure you that I did not 
observe what the postmark was ; all I know 
is, that there was money in the letter — £ 
should say a sovereign.' This was enough 
for me, because of course I knew that Thomp- 
son, having sent his wife money, it was 
probable she'd write to Thompson by return 
of post to acknowledge the receipt. So I 
said ' Thankee ' to the postman, and I Jcept 
on the watch. In the afternoon I saw the 
little girl come out. Of course I followed 
her^ She went into a stationer's shop, and 
I needn't say to you that I looked in at the 
window. She bought some writing-paper 
and envelopes, and a pen. I think to myself, 
'That'll do!' — watch her home again, and 
..don't go away, you may be sure, knowing 
that Mrs. Thompson was writing her letter 
to ' Tally-ho,' and that the letter would be 
posted presently. In about an hour or so, 
out came the little girl again, with the letter 
in her hand. I went up, and said something 
to the child, whatever it might have been ; 
but I couldn't see the direction of the letter, 
because she held it with the seal upwards! 
However, 1 observed that on the back of the 
letter there was what we call a kiss — a drop 
of wax by the side of the seal — ^and again, 
you understand, that was enough for me. 
I saw her post the letter, waited till she was 
gone, then went into the shop, and asked to 
see the master. When he came out, I told 
him, ' Now, I'm an officer in the Detective 
Force ; there's a letter with a kiss been 
posted here just now, for a man that I'm in 
search of; and what I have to ask of you is, 
that you will let me look at the direction of 
that letter.' He was very civil — took a lot 
of letters from the box in the window — shook 
'em out on the counter with the faces down- 
wards — and there among 'em was the iden^ 
tical letter with the kiss. It was directed, 

* Mr. Thomas Pigeon, Post-office, B , to 

be left till called for.' Down I went to 

B (a hundred and twenty miles or bo) 

that night. Early next morning I went to 
the post-office ; saw the gentleman in charge 
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of that departrnent; told him who I was; 
and fbat my object was to see and track the 
p^rty that should come for the letter for Mr. 
Thomas Pigeon. He was very polite, and 
Paid, *Yon shall have every assistance we 
can give yon ; you can wait inside the office ; 
and we'll take care to let yon know when 
anybody comes for the letter.' AVell, I 
waited there three days, and began to think 
that nobody ever would come. At last the 
clerk whispered to me, 'Here! Detective! 
Somebody 's com for the letter ! * * Keep him 
a minute, said T, and I ran round to the out- 
side of the office. Thfere I saw a young chap 
with the appearance of an ostler holding a 
horse by the bridle, stretching the bridle 
across the pavement whild he waited at the 
post-office window for the letter. I began to 
pat' the horse, and that; and I said to the 
1)oy, *^hy, this is Mr. Jones's mare ! ' 'No 
it an't.' ' No ? * said I : ' she's very like Mr. 
Jones's mare ! ' She an't Mr. Jones's mare, 
anyhow,' says he : * its Mr. So-and-So's, of 
the Warwick Anns.*' And up he jumped, 
and off he went — letter and all. I got a cab, 
followed on the box, and was so quick after 
him, that I came into the stable-yard of the 
Warwick Arms by one gate just as he came 
ill by another. I went to the bar, where 
there \tas a young woman serving, and called 
for a glass of brandy-and- water. He came 
in directly, ^nd handed her the letter. She 
casually looked at it without saying anything, 
and stuck it up behind the glass over the 
chimney-piec6. What was to be done next ? 
"I turned it over in my mind whi!e I 
drank my brandy-and- water (looking pretty 
sharp at the letter the while), but I couldn't 
see my way out of it at all. I tried to get 
lodgings in the house, but there had been a 
iTorse-fair, or something of that sort, and it 
was full. I was obliged to put up some- 
where else, but I came backwards and 
forwards to the bar for a couple of days, and 
there was the letter, always behind the glass. 
At last I thought I'd write a letter to Mr. 
Pigeon myself, and see what that would do. 
So I wrote one, and posted it; but I pur- 
posely addressed it Mr. John Pigeon, instead 
of Mr. Thomas Pigeon, to see what iliat would 
do. In the morning (a very wet morning it 
was) I watched the postman down the street, 
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and cut into the bar, just before hd reached 
the Warwick Arms. In he came presently 
with my letter. * Is there a Mr. John Pigeon 
staying here ? ' ' No ! — stop a bit though,' 
says the barmaid ; and she took down the 
letter behind the glass. ' No,* says she, * it's 
Thomas, and he is not staying here. Would 
on do me a favour, and post this for me, as 
t is so wet ? ' The postman said ' Yes : ' she 
folded it in another envelope, directed it, 
and gave it him. He put it in his hat, and 
away he went. 

" I had no difficulty in finding out the 
direction of that letter. It was addressed, 

* Mr. Thomas Pigeon, Post-office, R , 

Northamptonshire, to be left till called for.' 

Off I started directly for R . I said the 

Same at the post-office there as I had said at 
B ; and again I waited three days be- 
fore anybody came. At last another chap on 
horseback came. 'Any letters for Mr, 
Thomas Pigeon ? * 'Where do you ooupe 

from ? * * New Inn, near R .* He got 

the letter, and away he went at a canter. 

"I made my inquiries about the New 
Inn, near R , and hearing it was a soli- 
tary sort of house, a little in the horse line, 
about a couple of miles from the station, I 
thought I'd go and have a look at it. I 
found it what it had been described, and 
sauntered in to look about me. The land- 
lady was in the bar, and I was trying to get 
into conversation with her ; asked how her 
business was, and spoke about the weather, 
and so on ; when I saw, through an open 
door, three men sitting by the fire in a sort 
of parlour or kitchen, and one of those men, 
according to the description I had of him, 
was Tally-ho Thompson ! 

" I went iand sat down among 'em, and 
tried to make things agreeable ; but they 
were very shy — wouldn't talk at all — looked 
at mo and at one another in a way quite the 
reverse of sociable. I reckoned 'em up, and 
finding that they were all three bigger men 
than me, and considering that their looks 
were ugly— that it was a lonely place — ^rail- 
road station two miles off — and night coming 
on — thought I couldn't do better than have 
a drop of brandy-and-water to keep my 
courage up. So I called for my brandy- 
and-water ; and as I was sitting drinking it 
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by the fire, Tally-ho Thompson got np and 
went out. 

"Now, the difficnlty of it was that I 
wasn't snre it was Thompson, becanse I had 
never set eyes on him before ; and what I 
had wanted was to be quite certain of him. 
However, there was nothing for it now but 
to follow, and put a bold face upon it. I 
found him talking outside in the yard with 
the landlady. It turned out afterwards that 
he was wanted by a Northampton offieer for 
something else, and that, knowing that 
officer to be pock-marked (as I am myself), 
he mistook me for him. As I have observed, 
I found him talking to the landlady outside. 
I put my hand upon his shoulder — this way — 
and said, * Tally-ho Thompson, it's no use. I 
know you. I'm an officer from London, and 
I take you into custody for felony ! ' ' That 
be d — d ! ' said Tally-ho Thompsoii. 

" We went back into the house, and the 
two firiends began to cut up rough, and their 
looks didn't please me at all, I assure you. 
* Let the man go. What are yon going to 
do with him?' 'I'll tell you what I am 
goiug to do with him. I'm going to take 
hiui to London to-night, as sure as I'm alivd. 
I'm not alone here, whatever you may think. 
You mind your own business, and keep 
yourselves to yourselves. It'll be better for 
you, for I know you both very well.' I'd 
never sfeen nor heard of 'em in all my life, 
but my bouncing cowed 'em a bit, and they 
kept oflT, while Thompson was making ready 
to go. I thought to myself, however, that 
they might be coming after me on the dark 
road to rescue Thompson ; so I said to the 
landlady, *What men have you got in the 
house, missis ? * * We haven't got no toen 
here,' she says, sulkily. * You have got an 
ostler, I suppose?' *Yes, we've got an 
ostler.' * Let me see him.' Presently be 
came, and a shaggy-headed young fellow ho 
was. ' Now, attend to me, young man,' says 
I ; * I'm a detective officer froni Londoh. 
This misin's name is Thompson. I have taken 
him into custody for felony. I'm going to 
take him to the railroad station. I call' upon 
you, in the Queen's name to assist me ; and 
mind you, my friend, you'll get yourself into 
more trouble than you know of, if you don't! ' 
You never saw a person open his^ eyes so 



wide. * Now, Thompson, come alongil ' B.6ff a 
I. Bat when I took out tho bandcaffa, 
Thompson cries, ^No ! None of that! I 
won't stand them! I'll go along wit^ you 
quiet, but I won't bear noae of that \ ' 
' Tally-ho Thompson,' I said, * I'm willing to 
behave as a man to you, if you are willing to 
behave as a mian to me. Give me your word 
that yott will come peaceably aloDg, and I 
don't want to handcuff yon.' * I will,' says 
Thompson, * but I'll have a. glass of brandy 
fia»st.' * I don't car6 if I've a&other,' said I. 
* We'll havo two more, miseris,' said tbe 
friends ; * and confoiind you, ooi^s^able, yoti'ii 
give your maa a drop, won't you? ' i wau 
g^eeable to that ; so we had it all- round'; 
and then my man and I took Tally-ho 
Thompson safe to the railroad, and I carried 
htm to London that night. Ho was afters 
wards acquitted on account of a defect ili the 
evidence; and I understand he always praises 
ine up to the skies, and says I'm one of the 

best of men." 

''■I I ■ I 'II I I i i t i<p.i < . 

ON TARIETIES, AND WHY *HEY 
SHOULD BE COLLECTED. 

BY A PHILATELIST. 

The collection of varioties has formed a sub- 
ject of discussion amongst philatelists for 
a considerable period, shades, perforations, 
paper, &c., having been in turn attacked 
and defended with considerable skill. The 
utility of this discussion has been contested, 
on the ground that, after all, the question' is 
one which every collector decide accordiiig 
to his individual taste, or, rather, pfefdileo- 
tion. But, to our view, this objection does 
not Gonnt for mdch, except against attempts 
to * lay dotrn the law * upon* the subject in 
an authoritative manner. It is well for plri- 
. lately that there are^ certain subj^ts on 
which a difference of opinion exisfcs, for the 
controversy respecting the points iuvolvcRi 
infases a spirit and interest into stamp coU 
leeting which it might otherm«e lack; nor 
caa the discussion, conducted as it has been 
by earnest advocates, have been withoot its 
el^ct upon many observers. The principles 
of the science arre not )*et so firmly settled 
that argument eonoei^ing them shoU'ld' be 
deprecated; indeed argument fuMii^teG^ the 
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onlj means of arriving ab a settlement, 
add is, therefore, to be desired rather than 
checked. For oar own part, npon the 
general question of the collection of varieties 
(by which we mean all stamps deviating 
^om the original type in design, colour, 
paper, watermark, or style of denticulation, 
or by the addition of the two latter oharacter- 
istios), the title affixed to these remarks will 
indicate to our readers the view we propose 
to advocate; and, without presuming to 
utter an absolute dictum upon any point, we 
shall hope to place before them some valid 
areaaons in support of our opinion. We have 
endeavoured above to define varieties gene- 
rally as deviations from the original type; 
but it IB necessary, before going farther into 
the subject, to consider their specialities 
more in dettiil. And, first, all varieties, 
whatever may be the deviation through which 
they acquire the title, belong to one of two 
divisions:-^!. Authorised, and intentional; 
II. Unauthorised and accidental. Varieties 
may be further classified into the five fol- 
lowing kinds, as they occur in connection 
with one or the other : — 

a. design. 

5. colour. 

c. watermark. 

d. perfoi'ation. 

e. paper. 

Of the first kind, variations from the ori- 
ginal design, there are comparatively few 
Bpecimjenfi in either class, but nearly all that 
-are known belong to the second. Amongst 
the first we can only specify the addition of 
the dots to the Italian 15 c. of the series by 
De^a-Eiue, which was sanctioned on account 
of an injury to the plate, the addition of the 
white horizontal lines in the British 2d. (we 
pi?esume as an improvement to the devir^e), 
and the alteration of the misspelt word on the 
MoBtevidean envelopes ; and with these may, 
perhaps, be included the addition of the 
outer line to the- Libenan stamps. Of course 
substantialalterations in design, whichchange 
the appearance of the stamps, whilst yet 
retaining many of the principal features, as, 
for instance, the erasure of the lined ground 
from the Baden arms series, do not come 
under the head of varieties. 

Unauthorised and accidental changes in 



the design arise either from oversight on the 
part of the engraver, as in the * post-office ' 
Mauritius; from the engraving of two or 
more plates, as with the Sydney % Luzon, 
and New Caledonia; or from the plates getting 
worn by continued use, as with the current 
Argentine stamps and the second Belgian 
series. The misprints in the inscription of 
value of the Modenese stamps almost deserve 
to be separately classified, as they are pror 
perly chargeable to the printers, and not to 
the engravers. Berger-Levrault enumerates 
no less than nineteen such typographical 
errors, but it seems questionable whether 
some of these do not occur in reprints only. 

We come now to variations in the colour 
of stamps. Such variations, falling under 
division I., when carried through a series, 
constitute a new emission, as in the case of 
the Western Australian ; but it more often 
happens that only one or two values are 
changed, and tlien the motive is . usually 
the prevention of confusion between the 
altered stamp, and another of a similar value; 
though, probably, the reason urast some- 
times be looked for in the difficulty ex- 
perienced by the manufacturers in keeping 
to the standard shade of the colour first 
chosen. The latter may be the cause of the 
change of the Ceylon twopence from green 
to yellow, whilst to the former the emission 
of the New Zealand fourpence in yellow, 
instead of rose, is certainly due. Such 
thorough alterations in colour as these, and 
others which we might mention, are evidently 
the result of official action, but it is difficult 
to say which of the numerous minor varia- 
tions that occur in so many series were 
ordered, and which only sanctioned by the 
authorities. We cannot separate the varieties 
accurately into the two divisions, but, un- 
questionably, the larger number come under 
the head of unauthorised and accidental. • 

The accidental causes comprise the com- 
pounding the printing ink of the wi'ong 
shade, and the rolling on of too thick a layer 
of the proper shade; the former error is 
most frequently noticeable in rose, pink, 
lilac, mauve, and purple stamps ; the latter, 
arising from want of expertness, may be 
found in connection with all colours. Marked 
change in colour is frequently observable as 



150 



THE STAMP-OOLLECTOa^S MAQAZINK [Ocr. 1, 18e7. 



occarring oontemparaneouslj with the addi- 
tion, or omlBBion of watermark c^ perforation, 
but the stamps in which soch changes take 
place, are principally our own colonials, 
-whiiih notably vary very frequently from the 
original hues; the variation, therefore, it 
seems to us, rarely in itself warrants the in- 
ference that it is the result of official inter- 
ference. Some varieties are clearly doe, like 
the Modenese errors, to carelessness on the 
part of the printers in placing a elicfie of the 
wrong value in the fi»rm« From this cause 
we get a 2 s. gr. Prussia (1863) in brown, a 
Turkish 1 piastre (1866) in green, a Spanish 
2 rls. (1856) in hlue, and a Lubeck 2^ schg. 
(1869) in brown.* 

Varieties of watermark occur almost ex- 
clusively among the stamps of this country 
and our colonies, and all true watermarks 
ikll witbin the division 'authorised and in- 
tentional.' The accidental marks are found 
only on some of the old Newfoundland and 
British Guiana, the first pair of Virgin 
Islands, and the 1 c. Monte v ideo. The sheets 
used to receive the impressions of these 
stamps bear the maker's name, or initials, or 
the nara6 of the mill, as a watermark ; but 
such marks were only permitted by the au- 
thorities^ and not adopted as safeguards from 
forgery. 

This third class, however, includes stamps 
negatively difitinguished by the absesoice of 
the wat^mark borne by the original type. As 
the discontinuance of the mark is, no doubt, 
in all caises decreed by the post-o^ce, varieties 
which do not bear it come decidedly under 
the head of * authorised.' 

Perfm^iwii, which constitutes our fourth 
class, is always added in the first place at the 
ihstance of the authorities^ but very probably 
most of the alterations afterwards made in 
the number of dents, or in the kind of den- 
ticulation, are the w^ork of the manufactu" 
rers, with whom we should imagine the 
management of such mix^nr details is gecier 
rally left. Still, it should be borne in mirixid 
that any difficulty in separating stamps 
arising from the mode of perforation, would 
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jwobably be noticed and complained of by the 
post*office clerks, and that the higher au*> 
thorities might interfere in such case to 
cause a change. 

In i)m, as in the preceding class^ nega- 
tive varieties occur, as the greater mi tuber of 
postage stamps were first issued i» an 
un perforated ai&f«e. Very few, however^ 
aft^ having once been iasued perforated, 
havi^ been re-issued^impw&rate ; the Belgian 
1 0. (1866) is the ouly ej&ample wrhtcb at 
present occars to U3« 

In connection, tlien, with this. patH^oiar 
we get — I. iN^on-desnticulatedstaxspa; 2« OHr*. 
ginal 'denticulated seiries of atamp^ ; ^. Stapaps- 
sabseqaently issued, showing varieties .i>f 
dentieiilatioB, which ane probably nnantbor- 
ized and acciJental. Howthe changes whiich 
occur in the number of dents arise, wet, bein^ 
without any knowledge of the way in which 
perforating machines are made^or worked, 
cannot understand. Perhaps it may be that 
the rows of teeth get blunted with use, and 
neiY rows are then substituted containing a 
different number, bat this is mere conjecture. 

Varieties of paper (our fifth class) ape very 
difficult to distinguish with certainty into the 
two divisions of authorised and nnanthorised. 
As a new kind of paper is frequently found 
with a new series, it may be assumed that 
the paper is, with otiier things, the sul^eet 
of official consideration ; but more frequently 
the fiibrieators of i^e stamps ' must - decide 
upon the class of- paper to be used, and 
may have to change it firomtime to timev 
because, at the particular, period when, a 
fresh stock of stamps is wanted, paper of 
the original quality, or kind, is not obtainable. 

Having now oomfHeted oar summary. aC 
the several classes of varieties^ let us e^n^ 
aider the grounds on which their .oollectioEi 
can be justified. 

There are among ooUectors of the pses^At 
day Jvery few who* discard >ieve^y sort; -.of 
variety, and admit onlyihe original stfiQ^p 
of each type into their albums. Most^perw 
sons feel a partiality for one or piore ef th^ 
kiaids referred to above» and tbe. -msdority;^ 
whilst defending their own paftioiilar .m.veii,r^ 
ites, decry the eoUeetion ofemy ethf^.<iL# 
absurd, * going too far,' and soon. How muek 
better are yon (saj the xifailateli«ts<wbfitbotve 
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nol adyanced beycmd ilie oolleotion of sliades 
and single specimens of perforated stamps), 
Yfhen Jim have acquired tbe knowledge that 
certain stamps are printed on woven as well 
as on laid paper, or that others are per- 
forated 12 as well as 15 F 

Now this objection seems to us to proceed 
from a wrong idea of the nature and purpose 
of stamp collecting. If only one series of each 
type be collected, then the collection is valu- 
able for illustrative purposes, but for no other. 
So far as it goes, it indicates, as has been 
oflen s^ted, the progress of engraying, and 
gives some clue, perhaps, as to the govern- 
ment' of the counl^ies which are reprosented ; 
but in suoh a book the stamps are merely 
ai m^ns to an end. In opposition to this we 
think stamps should be collected for their 
a\Hi worth ; that, as works of art, they areas 
welt^sf orthy to be classified, and their minu- 
test varieties noted as are shells^ butterflies, 
and plaxits — the works of nature. The actual 
value of an accurate knowledge of the minor 
di£Ebrenoes between various classes of plants, 
or shells, may be contested. Such know- 
ledge, is of an ornamental, not of a practical 
kind,' but the same maybe said of the know- 
ledge obtainable in various other sciences. 
Moreover, if once you go bey<Mad collecting 
stamps illustrativ^yv there is really, upon 
prinoi]:de, no ^and-point betwemi that and 
the annotation of the most minute difiPerences. 
The design of a stamp is not affected by the 
^per on whi^ it is impressed being water* 
marked or perforated ; if, therefore, varieties 
showing such particulars are collected, it 
must - be for their own sake, or, in other 
words, because it is considered desirable to 
possess the stamp in a]l its known phases. 
Advance to the coUection of watermark, or 
perforation, and you admit tliat the stamps 
themselves, apart from their ilhtstratlve valtie, 
have sufficient interest to justify the study of 
thok* specialities ; that the history of every 
design is worth tracing through the various 
mu^tatioiifs of shade, paper, watermark, and 
perforatdon. And why should they not be ? 
If they are worthy of any beyond the most 
superficial examination, they are worthy of 
being accurately and carefully annotated 
upoa*. In the skidy, as in the collection of 
»; it-is useless to stop halfway. The 



despised diflerence in paper or perlbiPatiQn 
may point to some more important factcon^ 
corning the stamp in which it appears^ 
which would otherwise remainhidden. Know<- 
ledge is power, and, indeed, unknown power^ 
The value of a &ot cannot always be esti«. 
mated at the time of its discovery, but once 
carefully noted it remains available for future 
use. Researches are nothing if not acQurate; 
and thorough; vague and superficial obser-*- 
vations mislead instead of guiding, and ane^. 
therefore, worse than useless. 

And again, a collector who resolves to- 
enter upon the study of stamps with genuina 
earnestness, can scarcely be satisfied with 
merely knowing that such and suda varieties 
do exist. Varieties are neither so difficult 
to obtain, nor so expensive, that a little care 
is not well and .profitably used towards their, 
acquisition. We do not say that it is neces-; 
sary that cdlectors should aim at possessing 
every variety. In respect of shades, for in- 
stance, difference of opinion ynll always exist 
as to what are sufficiently marked ta ba 
worth inserting in an album, and what are 
not. Some wild retain only those -wbick 
show a very perceptible variation, whilst 
others will collect every stamp which in the 
least degree deviates from the standard, and 
obtain at last a collection, showing the 
gradual advance from one tint to another. 
We ourselves should useoautton in admitting 
any unknown variety, and should hardly -dp 
so without its existence as a distinct, ^ade 
were evidenced by at least a dozen spieedni^i^. 
Oollecters- who have not had opp(9a?tuiii|ie^iof 
inspecting entire sheets of titamps,ioata,]eM^4}t§ 
imagine what difiereoce in eoloufl^ is \SQ^e- 
times seen between the rows- at'one^ aii^ tM^ 
rows at the other end of a sheet.- Wheft- the 
inked roller is first put on the plate, di m^st 
contain more ink than wheii it is taken ^ff, 
and, if care be not exercised by the workman, 
the outer rows will be of a somewhat darker 
shade in oonsequence, aaad the Jbeuer lines 
of the stamps forming' thoise rows may alic|Q 
be filled in from the same oauSei .< 

Many collectors Would, perhaps, Only col- 
lect authorised and intentional varieties, but, 
without reference to the. difficulty, such 
collectors . would experience in deciding in 
many instances which do, and wjbich dp not 
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dCme Trithin'tlat categtory,'it d6es not appea* 
to-tts logical to stop at tbe colletition of that 
class.'- They ahonM, at any rate, go oh to- 
include stamps which uQiformly show a 
TariaKon'in some point, even tfaongh the 
anthority for tbe same bo not clear. "VarU- 
tlon oF eblbnr, as"wc have Baid, is, to h cer- 
tsita extent, a point for individudt ofHnion, 
but perfoi-ation and paper iire distinct va- 
riettes respeetmg *hith there an be no 
qntSstton; ami these, we think, shonld, upon 
principle, be admitted, for it should be re- 
feenVbtredthit'a stamp consists not only of 
the assign, bttt'of the ■paper on whieh it is' 
printed; ■■•'■"■ 

'Whilst, ho-wever, aocepting 'certain general 
priiaeipTei for ^idance, philatelists wilt find 
the're is still' srifflcient room in tDalriiig a 
collpction for the eiorcise of indiri^nal taste 
and discretion. Betweeii the books of half- 
a-dozen amateurs of the ' Flinch ' school as 
much difference wduld, doubtless; be fbhnd 
in detail;'Btyle of starrtps, and arrangenient, 
as' would be observable between the books' of 
half-a-dozen boys. ■ - ■ ■ . 

"WEWtt-isSUED OH.JNEOITEI? 

, . , ...,.,, , .. STAMPS. ..... 

BoHYiA.— We have at length the pleasure 
of welijoming- a'stamp -which nnqnestion- 
»bly (toeS poiStal dnty in this irmcceSsibte 
country.- Tboug-h we are not in possession 
of the goPeranienb order for its emission, the 
foct that the Htftmp has been received upon 
l8tbei-9 from Itelivia, snfficieiitly establishes 
its'6hftraet«r'. - We are indebted for our own 
specimen'to a correapondent, who came into 
of it from private Sources. We 
give an engrat'ing'of this 
last awjnlHition, whereby 
wur readers will see that 
Uelivia has still to equal 
■the isBneft of Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica. The 
design in simple, and its 
executJon rough, just 
such asmigbt beexpec ted 
nti^, andshowing Withal a 
ipleasing individuality. In 
i rather above the arrange; 
is ctihMir, a deep Bap-greem. The paper iri 



from sach a < 
mdfe, but no6 
siee the stamp 



white, bnt sligheiy tinged wit3i4:h« hoe of the 
impression, and having tlienee'«Q old and 
womlook. TojndgebyonrepeoSmwi(whieb 
we may tenSaric, «« jvoHont, bears^epost^.' 
mark paz), the stamps are widely epnoed 
upon tlie sheets. The inscription on the 
right (c(}KT«4T(»), signifying ' dontraots/' w6 
take to mean that the stamp may foe affixed 
to contracts as well as letters. 

SwiTKEHtASD:— 'We have this tnontb to add 
anotbeip tiJ tti*' re- ... 

oently - disoovereiJ 
&ankst&mpa«f'thiB 
cotmtiry. The ao- , 
nex^ iA istnced, OgI 
the inscriptiim'iHi- f 
portsj by the aatbo-^ i 
rities of the cbm- ) 
mn ne of Bardon Aex, 
in the r^pUbllo and 
canton of Gtenev^. 

and ia found impressed in blue on the upper 
right corner of enveloped used tw owner tittf 
otBciat curfespondence of the ^maane. 
Opposite the stamp are tbe abbreviations, 
aff. off., signifying affaire opicielte. I^hongb 
chronicling Ihe appearance, or resuscitation 
of these stamps, we are tbr ^om recom- 
mending their collection, as th^y'do nob 
represent afly charge for postage, bot, on the 
contrary, indicate eiemptiiMi frt>m «harg<t.' 
They hare jnst the same value as the im- 
print, ' On Her Majesty's Service,' virhich 
appears on all the envelopes nsed ftn" gorem- 
ment letters in this comitfy. . . • 

HotLASD. — ^The design described' by ^s 
last month, turns out, after all, ia be ihat of 
the intended new series. The ooIObts, ws 
are informed by a oorresponijenfc, 'will'be the 
same as those of the specimens- ejthibit«d at 
Ptrrisi with ono esoeption,-^tbe 60o. will be 
in gold, instead of bistre. The three highest 
values, 20 c. green, 85 C; ridlet, and 50 o. 
gold, are to be issued to-day; the tower' vatoes, 
upon the eichanstion of the stock of the pre- 
sent type. A one-cent stamp, wlncbU. Mottag 
describes as engraved on wwod, aad ibearin^ 
tbe national arms, is alsb to beemitted. 

Mbxico. — It is stated that the first type, 
bearing the effi^ of t^e ottri Hidalgo, btw 
been provisionally placed tneireahrtioa a^n. 
Our antfaority, he 2ViR&r>9-i^Mt0,S)cn>tiDn»tbe 
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reoaipt of a 4 realee rose npou tbin blue 
paper, and of a 2 t-eaiea printed in black ou 
gpsen (exactly aa tbe eame value in the 
aacaad Jsaae), each imperforate aud nnwaler- 
marked. 

GitBiT Bhetain. — The enrreut 3d. a»d Gd. 
are now isaned [H-iated on paper bearing the 
new rose waterranrk. 

Virgin Islakds.'— Oar. pnbliahera have re- 
ceived a. letter. fronj the postmaBler of Tor- 
tola, encloaingj by direction of the governor 
of tb&^tandij Sir 4-i'tbur Bumbutdt, Burt,, 
speotmeas of the' sbDljiig slai^, with a dif- 
fe^nt border. The reeWig^, eonitaitiing the 
design,. is now eackwed ia a Inroad frame, 
tb^ 'Jiarrow liae, which at first surrounded it, 
honng been astended to the edges, covering 
eves the pcrfomtiona ob all four sides. TLe 
coluo^ is likewise deepened into carmine. 
The sSiact of the wide external frame is to 
make the ataOip-appear considerably larger 
than the original, though it is, in fact, exaotly 
the same siae. Under its new aspect, the 
stamp is decidedly a showy one ; but opinion 
will diSbr as to the taste maiilfeated in the 
addition. 

PoHiuOAi*.— The 25 reis stamp was issued 
on tlte Otb inst. perioi-ated. The other values 
will no. doubt follow Guit 

•AuSTHii.-TTiienewkreazer and soldi serias 
oow Uttuiber two additional valueB, via. ; — 
25 kr. and soldi 



50 



daloi 



Tlte first are of the type emitted in June; 
of the second we annex 
engrarings. It .will be 1 
Been that the design of ' 
thelatt«riaof onoroate ! 
type, in which the va- ! 
rioaa parts are well pro- | 
porbioeed, and com pose i 
a harmwiioHs whole. ' 
The head is the same | 
ns that used for the 
lower valnes, and .in, it will be seen, sur- 
mounted by aa iippeiinl crown. The colour 
of the hi|ijieBt value jb a peculiarly delicate 
tint, which we describe as salmon, in default 
of a better term, and contrasts atrongly with 
the brilliant hues of tiie lower values. The 
papw is the same «8 that employed for the 
otfaeK, members, of tJie series — wov^n, and 



the perforations are considerably finer than 
appears from our engraving. The new 
stamps were issued on the 1st ultimo, ^d are, 
_ unquestionably, much 
required. Hitherto the 
highest value of th^ 
adbesives has been only 
15 kr., equalling about 
4d. . (which does not 
prepay the single rate- 
.tp this conntry), add 
thqs the use of eeve^^ 
stamps, oq most Jetber^ 
to foreign partfl was necpeaitated- The ne)f 
labels are worth respectively aizpenoe ^od 
a shilling, and will to a great e,Etent do away 
with this inconvenience, which the existence 
of 25 kr. .envelopes did little to mitigate. W» 
are without information at present as to tl)a 
issue of 50 kr. and soldi envelopes ; but thq 
experiment of issuing 30 and S5 kr. envelopes 
in 1861 not having been found to answer, 
may possibly prevent their emission. 

Italv. — Our Parisian contoraporary, L^ 
Tinthivpkile, gives currency to a ropori) 
that it is in contemplation to issue a new 
series of stanjps for this country, bearing^ the 
head of Victor Emmannel encircled with the 
famous Iron Crown. Two new values will 
be ttie first to exhibit this type — a 50 c, 
stamp for registered letters, and a 1 franc 
stamp. The same journal announces that .a 
4 centimes will beemitted, with crowned 
portrait, and an oval surmounted by the 
' star of Italy.' 

Hkw Sodtu Walks. — A Sydney starop^ 
twopence blue, (horisontal grouudwiMrk}, 
without, the /motto, 6ie farlie etiitria, o'vvii, 
has, according to Le Tlinbmpkile, beea 
discovered. 

CiiYLON. — Tbe fivepence is now. printed 
green,. of a dull yellowish tint. 

GaKir Bkitaih, — The decision of Sir 
Thomas Henry upon the Circular Deliveiy 
Office case will, iii all probability, lead to tbe 
entire suppression of all the circular stamps 
iu use in £nglaud, if not of those in Scotl&nd 

SaV GuiiaDA.— We have received, what 
to us ia an eutire uovelty,Tiz. : several cu|»es 
of the 10 centavos,. second issue of the Couo 
federation) printed in bri^hl green, instead of 
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tlie ordinary reddish brown. This colour for 
the ten ceuts does not appear in any of the 
catalognes, nor in the various dealers' lists, 
with which we are acquainted ; and though 
this issue is most fertile in shades of colour, 
so much BO as to cause M. Levranlt to re- 
mark in his French edition, that he is led by 
their quantity to suppose some to be due to 
reprints, yet the only value which has affected 
a green hue has been the 2| cents. The 
green now before us is very clear and bright, 
quite dissimilar from that of the 2| cents. ; 
the printisig is fresh, and the paper un- 
gummed. We are, therefore, inclined to 
think this certainly is a reprint, and, if one, 
so dtmbb, should collectors create a demand^ 
a hundred fresh colours may be manufactured 
for them, and their credulity and the length 
of their purses alike tested by a fresh set of 
Concocted proofs, 

Abgentinb Republic. — By this mail we 
have received sheets of a temporary issne of 
the 5 centavos, head of Rivadavia, type that 
which is now in use. The current iiisue of 1 866 ' 
of these stamps being exhausted, those now 
under notice appear to have been struck off; 
they are of a rose carmine, printed on 
thinnish paper without any watermark, 
and are un perforated. We may take this 
opportunity to say we do not accredit the 
brown variety of this value as any other than 
an accidental change. 

Trinidad.— We have seen during the past 
month private stamps, stated to be issued by 
a company (firm) in ihat island, and to have 
been obtained by its possessor from ^ a re- 
lation of the owner of the company.* The 
supposed use was * for the same put*pose ' as 
the Pacific Steam Navigation Company's 
stamps. Of course the above, which is all 
the information we received,' carries its own 
reputation with it. ' If genuine, the stamp is 
at best the mark of a private firm, and never 
had, and never could have had any currency 
in Trinidad, a British colony, whose postal 
arrangements are under the sole control of 
the government, and where it is unlawful to 
establish any rivalry to the state monopoly. 
And again, the Pacific Company's stamps 
referred to had government sanction, an^ 
were used as official stamps in Peru fbpsome 
time *f we should like to know what govern- 



ment ever sanctioned buc^ use as is alleged 
for the specimen now under notice. 

The stamp itself is an upright rectangle, 
about the size of a threepence view of 
Sydney, a small engraved lined border 
surrounds the mai^TB : in the upper part is 
a steam vessel at sea, under saU and steam ^ 
to the right, and beneath, the initials,' L. 'm*' l., 
in large text capitals; the devices are in 
white, aad tiie background of the stamp is 
formed of a shading of fine perpendieulttp 
lines^ It IB printed in d«ep blue <»i ^ckish 
yellow paper without watermark. The 
L, M* L. is ex{^ained to be Petisr M* Loyd 
8f Oo.f and the possessor asked the modes^t 
sum of five guvneae for this copy, which, if 
genuine, half-a-crowB ought to mo<re than 
buy. . • 

Pewt.— New stamps of the value- of 10 c^ 
and 20 e. have just arrived, the description 
and engravings whereof we must dofor until 
next month. 



POSTAGE STAMPS IN THE PARIS. 

EXHIBITION. 

{Ootttimtai/rom ptiff^ 136). , 

Amoko the exhibitions of the English colonies; 
Dr. Magnus finds very little of interest con^ 
nected with postage stamps, and accounts 
for this absence, very justly; by the fetct 
that most of their stamps are made in this 
country. * Victoria displays her- current 
series, and also a table of postal statistics, 
showing the great increase in the corres- 
pondence of the colony ; and in the Cauadian 
department, M. Boissonnault, of Quebec, 
shows an indicator box for the post-office--»- 
whatever that may be. 

It is not until the learned doctor arrives at 
the United States that he finds aught wortby 
of attention. Here he meets with the case 
of the American Bank-Noto Company — ^a 
four-sided pyramid, upon which are shown 
some of the principal stamps engraved by 
them. On one side are rows of the new 
vermilion one^real of Salvador, 4Uid of the 
one-real' red Mexican, with ^f&gj of the eure 
Hidalgo ; on the second side a row of the 
green 100 reis Brazil, and specimens of the 
new Chilian 20 G. green; and on the third 
a number of proofs, in gre«ft^ of tiie lOxx 
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Nova Sootia. These are all the staoips shown ; 
the fourth side of the case is taken up with 
uninteresting objects, and the other three 
contain, together with the postage, a number 
of oommercial stamps and bank notes. This 
is hardly the show of stamps we should have 
cxpeoted from the Company ; the Costa Ki- 
can, Kicaragnan, Peruvian, Canadian, and 
other of their excellent works of art, are 
absent, and the specimens exhibited are very 
few of theojt first-rate samples of their work. 

The iN^aiional Bank-Kote Company pre- 
sent an album of stamps and bank-notes* 
Tbe stai&ps are upon sheets of card, in five 
r<M7& i)i ten stamps^ and. comprise all the 
current United States adhesives in their 
official ook>urs, and also the three-cent marked 
* specimen.' These stamps, Dr. Magnus says, 
'are certainly admirable in their execution, 
bat they are mi^e works of trade than works 
of art, as is proved by the mathematical 
regularity of the machine-made ground pat* 
terns, and owe nothing to the inspiration 
of the artist, . We would at any time prefer 
the stamps of the English colonies, eveu 
though prim and of meagre design. 

From America our author passes to the 
Sandwich Isles, and notices in the Hawaiian 
hall a collection of sheets of the current 
postage stamps exhibited by M. Crosnier de 
Variguy, minister of foreign affaurs at Ho- 
nolulu. These sheets comprise the 1 and 2 
cents (krge figure) in black and in blue on 
white, and the 5 cents of the same type, and 
also the 2 and 6 cents, with portraits of 
Kaiaehftmeha IV. and Y. respectively. The 
absence of the 13 c. (figure) is noted, and is 
considered by Dr. Magnus as confirming 
pre-existing doubts respecting its authen- 
tidty. For our part we may state we have 
received them, with the other values, direct 
through a private source, fix)m the Sand^- 
wich Islands ; but should s till,before accepting 
them as unquestionably genuine, like to know 
for nrhat reason this value is restored,, the 
old 13 c. having been suppressed, because 
an alteration in the I'ate of postage between 
the I^nds and the United Slates had reur* 
dered it useless. 

The Exhibition catalogue is not, in all 
respects, a trustworthy guide, as Dr« Mag- 
wblb'b ?esear$;hes prove. It indicates, to eome 



extent, what should have been, as well as 
what is in the building. Under Egypt it 
mentions (as class 12) a collection of postage 
stamps and passports, which, upon the most 
attentive examination were not discoverable. 
Under Italy, also, the catalogue announced 
the exhibition by M. Quaglia (cl. 8, 27) of 
gummed stamps and postage stamps : for 
these the search was vain, as ako for the 
case of Pellas freres (ckss 2, 49). 

In the Russian department none of the 
stamps of the empire proper ere exhibited, 
but a lithographer, bearing the euphonioufl 
name of Trydceri Bolags, of Helsing^brs, 
shows the local stamp of that city^ but 
printed blue, with a marone bar ; and also a 
stamp, value oine mark, which was new to Dr. 
Magnus, bat which we now know to be the 
Finnish postage label of that value. The 
specimen exhibited was printed gnsen, the 
actual stamp is paie brick. 

Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Greece^ Poiv . 
tugal, Spain, Switzerland, Austria and the 
South German States do not exhibit. any 
stamps. 

The case of the Prussian royal printing 
office confirms what had previously been 
supposed; viz., that a greatpartof the German 
envelopes were prepared at Berlin, In the 
case are shown the envelopes of Thoirn and 
Taxis ( North and South) , of Brunswick (large 
and small stamps),of Oldenburg, Baden (old 
and new), Mecklenburg Schwenn, Hamburg, 
and Saxony, and also the current series of 
Prussian stamps printed on strong paper, or 
card, and not pierced. The series includes 
the 10 and 30 s. gr. stamps. The exhibition 
is completed by the display, of two steel 
cylinders, with which the 4pf. and ls.gr. 
stamps are printed, and by another cyltndeif 
bearing the two lines of inscription whicb we 
observe on all the German envelopes. 

In the Dutch exhibition Messrs. Ensefaede 
&. Son show the three eurrent stamps of 
Holland in their ordinary colours ;. and in tiie 
Belgian, M. Sraets, of Antwerp, the person 
charged with the printing of the Belgian 
stamps, shows a sheet of the one centime, oon^ 
taining nine rows, of five stamps. In the 
latter department is also shown the patent 
perforating machine of Messrs. GouweloeS) 
of Brussels. 
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THB POST-OFFICE AND THE CIRCU- 
LAR DELIVERY COMPANIES. 
£^W4R9 Smith;, the t^efsse^ger lately charged 
with .d^liyeiJkig Intel's oonti^rj to the privi-^ 
kge Qf tli« iPpstimadteriGeinevftl, appeared 
yesterday (August 30), at Bow street, before 
Sip TJhoittas HJe»?y» to aa&wer thei adjo^^rned 

Mif. PefkQOGls, ion. behalf of ibe post-office 
authorities, conducted tho .proeeoTitioii, and 
Mr. Templex&aniiappeajiedfor the messenger, 
having been retained by Mr. Eyre, the>siaii<^ 
Bg&t'^ Ifee.Iiond^ti Ciron^lar Ddiyeiry cam- 
panyi andf the'reid defendant in, the c<i<$e. 

. So^e. ftirtber ^idienoe^ was given as t<) 
the delivery of the cwreularat prodao^ ia t^^ 
eoursa of .whiok uktr* Tein|)tlQnian objected to 
tfaa wiit&0sse8 tMsiag^' the word letter^ as . tbat 
wfi^ the^ very point* in dispute. • ' Uppn the 
ooaclasioa of the ease for the prosecutioQ, 
Mr. Templeman addressed the Court at soioae 
length, contending that these were. not letters 
at all, but circulars such as.weire daily. sent 
out by thousands,' and tens of thousands, in 
lif^ndon. The post-ofl^oe authorities called 
apery thing a letter that was enclosed in an 
envelope and sent by post; and no doubt 
any of their 'Servaats would -be liable for 
netgleeting> to deliver anythii^g so enclosed 
as- if it were a letter. But that did not tnake 
it. a. latter in die Qomm^n aopeptation of the 
tecm^ajid though the authorities might use 
tb« word letter in a peculiar s^nse within 
their own («fitablishme|it^ that was not bind* 
ing upon this Court. ? 

Sir Thomas Henry pointed, out that under 
the interpretation clause of the 1st Vie, c. 36, 
the word l^ter included packet, and packet 
included letter. And with regard even to 
excepted letters there was a condition in 1st 
YJKX^ ic. 38:f see. ^ that * nothing hiereili con- 
tftiafid shall liu/Khptsise any person t«o make a 
collection t»f mch. exeepted letters for the 
purpose o^ sending them in. the la^nner 
hereby a4thori^d/ So that even if thes^^ 
letters had been such as might be legally 
sent by hand, the collection of a number 
would be illegals Th^n, again> it was as well 
ioxall Mr. Templeman-s attention to the fact 
ihtAi, under the 36th Act, the cons rested 
on this person proseeated to show. that he 
bad acted in. oonformity with the law*. 



' Mr. TempleuMtn again urged that these 
oiroulars'were not letters- at all, bnt merely 
advertisoDftecntSi There was no definition in 
the Act of what constituted a letter. 

Sir Thomas Henry said that, in Ist Vic., 
a 33, the second elanse, taken- with the ex- 
ceptiojis, showed <clearly emough what was 
moant iby a letter, and he had no doubt that 
these docnmentsywere of that nature. • 

Mr* Manual. Eyre, the virtual defeoadanty 
here came dforward, and stated that he was 
now the sole proprietor of the. busiGfess 
barriedon under the (style of firm* of? the 
London and Metropolitaii Qircolair fmd.Pasi* 
phlet DeliiTery Compiknies. He was described 
in the oinoulats as suuDiager^ Mr; Brydone^ 
described as securektry^ waS, until last- week, 
his partnier in the ^oneem, fan t- had now leftl^ 
The dissolntion of partnemhip was not actu- 
ally Completed, but was bedtig negooiated. 
He.read the circular whii^ offered^the pulrfic 
great advantages in the cheap and pimotiial 
delivery of circulars : at the same tiane de- 
claring that ' no letters' would be taken on 
any pretence whatever.' The "same sysitem, 
he observed, had been carried on in Glasgow^^ 
where the cotnpatiy was < employed* by the 
BoM?d of Inland Revenue to deliver their' tax 
papers, which he wtts sure, the Board would 
no^ do if they believed the proeeedingis.to be 
illegal. ■ He had taken the opinicm! of the 
Lord Advocate upon the •questaon. 

Sir Thomas Henry sani,' if the: opdnicxi 
were bejfore him, with the case on which it 
was given, he might be better able togodge 
of it. But the mere irerbal statement y>6 that 
opinion could have no weight with him. 
He did not even know that the law was the 
same in Scotland as in England. 

In answer to questions, and afber theiisual 
caution Uiat ho was not bound to criminate 
himself, Mr. Eyre stated i^at the lowest rate 
charged for delivering circulars was one ^i% 
thing each, but khe . rates varied according 
to oircumstai^oes. Halfpenny and £»rthhig 
stamps were issned, and they w^re affixed to 
the envelopes in the sanie manner as the 
postage labels were affixed to letters. He 
considered that while the Queen's head 
showed the document to which it was affixed 
to be a letter, his stamp showed it to be a 
droular. In some cases the staaotps were 
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objected to on ihaA v^y ground, and then 
they were £>rwarded without any stamps 
though the same rates were charged. In 
fact, the stamp was a trade-mark, chiefly 
intended to adrertise the companies. It bore 
the inscription^ ^Circular Delivery Com- 
panies,' and the amount ^d< or ^d. He had 
never intended any infringement of the law. 
He had sent a copy of the circular to the 
p03tK>ffioe lA the tirst instance, believing 
honeatiy that he was not infringing. the law; 

Mr. PeaccKk said the oniy object of these 
proceedisglb was to protect the revenue, and 
they were instituted under the direction of 
the Attorney aiid Solicitor'- QeneraL The 
penalty of £5 was incurred by the person 
delivering these letters, and those who em* 
ployed him were liable to a penalty of £5 
for every letter, and when the practice was 
habitual to £100 for every week during 
wluch it was <iontinued. He was bound to 
say that if it was continued, it would be eon* 
sidered the duty of the post-office to enforcie 
the penalties in every case; 

Sir Thomas Henry said he was quite 
satisfied that these circulars were letters 
within the meaning of the Act, and came 
within the privilege of iho Postmaster- Ge^ 
neraL He had given the matter his most 
careful consideration*^ and he must declare it 
to be one of the clearest cases he had ever 
been called' upon to decide. The defendant 
was liable to a penalty of £5 for delivering 
the letters, and Mr. Eyre, who employed 
him, would be liable if proceedings had been 
taken against him. Defendant must pay the 
fine of £5. 

Mr. Templeman : For delivering a letter P 
— Sir Thomas Henry : Yesk 

Mr. Templeman i Then pray/ sir, how. do 
you define a circular ? — Sir Thonvas Henry 
said that was not a part of the question he 
was called upon to decide. 

Mr. Templeman said the practice of de^ 
livering circulars was carried on by several 
other companies, such as the corps of com- 
missionaires, and the post-office had never 
interfered with them*. 

Sir Thomas Henry said he considered they 
were all liable to the same penalties if they 
did the same thing. 

Mr. Templeman hoped the penalty would 



be reduced in conside)^ation of the defend- 
ant's poverty. • ^ 

Sir Thomas Henry bad no donbt he would 
be protected by Mr. Byre. However, ho 
might petition the Postmaster- G-eneral for a 
mitigation. 

Mr. Peacock had no doubt that, if defend^ 
ant sent in a petition, stating that he was 
merely a hired messenger, it would be taken 
into consideration. . * . 

Mr. Templeman believed there was cin 
appeal. ^ ■ ' • 

Sir Tizomses Hebry replied that there wtifl, 
or that a case might be stated unvler' the 
Criminal Jnsttcer Act. It would, hdwever, be 
important for Mr. Eyre to consid©!' that,' if 
either of these courses were t«iken, nothing 
could be done until ■ November. It wouM 
then be- a most serious thing for him, if, the 
decision being confirmed, he> found himself 
liable to penalties of £100 a week for ev&ry 
week during which he had carried on thct 
business in the interim. 

Mr. Byre said he should not carry on the 
business in opposition to the xuagistrato's 
decision, but would take care to forward no 
circulars but what are sent to him open. 

Sir Thomas Henry r Now take -cairei This 
is- a most' stringent Act, passed on purpose 
to protect the privilege of the post-offide, and 
it cannot be evaded in that way. You have 
been keeping a sort of little post-office, and 
I have no hesitation- in saying that you havd 
not the right to do it, and that no one has 
the right to do it. 

This ternlinaied the proceedings. 

REVIEWS OF tOSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

TJie lUustraied Poe^C'Stamp. Allmm and 
Catalogue, By G. Bauschke. Trans- 
lated into English from the German 
fourteenth edition. Leipzig : Literary 
Museum. - \ 

TfiB flourishing state of philately in thiiti 
country is proved by the fact, that a German 
publishing house thinks it worth its while 
to enter into competition with the existing 
English albums by the production of the on^ 
now under notice, which, it will be seen, 
claims to be a translation from the fourteentil 
GermaB edition of the same work. This is 



168 



THE STAMP*€OLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. [Oct. I, 1867. 



in itself a considerable recommendation, and 
as a careful examination of the book has 
convinced us that there is much that is 
meritorious in it, it is to be regretted that a 
title has been chosen so nearly identical with 
that of Mr. Staiford Smith's album as to 
constitute an infringement upon his copy- 
right. 'A rose by any other name would 
smell as sweet,* and the Leipzig album, were 
it re-christened, would lose none of its value. 
Meanwhile, we deem it right to caatiom our 
readers against confusing it with the original 
Illustrated Album, published by the w^efl- 
known Brighton tirm. 

The internal arrangement of the album 
combines the speciaUties of three different 
plans. The spaces are numbered as in 
Stafford Smith's album, but the squares, 
instead of beinsf ruled of uniform size, and 
ooeupying the ^ti.« page, are, as in Lailier's 
and Moens' books, ranged in sets and adapted 
to the size of the stamps they are to contain. 
The system of numbering, and of giving a 
catalogue in accordance, can hardly be said 
to form a further imitation of the Illustrated 
Album, as, though first employed in this 
country in the preparation of that work, it, 
in &ct, originated in Germany. Moreover, 
in the German album the stamps are to be 
placed on one side of the page only ; the other 
being occupied with the descriptive catalogue, 
and with a statement of a few leading facts 
respecting each country in succession, its 
government, rulers, population, &c. 
. The album is brought up nearly to the 
present time, spaces being given for the 
Prussian official stamps, the new Bavarian, 
new Swiss, Heligoland, and others of equally 
recent date, but there is only slight provision 
for future issues. Indeed, such space as is 
given, is only what accidentally remains un- 
occupied. This is a defect, but one which all 
existing albums share to a greater or less 
extent, and will hardly render the book any 
ihe less acceptable to beginners and young 
collectors, for whom it is, after all, more 
especially fitted. The paper is good, the 
type clear, the title pa^e is ornamented, and 
a page portrait of Sir Rowland Hill is given. 

There are three bindings, viz. : in coloured 
boards, in plain doth, and in fancy cloth with 
gilt edges. The copies bound in coloured 



boards are extremely cheap; the same amount 
of printing could not be given in this country 
for the money, except in the oaiSe of books 
which sell by the hnndred thousand. For 
more advanced collectors desirous of pro- 
viding a temporary receptacle for their 
stamps, until snch time as may be conve- 
nient for arranging them permanently, this 
book would be very useful, as well as for our 
juvenile friends^ 

' « « I I . .r I I . , .1 Ill . . , I - I.I , . I I .1 .1.1 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

Dutch Indii^s. — Tho 10 cent, oanaiiie stamp in oircu- 
lojtioa in the Dutch Ktut Indies w«s made and priiited at 
Utrfscht, and Bpecimona were sold to collectors serirral 
months before the emission of the stamps in the coloniiss, 
which took place on. the iBt of April, 1664. 

BiUTisu HoNDUUAS STAMPs.>>Thtf postmaster of 
Belize, W. J. McKinney, Csq., informs us that the order, 
authorisinp: the issue of the British Honduras stamps, is 
dated 3rd July, 1866, and that the stamps were received 
in the colony on the 28th November of the same year. 

Unpeufouateo Libfaian Stamps.— In consequence 
of an accident to the machine^ all the values had to bo 
issued for a time uaperforated. There are also Bpecimeoa 
in. existence having imperfeet perforations, which ahow 
traces of the accident. 

Thb CoMFEiiEUATB 20 c. STAMP.^-This stasBp, ac- 
cording: to a correspondent, was prepared at the tune of 
the raid on Baltimore, and when U was believed that 
Washington city had been captured by the Confederates, 
for which reai«ou Washington's portrait was pUioed thereon. 

Defacbd Posxaob Stamps.**- a ooi respondent of the 
Weekly £egUtfir, by name John Good, writes to that 
aper, in answer to an inquiry as to the use to which 
efaced postage stamps can be put, to say that a good 
man once told him that for e^ary single defitoed poc^ge 
stamp collected^ and sent to China, a Chinese child ia 
brought to baptism ! 

A Caution to Postma8Tru8.— A fellow down in Mis- 
sissippi, who does not confide in the honesty of post- 
masters, wrote the following warning on the back or one 
of his letters, directed to a post-office in Kentucky : *Now, 
look here, all you postmasters ! I want you to be very 

{^articular with this document ; it is a cash letter. Now, 
ook here! I see you! Don't break the seal!' — Fost' 
man'a Knock* 

Hbavt Xmpiussiona. — ^In the July number we gave a 
description of a new stamp in use by the ladies. We 
find, by the following item, that this stamp is also used by 
the * colored folks,' which gives us an extra colour and 
size : — * An old negro woman, on Tuesday laat, gave a 
letter to the mail agent on the Carolina train, at the 
station near Brauchville, S. C, and asked him to aend it 
for her. The agent said the letter must be stamped. The 
old woman beoame indignant, said the darkies were free, 
and *' Wbar war du u«e uf freeing de cullud pussonis ef 
you didn't free de lettere too.^" and finally yelled out, 
** How many stamps he want, eh ? " The mail agent 
said, *' Three." Down went the letter, and down went 
the old woman's heel, '^Dar! dar! dar I dar's three 
stumps ! dat enuff, eh } " She was in angrv earnest, and 
the bystanders were amused accordingly. The agent saw 
the joke, volunteered to pay the money, and thus, doubly 
stamped, the letter was sent to its destmation.' — Masofts 
Magazine, FhileuJUfphia, U,iS, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

PHILATELIC FACTS. 
To the Editor of »Tue BtasIp-Collector's Magazine.' 

Bear Sir,— For the benefit of the philatelic science I 
have taken the trouble to obtain some 'official' infor- 
mation in regard to several hitherto disputed points, 
which I suppose are thus finally settled. 

The Secretary of the American Bank-Note Company, 
Mr. C. L, Van Zand t, informs me that * the hftid on the 
Mexican stamps engraved by this corapanj is that of 
Hidalgo, and that on the'ne w stamps of Chili is Columbus, 
called in Spanish, ** Colon," the name on the stamps. 
The postage stamps of Salvador were engraved by this 
company ; those of Guatemala, we believe, were made in 
France. The stamped envelopes for Brazil were also 
fumiabed by this company. Toe stamps for the Argen- 
tine Bepubho have already been furnished to that govern- 
ment. The 5 c. stamp contains a portrait of Senor 
Uivadavia; the 10 e. that of General Belgrano; and the 
15 c. that of General San Martin.' Parenthetically it 
way be worth remarking that the name of the Secretary 
is wrongly printed, * C. S. Vanzmidt,' in vol. iv., page 
109, of the magazine. 

In reply to an inquiry of mine as to the ^ruth of the 
current report regarding the forthcoming issue of 20 c. 
and 28 c. adhesives, and 15 o. and 20 c. envelopes, by our 
own government, the third Assistant Postmaster-general 
Mr. A. N. Zevely, states that * the department docs not 
oontemphite iksuing any other denomination of postage 
stamp or stamped envelope than those now furnished. 
One^oent envelopes are now being furnished to post- 
masters. They are not, however, of the same design as 
those issued in 1860. I enclose a specimen.* 

I hardly understand the last remark, for the specimen 
sent me seems to be identical with the similar stamp of 
1860. Perhaps your editorial eyes may bo able to detect 
the difference, I therefore in turn enclose it for your 
inspection. 

BespectfuUy, 

West Spring/^ld, Mass., U.S. L. H. B. 

[Tliw only dilfereiice we esn cibaerve beiwem the 1 o. envelope of I8«0 
and tbat now sent round to postmasters is, thnc the efflKV through the 
deteriorHtiun of .the dies, is rather Ifss distiiirt nn the letter than on the 
formeft undtbat tiie paper used is of amuck lighter skMdeof buff.^Eo.J 



THE ALBUM QUESTION. 
To tite Editor of * The Stamp-Collectok's Magazine^' 

Sir, — A very important point, and one not as yet 
touched upon, is tne get-up of the proposed volume. 
The fact of the album desired being a pernianeut work 
makes it doubly to be hoped that both binding and paper 
will be strong, and the printing and ruling good. I 
can think of no special arrangement to suit the case of 
the envelope stamps except liaving sheets of cardboard 
instead of paper, and round or oval pieees cut out, the 
stamps being fastened at the back of sheet, and the em- 
bossed part being sheltered by the sides of the cardboard. 
Small windows cut in paper, and capable of opening 
and shutting. Would be useful to exhibit watennarks, 
paper, &c. 

I am, sir, yours obediently, 

London, 11. F. WILME. 



I am induced to tell the plan I have adopted, as one that 
seems to me simple and easy. 

I began collecting in Oppen's album, and soon finding 
the want of additional pages and maps, I had my book 
bound plainly in rusaia, with red edges (for which I 
paid ten shillings), and interleaved with Philips's school 
maps (which fit exactly), at one halfpenny each, and ad- 
ditional ruled pages wherever they were likely to be 
necessarv, with half-a-dozen more at the end of £uro]^, 
Asia, An-ica, America, the West Indies, and Australasia, 
which I can either use where they are as fresh countries 
issue stamps, or slip out with a penknife and remount (on 
the guards which occur throughout the book) wherever I 
require them. I have now 1600 stamps, and room for 
certainly half as many more ; and when this volume is 
full I shall have it aated at the back* and a new one 
bound exactly the same, and ruled without liemings, 
dated at the back the ^ear the first volume ceases. 1 
have left blanks in their proper places for any stamps I 
do not possess, and have also some pages at the end of the 
catalogue ruled for writing, upon which I continue Dr. 
Viner's catalogue as new issues come out. Most of my 
new blank pages are only ruled round the margin, so that 
I can add headings for any fresh countries, and rule the 
rest of the page in sepia for the stumps required. 
Believe me, truly yours, 

A LADY-COLLECTOJL 



To tJie Editor of * The Stamp-Collector's Magazine.' 

Sib, — So much of your paper is now taken up with 
suggestions for a * permanent stamp album,' that although 
it appears to me a very easy matter for anyone who takes 
an interest in stamp collecting to arrange one for himself, 



To the Editor o/ *TnE Stamp-Collector's Magazine.' 
Dear Sir, — I have at the present time a collection of 
between 1,300 and 1,400 postage stamps, arranged, as far 
as is practiciible, in one of Lallier's albums, of the edition 
of June, 1863, and, as you can doubtless easily imagine, 
in consequence of the numerous new issues which have 
come out since then, I have already filled up all the blank 
pages allotted to Europe, and have got a pocket-book full 
of loose stamps for whicn I have no room. I have there- 
fore for some months past carefully studied the letters in 
The Stamp' Collector's Magazine on the subject of the 
formatiou of a * permanent album,' in hopes that some 
plan might be suggested by which that very desirable 
result might really be accomplished. Not having been 
able to find a suggestion which appeared sufiiciently 
promising to tempt me to break up my collection and re- 
arrange it, I have tried to invent a system of my own, 
and have at List hit upon one which has at least, 1 think, 
the merit of originality, and I believe It to be the only 
plan at present suggested T)y which the desired object, a 
really * permanent album,' can be attained ; its adoption 
will, however, necessitate the entire re-arrangement of 'a 
collection, which is a serious thing with a large one, and 
that on what I believe to be an entirely new principle, 
and one quite different to that which I believe to be now, 
under various forms, almost universally followed. 

My idea is, that in order to form a * permanent album,' 
instead of placing all the issues of the same country to- 
gether, one should place all the stamps that were issued 
in the same year together ; these might either be arranged 
still further chronologically, in the order in which they 
came out during the year, or, as it will perhaps be difficult 
with some of the earlier issues to find this out with 
sufficient accuracy, either geographioally or alphabeti- 
cally, according to the taste and fancy of the collector. 
AVe should thus begin with the first English stamps in 
1840, and proceed to arrange all the subsequent issues of 
all nations in the order in which they appeared, so that 
each collection would in itself form a history of postage 
stamps, to assist which notes might be written on the 
opposite pagOt descriptive of the stamps, giving the 
reasons for Uieir issue, if known, &c., &c. There would 
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be no occasion for blank pages in the nnddle of the 
book for new issues, as all these wouW come in their 
proper order at the wd-; und tho tirtamiie already iflfsued 
Doing .known, spaces coald b^ allotted to them with 
acciirdcv, and without any necessity for looking forwai d 
to any future issues. 

I shaU he very muohobligvd if y<m «an flad »pae« fbr 
this among the * coriespondeuce ' next month, as I should 
be glad to hear your opinion and^those of some of your 
oontiibtrt^rs upoii it. lam -award that it would produce a 
^reat ohange-iti th6ord(»E<)f ithft ataivpi in th» book,* but 
if the i^ew order is betbu* than the old one, thatshoiUd'H^ 
be consldei-ed a serious disadvantage, especially as the 
result wiil^ 1 thinkr, tii^'tlie formatidn tfi a really *per- 
nianeat album.' : <. • • 
I enclose my card, 

■ And remain, yours very frutv, 

^orKieh. CHBTK'. 



, ; THB POST MAj&AZINE. . 

Sia,— I bav«,ia my oollBOtieii a- copy of the Post 
Magazine described ia your postal chit-chat. From in* 
formation contained in it, I am able to s^ate tbat tae first 
number appeared Saturday, 3'uly I8th, 1840 (not 18U as 
your notioe sttpposes), jfy copv passed through the 
post-office November 21st, 1840, but as^ unfortunatelyy 
the first printed page is Avanting. 1 am unable to determine 
the date of its publication* The Pbut Magazine was 
published every 6atu|:day, and ft cbnculatfon ot dOOO copies 
was guaranteed. The ppospectiis states tbat of the first 
number 7000 copies were sold, and pi-ocecds to detail the 
design of the magazine in a style of pujf^y so worthy of 
Bamum himself, that| in addition to xi» fi^w extracts you 
have already given, I cannot resist quoting the following, 
which may not perhaps pccur in your copy : — ' The strong 
approval expressed by all to whom the plan of the maga- 
zine haa been explained is a guarantiee of it9 Success ; its 
novelty will excite immediate attentioii^ — ita utility 
cannot fail to ensure peiinanent support. An original 
p:>em will appear in evtory number,-*-now and then an 
original article in pros? ; aad sluoukl ^dvertis^s not be 
too eiger to run away with his columns, the editor (if so 
high sounding a title may be assumed) will offer his 
oiMaloiw on the usual subjects which occupy a place in 

periodical publications He will emdjeaMour tihf^ thfi. 

value of his seUctions shall leave little to be complained 
of.' The shofet containing the * original poett* is un- 
fortunately waj^ng in rav copy, but if one may estimate 
the * value' of th^ articiea selected froa^ the aBeoimen 
before pie, *The natural history of ihet?rocodile,' 1 should 
place it dt a very low figure indeed. Whether the Pobi 
jtlagaxim lacked * permanent eupport.' becau^ the puUie 
fliiled to estimate its * utility,' or whether it sank luider 
the pressure of competition, I cannot say, but I rather 
fancy it had but an ephemeral existence. That it 
was subjeqt ti^eompelitioii is certain, as I have a Mulready 
cover in my collection, tl\e whol^ o/ which is filled with, 
printed advertisementa of the SocieCy for the extinction of 
the aiave Trade. Amongst these notices is^ ah allusioft 
to. a meeting whl^h had l^cently take'n pUcje on the 1st 
June, ,1840, from whence X infer that these advertising 
Mulreadys must have beeti coil temporary with the Po-^i 
MagazifM, Perhaps iii tha fiyrthcom'iiig History of ihb 
Penny I'ostage, by S^r Jlowlftnd. HiJU, wo may leara under 
what circumstances, and up to what date, advcrtiBementd 
were allowed to be printed on government paper. At the 
end of th« adrertisements in my copy it is stated that 
Hulready covers, containing notices of the aociety, jnig^t 



be purcha^d at tha o^c«a af thje>8ociety^ 15^ Pariiaraent- 
8tre€*, at Is. aiid 2g. p*r dozen resj^ectively. And here 
permit me to say that 1 think you are in error in supposing 
that the price of post-office envelopes was<- in i84J, la. 3d. 
per dozbn. To the best of my re<j(Sllectfori (but T was 
very yo^no^ ati the time aRdi then 8eld(}m wrote a letter), I 
never paia moret itlian Is.,p^r doze^. for the penpy Mul- 
ready envelopes. 1 befieve it is only since the embossed 
atanipa l^ave bei-n *1'ntiy)d«c0d that the paper forn&ing the 
anvojopQ haa beeri chafgc^ for. 



■' Ciifton: 



Yours fi'uly^ 



FENtdl^IA. 
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AJ!«SWBRS TO GOaBB&ROJSmiBNTS, 

T; T^ LireipwJl.— Thto' Q^ieen'slarid '5s. is of the same 
t^pe as H« couga9er», and cvlourrd pink. . 

l.NQUiM'nvB.— The penny orange -.vellow N*tal haa nqt 
been reprinted, — The 4 c. United States envelope was 
printed on both whit^ and" yellov^' laid paper. ' ' • ■ 
. 6tJB.sQiUBBU.--'ll)e rata ^f aulHKjriptiim to our own 
magazine for foreign «ountrie4 i^ regulated by tha charge 
foi" postage of registered publications to. those countries. 

W test Indian, Plymouth:— LeVrauU names five kindi 
of Grenada stamps yi^, : tha Id, ^reen and'6d. camiiDe* 
iuithoiit and tcitn star watermark, and tb? red-orange 
variety of the latter value, issued tfiis year. 

H. H, C— -The prices and colours of the new Egyptian 
stamps are given in the l^t number of the maguidhe ; 
we should, "however, observe in corxectipu. that (ho 
one piastre is in fact lake-red, not vennilion. 

WAYSuifiLUK, Huilgerfoi-d.—nie 1/9 Ceylon has not 
been issued either ptxfprated or watermarked.^-Tour 
New Zealand 2d. blue on thick white, un watermarked 
paper is tho earliest issue on white.— There are two 
varieties of the Kast India halfoonna envelopea— one on 
white, the other pn yellowish l^id paper, — The ihome 
stamps aire used in the Portuguese colonies. 

B. S., Exeter.— Your red Turkish is the 5 piattres of 
the obMKolete * unpaid ' series. The naval shade of this* 
stamp is brown, but red speqimens are by no- meana un- 
common. — '1 he alteration of date on the Cuban stamps, 
especially coupled us it is with the addition Of perforation, 
decidedly constitutes a new series. 

NovicB, Chepstow.— Qur magazine commence ita 
existence on the 1st February, 1863, Le '^wt^*'^- Poate 
sffeSMxd on the- l<5th of the sanie mouth; I& Was then a 
single folio sheet without illustrations, and the publisher's 
price list occupied a p^reat portion of the spape. 

'T.* F., Blairgowne, N.U.— Of the stamps you send, 
two of them have the name of the colony whence the j ooine 
—New tiouth Wales— inscribed on them.— The jxxse stamp 
with flower in centre is a Swiss local, issued by an hutS 
keeper on the Bigi mountain. —The grbeh 'stamp is an 
Italian of the 185(S series, and the remainhig stamp, a 
rose pi^j inscribed espaka cq&keos. Is a ^ reales Spanish 
of i860. — ^Thanks for your good wishes for the magazine. 
T. C. G, NiswttAM.— M. Moena'is a dtfaler infetiinps, 
resident in Bru^ls, and is aiao publiaher of Ze Timbre' 
I'oate. M. Lallier is a Parisian MVan^ member qf moro 
than one scientific association, and compiler of the 
albtAn beiirifig his name. Mr: Opped is, we beHeve, a 
classical teacher resident in this country. The album 
called by his name long since passed Irom hi? care. The 
earlier editions were compiled by Mr. H. Whymper, and 
the later ones have been issued under the able super^ 
vision of Dr. Viner. — The letters and numbers which ap- 
pear on the English stamps coustitute a check upon tne 
numbers printed, &c. 
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POSTAL ENVELOPES IN 1818, 

m OVERT I^ATLOK. 

The antiqufty of everything under tlje sun 
has long since been asserted, und, fbr the 
thatter of that, proved also. It is not then 
to be expected that the invention of postage 
stamps should turn out to be a tiovelty. 
Thougb in its present shape the postal sys- 
tem with its necessary auxiliaries — adhesive 
hibels — is beyond question the work of Sir 
Ro'vtland Hill, still, iuore than one nation can 
produce proof that at some earlier period 
schemes for cheap prepaid postage t\rere 
started by its citizens, and received with 
Inore or less favour. In 1S58 Velayor de- 
livered billetdoux'in Paris ; Treffenberg, the 
Swede, in 1823 proposed a method of 
prepayment to his countrymen ; Murrtiv 
managed his penny post in London in 168si, 
and probably, ^ere the matter investigated, 
it would be found that many nations have 
indistinct traditions of semi-postal institu- 
tions iu fbmier times. 

• Wo have now to bring befbre the notice 
of our readers a series of envelopes in use in 
Italy from 1819 to 1836. Their postal 
character has been contested, but in our 
opinion is not open to question. They were 
first noticed by M. Moens in the twenty- 
seventh number of his journal, from which 
we abridge the following particulars : 

A royal decree of tbe 12th August, 1818, 
declared that the right of carrying letters was 
exclusively reserved to the postal adminis- 
tration, but admitted, nevertheless, of excep- 
tions. 

Those who would avail themselves of tbe 
provisions of art. 41 [which M. Moens does 
hot quote] in sending letters otherwise than 
through the post, were bound first to send 
them to the local post-offi.ee and pay tbe state 
charge.* The official noted the letters in the 
presence of the bearer on a register, and 
impressed a stamp, at one of the angles of the 
address, containing the same check-number 
as was placed against the letter m the re- 
gister. 

* [Afi the eoyenunent had reserved to Itself the monopoly 
of carrying letters, but permitted private individuals to 
carrj' {nem, provided the tax to the state were duly paid, 
we suppose tnat to be the tax or charge referred to in the 
above regalation. — ^Ed.} 



. The formalities above described were 
found tedious to the senders of letters and 
burden8om.<9 to the officials, and in conse- 
quence the postal administration adopted. a 
*uew plan nioro ecouomical of time and 
money. . . 

Oa theytb of Hbvember, 1818, tlie emis- 
siou of stamped postal paper — Garia poaidle 
'bollata-—w9s announced, and the conditionp 
on which it might be used were stated. This 
paper, made by direction of the postmaster- 
general under the immediate inspection of 
the superintendent-general, was sold at the 
post-offices throughout the country and by 
the vendors of tobaceo, who received a com- 
mission upon their sales. There were three 
values: 15 oeutesimi fop distances oi 15 
miles, 25 c. for distances of from 15 to 3& 
miles, and 50 c. for all further distances. 

The letters written on this paper ^ght be 
sent by any conveyance at the discretion of 
the sender, provided that a single sbeet only 
were used, that it were folded to show the 
stamp, and that the address were in tbe 
same handwriting as the letter ; a breach of 
any of these conditions - was punishable by 
law. 

The first decree was followed by. an ordi< 
nance of tbe 3rd December, 181H, announc- 
ing the provisional emisidpn of unwater- 
marked postal sheets of ordinary letter size, 
and bealring a colotif«d stamp varying in 
form for each value, and they were accord- 
ingly delivered to the public on the Ist 
January, 1819. 

This paper remained current for a twelve- 
month. On the 13th November, 1819, a 
royal ordinance appeared, suppressing the 
provisLoaal issue fr,on;i and after the follow- 
ing 1st of January,- but permitting any of 
the values to be exchanged against those of 
the neiv watermarked s^ies which was to be 
emitted in their place for a month after- 
wards; and giving other particulars of no 
special interest. 

From details furnished irora official sources 
it would appear that the sheets were little 
used^ and that they were finally withdrawn 
by the 73rd article of a royal decree of the 
30th March, 1836, in consequence of a 
modification being made in the postal regu- 
lations by the 72nd article of the same law. 
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We Haye lately bad an opportunity of in- 
specting both series • of -these interesting 
envelopes. The first, issued in 1819, is 
linwlitermarkedt and bears the stamp, for 
eaeh value, low down in the eeixtre of the 
y ■ 9> t ■ ■ V part folded to receive 

y^^^Sa^fi^ N^ ^^ address. Each 
/if^^^ii?^ \ value > is of a different 

shape — the 15 c. being 

circular, the 26 c.trans- 

^H "w^ veree oval, and the 60 

N. ' r» 'ifi « ' y ^ ^' ^^^^^^^ — b^** *^ 
\-V, r^ \t / bear the same device 

— a boy on horseback blowing a truinpet 
(the 'horse galloping towards the left), and 
the value beneath. We give anne:sted an 
engraving of the highest value by which a 
clearer idea will be gained of their appear^ 
ance; The design, it will be* seen, is very 
primitive and antique in its details. The 
paper looks decideSy a^icient, and is of the 
rough quality, generally uded at that date. 

The second series is elaborately water- 
marked. A Greek border goes round the 
edge of the entire sheet, and contains the 
following inscription : corrisfondenza auto- 

RrlZZiTi. IX CORBO PABTICOLABG PES PEDO^'I ED 

Ai/TRB OOCASiONi, which signifies ' Correspond- 
ence by private oaorrier, by foot passengers, 
and other means.' In the centre of the sheet 
IB the sout^epn' of 'Savoy, and disposed 
above, belo wj and at the sides, the words, 

DlfiEfillONE GBNEBALE DfiLLS BEOtE POSTS (di- 

reot Lon>'geDeBal of the : royal post) . Thus &r 
the . watermark, which is the most interest- 
ing ^rtiof the device of the 8eo(md series, 
the stamps being impressed in plain relief, 
and therefofre hardly noticeable. They show 
the same- designs as their predecessors, dif-. 
faring only in having a pearled instead of a 
pkin border, and are placed in the same 
position on the -paper. The paper of this 
series is of a yellowish tint from age.- 

M. Moeiis, in introducing these envelopes 
to the notice of ooUeetors, expressed at! 
opinion that they would be valaabie addi- 
tions to a postage-stamp collection, but M. 
Mahe, in a, letter published in the thirtieth 
number of Ijq Tmibre*Poste, denies that any 
postal value attaches to them, bis argument 
being that they merely paid a revenue tax, and 
that a letter written on this stamped paper, 



and. thrown into the. post-office bojc would 
have been treated as entirely unpaid, the 
charge which, ihe envelopes rppresi^nted 
being not fpr the oarrisge of letters through, 
the post, but for their carriage by extra- 
official means aad under particular con- 
ditions. 

M. Mahe. is very probably correct in 
stating that the , postal paper would not 
carry letters, written on it £?ee by post, but 
the Sardinian government permitted an in- 
fringement upon the exolu^ive right of its 
post-office, only .when correspondence carried 
by private persons was written u^pon the 
stamped paper, and thus conferred the rigbt 
of carrying, suck letters upon any persoa 
who might undertake to do so. As far as tho 
post-office, was concerned the sum which the 
stamp represented was charged by it for the 
transmission and delivery of the letters 
written upon the stamped sheets. Upoit 
these letters it accepted the fee^ but not the 
responsibility. For the sake of. increased^ 
speed, or perhaps .because no government 
mail passed over particular routes, the for- 
warding of con^munications by .private 
sources was permitted^ the government 
nevertheless making a charge upon them, 
and the sender taking the .chance of safa 
delivery and paying any extra charge whick 
might be made by the carrier. 

These envelopes appear to us very like 
those used by W©H9> Eargp, & Q(k The 
United States permits that ficm to carry and 
deliver letters,, bat they must be enclosed 
in government stamped envelopes, and pur^ 
cbasers of theses wbe^ they pay the price of 
tl^e stajp9i4;>6^ satisfy the cls^ms of the post^ 
office, and have then to pay suck fu:7ther.rat& 
as Wells, Fargo, & C,o. nosy cbarge» . . 



—*-^ 



THE BBjITISH: POStAIi. GUIDE. 

MAenr of our readers probably nev^ see 
the JBrUish Foetcd Gmdei or, if at all, oialy 
upon the counters <£ our pQst*office6» Xel* 
it is by no means an uninteresting .publican* 
tion. It contains in a small oompass a vast 
fund of information of great value, and well 
repays a litije study. We refer more espe- 
cially to the table of colonial and foreign 
postage, in which the postal rates to every 
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country with which our own is in communi- 
cation are quoted, and to the calenadar of 
arrivak and departures of mails. In tho 
latter we have evidence of the high degree 
of aocuracj and regularity which cha- 
racterises the working of our |k)8t-offico. 

Just as astronomers foretell, long in ad- 
vance, the occurrence of phenomena in tho 
upper world, so our postal authorities give 
tho proinmate date of arrival of mails, d&y 
after day, from every part of the world, 
months beforehand. Not one, it may be, 
of the scores of packet-boats which fetch 
and carry the correspondence of ihiB 
country has got up steam for its voyage 
when tho Postal Guide issues from the pi^ss, 
with full particulars of all the arrivals and 
departures for the next three months. And 
it is rarely that the published calculations 
are ' much in fault — when they are, it is 
frequently on the right side; tho mails 
come to hand a day or two before they are 
due.. Such a mishap as the delay of a mail- 
boat in starting from here has scarcely ever 
happened. 

A perusal of the table of rates will, in 
some meaaui^, exemplify the civil and 
political condition of many of the countries 
named. High charges for the transmission 
of letters from England evidence the fact that 
there is little correspondence between this 
country and the places named ; this again 
shows that their commercial relations with 
tts are' very slight, and thence we may 
arga^ that such places are too poor and too 
primitive to require our assistance. Com- 
pulsory. prepayment may also bo taken to 
indicate incompleteness in the postal rela- 
tions. Many <?ountries are unsettled, and 
were it left to the native governments to 
collect the charges upon letters from here, 
very probably our post-office would not 
receive half what it is entitled to. In the 
largest -sea-port of such countries we have 
a packet agent, who has the collection, 
despatch, receipt and delivery of tho mails 
under Ins special care, and there is neces- 
sarily a British po^office for the same 
purpose, where aho €P€a staimps are sold. 
The registration of letters to such countries is 
complete only up to the port of landing, as our 
authorities cannot guarantee that any special 



care will be taken of registered letters after 
thej are once handed over to the native 
officials. 

Intolerance, or narrow commereial views^ 
in some states still prevents the institution 
of a book post between them and us. This 
is notably the case with Spain, whither no 
bound books, nor prints, music, naaps or 
drawings, unless forming part of publica* 
tions, can be sent. Spain, probably, has no 
internal book post, her repressive policy not 
favouring such an instrument of enligliten^ 
mont ; but the United States, whilst possess- 
ing an internal book post, with a view t6> 
protect their publishers and booksellers from 
competition with the English trade, refused 
until very recently to permit the establish- 
ment of a book post between them and this 
country. A more liberal view is now, how- 
ever, adopted, and, by virtue of ihe recent 
postal treaty between Great Britain and the 
States,' books and all other printed matter 
can be freely sent across the water at a 
reascgnable rate. 

Many of the countries' not possessing a. 
book post are too poor to institute one. As 
book packets weigh heavy, they can only be 
carried in Conjunction with a largB letter 
correspondence, the postage whereon keeps 
tho service in a prosperous, or, at any rate, 
solvent condition. Thinly-populat«d and 
half-civ iHsed countries cannot, from their 
very nature, be expected to have so large an 
internal correspondence as characterises 
older and more highly cultivated states, with 
better means of communication ; and where 
the correspondence is small, there is no 
chance of the addition of a book post, and 
the higli letter rates of postage can hardly 
keep the posl>*office balance on the right 
side. 

But, though we may not trouble to send 
books to fdl tho ont-of-the-way places of the 
world, we are able, at least,- to send letters. 
The columns of names of states, cities, 
and districts in the table of rates is rough 
reading, and more than one place is men- 
tioned respecting which it is not easy to 
glean particulars. Such names as Botus^ 
chany, Goree, Mostur, Samanod, Tultscha, 
and others specially referred to in the guide, 
fell very unfamiliarly on the ear, but with 
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these, aod ojkh^a almos); equaUj ai^ grange 
our pQ^trofiice.iii.m iregialar comuxuxucatioii. 
Tha gr&sA lines tq Ipdi^, Austradia, a^d 
tbe Uiuted States are now bo regular ia 
their working tjmt they.bave.qT^iti accusr 
toHi^d.uis ,ta the i?e(?Bij)t pf Jettera at statQd i 
intervals {rqm ,these- distami plac»2s« As. a 
la^ge ladlvraj h»» ii^ hmnchea extp1ldi^giatQ 
the. remoter districts ,iijear. wbiqb it pfiMweei, 
so oarcihjef liaes:of fiQiBm.uwGation,have rami- 
fications ipto c^d c(mneqtioo3 wii^h j^he jmpst 
secluded ppots,. Thus, upou the Indian iinei, 
thc-Mfcers, far; w^d9*^,.Alexai?Ldria» Bo^oeo, 
Japan^ Jav%JM:)iuani Hadag^(;ai^ Pe^^ang^ 
ideaaion, ^a,; are cwried^j.an^ l^y.onr We^t 
Indian, aud P^cifip. inaUa .we.^^pd, to^such 
places aa Sai) Jua^ de-J^icairaga^J^elis^ 
,Gua^«iaJla, Bolivia^ ^?nd. oiher . yery/im? 
«ettie4 «part% ; besides, correapoiidu?g^ .^''^^^ 

land friends. 

•. By the., iafl:^i]|C€i.:.pf sucIjl ap, aocurate 
system tha.FOirld g^i^,. smaller eyery day. 
Australia is. now hut a little ^Istanpe. away, 
and Japan in a fipw yeara wiUjb.^ quite plpse 
to .us. All the.part^i of. i<^e,^rvrtb'are ,knvt 
together by a canimunity of interest and 
feojing which wi),! - dp n^ore .in jtiraje t^, prp* 
mote , peace ..than, ft.ny,,-nqmibw,. of big.gj^n? 
or international p^ace .Qongjres^j^s. .. . , 

: \::. mnis and QueRTEs; ;; .;. , 

, . , . , . .9Y ^N AMATEUR. ..... 

IJ E;i:4oii:iM^^70^ J»W eeries with head of Jjeopold 
ii^ ojsjal frame^ unperfojated^an^ watermarked 
LL interlaced*, tW®,w<^^^.W9 emissions, 
whiqh are easilyf t9 be di.fiti9guisl^e4 .by the 
differej;ioe . in _ thp. paper^,. .,Tne earllei: ,^p 
found pu tljicfe pap^r,aimosi<;aWownff,, while 
the Jitter are, printed ,on. a.lihin paper, both 
sets bearing: the. same watermark, OC, the 
earlier prii:^ting, 30Q «tamps made i^p the 
full^sheet, but^i^hen the-.t^iimer paper wa$ 
a^pted 300 sfampa were .printed on each 
i^heet. T^he i^sue was, fir^i comjaepc^d ,by 
ilie 40 .cen^imep ot\\ thipW. paper, in October, 
184i9^ and the thinner papor was adoptjed 
about 1855-6. Tfte foregoing difference lic^e^ 
liot^appeaj; to bp i^otiqed in Berger-Levrault'fl 
catalpgnei b\itJ: is. :recognized by most, oolr 
iectors.. . ..It .is .rig^t ..to, cajl attention,, to .the 
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/. J^ouLANn^^-^Beaid^s the recent issue^ of 
whidi .some six or seyen, valueSjare.it is 
reported tO' constitute .tl^e..«erie^, .etamps 
designed for newspaper postage ar^ in cpnrse 
of preparation. On dit^ that they will. bear 
the arms, of Holland. .. 
' A yerj striking difference.^ecyists ia the 
(till Octobei; last) . current $eri|99 of .stamps 
of .HoDand, head to ^ghi ^ oval:. /5 c blpe, 
10 c. canning 15»c, orange. ..Some little time 
prtevious tO! thei datc^ mentioned tb^ goFern^ 
mmit 9/^sed. to- print, these .p^sunp^., and tb^ 
dies wei^e' handed. over, to fprint;era,wlio.CQa«- 
tracted witjh.thagpverip^ent. On.oomp>ariu^ 
a set of the three stamps printed l>y.the con* 
tvoctorawitMhpsapriiixtad bythegoy^mment, 
a, very marJced difi^enca is found -to €p^is;t ii^ 
iflk, .QoJoup,»and, »^h> of pri^^tifjig, pe}x;Qp^]bl^ 
f n I a.n , instant . jta . any > oner used . to diacrimir 
nate between issues of stamps, bc^t di^puit 
to.4escribp ii|. words. Those qoile^tpraTfho 
aire careful to note such .matters wjjj do well 
at. 5mce to aecar^.the.later.^priutpd aett..aa 
the conibractorsy only printed )for about .two 
mpnths . from iie^ dies^, a»nd . then cpm^ 
m,qncc»d witli fh^juew isaue^now pu^«|^t» 

WBRTfi^a^jBua*— :The, naw retavi^ ,stamp» 
dmiel^.d la.rp^U^, .}» prii>ted.on yery .nmcb 
thinner paper than its predell2e3SQr,.a^d. is 
fromja>very7diativct die;, as can bfe aeeo-by 
Qomrparing the armorial. hearings, ,, : .... 

BAVARiA^tTrOf tb^ retflim stamp -pf jM»uiob 
itwo . distiinct. 1 ithogcaphjo , series exist'^ , tbe 
ofi^ which is. probably i^ ctarliei;' has ^be 
line; pf .the ,ov9X .tibickep and- ii?^re^'rCi^F.v<ed 
than in .the later issue, and the crown lis 
differently designed, , The difference 'be- 
tween' 1 tine tw» is. viery oppar/enit xm collating 
specimens of each.* The'presetil i^i^ue- ap- 
pears, to. the, eye to present no diOfe'rence^r 
between the stamps on the sasne' sheet' for^ 
Munich, Bambei^g, Aug$bui*^, 6r'Wur$bttr^, 
but in , the Nitrnberg stamps, ithere are. two 
designs placed side by side on the: sbon^. 
On closely examining these stamps, and ob-; 

seryiug. whera the right-h^ud lower ^jiwcl w 
chain is placed relatively to the d pf STiiria.-.' 
berg in the two specimens, the variety will 
readily be femnd* Gthe]!^]ina>topf difference 

■ * IThe return stanip with iMck^r oval'is kiii Id 'tiefVir 
"Se^ffiifAiwp, ' though boaripg th« ' iHScnptbii > • ttonscwi.' 
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exial. -^bS^ ik' a 6kBe aJrnrosfc identical with 
the stato^s of thd Dttniibiati Prindpalitieii, 
hfead tf'Prihtje ^Cou^a, 1«6S, 20 paras, of 
whf6h Vald^ twd rati^ties '^xidt oil the' isame 
pMe.' '"'' -^' ••- 

America. — Local stamps' br mis United 
Stat BTS.-^Ott exrimfhing a large collection of 
these th^ othbir'day, comprlfilirig fhe atifhentie 
old p6stmai*ked stamps, lis "well as reprints 
froth the original <fie, altid Varidtis forgeries, 
th& ^flowing are exatiiples of the fkets fbt 
^Ilectord "^hich it seeitned prbpef to liotef, 
b^ihg' STticli' Us cdnhot be ascertained except 
iipbn an • exjaminatibn of a c6lle6tiOTi 6f this 
«hahaetfeK" ■• * ' '• 

i Mes86nkope*^ Union-square Fmt'Offlee:-^Y^&- 
vicfe, 1»' lamp : the' eJcterior oval in the ttnte 
.Stamp is' forme'd ' % ' one line ; ' the /forgery 
has Wb lines surrotlnding it, o^o thicker 
ibsbtt the cyf.hei*. ' ' - 

• Ega^xL^ttd'f^ Eitpr688,-^e^e\, Inthetme 
^fea^rnp'thef fiag bijars the letters sx,- in the 
fdrgefy these ai'e found fceiieath'the vesiScli ' 

MblntiYG'^- ' (Mif B,rprBs^ Pt>d^:--^Mereui'y ; 
pink. ' 'Tift s fetamp has bfeen reprinted; the 
reprffit 6kii W rettdvly dfiitiiiguislied. by the 
dl^Wnce df thie little round ornament at the 
extreme "upper left-biand' corner; otherwise 

the^dietfs -perf^^-' 

' ' Si^tm&ffer^g Cliff Po8f.--l!hegetu\nestAr^ 

has no little third ortiahiertt in the centre of 
the stamp hvhere ■'the'* tW6 black lines are 
Prided';' the fafee ha^ 'a small central 
deviee placed there, thus fbrmihg thrfee or*- 
namentsbetWeeii'' the ends of the two stets of 
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^in^s; ' 

■ 'tThe'msiitlgulAhmg 'marks' of TrtatiV- other 'shvinps 
^i9rdfliiiiiUirfyiiiat»d,)«^iwlucU A«aateur Jkas premised aia 
aJ^t,. "\^ »haU be exoeediriglv, pbligod. ijC fijjf of .oi«* 
readers ajad coiTeapontieiita who Jiave genuine postmarlced 
Copies df local A:meriean'8tdiAp*'wiR 6eiid'ti« a d^scriptioii 
9C th^n ; or, -batter ^ili, £afrwaixl . us the tpecinoK iw a 
few davs* exanjinatipa preparatory to.a JWPeif on this sub- 
ject, which we contiemplate publisiiin^. '^ We will return 
the 'specimens -Mtbout ddtay after having <fuiy rioted 
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POSTAGE StAMPS m JEtB J^ARl^ 
. ' EXJHIBITIOJSr/. .: 

In .the gallery of English machinery, near the 
pyramid of Australian gold, is all tiie materidi 
constittifting lin English post-office. Here 



are showti the tables where jo'urnWs' are 
sorted, and that whereon letters are stai^ped; 
with the stamping inadhine, letter' weights, 
ftc. Farther along is the pbst-bffioe counter^ 
on ohe Bide of ^hioh stands 'a pillar-box, and 
on the other a second box fixed in the wall. 
Here also is a model of Messrs. Turner^ Oo.'s 
machine for liftih^ the clerks and th^ mails 
at the Lotidon' post-office, and on a table 
are shofwn sample- lettetsbags, -with the 
Vi^ettes fbr'markiiig'thfem, and theAi^nd 
lAmp used in the travelling post-office. 

We are next Hntrpdu^red to -the vehicles 
by which 'the patskets are traismitted: But 
ffiret we s6e a miniature model of the old 
royal mail Cdach w;hich plied between London 
and'Liverpoolj and then • rail wtiy Carriages 
rolling along a small line. This sight a-ttracts 
general attraction. It is a represeiitaStion of 
the tfavelKng poi^office-, and includes all 
the appurtenances. > 

' Together with this tire a lar^e number of 
English postage stamps and envelopes, conr- 
prising the two Muli-eadys ; the Id. black arid 
amaranth adhesives, with ornaments in 
atnglos, 2d. blue with letters, smafl^lettered 
3d., 4d.,' 6d.,' 9d/, and Is., and the larger 
lettered Varieties of -all these yaliies ieicept 
the Sdi ; besides these thet^ are all the em- 
bossed stanips and the l|d. essay. 

This interesting collection pf our post-office 
material has been made under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Pearson Hill,, and with the 
(we may almost say) affectionate solicitucle 
which might be expected from the son of the 
founder of the English postal sy steiri . ; * 

Returniug to the French poyti()n of tlfo 
exhibition, we come upon the cylinder which 
M. Hordes, jtiu., of Paris; has invented fot 
printing* postage stanips. It has twenty 
irnpressions in ti ro^, &nd the rows aro 
placed alteriiately, so that thef ends of the 
stamps in « one row dome above the centres of 
those in the neit. A large roll of paper is 
exhibited covered'With stamps to th<i number, 
we should say, 'of <5400,' and bearing the 
Emperor's head in black, binej land c$irmine. 
Of the engraving we say nothing, it being 
intended principally to show the mode of 
printino^, which is UAduestionably much 
cheapen Another cylinder is shown by M. 
Ch^zaud, by which, it is said, a million of 
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stamps an horn* cati be printed, and Bpieoitneiis 
are shown prodaoed by his method. 

In the machine gallery also M. DaloK 
exposes specimens of engraving on metal, 
and of impressions inade by his process. 
His invention is a marrelious combination of 
science applied to the a'rfc of engraving, 
reproducing, as it does, the artist's design 
either in camefo or in intaglio. This comer 
of the gallery is his workshop, where the 
plates arc engraved, and tlie stamps printed, 
and all round are shown his prbduotions, 
which include the M61do-Wallachian stamps 
with head of Prince Conza (engraved by M. 
Stem, printed by M. Dnloz), four in blue, 
two in orangfe, two in carmine, and i^o in 
vio'et ; the Turkish stamps', and some French 
revenue labels. •' 

M. Stern also shows the Moldi^r-Wallachian 
stamps in his frame. They forin a series of 
essays ordered by Prince Gonza's govern- 
ment, which Were never used, the revolution 
nipping their currency iri the bud; The 
design is simple, but by do meatis ineffective. 
That the portrait should Resemble a well- 
Favoured gendaiirte is not the designer's fault, 
as is evident on refference to the photograph 
(which is exhibited) from which he bad to 
copy. Besides the Moldo-Wallachian, M. 
Stern shows a design for a stamp of the 
Haitian repuHtc, which its citizens would do 
well to apply for when they wish to sport a 
set of postal adhesives. 

The engravings df Stamps which illustrated 
M. Rondot's articles in theMaga^mPtHoi*e^fie 
are shown in a lai^ tableau. M. Biester 
shows his essays for Egypt and Bolivia, and 
M. Gast(3 exhibits the same engraver's essays 
for San Marino. 

The Ottoman empire Stamps appear again 
in the case of M. Poitevin, their engraver, 
who exposes entire sheets of the lower values, 
and a quarter sheet oF'Ihe 5 piastres. In 
another of his cases are two rows, each of 
eight impressions, of all the values, including 
the 25 piastres red, and the same in brown. 
The rest of M. Poitevin's exhibition consists 
of specimens of French timhres de ditnen- 
8ion, 

We now arrive at what in Dr. Magnus' 
opinion constitutes the principal portion of 
the iVench exhibition, so far as eoiK>ertkS 



ptystage stamps, vii. : ihe works of . MM. 
Barre and Hulot. The case of tke former 
Dr. Magnus was, much to his regvet, unable 
to diseover, but M. HulotHi frame eoii^iiing, 
as it does, speoimens of M. Barre's Fr^eh 
stamps, in some measure supplied the 
omission. 

As is well kn<>wn, M. Huloi is the author 
of the electrotyping system now generally 
used for the produotionaf tlM»di^sand pltFtes 
of stanips. By m€«as of this system he, 
with remarkable celerity, mode the plates, 
printed the first French postage stamps Irom 
them, and'Sapplied the oenbral post^offioe^ 
and all the provincial offices, a fortnight bo>- 
fbre the law wtiinh authorised' their emission 
came in force. - 

M. Hulpt exhibits a sheet of 25 c. blaok, 
Republie,^1648, and porticnis of sheets of 4«he 
25 c. of the Empire printed in green^ braflage- 
yellow, carmine, bistre, light*blue, deep*blne, 
and' rose- violet, as specimens of bis. pro- 
ductions. He 'has studied the comp^)Sflion 
of printitig inks, and his case contnns 
samples of printing in fixed and fugitive 
c<!iloufs. He also shows sheets of the; six 
French colonial stamps, of* the 4 c. empire 
in brown and in olive^^reto, the 30 o; ■ in 
deep-bine and chestnut, ' also fnigmentsof 
sheets of the latter in light-brown^ carmine, 
orange, and light-violei, and theoopperplates 
from which the 20 and 25 c. empire, the 
25 c. and 10 b. republic, and the <10 c. 
colonial, were printed. 

Dr. Magnus here enters into a criticism on 
the French stamps, in which our space will 
not allow us to follow him. His cooclnsicms 
are that the exhibition proves to all the world 
their superiority, and that M. Hulot's services 
in connection with their mannfa^ure -deiserve 
'recognition at his country's hands, these 
stamps being the most difficult of any to 
counterfeit, or clean for use a second time. 

The latter portion of Dr. Magnus' article 
is occupied with a desi^ription of the bill 
stamps of various countries, which it does 
not come within our scope to notice, and 
by a review 6f M. de Saulcy's collection, 
which is exhibited by a stamp nserchant, in 
class 89 (materials and methods for emfdoy- 
ment of children !). This also we iBave, 
but his Gonelnding remarks are woU. worth 
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jqaoting as the views* of one of our highest 
Bubhoritiet upon an interesting point. 
• ^ That which distinguishes a coUeotion is 
not solelj the presence of oniqne speoimenB^ 
or a fihHlons valtie. Whioh of ns has not 
had the good fortune to lay his hand upon 
one of these curiosities ? But that which 
indicates^ to our idea, the merit of a collection 
is the cloMifieaiion^ because it is the actual 
work of its owner. Judicious and methodical 
classing*~anarrangement favourable to study 
*-*ihe inclusion of all known varieties by 
copies either unused^ or in the cleanest 
possible condition — the prepaaration of the 
best album for the purposes of study^ and for 
the preservation of the stamps : in these lie 
the true battle-ground, where victory is not 
for the largest battalions, nor for the richest 
costumes, but for those coUeotions which 
furnish proof of patient study and continued 
labour on the part of th»ir proprietor. But 
we assert that the theatre for such a contest 
is badly placed iu the Champ de Mars. Oar 
timfaropbilic riches are there exposed to the 
gaze of the vulgaar and the intemperate, ^ud 
many amateurs are deterred from studying 
them.' Their true Champ, de Mars ia in the 
meeting-room of a society,? and it is now that 
we have ocoasicm to regret the dispersion of 
the ^BtKiets Phiiatelique. The riches jbiddeu in 
foreign albums,- the valuable information, the 
interesting details, the dates vainly sought 
£dvi 'would all* be manifest upon an inspection 
of these albums in a society of amateurs. 
What a quantity of -work necessarily loft 
umdone! On the other hand, what .ma- 
terial for study remains neglected 1 More- 
over, many ideas spring from mutual in- 
tercourlte, and id it not probable that the 
method' which distinguishes French collect 
tions might be improved upon the examina- 
tion and discussion of the systems in vogue 
in foreign collections ? We therefore more 
Idian ever regret the absence of a central 
re-union of amateurs.' 

Withoufi absolutely committing ourselves 
to the idea, we might suggest the advisability 
of fc^rming a Ph3atelic Society in London, 
with branches throughout the country. The 
establishment of such a society would pro- 
mote research, produce accuracy, and place 
stampocollecting on a more permanent basis. 



NEWLY-ISSUED OR INBDITED 

STAMPS. 

We are fortunate this, month in having to 
describe five stamps executed by tbb Ameri- 
can Bank-Note Company.. We oomiDence 
with the new series for the 

ABGEaiTiNE Bepubijc. — We have already 
placed our readeni in possession of some 
details respecting the anticipated emission* 
They are acquainted with the fact tliat each 
stamp is to bear a different portrait, that the 
values are to be the same as those of the 
1864 series, and the colours similar. We are 
new in receipt of a complete set of the 
dfibutaniSf obtained by favour from the 
Buenos Ayres postroffijcp, m tho higher values 
are kept back until the exhaustion of the 
present stock, and may not bo issued for 
some months to come. 

The 5 centavos bears thq portrait of 
Bivadavia in a circle, containing the words, 
ftEPQBUGA ARGENTINA, and the Bguue 5. This 
circle is placed upon a. shaded scutcheon, 
occupying seven-eighths of tho stamps and 
bearing a lArge figure 5 in the upper angles. 
Below the shield is a scroll inscribed with 
the value, ,cinqo ckStavos, and some orna- 
mental foliage* The portrait is not very like 
that oa. the preceding series; it shows 
greater determination of character iu the 
projecting compressed lips, ;and, gouevally, 
more animation. . In colour tlio stamp is * 
fine vermilion. Altqgether, this novel do- 
sigUi judged by the high standard wo WJ'O 
accustomed to apply to tho company-^? pro- 
clue bions,, hardly comes up to our expectations, 

The 10 oentavos is by far tho handsoincst 
of the series. No eccentricity of dpsiga is 
allowed to mar the beauty of the portrait, 
which stands out, the most prominent featu-ro 
(if we may use the expression) of tho stamp. 
It is the portrait of General Belgrano, but 
no one would guess from tho fine', dreamy, 
thoughtful countenance that its possessor 
was a military man. It bears a certain re- 
semblance to the first Napoleon, but the stern 
expression of the French emperor is not 
reproduced in the face of tho Argentine 
celebrity. We are not acquainted with tlie 
history of the republic, and cannot, at tho 
H^Qjj^ent, lay our hands on any biography of 
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ledga, \f» ^hoaH ja4ge aim, fromlus atamp 
p^^rait, to hftve been, the phQosopljn, spirit 
of l^B lujepeadaopia- Kiir^daAnfr may have 
ooatribateii ^x^mai/ia sk^U , San Martin, 
military gaaiua, bp.t we aligold ^mcy that 
tlje vork of lajyng ph& l^gialatiye foanda 
ticia pC t!ie yoq.^ Tlepablic ■w'b^ yier- 
forflned by Bplgrapo Tbas jnuclj fyr the 
%!ej 1*8 (ram^woFk opjj3(sta of a« oval, 
havjjig on ^cb ^)de a ^mall sbiqldi 'bearing 
tba national ar«i3 a? ttitijr appear on tbe 
gtAtOffl of th^j C^qnled^ratdoti, at^d tbe m^ 
ec^ip^iop ^wbit^ lettieD^Bef UBLiCA ^kge^tina, 
m^c^^jAMOS. fif^ i^t^mgle w qompWted 
by jpie r4^^<W "f ornanifflitftl corner 
pieces bearing the fignre IQ. Tt^e stamp U 
printed ft.:pne deep green, 

Tbe repawning ^t^mp of tfce ^prm »l»o 
beaca a bhai-actariutlc portrait— tbat at 
0eaentl8anJUAi:Uu,<»rS«aMartiuo Tbougfi 
aot m i^iifprai, he looks erery inch asuldier, 
with b^4 erect, Lepfl eyes, and resolute 
ejcpKBifltjn. Hi? ^®Sy ^^ " orthy of a co^re 
taB^rnl frame ^h^ secondary portions of 
tUe design hv-yv b^eg aHoned,. as in tbe 5 « . 
tp enproa^ljL tgo mach Qpon tbe space required 
&B tljq mq^ex diaplay of t^ portrait A 
l9XPng^^^a{>e bord^ pon^tftot^s tbe wclo- 
KHre, apd lA inscribed kepubula ^eoeniina, 
qUiNOB cfcHT+vos, tie ^n^e^ are occupied 
lT»th a bwge «trcIe,^ontainiifg the fignie lo 
and s^DK qiinor ornaments Iq colour this 
standi m # ^eep-blne, eixactly bk^ tbnt of tbe 
2i c Jienrfflundlaad A" *tie stamps are 
pnnt^ ^iviute, ^nwatermarko^paperj per 
fprated 

pEiui -r^otiowing qnukly upon onr report 
of tbie pvstpopeqient pf tb^ emission of the 
Jbigher Faln^ of poat|iga 
^ st^mpB, co:^ tW higher 
5 TalBesffcomjelyeptocou 
5 tfr&Ai,qti%, We are pleased 
c by snob ocular demon* 
5 StcatJOn t(> fin4 we were 

g placB betijre onr readers 
5, en^vings of the long- 
desire^ but little expec- 
ted^rriTftlft. Tbetyf^oftbeScentavosbasm 
tbe pvm«fpt^p9intJ)^adberedtoj. tlielhtini^ 
again fagnre upon a rooty ledge surrounded 



by roonnts^a T^w -ptt^da, bow'^ver-, 
has been altevetf, both b«{Ag nlow vipteteMaA 
e^i3ttmdntlbQrdened,aBd . . 

the 'awkwarrdness' of tbe ( j 

rock tia f^hich iboy wt* ' ) 

standfcg "is inad^ mare | J 

appArCnt The Irarafe "irork \ Ji 

(rf both tlteSB ^tdtnpa la t f 

pleasmg. We BHott!d otir- -t i: 

seises give the pTefference- 1 Ji 

td ibo lower -thiai, as tb? 1 t 

ibore 41rasten^ omanientft^tipa u<nwt>rwJu 
tbe BteVris sbene Srtnch it encloBes,— baVTHua 
ts a matter of taste Fnrtber deSohptiOD ia 
nUitbcGa^Ar^, bat we raoj' iAs«^e Vbti iLe 
corner piecisof tbe'SOc are6xa«tlyilib« tbonai 
of the ^|W 15 C Argentine Tbese dtainps 
are printed on w'faite anwMenoafkeii papvr^ 
the 10 c 13 col6iir^ rM™ilMMi,aDdtbe 20 c, 
bivwit 

EtfUUN SrAjCS, — A n6w Benestiasbeehfi)!) 
sobie tune anticipated for \,he P&pii States^ 
the AomiLB govsEnment MvtUg' be^n aparty 
to tb« mOli&lat^ eoa«Bn- 
tion concluded lost yeftr, 
In whK.b Spam EtlsO Joined; 
TMa eeims bte now i»&u 
issued, 'and ^u^ i«lid»i>it 
will bO dfeilppouiled tw 
learntlibittbebpporttlntty 
^ haanotlfcebtafcWit&'diHi 
Card tbe cotton label 
tjpo hitherto in use It 
re appears on glazed 
paper, wilb ddTt the 
denominations altered 
The Hew stamps bdTe a 
'bogus' look, wbicb 
mi^ht tempt collectors. 
Ignorant of the new emrtscrin, to •eelb^A4r 
them forgeries, arid wMch'r^mihdsiisof the 
spurious local Anieriba^9 Tbe-eeriee'CKSisiaU 
of the Allowing valnes ' 

2 «eBt«8iuu gcoeu (tjjie,of,^e ? ba^ 
& „ Ught-Wfi^ I ,, ^j ig, M, 

10 ,, vennilipn n j> y'u »> 

■30 „ d^k-lake , ,, ^, J^ ^ 

m ,, y«Upw ' ^^T , xS ?> 

80 „ deep-rpBO ,,?, , ^^,^^ 

The i baj \ris iho tnt^od Iniq ii^lii 
oaiitesiMi stamp, and iti ^misnoBJ oa such 
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aat}^on«fld bf tba. defTBPi but it ^as ^l)- 
^«q,aettt]y fomtd tUi^ tbta vulfio wpiild be 
ue^esa B.ad pooseqa^otlj it wtU Dot be put 
in cansatatfton its colvnr jb Ij^t-gre j 

J^OLLAiin — A&ne¥«d i« ft r«pre3eiit«tioa of 
>, th^ ^P*) pf the Dew aerie^ 
I d6Hi^jbe4 lA our i^t aam 
f b^ lj(p ^olgiii-i Qf the 
3 tliceeM»iWpo already IBS ued 
S ftto ?U K il^rjc-fir^ra 2^ c 
^ dark v^ulet, a^iiISti ? ^^d, 
■> j:i\>i l^ttpr Ifsii a, very neft 
J aPflea'W^o JJh; Q^^ cent 
stump 18 not ;«t luut. , J / I 

ISuaKsr jTlh» anfyiSiinsii *t*mp la sajd to 
hawi b«ii wwittejl by a prjvuto furlijBli 
company "bat at present it» ongm and 
butwiy 4reide9i4adlyiiidi8twct. 1^1 JtfauFJT, 
aft«c aapouflcu^ t^t, Uj^ (Joi^tatitjnople 
Jocal post has been re-established, to tl^e 
great aatisfucttuii of the 
public proceeds to state 
t}iat a senes of s^mps, 
s mdar in typo to the 
three pteviq»&ly e»ittp4 
forv t&e logal pout, m now 
m flarcnlatwp Fronitbia .j , I . 

staleiiHtiit lU would f ppear > i \ ■ 

tbab ttw stampfi were for 
-use in ,tb& metropolis V* ' ' 

tm ft giaowai odi' ^graicing -itTriH be-BOrti 
that the left side b^are, the maoriiV^iun 
K,tJSTBNBj& A eK^BVi,woi^, and M J^a^ry 
biiaaelF {nform^ i^ tliftt tbe ^etunen froq^ 
which ho dascobed WM obUt^ri^d with the 

words KtfSTfcNOJE I LOTO -^f-bN^JIt Xukt lb© 

atampcannot ba fqr Coiwfr^tmflple is evident 
rioriatte manncf of itn employment a* aQ 
cWaT'&oiB'-tbo-iBBcriptipQ Czepi^oda, or 
Xcheraavoda la 0Q.tha J>aiwho^ Swateiidjie 
m Cftodia [ and ihe afipi of SQ paras for the 
tiOTwoy Vfle pi * letter frgip one place to the 
other IS remarkably 8^U Th^ napne lOfAL 
POST though applicable to a special under 
taking IS not luied m th6 same sense asapon 
tho Constanbiuople etampi where itsignifes 
simply a dtstn(.t past ^s spelt upon tbe 
stamps also the woWls are neither g66d 
Ft^n^ nor ^ood EngliBb for in tbe lattAr 
langtiage no hyphen id required 

&esp«atingthele£tfraop the right v ^s r 
ve Istro uo mfor^gjit^oi^ from M Slaurj 



M. Maeps gives tbe native name of Czema^ 
woda as Bojftaz Keui (canal village) and 
states that tbe town m qnebttoni^ situate oa 
the Danube and the canal {Doghai} and 
hence nould mfer that the two first letters 
had reference to the town We cannot see 
much gfoand fitr tbi^ inference 

Again, H Is to 1)6 noted that the only 
Turkish charact^S upon the stamp arc 
the c(}met- fignres 'oiai it seems ut first 
sight ratbet- itnproBable that a l^nrtish 
postage stamp Bho^d be Sestltt^te of afiy 
inscription oOmprBhenaSble 6y the liatHCs 
The design abo is a qneer' ctnilbibat^tm of 
oLje>.t3 A. railway train » r^editi piLdtet 
small boots monntains, a ci^sc^t and star 
are all inblodod itf. the tentMl dence -WiCh 
llttlt i^^rd for perspective ' 

TbiB anaccre^i^d indtvidnal appears pnHt- 

5d m black, on greed papsi^ and perfonted 
kt present we catt, But Regard it *n(li 
anspicion Sholild''ffirtberilHi'tTn'itiort conle' 
to band respedfin? ft w0 elalt hot tiefay td 
give oiU: readers the benefit tbei'edf 

Br^zif — Anolh-'renrelopelitsbeenissned 
(or this ompire bearjng ibe vtdue 360 rcis 
The desi),!! iS that of Its prfedeciessor or to 
he partcular tbit of the 200 reis as the 
lettering IS of iho thinner closer type iis6d for 
the Wtur deziomicaton' The watctBiarl? 
\b iitsu the aame^COKRl^io BUAslLtiro I'hu 
colour IS vermihon ^his Value has nd 
equivalent in the new 4dbest#e stones but 
we Bhould! ^ink; tbe Omission would soon 
be supplied Wbjlst upon iliiS afthjebt it 
tnaj bo as well tj> notice the reiteratioti m 
the Btanif-CoUeidor'ii Record/ bt tfie Siatemenf. 
that the Brazilian envelopes are ii^ddD 
by lifes'^ra''Sre bltt* Co. of NeMf York and 
'not, to qnote the words of our fOcctMuS 
conuniporary by the AnHsru^an Bank Kote 
Company, ibat j^rulific soiltoe froni ^t^tut^h 
the barbarians oT ijfi^ !£asfa>rn hemisphere 
imt^i^^ aQ Ihet AtMtffian stamfs are de 

ilElnco — l%e same coniicmporary asserts 
that the prbvuionat G'aadalajara Btamps are 
only pottmarTia If this be the case they 
are the fir^t postmarks to bear denomina 
tiona of value aad to be p^forated ' Le 
limiie Pcste corrects the 4Eateraent which 
we quoted last month relative) to the to 
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ception, 'on tfaiH Bide/ of 2 A stamps of 
the first type, printed in black on green,— 
stating that» in. fact, this value is printed 
black on lilac. The Belgian jouTnal aldo 
notices a 2 ris. green on blue paper. 
' AtTStRU.— -A letter -ajjpears in lie Tmbre- 
.Po8t$j calling attention to the emission of 
Eve new stamps bj tbe Express Company 
of Leitmcfritz {Bobemia). They are intended 
to prepay the corre^ponden<?e between five 
neighbouring towns. The values are 5, 10, 
15, 25, and 50 kr:, and they are printed on 
different colours for each town ; four bear 
in the centre the figure of value, the fifth a 
oarrieiNdove, with the inscription brief geld , 

POST-PACKET BEFottDTBROTG DBR LCTTMfiRlTZER 

EXPRESS coMPAGNiE. The 5, 10, and 15 kr. are 
rectangular, the 25 kr. triangular, amd the 
50 kr. octagonal; We hopte to give en- 
gravings of each type and further details 
next month, if these turn out to be genuine; 
but ffei suspect in October yow?5owd d^Avril 
are again in seiason. 

Prussia; — On dU, that thePmssian stamps 
twill shortly be i^sMsd perforated, the present 
jier^age . en ligne being found very incon- 
venient in separating the stamps. ' Should 
this prove true, all the other German stamp^^ 
m&^nufactured at Berlin, and 'npt doomed to 
extinction, will probably show a similar and 
welcome improvement. 

' ■WimTEMBtJRG. ^— A new retnrned-letter 
stamp has bqen. is^ued, Eimilar in design to 
the previous one, and perforated. 

•STRArw Settlemei^ts.'— ^We are informed 
that stamps have been prepared for, and 
despatched to this newly-formed colony. 
Pending their arrival, it Would appear that a 
provisional series has been placed in use, 
consisting of the current series of British 
India,- With the imperial crown printed in 
the upper part above the Queen's head, and 
the vafue in cents printed in a straight lin^ 
over the original value of the stamp in the 
lower part. This printing is in colour, and 
the values and ooloura which we have seen 
'are as followfe : Three cent^, printed in blue, 
on one anna brown. Six cents, in purple, 
on two annas orange* Eight cents, in green, 
on twb ann^ orange ; and 24 Cents in 
blue, on eight annas rose. The obliterating 
mark appears to be the old octagonal 



concentric Hned one, so often session Indian 
Btainps. We hope to be skorily in pos- 
session of fiutber informa4^n od* to this 
provisional issue. • ■ 

Orikoi! B^bf STATB.-^We also learti tliat 
stamps have been inadid in London' forihia 
state, ihd are now on their way out. We 
have at present no details tespeoting their 
colour or valtiei 

- NoBTH GteiMiA'NT.-^At the mometfl of going 
to press we haVd received int^Uigetioe iiMi^t 
a 'series of adhesive stamps' and envelopes 
fen* the new Nori7h-<^erman Confederation 
will shortly be emitted. 
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lEtEVpWS OF P0STAI4 JPTTBLlCATJIONS. 

Tf^ Stamp Jouimid. Middl^ton, Conn^tibut; 
U. S. : A. Fountain. ' 

We have received the first two numbers of 
this jourpal— a - free monthly publication 
isisued by an American dealer — and find it 
very amusing reading. Among pther yiew 
and interesting items of information we find 
the following : 

PJNLA.XD.— This iceberg, inhabited by white boars, hfis 
emitted another equivalent in value to about a thiird of a 
rouble. But now ioecaptes a pnnmn^&t ^lace tthder a 
gla8»oa^e,at^iei|QX{>0BiJution, .;..,, 

The composition of i^is< sentence bmxg 
peculiar, ^d the pttnctaalionrlUiherdefeio 
tive, we are left im<dOubt,' ^fler reading it, 
wheiller the iceberg ha» emitted ^noi/her 
iceberg or another -white bear: It- would 
appear, however, thatr after this mstveUons 
iemission had taken place, the origfinal ieeberg, 
<iommonly known as Finland, was- put ilnd^ 
a glass casd'atthe Paris Exhibition. Kot 
having seen any mention* of its appearance 
thdr^, we presume it did not long survive 
removal to a warmer olimate. 

The new aspirant to phikitelie &vour is 
well printed^ bat has been imperfectly revised. 
From this latter cause we find the new Norwe- 
gian 2 skg. stamp described as of a'^rankin' 
yellow, and reference is made toM. 'Moms,' 
of Brussels, and Lb Timhre-P^iste. Perhaps 
as there are now two editors, ' the duties of 
the chair having become too arduous for one 
pair of shoulders,' such 'nris takes' will be 
avoided in fature. 
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Oppen^s^PoriagemStmnpA^mifAi, amd Oaialogne 
of BritMh and Foreign Poslaige SiampSu 
Tenth edUioa. London: Wjllum 
Stkyens. 
yo» popuUy vox Dei; and by the BOTcreign 
voie& of the philateltc people the valae of 
Oppen% album ia established. With saoh 
convinQhxg eytdenD0 of general appreciatipil 
before ns as the issue of a tenth edition 
nfTordd, it is nnneoessary for ns to insist on 
the value of this excellent album. To juvea* 
ile oolleetors, both in this country and. in tbe 
oolonies, it has proved itBe]fwoi)*thy of support. 
So completely was the work revised for 
the ninth edition, that only a few minor 
alterations were necessary. The pages are 
apportioned with care to each country, and 
Buch economy has been used in the dispo-> 
fiition, that whilst there is sufficient space for 
each country's stamps,, there is no waste. 
Taking a few of the more prominent states, 
'we find that Great Britain and France have 
each six pages, Hamburg and Italy five, , 
Portugal three, Spain seven, Switzerland six, 
and so on. As each page, except that which 
bears the heading, contains twenty squares, 
it will be ^een that the space allotted is con- 
siderably in excess of existing requirements. 
The catalogue is a useful compilation, in 
which the various emiesions are clearly 
specified, though we nofte, as a defect which 
may be remedied in future editions, that the 
shape- IS not always given. In this particular 
no general rule appears to have been followed, 
some stamps being described as ' rectangular ' 
for ioatanoe^ whilst others^ equally enUtled 
to the description, do not possess it^ 
Secondary varieties are not noticed, but to 
the elass of collectors' for whom this album 
is specially intended this- omission will not 
detract from its value, and so fav as it goes 
the catalogue is an accurate and concise list. 
Both album and catalogue are broyght up to 
within two months of the present time. 

We cannot conclude without adverting to 
the bindings, which are veiy tasteful, the 
best' being specially worthy of note for its 
richness. For the convenience of those who 
do not require the catalogue thealbuxn alouie 
is sold in the best binding, at a price which 
renders it attainable by collectors of the most 
limited resources. 



POSTAL OHIT^-CHAT. 

Thbbe can be no question that the letter -carrierB are 
an ill-used body, for they are continually beingdiiven from 
piUar topovl. 

A BOYAL oitDiNANCB ta^Hsfess the administration of 
posts and telegraphic lines ^ra the Ministry of Commerco 
to the President of the State Ministry. — Berlin^ Oct. H, 

Among the' ADVEBTiftEt) letters at the Pall Eiver is 
one to the ^ Proprietor of the best hotel in the city/ and the 
postmaster is boarding round, a week N^Uheoch to decide (9 
whom it \)g\oi\^^.^- Postman' 8'^nocJc. 

Ex-1*ostma8Tee Genebal ConnKLl.- The Hon Chas. 
Connell was lately elected without opposition to repn^stmt 
the county of Garkton in the Hou^«r of Connnons of tl^ 
dominion of Canada, at Ottawa. 

Thb provinces of Salvador. — The eleven stars which 
arc represented above the volcano on the staihps of the 
repnblu! of SaWadM^ ^P^ ^^ elsv«n deparfcments com* 
pnsing tlie state, via. : San Salvador, La libertad. Son* 
sonate, Santa Aniui, Cascathan, Usulutan, San Vicente, 
San Miguel, La Paz, La Union, and Ohalatenangs. — Le 
Timbre Foste, 

A New Stamp EiXCHAivGA. — A Iiondon correspondoit 
writes as follows : — * Perhaps you are not aware that there 
is still a latent desiie to have ft second edition of Birchin 
Lone in 18^ '•2. Several collectors (whom the municipffl 
outhbrities have driven from Ibie quarters they had taken 
up in Cullum Street, E.G.) meet every day in the Royal 
Exchange, and I have great pleasure in stating that up to 
&e present time! they have been but littlb interfered with.' 

PoiJT»OFPiCE Sunday • "Womc.— Th^ JV/3?iAir« Journal 
says:— * The man in charge of Her Majesty's mm\» be- 
tween Edinburgh and Perth, via Granton and Ladybank, 
has not been off duty a single Sunday for ettxtcen years ; 
the chureh bells all that time have l)een ringing in vaSh 
for hiiUj thiB branch of tlie civil serviQc being apparently 
too hard up to afford him the rcjief of a gin-horse. Three 
other cases equally discreditable have been mentioned to 
us ; one runner goes between Inverness- and Perth, while 
the other two serve their countrv by taking charge o^ its 
letters between Perth and Abemeeh.' 

Ceylon.— In looking over an old stock of envelopes of 
Ceylon, we noticed there verc two varieties of device used 
for th^ aeal : tho onoy whioh is the eajrlieif being a soct of 
engraved ehequered pattern, the later more like the rosaces 
at the back of so many Continental envelopes. The differ' 
enoe is very easily seen on compariaon, and in. additi<m to 
tliis, the older aet hag the nam^ De-la^lUie. 4^ Coi, 
London, embossed just inside the envelope, in the place 
where stationers usually put their address. Similar 
differences in the seal denoe can be ftrand in-tibte 6d. 
j;sm«U aize) and.dd* of Mauritius, , productions of the 
same makers. 

A Martyr to Philately.— It is with feelings of 
deep regret that we tvre called upon to announce l^e de- 
ceafie^ after a short illxiess, df Mr. P)nedonck H. King 
(better known as C. M. Seltz), which occurred on the 
evening of SundlEij, the 13th August, after an illness of 
eight days* duration/ The causes whidLreaidted in his 
untimely end are, unfortunat^y, too clear. For <^ month or 
two past Mr. Kinghas been assiduously ^igaged in the pre- 
paration of his Shndbooh^ the which he not only edited, but 
^ set- vp ' the typograpboo forms wuth Ins own fasnd, so that 
the book was in^vcry respect particularly his own product* 
ion. Naturally of a delicaUi constitution, his overtasked 
^n^Tgies at ksf succumbed, inflammation of tho Imdn 
super\'VS»x^ (ttidy after a brief illness, hi^ kbourS) his 
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Kt.' He.i» jmt gtni^, bnt reCunta Uulc 'iCa.ktla' 
ll«Wlfi*jviii»*hjuWm»hy«him(ori>ord« equnlly rnn* 
Dtt«tt%ttte) wfll gat thoio ts-numnw bv ten o'lAn^^'; 
19b dlB^ Ihinkiiig 'ha luot't caufht the inane. '«f tbe 
fiue exaetlf-, iaqai™ ''Wbeiv,.ar>' and f^ira Un his 
«Me mtlentiMi. He>qi*alB.)iia'gibfaamfa, md ]HCteii4* 
tohtMuortdi'vlMntlM cdakni|H«M ''WontaitenUni* 
I mm'tKut'te idm any lan^Hi Ud si li* learn, ha 
tlii«»t«u t} amriuD ta the post-oniW' Bithoritiea for 
Clstfoe ■ nAn IMera who doesn't know vbem.Wnbj'- 
Tuhf-winhf-diire u. I tell bini that I will rial come 



n -agaihi iWlwrennB 



rhn ttifc^jiiir arm, and 
_i --Punch. 



sat with him. -a. 

Bja, -It's all right 

■ Stamp Cow-BOTlSff a-AsOWOifr-Ott^t additiona to 
collepCoriHl piaki are be'mg cpnstantly made ia Ametiea, 
aniT did nnne' 1^11 out aeaM.'timbrophilMi %CWd b? a 
respMtaMr lnrg9 aritt]' I MtliniQitiVB uBmbW'Bf indica- 
tion J wUrsootio from penaat visblng td diapose ca Iheir 
Mlleeliami we percelvii thntThn innrnaainj; ratldisnatwi 
^aC as «ie woutd'Ot finlimagtee. 'The dessitan ar« 
inastly persoas who copuuence with A grand Tuatlj anl 
6bbja '*D the dbbap BUntn, Meh ffi'Saatrta, Prtt^ 
SaiMf; fte.,' ■tary eultf. ^nieta bring aaqnlnld, the i<mI 
lo^^t war i3eiUea—ra(^ ^oMIals Hk DM [Aeked up >W easily 
—and when ther conw to hoV, sad see ths ;r«at de> 
MiMtj Uiey will bava lo «lt bflforo obtaining miTtbiiis 
liko A^'pevKsM) MmktrHMtf'aad-the'gMat'dttBtdlt^ thef 
will eiperienoo in pt4cArilia them, thej give up th« 



Oiiinot bD helped, and ourgreateomfoit ia that the vacant 
pbLai?»an#lle4a*eoof aa th«j>«<*)UDi wbiJa ^bcr^ ia. »laa 
jurplui enough to create a steady iiitreasii. Wore it not 
S3; Wi wjttid lit aisjusteJ OUrBolfes, and thttt* atatapa 
'^ rt»3 di^j; ■but wfl h»»a evBryjeoaoa to bo bapefut 
br tbti fuliird af p^iliitelj iD.fiocrica, from the fact that 
aoUeijtdii are lijgiauiuj ti uuke stamps mare of a study 
tliaa beratofore-Tthnt is to 9;iy, atudy them sa ahiaijch of 
ait^'Mtlur than g^Utor tb^uu to maku a ahow bj Ibcir 
Kiuiom BiitJlioJ' "l bjIouc. or thair fruedom. from, can- 
cilliug' iiurk^ — PofliniJi'i Kiipck. 

SviiiFab' I'ojT.liiB Vi.rBi.~l%f IlbulraUi Londia 
Xnofnt&i lOJi Miir^, 1>S414 gives the iiAiawiag par- 
denlua ia rafennuis ta.tbetDuasmi of atooipBi baLf- 
sbjdta at iiD<u paper: — Son.'ruiiwat hariaf; detnalineil 
ti Uina wntia* fipir ^atampod for the purpoae of 
jnaaias fine tlirMi^h tliE pJiMSee, we htT« bean 
ea&UttJ fcJiDOur own pjoLjliarivaiunsid to obtataa preot 
Bttunpy a correct repmentatiati of trbLch-ii anneicd. Tbu 
mper wilt boinkilf afaeiitB, bach of which. wiU bear a 
baaulif u)l)r emboaaad I vedallioit partndi or^er maj«*ty 
<ia>M> Victnift.iiDdeil>1iDsca«spiiM*.ttK poDay poatwad 
origimll; 'intcnduced. If fbe hur>d)eet b» iatCBikd fot 
a small natewUUcr, wUeatlw paper iafeldei-theatantp 
nUI'&ll oa tken^t-Jund^KmiV'of 'As •face: osoall; 
aUDttadfortheiitporaeriptLini. . The paper ImeaMde fnw 
ot postage, may also be nsed as an enveiopo, in wbiok 
eaUitfaB itknip wiH foU into the. «l]*re of .tiie.«TM<» ei 



fcrwy, two siHi^ii lines of diffitrent butu hai 
tndnced. Tbia iatha inTeodaH of Ur. liidcanMi. A, 
taotrtyaf cqiinBDaa baTUihnn CKpeeiied nith. rehsuBOj 
to the utility of the propoded pe^h^; f^f- ' '" "*" ^ 
r»iagh fcr lU tosay, that the'filan has kaen Hoaounaed 
bTitho iCfaancellar of the JJi^Dqaer<ai man)j> aEpeiJ' 
iqhMbI; that it nill,: al leait, add, niatherifacality.fat 
postinSi '^ieh ttttherto has not existed ; so fiw (bewopo- 

-■" -^ weH ™oei»«d. The balf-*eet« wUt bo 

tbB' pnfaliD at tha prioea al'iwtnak <Um 
tnl.isBded. Same liule duUy will 



f hencniml to 

_ — . — . , tiwaugfaoai the 

DnilBd EiBgdom, Isc lasaliniS and r^ulatiutke-aal*! 

keaidci other ■liDDrmattaiaiiEa.tlunctei purely lofioikl. 
Hie Utoa of the. paper h>warar, itiacaleutattNlj.wilttaliB 
place iu the course of the enaiung week. 
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CX)RBESPONDENCE. ' 

THE IIOKDUBAS STAMPS. 

to the Edifor jof *Xh^ StaMjpCoujectob'jj MaoajIixe,* 

Ds^» Ssi^r-Iiipadditileof^firxKiation of the 4ovi^^ which 
I expr^ssecl i^pectmg,tHp«& stampa, «(: pa^e 98 of this yearns 
▼olume^ of Ithfi inagftaufie^ petinit bk^ ta call y<Hi|!- atteutioft 
to the fiubjoitted'pava^ph from tho Amorio^a l^lamp'. 

* //»>irf^*»yi«.— We aitue? an ^sgraving of- a .pretendad 
$jtAiiip for HQQdni>a0y wJiieh has been accepted ^. suohf.^r 
some-. two y0»i» ftastf hut. which, we leairft from a-uiofttj 
indie^t^bleiaource, i# Mt'A^^^uvi la H<»nduras.' , - 

Thia piaragrai^ ia accompMjied' by an engraving «iiji>iUp 
to^a0 at p< 13^ ^trntp CaiMor'; Maff^ni^'Vfii)^. , . , ; 

.'. .' '.. ; . < ' Yourp tmivry , ' .• - ; 

: . ^ ' ov^fiity taYldb. 



HOW -^iffi ^Nf i:iiOI>]E;^ to BE K^UKTEp ? ^ 

To ike Editdrtf > Tkb STAMF-CoL^BCTrQ&'fi Maqazq^b/ 

Sir,— I am Vfcry much jpu^^rfMH^hat to do withf my 
Envelopes.' 1 tttn, atleaat fii ft plhil^telic fl^sfe, youii^g m 
years, and iatnxiotifa to a<;qiiidnt myself- M^th the latest 
im^remcnts in the stjfle of c6Uectin^. Ace^rdtngly 1 
hare read your' inag$t«me, hofe forfhe'preseiit'andfor 
last veai*;' with cai-e; and find the collection' of ^nflr« 
envelopes strenuously insist^' on, because 6f the ftd- 
yanta^ in potisecinng' tlie inacnptioiwy &c.,i whioh adoim 
(of otherwise) the paper, ad 'W^U'te th^ impresked stximlf,. 
but I And no practical suggestiftnsrespectio^ the matmeir 
in which entiles envelopes, are t6 be puu;ud in oollectlon<i( 
At present J piit m;^ stamps in a ^Lailier, but feel half 
persuaded io trf ^h^^ABsdJk^^ooisltyiAesak^ recommien^d b^ 
moTQ than (me of vour voirespon^ento. i JBut they^ how«t 
ever, db not dirow! any light upon the pointy ' respecting 
which i «m'in McLoubt la Lalliet:, square ipaecs ^re 
giv«n toT t&e envelepe staihps a^ne^ with one cxr two 
excepticmfi^ and it wonld et^Tk the book 'entirely to BLOun& 
the envelopes uniout in the opposite pages, besides leavini; 
the appbinted places bkink* The pi«(^sers of d new 
slhtna do XK^ gite • any* partidulars as to howtheuilCut 
specinMOt ts^^ to bq included, ' so that I ami without aAj 
guide. ..; . ,\. , . . r ^ . , , ,,, ^ ,• ,^ r. '- 

It >8eiem» to me to be by nQ> meaAB eaisy to.pnt the toiire 
envelopes in one album. The^'WouM aJdd greatly toithie 
thickness, even if laid flat, Svith « spao6 betfAreen. tach, 
and itill>more if laid: one over the bthei-, «o as to «how* 
o^ly tbe up^t hab^esi Thlsy would' bko, itt'either casef 
occupy' oousideriible ecpiace ', each of the more importent 
series^ -three or fonr pages.' 

in tike translation of M. Berger-LevrauH's paper on 
Ihe^ ^nranj^ement of a- collection, appears a statement, 
that.coiBtinental phiktdists colliect two c^cb o£ erveiy 
enveienev one out ^uare - and mounted ioi.' tne Albums ^e 
other' kept mtfre And perfect. But ^is pkin is a very: 
cx'pcnsive onb^ and i>anndt be wdlfollDwed' out with erers^ 
cnvc>lope: Twri cepies of the IS-iand .ll^-kr.. Bafibefe,^of 
(he rar^ Polish, tkeOcneva, andothei^ t^-ould beattiuiii>f 
able, if nt i^ only at ajbeavy^and dkiproportloiiateieoat 
Besides^ though it is ver^- well fot the -leauling 'philatelic 
stndontiStO' possess eutive, as well as cut ' cUplds,- for pnr4 
pos^ of reference, sis^ students>b(§ing chai^^ withithe 
dnh'^^of keeping the well of philatelic -^Irutk lindefiled^ 
and of mcreaaingits Tolume otLioecafflon, td Ijis 4rdisiar^ 
colk'Cior duplicated are miperfluous. li^itliear a.cut ovianf 
nnent. copy- is voffioient^and if one copy^-^whick? If 



the uncut copy, thq collector niust bp cpntent not to dis^ 
pjay'it witn ma othcir (reasirre8,'*atid lie cannot h/ive 'the 
emissions of a country complete in one placo. If the cut 
np Sie 6< 
v^^jpiete, or v/« ^^u.^..^, vxx^, xx^ 
le vcsm^. 1 thiftk" unless oii 
pondentfl^ caii G\etiijlfiho^Voy^eniir& envelo|K» con con- 
reniently^bfr included fith J(he adh'^sires, I fehiill ■cbtwse^ 
the cut'Copibs. ' • • " • - ? '^' •' '•- 

. ' I im, de4r Sir; yota* t^foeotfully, ' ' - 
Waterfof'd. - - ^ D0€BTFUt. - 

Mk OTGURTOK ANb MR: OV^KT TAYLOR. 

It' > *■ I-,. *.r, ,,i •,,, -, 

' Dbiir SiHJ-^Will ycAi kindly allowing ap^e to rtpiy 
t» Mr. Overy Tayloi^s letter, atpa|»e 148 of yoto' magazine ? 
He thttfo«ighly mislnti^rete tlte*. ]Mii))Oft :of my lett^ 
(page 112); It wa» not written, <is he 6uprpbses, in defence 
of existing |>esiage-^mp alhums^ but lag a pvbtest agahifti 
the public^io|i^^«f MMthev^tflbnia In Addit&dn'to th<m 
already issued, which are numerous enough^ in ttU edn>- 
ftoience* Mn^a^^lqr aoys J^dnileotiJiiAi ^ higgl^j^^piggledy ' 
mtunner. I qui;^ ilx^eivtaind Mr.^T^ylar/fi fpltoquiatU^n-^ 
tou8eaniila:temn*-^bat<4(iiestl6n,'|iisr light to nuJcewM) 
of sucli'CKpYesaiwiS'abouli 91^ a p^jtfeeti Biirsngert^ l&stu 
He theft* attatks lay, mode of ..coUeeting in. :the coolest 
manner .'possible ; ami to- portly .p? ovct his Assumf^tioiie,'. hje 
qjbiotes,! (MI rattkcr f mitquotes .a senttneia df mine (p. 112^ 
in which he inserts «0me.w<»irds ef ;bi9 own. «nd leaves 
out borne of minei, tibereby oliiering the fleB«e of what I 
wnMbeu tguch doYAtaiUng. may be&g^ioua, but it cer- 
tainly Is not JtraJ^tjQ»ri4^« .Mr. TayiiOr calls thepriftted, 
^ttj3esicavthfl,ffe0eptiQnof .^ampel inia^buma designs-; if 
tt3 aUudi^. ais I .presumii- he^ do^s,* to those in XiOQier oc 
Moensy all I can say istheyioi^ wsoso^My^pkim deoigna. 
y&x* Taylor oomplaims of] na^ bedpl;. hvipermticaL with 
regard to a< slight gramma/ii^l nnstoHe i.bdiered he Jukd 
modew After JUir. Taylor's couPimus esplartotion, I wiQ 
even go BO far as .to. allow lit^^dtf.hypercf^cal ;. hat if I 
acknowledge. t& Mr, TayW I was liyperoiitiedl with Te« 
ference to hi§ sentences,. surely he. oughi to* plead gUiltjr 
to betBg hypercritical in the df^^cts he jinde in the present 
edition of Lollien. . fie says thatiia oataipletenefls is trouble* 
some. It ought to> he just the'rererse. Mr. Xaylc^ devotes 
av^u9letpitikkgniphiQ>aa omdaughi (1 4nm itoll it by:nQ 
other name) on the above-mentioned album. If the woiis 
is-reailyr so fuifty m Mr ^ Taylco: wo«ld endi^ronrto make 
out^ it;is Bomew«at itrange that the album should hdve 
ohtftined so ktrgea-sale, net only in Bnglaiid but en the 
sfihtinent as. well. ' The* fact of our fourda English ^diHon 
bluing; .translated, ilfam tihe fifth French' edition is tterhapi 
tbetbeSt refutation Ihat can he mode to Mr. Tay]]D]:'sas8er» 
toon that the ^tondl timbrophiliste all coUeot in bhmk 
fdbums -or on hlank thoreiible fibeets. I must here, on 
behalf of :my coimtiymen 'generally, take leare to deny 
in fot/f.Un.Tikyimi'i unpatriofio iissartidn that ;Freitcn 
esiieotors haine gtme more into the study Of stamps than 
w^ hovs. Ho /then tnmefers'td the pfctgee of Vmji moga-t 
sine a translation out of M. &a'ger*-liBvzauit's French 
oatalogije, ' toi the effect 4^at 1^^ 5 album' -system V is to b^ 
ahandbned by possossors ^H- iai^rtant ooUeetionB ! This 
is a.bimslatiofi/r'om a ixa&shittoni, Mr. <Xaylor' Ought to' 
be aa^uaiuted witk^Sydney' Smith's witty aphofism, tiiaJt 
^ everything/ loste, by tcanshUaott, -eacoept a bishos/ . Thi9 
is pamqulorly , iippli6able . in -the present case. 1 will not 
fiirlher trespass 'bn font,Bpaioe'.i k. hanre encnncdkBd thus 
isd portly Son pezsonad, poi^y on .public :gnmi]ds. 
. Isemaift, yeuf eo^ekitisehrantf / 
,loiidotL j. Ji M; STOURTON. , 
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TlfE LABGE-FIGUIIED AReENTTNTE. 
To the Eflitor of ♦The SxAMJp-CoLLBCXon'a Map^zine.' 

Dear Sib, — I wish to call your attention td tlie follow- 
ing facts rclatire to the lai^e and small-fi|^ured Arjpntine : 

Some one han said, I think in your pages, that it would 
he unnatural to supplant the more finely-engraved large 
figures with the coarsely-executed small ones. ITie ohjec- 
tion seems very Just. But where have we atiy authority 
for placing the large hefore the small .* We have only 
that of an ' official in the finance department who re- 
collects ' that two hlocks were made, the later one to print 
more stamtis and thus economise paper. I think this 
dfficial — ^who, hy the way, says the later block printed 212 
per sheet, in the face of* the government statement that 
216 was the number — may be i^assed over as very small 
authority in the matter when we can prove him wrong- 
by the goveiTiment reports, as follows : — 

By the first two accounts we find that the tiumher <A 
stamps used between I)ec., 1857 and Dec., 1858, was, of 
5 c, 179,280 in 830 sheets. Now the number of stamps 
cx)mposing 830 sheets of 216 stamps per sheet is exactly 
179,280. This clearly proves that the stamps used between 
these dates were 216 per sheet, otherwise small JUguren. 
Similarly we find that the 10 C. and 15 c. stamps used 
between 1857 and 1858 were all small Jigures. 

Now, taking together the accounts of Dec, 1858, and 
Feb. 22nd, I»SO, we find that all the 10 c. stamps ixsed 
between these dates were small figures. By this It is 
clearly shown that the 10 c. large figures were never used 
at all. 

The accounts of Feb., 1860, of the 5 c and 15 c. are 
certainly not correct ; for, in the case of the 15 c. we find 
3,504 stamps in 22 sheets were issued bet^'oen' 1858 and 
1860. But 22 sheets of 1;92 each would make 4,224 stamps, 
which is greater than the number given in the account," 
and 216 per sheet will be still Worse. In th6 case of the 
5 c, taking the sheets at 192 each, the result is too small,, 
at 216 it is too large, and the requisite niiniber cannot be 
made by adding sheets ot 192 and' 21&^no matter how. 
ConsequentlV; supjposing the fio^ures given in The Stamp 
Collector* s Magazine for May to, be correct, there must 
have been portions of sheets of stanips added t<j make 
the number there given. ■ 
, Colonel Espejo's denial' of the existence of the large 
figures is simj)ly further pi'Oof that thQy were n6t made 
during his period of autlxoritTi which ended 5th Feb., 
1858, but does not shatc the character of jtheise stamps as 
a later issue. 

The only obstacle to plla<nng the smaB figures before 
the large is tjue interesting * omcliil who recollects,* and 
as his memory IS at fttult toucning the number of stamps 
per sheet, mayhap he is totally in error; at any rate, 
Col. Espejo should know better than he. So I think 
coUectore may safely place ' the shiall ilgures before the 
large, and thus account for the more' rude execution of 
the former, and the absenco of used copies of 10 e. and 
15 e. of the latter; for, verv probaMy the small figure 
15 c. first printed may have been sufficient to hinder the 
necessity of touching the larger ones. The 10 c. we know 
^was not used, and the 5 c. we know was, perhaps only a 
sheet of this. 

Yours truly, 

a:B. 

Londof^, 

[What does G. B. My to Uie Aet, ihat all the posiinBrked eoptea nf the 
Sceata lam flgaree known b«ar the oarlieflb o^Utentting mark, and that 
the BDiall Hgnrea 5, 10 aitd IG rarely bear this, but often cariy a diOiupent 
mark f R«a wtHn {^ a- fci- Cofenar) M al way ft appareftttly correct. Does u. D. 
deny (Im attUMnUe nature of th« 6 c. largo flgneai T^Bd.J 



To t/te Editor of > Tkg ST^VF-CourKO^Eoa's. IJ>aA9iNE*' 

Dbab Si»,^— I notice in the July number ef your 
magazine that you challenge denial and maintain yoa 
are oorreet, boui in your way of poking of the sliects 
of thd 4itaimpt of the now aid Argentine,, and in applv^- 
ing the statistics furnished vou by Senor Arenales toihe 
proof of the gonn^nencss or the same. As this matter is 
one of some moment, I am sorry I Was not al^ to aooepi 
your challenge before, but in the statisticss^ven, thej:tt is 
such a msKo of figures and such a mass of coiitradictMns, 
that I have had neither time, nor ooara^^, to attem>pt to 
balance the one, or analyse the other* . The only colleetor- 
who has ever ealled publio attention to this conf^ioii 
has had his eommonioation treated with contempt, and 
had'insutt thrown upon himself; I thei^ibre feel f^e 
greater pleasure in accepting your <^lieQge, believing I 
may be able to show you what the unfortunate * Nisus * 
did not. 

In your fitst notice of these stamps you speak of them 
as in * entire sheets ' of 96 specixn^s, in wnich quantity 
^ the three values preeisely tally.' In the OJieial In^ 
telligenee, published in: May, you start by itpioria^ your 
fbvmer statement completely) stating t^at they wereiB^iicd 
in sheets of 192 speeimens, and sinoe yon give us no ex- 
planation there that a sheet of 192 meant two diioets of 
96, 1 call this way of speaking somewhat loose, and your 
strictures on Nfsus for noting the great discrepancy be- 
tween 96 and 192 quite uncalled for. Any one might 
■ have solved the probl<Nn of twice 96, but when you dis* 
tinetiy stated in December that a sheet containing 96 
was an entire sheets you should not be surprised that a 
correspondent of Milesian extraction shonld fail to see 
that you meant a half-sheet. Sinec yon made the second 
statement without giving any exphmation of the ^rst, I 
nmintain that yon wore in the wrong. At best ^t was but 
a loose way of giving information of such importance 
as that. 

It IS on page 65 of. the present volume that wo 'find the 
second statement, that * the sheets of large figures all 
contain 192 stamps, and those with small figures, 216/ 
This being a contradiction of the first statement, it is 
not surprising to find a oontradieti<in of it in the same 
paper m which it is enunciated. Ten say there, * aU 
large figures are 192 ; smally 216 to the sluet* In theoon- 
eluding paragraph (p. 67), y^o ore toid hoW Senor 
Arenal^ taxing hig friend's reooUeotion^ says they 
were printed 192, and then, for economy's cake, 212 to 
the sheet. We thus have three distinot statements, viz. : 

(1). Large Hgurcs, 96 to the entire sheet. 

(2). „ „ ^92 to the entire sheet. . 

(S). „ „ 192 and 212 to the enfiro sheet. 

The first statemoit is confirmed by your saying *■ the 
entire sheet;' the second statement, oy your sayings ^all 
large figures ;' whUsb the third relies on Jf essrs. Alfred 
Smith, who were tbld by Senor Arenaleit, who was told by a 
friend, that he recollected, the circumstance given in 
statement the third. 

I have, no doubt, created a sense of couf usion in the 
minds of your readers, which I hope they will endeavour 
to overcome, for I must now proceed to investigate tlie 
letters of (1) Col. Espejo, and (2) Dob Juan Anto 
Supere, 

From the first letter by Col. Espcjo we find the amount 
of stamps put into ciroulation between Dec, 1857 and 
Feb., 1858, was 1,395.312, of the values 5, 10, and 15 c, 
of which he says, * All I can affirm is, that the,? were all 
of a like type, without any dififerenoe in the nze of the 
minerals, or any, the leasts diecrcpancy in the form ' 

On turning to the letter of Senor Supere, we €nd 
another record of the same 1,395,312 stamps, but ^y 
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are here stoted ds pritited in slieets of 192 and 2W each ; 
80 that we have two more statements to add to the three 
abore, viz. : 

(4). Col. Eepejo's affirmatioii that 1,395,312 were 
issued, all of one type^ without any disGrepanoies in 



{5). Senor Supere's Btatifitics respeottng the same 
stamps spoken of by Col. Espejo, stating that they were 
In sheets of 192 and 216; 

The fourth statement is vouched for by a certificate 
from Don Pedro Fondal (the AccountantrUeneml to the 
OonfederatiDn), of the complete adcuracy of CoL Espejo's 
communication. The fiitn statement professes to bo 
copied from the accounts of the Confederation. 

Since Senor Supere states that t^y are in d^eetsof 192 
and 216, it follows that if your statement No, 2 (which 
Senor Ar^iales' reodlections would nullify in statement 
3), is correct, then they must be of two types, large and 
small figures, and Col, Espejo must be in enx>r (dosnite 
the certificate) in saying they were of one. If tney 
should be, after all, of one type, as you say they ane^ 
then Senor Supere' s statistics ai*e worthless. That they 
were all of the large type we have no proof but the 
Coloners recollection alter a lapse of ten years; and 
here, I think, is your error, in. applying all this In- 
telligenee to the large-figured series, on the recollection 
of Col. Espejo, who, after the lapse of ten years, can 
hardly be expected to remember the differences between 
the two issues, for, although he speaks positively as to 
their being of the large-figured type, still, when he him* 
self aeknowledges he knows nothing of any such difier- 
ences existing as between large and small figures, how, 
I ask, can he, not knowing such differences, and not 
being a collector, from memory alone state that tibte 
1,395,312 printed in 1867-58 were all of the large-figured 
type.^ 

If your statement as to number of stamps to the sheet 
is coAiect, then ScfStor Supere^ s statement' of the two-sized 
sheets duproves Col. Espejo's assertion ; but, if Senor 
Arenales is right in his recollections as to number of 
stamps on the sheets, then you are in error, Senw Supere 
is wrong, and Col. Espejo may be right. This is be- 
c<^ming bewildering, so I will give you my own opinijon 
on the matter. 

Both Col. Espejo and Senor 8upei*e. agree as to the 
number of stamps issued, viz., 1,395^312, and as the sta- 
tistics of Senor Supere, which embrace this 1,300,000 are 
continued (according to Senor Pondal) till the Confederal 
tion was declared in recess, it is clecur that the Con- 
federation issued no other st&mps after this 1,300,000. 
Now, if Col. Espejo is correct, that they were all of one 
type, it ia not possible that that type was the large- 
figured one, because we find, taking Senor Supere's sta^ 
tistica to be correct, that the accoimts of their sale, 
extending over two years and two months, gives a result 
of nearly three-quarters of a million specimens sold, 
could this immense quantity have been of the large- 
figured type, and yet no single specimen have found its 
way to £mgland pr Fra][ice on a letter, and letters ooming 
by every mail? Supposing the 1,300,000 were of two 
types (thera is only your statement, nullified by Senor 
Arenales, to put such an idea into our heads), the large- 
figured coula not have been systematically kept back, 
some must have been used. For the last two or three 
years the small -figured stamps have been common 
»nough unused; if the large and small figures formed 
part of the same stock, why were none of the large ever 
exported unused for the consumption of collectors ?- It is 
an oversight too persistent ever ta have existed, had this 
l,300,00(rconsiistedofboth types.. If we take the sale 



of this 1,890,000 as extending oyer two years and two' 
months, we arrive at two conclusions : 

1. The ImpoBsibMity that they were ail of the large 

typje. 

2. The improbability that they embraced both types. 
From which it will be readily inferred that it is my DeUef 
that the whole of the Official Jntelii^enceh»a xeUtiou. tp 
the small -figured stamps. By applying it to the large- 
figured stamp, you get into endless confusion; no two. 
statements will tally, and we are asked to believe simple 
absurdities ; but by applying it to the sraaU-figured typo 
the conti-adictious are explained, especially tliat between 
the statement of CoL Espejo and Senor Supere, which a 
corrected reading of Senor Aienales' recollections (on 
p. 67) will explain, viz., that two blocks were used to 
produce these stamps, the first with 192, the second to 
print 212 {sic, 216? ) Bjr appfying the Official InUtU- 
pence to the two issues indisciiminately, I do not sec. 
that the matter is simplified, as, in t}>at case, to which 
issue does Sa^or Arenales' remark apply ? If, as I road 
it, all tho letters relate to the small- figured stamps, it is- 
probable that the sheets of the>authentieated5 c. large 
figure contained 192 impressions, the first sheete of smsdl ' 
figure the same, and afterwards 216. 

By asserting iiiat these official letters relate to 'the 
large-figured stamps, alone, you leave no time for the 
issue of the small figures, for the statistics carry us up to ; 
the recess of the Confederation, on the 12th Sept., 1861 
(according to Senor Pondale), after which • date, or- 
concurrent with the founding of the Argentine Eepub- 
lie, would appear the stamps for the republic, and 
then where do you place the small-figured Confed- 
eration? I consider these letters to relate solely to 
the small-figm'ed stamps; I do not even think the 
large figure 5 c. is included ; I consider it must have been 
an issue quite separate and. distinct from the other, the 
statistics of which, if any were kept, would be quite 
separate from those relating to a series of stamps, value 
5, 10, 15 c. I do not consider the tests I have put on 
the resuscitated 10 and 15 c. large type, to have been stood 
by any part of the Official InUlligence^ and I should re- 
quire an account free from contradiction, before ■ I 
considered the claims oif these two stamps to authenticity 
to be firmly established. My opinion smce their resusci- . 
tation has- been often given publicly, and is well known ; 
and that opinion I now repeat ; I consider the unused 
large-ifigured 5, 10, and 15 c. Argentine Confederation, 
now in the hands of every dealer, to be reprints, and I 
should require better proof than any you have shown 
philatelists in general, to convince me otherwise. 
. Touvs truly, 

Birmingham. EDWARD L» PEMBERTOK. 

(We purpose repl^iiig At lepg<b to tlie above is oar ;aext num}>or.'-Eo.] 



THE ALBUM Q,UESTION, 
As wo are unable to afford space for all the letters which' 
are addressed to us containing suggestions respecting tho< 
preparation of a * permanent * album, we give under tlie^ 
above heading, and shall continue each month te give, 
the substance of the communications received. Om* cor- 
respondents, may be satisfied that their views will not be 
misstated for the sake of brevity. " 

J. H; Greenstreet, London, proposes that the new 
album be compUed upon the chronological system, the 
several issues of each year succeeding 1840 being placed 
together, and arranged according to their respective 
countries in alphabetical order — spaces aa in LaJlier to be 
engraved for all known emissions, on one side of the 
page. — ^Size of the book to be that of Oppen's, and care 



I7tf 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S 'MAGAZINE. [Nov. 1, 1867: 



to be iaken that it opens j^a/. — An index of countries re- 
quired.-^The album to be oomplete to the end of the year. 
1866, if accurate information exists respecting all. stamps 
to that date, if not, to an earlier date ; stamps from such 
date to be accumulated in a temporary book until there 
is a sufficient number to necessitate the publu»ition of ft 
second volume of the album. — J. H. Cvonsideis th& true 
connoisseur should study stamps solely for beauty or 
simplicity of design, and thererore would have raneties 
of watermark, perforation, &a»4)miifeed from the album.— 
A separate catalogue of the stamps comprised in album 
to be published. — ^All priTate local stamps, including those 
of La Guairaand thel^acific Steam Kavig^ation Co.. to be 
excluded, and a separate album to contain them published. 
— J. H . G. cannot see why collectors who object to difference 
of watermark, &c., being allowed should be oblig^ed to 
have spaces allotted for them in their albums ; yarieties, 
if collected, may be affixed to the blank sidee of the pages. 
— ^Namee of colours in Lallier being printed in the centre 
of the spaces, often show through. It would be better if 
they were printed below ^e spaces and the Value aboye. 

j; £. H., Korwi^h, has had ft pU^bi book made, 
11 by 7|, with slightly ghized thin paper, which shows 
the watermarks of the stamps through when held to the 
light He mounts the stamps on one side of pagto only, 
and uses lines, similar to tho^ used in letter-writing, to 
arrange the stamps in their places. The issues are ar- 
ranged in diflbrent patterns, hardly two pages being alike ; 
and care is taken -in placing the stamps to prevent the 
colours from * killing ' each other. Most countries have 
a page to themselves, some more, some less, according to 
requirement. The advantf^:e8 of J. B. B.'s book are, that 
all kinds of varietires may be collected, that however poor 
a collection, its poverty is not so apparent as in ruled or 
arranged albums, and that the pages are hardly ever so 
full but that there is room to plaiDe a new series without 
its seeming an intruder. J. n, B» sends us his address in 
case * Chetn,' if he has not already decided upon a plan 
for arranging his collection, may wish to see his book. 

P0L09KI, London, agrees with our last month's corres- 
pondent, *■ Cheth.' in thinking the chron(^ogical the best 
plan. He woula like to know what reascm there c&n be 
for arranging stamps otherwise than in the onder of emis- 
sion. P. suggests a neat strongly-boimd bode, witli little 
ornament, and composed whoUy of guards and short leaves 
of parchment, or so that pages containing useful informa- 
tion respecting the stamps of various countries, and their 
government, &c;, might oe inserted to the end of the book 
and continued in another volume. V* considers one page 
would be best for each country's issue, commencing at. 
1840 with Great Britain, or according to fancy ; each issue 
of a difierent date to have a separate page. 

[We have done our best to put this correspondent's 
suggestions intelligibly, but as Poloski (whom we judge 
from his signature to lie a foreigner) has not acquired an 
accurate knowledge of the English language, this was not 
an easy task.] 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

C. "W.^ Sheffield.— Your black Victorian penny ia a 
* Colombo.' The original green is clearly visible. 

C. R., Cheltenham, sends specimens of the black Monte- 
video 180 and 240 c. Both are forgeries of- the ooinmoner 
olass. 

A Juvenile Itall/^n Collector.— The 5 c. Argentine 
Bepublic stamp, with head of Bivadavia, was issued in 
18o4. and is now, or was until lately, current in the 
republic. 

J. B. B., Norwich.— We give the substance of your 
letter in our coirespondence column, under the head of 



*The Album Question.' — ^Your 2 c. U. B. newspaper, 
wrapp^^ $n CBtdinary on^, . 

SuBiCEiBER.— Used British penny pos*:age stamps. are 
of no value, unless, indeed^ they may b i mad ) instrumen- 
tf^l toward^ the bi^pti4n[i of Chmese children, as stated in 
our Chit-CllAt column last month. 
• P. W. C. — Your Saxon 6 s. gr. is of the ordinary colour. 
-<-The Now South Wales stamps have had their outer 
border cui o3'.— Your circular black stamp is one of the 
Spanish rovt^nue series. 

W. J. N., Cli3ltenham, sendd for our opinion two- 
stamps, one- a Bii9nos Ayres steamship, brow a, which is 
genume, the otlier a Swiss, which is not. The latter is 
lithographed, the design being an imitation of the Neiif- 
chatel stamp, but beanng in the upper label, tessino, in 
the lower, o r^^jppen, and purports to be obliterated by 
the well-known red post-mark. In the specimen before 
us this mark is cDnsiderably wider than that used in the 
post-office, and this would of itself pretty well declare the 
character of the stamp to which it was applied. — There 
was another forgery in circulation a year or two ago, — 
inscription^ c. ticino : the dc/vice being a shield of arms 
flanked by palm branches on either side. We took some 
paia3 at the time (^cimcns being found in the Be Yolpi 
collection^ to trace tne fact of any separate issue for tne 
Canton Tessin, but w^e unable to verify any such, and 
aae fully satisfied none ever took jtlace. 

G. M. C, Cheltenham, sends for inspection and exposure 
seven impudent fabrications, professmg to be for tne isle 
o# Reunion, which out eorre^ndent received, together 
ivith A forg«^v of the penny laureated New South Wales, 
' from Paris, i^y way of caution to our readers we describe 
these unwelcome intruders. The centre contains a florid 
ornament on a blank ground, in a circle, which is enclosed 
in a square, with dark ornamented spandrels. An outer 
square frame bears, at the top of the inscription, reunion 
jiLE, at- the bottom the vahiCj and scroll work at the sides. 
The vabiea are 1 cent goeemsh grey, 5 centimes green, 
10 c. buff, 15 c. black on grey, 20 c. black on grey, 40 c. 
orange, 80 c. rose. Three of the set before us bear the 
*gri&on' postmark. — The New South Wales is printed 
. brick red oo a thin, yellow, gummed paper, and bears an 
indistinct oval postmark. 

A Subscriber, Londonderry, asks if we can give him 
any information respecting a !^tish Guiana stamp (I860), 
12 cents, with a la^ figure 5 printed in red on it.. — We 
have met with more than one copy of the stamp our corre- 
spondent refers to, all of the 12 cents (6d.) value ; the 
Jed ink figure 5 he describes is a large italic figure, and is 
coarsely applied to the stamp, jevidently after it was com- 
plete. Two suggestions have been made in explanation, 
the one, that this figure was put by the printere, Messrs. 
Waterk>w & Co., to deface the stamp, as the word 
CANCELLED was appH^ by them in r^ ink to certain 
specimen copies, mention of which will be found in our 
later paper on the stamps of British Guiana: this is 
founded on the similarity of colour of ink, but it is difficult 
to see why two descriptions of specimen-marks should be 
used by the same printers ; the other, and to our minds 
moi« plausible theory, is that the mark was applied in 
the colony, whetlker to indicate a specimen stamp, ^ or in 
the course of post, we are unable to state ; of one thin^ we 
arc certain, that it has no philatelic significance, it is a 
mere curiosity, wMch those who collect for postmarks may 
like to possess. There never has been any question oi 
altering the colour or denomination of tne stamp in 
question. We may take this opportunity of saying that 
we entirely discfecUt the alleged 8 cents Itlacy stated by M. 
Moens to nave been recently issued. Bose and lUac are 
kept to the 8 and 12 cents respectively, as the English 
equivalents for the 4d. Itnd 6d. stamps. 
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THE LARGE-FIGURED ARGENTINB. 

The intelligence whlcb we published twelT^ 
months sittce respeicting these ^fatpps has 
given. rig^ to .in^ch controyerfiy, cjalminftting 
in the letter by Mr. Pembcrton, which 
appeared in but November number. Having, 
taken, ^p a,poj»jtio» in. their defepce, we 
feel bound to notice this letter, and to re- 
examine and re-state pur reasons for believ- 
ing in thi^ir genu Jp^riess. 

With regard to'^Nisus,' to whose eommti- 
nication to our oont^mporary. The TJiilatelist^ 
Mr. Pemberton refers^ we see »q reason to. 
alter the opinion "we expressed iii July Inst. 
Admittipg. foi' .^he moment, that th^re was 
sufficient ambiguity to cause mistake, in ou;i* 
statement as to the number of stamps form- 
ing a sheet, this want of exactness gave no 
excuse for the coarse and vulgar attack 
which Nisufe founded upon it. , 

Mr, Pembertop. himself hardly shows 
tTiat courtesy which we should expect frotn 
him in stating his objections to ov^x views., 
^ut we presume that such minor considera^ 
tions were disregarded by him in the desire 
to be * plain spoken, ' on the subject under 
discussion, and we can make some allowanee 
for the earnestness of hig invesstigation, 
which bore fruit in the letter we ,h^.ve now 
before us^ — a letter which at any rate evi- 
dences his devotion to philately ,^ for which 
much may be excused. 

We have already explained our statement 
as to the number of stamps composing a 
sheet, but repeat it npw for the sake of iclear- 
ness. Both large and small-figure Argen- 
tine are printed on double sheets; each sheet 
or leaf of the former contains 96 impressions 
in twelve rows of eight \ ea(ih sheet or leaf of 
the latter, 108 impressions in nine rqws of 
twelve. The. two leaves which form the 
double sheet contain^ of large figure, 192 
stamps ; of smalt figure, 216, The stater 
ment of a brother o^cial to Sen or Areii ales' 
we gave for wbat it was worth. Though 
incorrect, as to the number of stamps upon 
the 8raall'*figure sheets, his recollections were 
valuable a$ corroborating the fact that there 
had been sjieets with different numbers of 
stamps printed, and as affording a reason 
for the second working — a reason, moreover, 



of. a very practical description, and one 
which every one Who has seen the l^itg^ and 
small-figri re /sheets side by. side ia able: to 
appreciate. ... . ' - . 

• We now come' to invei^tig'ate the official 
statements ; and first we have .CoK Espejo's 
letter; • He affirma that i;hefo} lowing stampi^ 
were printed for th6 Confederation :-^ 

975,912 5 cents** red. ^ 

279,600 ')() ,,' green 
' • 139,800 15 ., blue 
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Total, 1,895,312 stamps. 

And he denies that there was any differ- 
ence of type, his words being : 

* With regard to the difference obseVved an 
the stamps Nos. 4, 5, and 6 smaJI figures, 
compared with Nos. 1,2, and 3 largo figures, 
I can say nothing to you touching the origin 
thereof; fof all $iat I can affirm iss, tljat the- 
tptal amount of:- 1,395,312 stamps^ of - the 
three colours above referred to, lithographed 
on that occasion, were ajl oif them of a like 
type, without any difference in the sizre of 
the numbers, nor any the least discrepancy 
in the form, aa. 9hown:Und&r Numbers,!^ 2, 
cmd 3 . ' We may remark,- en paBiani; th at Mr. 
Pemberton appears tp consider that the 
words we have put in italics prove that Col. 
Espej^o believed all the stamps printed were 
of the Zar^e-figured type. We should fead 
it, though such a eonatruction is adverse to 
our views, that he could not account for the 
discrepancy in size, &p., . wWch the) large- 
figured showed,, and that he recognised the > 
small figure as the orthodox. 

Upon- Col.. Espejo's , communication we 
have to observe,; ;. 

1st. That though he cannot account for 
the origin of the . difference between large 
and small figore, he does « not venture to 
deny their genuineness. 

2nd, . That his denial of the impres«fOn of 
two types is nullified, first, by the existencqi 
of the 5 cents large figure, as well as 5 cents 
small .figure. Secondly, inferential ly, by 
Don Supere's statement, that sheets of 192 
and 216 stapaps, respectively, were printed ; 
and thirdly, by Col. Espejo's own figures, as 
we shall hereafter-prove. <- - 

3rd- That Qolv Espejo's lett9*! coptains 
no denial of tlie £aot stated by Don Supere, 
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that Ebeets of two sizes were prmted; %tit, 
so far as it goes^ confirms the latter^s'stii.tft- 
tics by an exact agreemetit ajs fo tlie nnih- 
ber of stamps printed, ' ' ^ 

Wo come now to Don Snpetcf's 6^n stafe- 
meut, that sheets of 1^ arid' "216 'were 
printed in the following numbets :— ' 
4,571 sheets of 5(c.' 

1,806 „ ;ioc. 

658' „ 15- c. 
We call particular attention to the fact 
that sheets were printed; as it is thereby 
evident that th6 number brigiiialfjr itnpressed 
Was not mai)^ up of portions df sheets. As 
thenj uri(juestioT)ably, j|;lie fifst' supply \^as 
composed only of entire sheets of ^thet 192 
or 2l6 impressions; it fdllows that^ if, ^ Obi. 
Espejo alleges,.^ All were of one typd, the 
number of stamps of eacb Value, ' when 
divided eitber by 192 or by 216, the number 
of impressions on a'skebt of large or small 
figure respee^UvQlyf 'Shoiild'givie a quotient 
without any remaiiidep ^orevi hat ns'liow 
analizethe fi^ifes onthis.pilm.^ • ' 

Divide -O?^,^ 2 fiveieeni^ stamps by 216, 

and there IS a qmotidni' of 4,516 

Bbeets and 24 stamps ofier. :: 
Divide the same fibres by 192v^^^^bBare is 

a iqnotient of 5,062 sheets and 

166 Btamnps orer. 
Divide 279,€00j^a*od»^. stamps: by 216, and 

titere is a qnotietit ixf 1,294 sheets 
. And '^6 stamps OT«T. 
Divide the same figures by 192, ani there is 
.- , & quQiient of 1,456 sheets vand 

48 stamps over. 
Divide 139,800 Jt/teen-cent pt^mps by 216, 

and th^re is a quotient of 647 

sheets and 48 stamps over. 
Divide the same figures by 192, i^nd there is 

a quotient of 728 sheets, a^nd 24 

stamps over. 
Thus by one dividend we get a greater, 
and by the other a lesser number of sheets 
than are stated to have been printed, and 
by either we get a remainder over of a few 
odd stamps upon each value. Don Supere's 
statement tbat sheets were impressed con- 
taining different numbers of stamps is thus 
demonstrated to be correct, for (considering 
the extreme improbability of there having 
been fractions of sheets printed) ft is only 



by accepting ft as true that the whole tinm- 
oeif df each Vain© a^ qiioted by Espejo and 
StipSre, 6r ihd niiimb^r' bf sheets as quoted 
by Sripere alone; ckn be accounted for. 

Our readers.Vil!^ we trust, excnse our 
-vierbbsity oti this point, as it is almost im- 
possible, to make arithmetical calculations 
plain in a few words, and in the present 
instance a' great deal hinges upon them. 

It is friie that proof of the impression of 
different numbers is not in itself proof that 
the sheets of 192 (Consisted of the large- 
figured variety. Mr. Pemberton, indeed, 
starts the conjecture' that the first sheets of 
'smatl figure 'fiv^ cehts. colisisted of 198 im- 
pres6i6iis, an& th^. kter ones of 216. But 
this, hypothesis rests on .nb solid grounds. 
' Afe We havb shown that the figures for each 
'■6f the Value's wilt not divide so as to give a 
quotient of ^ntiife 'sheists, his view must be 
carried' fhrtber, a^d w0 must also suppose 
that the firp^t shie^tfe of the 10 and 15 cents, 
it! like inamj^r consisted of 192 stamps. 
'Against this W^']pfecte4ih6 existence o{ large- 
figiire sheets of ^11 'three values, and the 
non-eiist^nce of «maH-figure sheets of any 
of' the values hiavihg 192 -stamps — things 
which evert one has heard of, against things 
which ho 6ne has' heard of ; and in this case 
X)UT readers will agree With ns that the 
balance of probabilities is decidedly in favour 
of the sheets of 192 impressions consisting 
of large-figure stamps. 

O&r cohdosi^xl, Ibhen, iii, ithat the 10 and 
15 cent, large-fibred stamps are, as we at 
first asserted them to be, genuine original 
impressions, and not reprints, as Mr. Pem- 
Ibertbn supposesf them to be; and wo are 
ftirther strengthetied in ottr conviction by the 
knowledge, derived in confidence, as to the 
source whence the sheets which we have 
seen were obtained. We ca.n, however, state, 
without breaking any trust, that all the 
large- figure sheets remained in the custody 
of the Argentine government nntil a short 
time before they were forwarded to Europe, 
and being so kept, remained clean and un- 
damaged. 

There still remains the question as to the 
circulation of these stamps. Upon this point 
we wrote in our first notice of them : — 

* These 10 and 15 eentavos stamps were 
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prepared, bnt before hfitmg ^uallj i«aiied, 
indeed before more. thAn&iCeT^ siheei^ were 
printed off, the cbaoge to a smaller siae 
stamp was resolved oii,,a9d the second issue 
prepared and issued in its entirety.' 

By the official statistics . it is evident that 
the sheets of 192 were printed and issned 
for circulation ; bat it i3 also eyidiont that 
only the 5 cent, were act?aally used* Upon 
dividing the number of stamps returned, into 
stock, as we have divided those of the stamps 
issued, it will also appear that sheets of both 
kinds must have been included in the stock 
in hand when the. accounts Qf the Con- 
federation were closed, . We conclude the^pe» 
that the large-figui;e . stamps had a nominal 
circulation. They - wei^e Jhanded over, . to use 
Supere's words, .'from the office of the 
finance minister to bo,, put in circulation 
throughout the whole of the Oonfedej:atiqn ; * 
bnt the postal authorities, we assume, neyer 
did actually re-issue them to . the provincial 
post-offices : they remained in liapd at the 
head office, ready for use» had the small^figure 
series been es^iaosted, and. wei*e retamed 
with the balance of the .latter iu.l861,, 
. Finally, though not perhaps entitled to so 
mudb consideration as stsimps .'v^hich: are 
proved to have beou. used for.the. pre-paj- 
ment of letters, they are still, ii]^. our. mind, 
well authenticated ji^ties, deserving, a plaoe 
in every collection. . 

NOTES ON THE LATER STA3IP 
FORGERIES. 

BT DR. BOLEY. * 

In this and following papers I propose to 
describe briefly si^ch modem forgeries as 
have come under my own immediate notice, 
omitting all mention of those already de- 
scribed by Messrs. Pemberton, Stourtpn^ and 
oUiers, whose books, it may be presumed, . 
are within reach of every collector, and 
confining my remarks exclusively to such as 
have not, as £» as I am aware, hitherto re- 
ceived the exposure due to their demeriU. 

That it is necessary to pay some attention 
to this class of intruders is proved by the 
persistence of their appearance ; for scarcely 
is anew stamp issued thsjn a corresponding 
forgery, or *fac-simile* (to upe the more 



polite bui incorrect term), follows in due 
course ; .and as greater skill has been gained 
by experience, so we find that the later 
attempts for the most part exhibit a great 
improvement oyer those of former years. 
Still, probably as yet no forgery exists, in 
which one or more deviations have not been 
made from th^ original ; SQBietimes, however, 
they are so very minute that a good glass 
will be found of great assistance in their 
detectiozu 

As a general rule^ we may observe that 
forgeries of stamps in . actual circulation are 
generally found postmarked, whilst those of 
obsolete issues, e. g,^ Romagna, Modena, &c., 
are mostly cleao. Also, almost without an 
exception. aU forgeries are coarser in their 
execution than the eenuice. 
. Taking, the alphabetical form of arrange- 
meiit as the simplest, we commence with 

Badek. ' 
Bnrdcpe, 3 kr., Moe. 

The genuine stamp has tiie engin^tumed 
border very clear and distinct, the centre 
being formed by a chain, the loops of which 
can easily be ooanted. 

In 'the forgery this is very indistinct, 
^e£q9eciall3ron the righibside, and the. separate 
loops cannot bB distinguished. 

The inner white eirolA which surrounds 
the medallion is of equal thickness in the 
genuine; but thicker in the counterfeit, 
especially between tlie letters i and k. 

Bahbados. 

No value ; red and green on blue paper. 

These forgeries are coarse lithographs, — 
the background, which in the genuine is 
reticulated, being of a uniform colour ; the 
shading on the sails of the ships in the 
genuine is formed by fine lines ^there is 
little or none in the forgeries. 

Bremen. 
Envelope, on white and blue paper. 

Oenuine, — The wards of the key are large, 
and nearly touch the top of the shield under 
the crown; the handle is also large, and 
almost touches the bottom of the shield. 

Forged, — ^Both wards and handle are very 
small — the former not half the size of the 
genuine j the key does not touch the shield 
by some distance, either at top or bottom • 
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British: ChiiANA. • 

6, 24, 48 cents, 1863. 

Genuine, — ^There are sevetal vrMte elouds 
seen in the sk^ 'above and^at tlie sides of ihe 
ship. The wates are very distinct and 
well formed. - ■ ,. 

J^ar^et?. — The sky and backgroand are 
formed by horizontal lines ; there- are nn 
clouds. The only appearance* of waves is a 
thickening of the lines in frwit of the ship. 
The ornaments in the spandrels are very 
thin, and do not'fill the spaces. 
BAHAiiAS.-:-4d. rose. 
■ (?e»Mi«6.— The -sides of the' stamp sur- 
rounding l^e medallion are formed by ar 
delicate lace-like pattern runnitig .perpen*^ 
dicularly. The letter t of postagie is just over 
the perpendicular stroke of th© f in penny. 

^or<5f«d.*— The whole is very ooarse, and 
scarcely any pattern can be made or&t- at the 
sides. The letteir t lies^ above and rather 
before the p in penny. The left side of the 
Queen's fece is vwy indistinct. . 
Bermuda^-*-*! d. red. 

Another -very coarse, forgery, which may 
be instantly detected by obser^inig that the 
Queen's ear (which is very dear in the 
genuine) hcos been, ormtted* 

Bl«UN6WiCK. . . , 

1853-64. J, i, 1, a, 3 sQb; gr. . 

Genuine. — Ther^ are one or two small lines 
of shading on the horse's neck. The mane is 
distinct, and touches the crown- above, which 
also i« clear and well defined. < 

Forged:^ — ^5as no shading on the horse's 
neck. The name can scarcely be distin* 
guTshed, and does not touch the crown. 
The lettering is larger than in the genuine, 

Buenos Atmss. 

There is an old forgery of the 3 p. green, 
4 p. vermilion, and 5 p. orange (steamer), 
which is now j'arely met with, but being 
tolerably well executed they ar6 still oc- 
casionally offered, und at high prices. These^ 
however, may readily be detected by ob- 
serving that the rays of the sun have been 
omitted ; the lettering also is smaller than 
the genuine. 

The GAtrcHO series. 

One ft>rgery of these rare stamps is often 
met with, viz. : 6 rls. blue (the true colour is 
green). This is a reproduction of' the en- 



graving inl ©*. Gray'fe Catalogue and The 
Stamp-Collector^ 8 Ma^/nxiAe^ a postmark of 
thick wide bard being gtdnerally added. 

A'S&eg&fy Dff the^entire set has also lately 
made its app^tanbe, imported, it is said, 
direot from Buetnos Ay res; They are offered 
as' genuine, and may < be detected by the 
Mlowing marks v 

Genuin^.'^^The Bvm^'Si rays are very distinct, 
sev6%>^ in ^umber^ and shining upwards 
through a dloud. This, however, with the 
other marks of distinction, is hardly per- 
ceptible in the 4 rlsjj a fault due entirely to 
its colour, vite. tr a- light^yellow. The horse's 
hoof is exactly ona; leVel-with the horizon. 
There is a small pa^ohof darker shading on 
the ground between the- horse's hind legs. 
The stone to- the leffcis shaded by eight lines. 

Forged.'^^TjliB sun's rays are not so distinct 
as to 'be accurately counted, and are moro 
than seven. The horse's hoof is below the 
linetof the hovison. : Thereisno distinct patch 
of shading between the bind legs. The 
stoDO is^ shaded by at least a dozen' lines. 
' ' 1859. Head of Liberfcyy4 rls. black. 

This, we must suppose/ is intended to do 
duty as an essay or proof. It is a well- 
exeeuted forgeiy, : but ma^ be detected by 
observingt that the ornamieats in the spaces 
surround^g^ the medaUion— r^which in the 
genuine arc large, filling the spaces, and 
very nearly touching the circle, — are small, 
and do not touch the circle by some distance. 
■ Capb . OF -Good Hopfu 
Block, Idi red. 

There is a very well-executed forgery of 
this stamp, so good as to bear a somewhat 
elose inspection without immediate detection. 

Genmwie. — The extreme point of the central 
figure of Hope to the left is very slightly before 
and above the letter p in cape. There is 
generaMy more or less of white shade under 
the flukes of the anchor. The bottom line — 
CAPE OF GOOD ' HOPE-^—has the letters most 
distinct and best formed. 
• Forged, — ^The extreme point of the figure 
is just over the perpendicular stroke of the 
p in CAPB. There is no white shade about 
the flukes of the anchor. In the lower line 
the letters are rather larger than the 
genuine, the two b's are badly formed — the 
last one in hope more resembling an B. 
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THE COLLECTION. OF ENVELOPE 

STAMPS. . 

BY A FHILlTfiLIBT. 

The: inqairy of & correspondent lasi^. month, 
under the signature 'Donbtlhl/ as to the 
best mode of coUeefcing envelope stansips, 
suggests the necessity for a general ea^amin* 
ation of the question. The poini in doUbt 
is, whether the envelopes on which such 
stomps are impressed should be inserted 
entire, as issued by the poart^offices, or the 
stamp alone cut out^with asufficietntmargin) 
and so placed in the album; 

It is right, we thiuk^ that this qaestion 
should be discussed upon itd merits, and 
without reference to suck purely accidental 
and extraneous considerations as the adapts 
ability or non-adaptability of existing albums 
to either style of collection.. This much may 
be safely concluded, that if the general 
feeling is shown to be unmistakeably in 
favour of the insertion of uncut envelopes, 
there is sufficient enterprise : among stamp- 
publishers to produce a book^ or books-, which 
will meet the new requirement ; if not, the 
current albnms wiU < retain their present 
value. 

Just now, the general feehng is strongly 
manifested in farour of cut emvelopes. The 
old English conservative spirit has some- 
thing to do with- this , prejudice. The 
' horticultural * school, as Fentonia terms it, 
is satisfied with the appearance of its cut 
specimens, and with that school, look is very 
much, if not everything. These envelopes 
will do, why then change them ? say our 
horticultural friends,— -why innovate ? This 
style of argument, or rather prejudice, is 
powerful in its obstructiveness, though quite 
destitute of logical strength, and can only 
be weakened by repeated assaults. 

Besides this general objection to change, 
lies the proposition, .that entire envelopes 
take uj) too much space. Now the space 
necessary for the display of «uch envelopes 
is not so great as their opponents declare it 
to be. The total number is only about 180, 
which, with an average of three to a page, 
would occupy, say, sixty pages. This is not a 
great addition to the number of pages in an 
album, and (we are speaking to those who 
value stamps solely for their appearance) it 



is well repaid by the addition to the beauty 
of a collection. Our friends who cut down 
their envelopes have no idea how well they 
look entire. There is no particular advan- 
tage, even where it is possible, in having all 
the stamps, adhesives, and envelopes of a 
oaantry on one page. The greater the space 
given, as a rale, the greater the convenience 
for examination, and the dearer the dis- 
tinctions between various emissions. 

But to our minds the. strongest argument 
in favour of collecting uncut envelopes lies 
in the fact, that a collector should possess 
every kind of stamp in its entirety* If he 
has unperforated adhesives, they should, if 
possible, have .sufficient matrgin to plax>e 
beyond question their unperforated state ; if 
he has perforated adhesives, the perforations 
should .be clearly visible, for which purpose 
good specimens should be chosen ; and, in 
like manner, if he has envelopes, they should 
be entire, for unless they are entire they 
lose much of their interest. It is the en- 
velope altogether whieh is issued, not merely 
the stamp. The diesign is the most important 
feature, but it is not everything. The paper, 
the watermark, or inscription, and even the 
ornament on the flap, all help to compose the 
envelope, and all deserve to be fully displayed 
in a collection in which anything like a 
claim to « scientific and judicious arrange- 
ment is made. We do not curtail adhesives 
of their borders ; we have, for instance, long 
since ceased to clip close to the impressions 
of the Austrian and other stamps j why, then, 
should we lop off the stamp from the en- 
velope, and consign the residue to the waste- 
paper basket as of no value ? Want of space 
is the reason, reply the admirers of cut 
envelopes, and further urge that it is un- 
necessary for any but compilers of Catalogues, 
or wHters in the journals, to collect them 
entire. We strongly contest the validity of 
this proposition. The interest in philately 
cannot be sustained except the great body 
of amateurs give time and thought to the 
study of their favourite science, and they 
cannot successfully pursue their researches 
upon the incomplete data afforded by im- 
perfect stamps, whether adhesive or envelope. 

For the purpose of further demonstrating 
tlio interest which attaches to the secondary 
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details of design, &c.i of enveldpea of ^iCch 
countrj, we wHl just nab&e tibose of a few of 
the principal Beries : . . . ^ 

B^saiA. — Watermark, national arms iii 
square^ coveriiig l^efacQ of the euvelope. 

Finland* — : DonblyrSstamped envelopes — 
the 1856 design on the flap, the 1860 design 
on the front. 

PoiiANB* — Watermark, a check pattern, 
covering the entire envelope. 

Di!NHARS.r^WateriDark, crown on thefla^.; 

Mbckwnburo Schwebik.— Inscription in^ 
large letters, Sxst sen^s ; in small letters, 
second series. . ^ 

Hambueo.— -Large wateipmalsrk, trmn of iftes 
citj on&pntof the 4^2, an4 4schg. envelopes^ 

BR&Mm--^Li8criptixm .rsAsrco at foot. ' " 

Hajnovbb, — ' Bestellgeld, second issue, 
vignette *, all the issnesJln^criptioiis on flap. 

Bbunswick. — St. P. I^r. envelopes, stamp 
in loiwer left-hcod! comer! '/ 

England, — ld.rose, heraldic flowers on flap. 

Ikoia. — Flap oittam^nty elephant and palm 
tree. ':'.':.' 

United StATBS. — ^Watermark, p. 0, d. tr. s. ^ 

Canada.— Waten^ark, ca. p. o. d. 

MONTEViDBO.-^Flap ornament, sun rising 
over the sea. . ' > 

Most of the de.tg.ils. named, can oilly bd 
shown, by retafi^g ,the envelopes entire, 
and all are of ii^ierest. " *-'.-'■ 

With these i observation^ Wd" teg' to 7re»- 
commend the , earnest com^deraticm of the 
sabjeot to on;; i^ader$, and tb all philatelists.* 



■^♦» » *^f * *f tf*i 



THE STAMPS OF NEW SOUTH • 

WALES.; ] 

SiNOB the pdbKeation of :a paper in oi^ 
columns on ihe hutroft^d Beriea of thk 
colony we have, by the. kindness of a well- 
known London coUecJbor, who devotes. his. 
researohes almost, if not* exelnaively, io th^: 
continent of Austwdia ted ifew ZeaJandr 
received a series of ecitraots made by him' 
from the Sycbvey OazetU : ■■ tiie govemmeni 
channel of official noiificatioii^.' 

We cannot express onrthank^ ioo warmly 
to the gentleman whose patient qsj:^ hcis \&^ 
him to examine the flies. of the gazettes. for 

so long a period. Any petson who hasever 

■ ' * ■■ ' ■' ■ ■ 1 . 1 » 

* [See * Notes and Queries * this month. — ^Ex).] 



tried' what a task '^- is to hnnt over old 
newspapers in search of information on a 
particnlar snbjetet, will eppreciate the extent 
of the labour undergone, and consequently 
t\td obligation resting npon Vlb, 
' We content bnirselVes now with simply 
giving the extracts, merely calling atteni^on 
to the' very great inodiflcalaonB and correc- 
tions they wSl catLsii in the views pnt forth 
by the writer of thepiqper previously allttded 
to, and in the, dates as given by most com- 
pilers of cat*«llognes. ^t is seldom such ctear 
and precise data are forthcoming: but when 
they are, as' here, we feel inare our readers 
will hare as ^fct ^tisfabtidn in perusing as 
we have in laying before them the authentio 
records of the odohial post-office. 

By sect. 10 of aifi Act of Council, 13 Vict., 
Ko. 38, passed 12th October, 1849, poistage 
stamps were idirecibed to be prepared and 
issued for the colony, and to be sold to the 
public. The period w^en this was to come 
into' effect Was Ist Juriu4rjr,1850. 

By sect. 11, any petrsOn fof ring the stamps 
to be liable to imprisonnleiit tor such time as 
the Court may direct, not e:!tceeding seven 
■years."'" " •-''-• -'• '••■-'•■ 

Sydney Gazette^ 25th December, 1849. 

ip,1927:. ' : c : 

Kotificktioh that,'ti;fe first, stamps will only 
be issued for the subjoined values : 

Oi;ie penny, Twopence; and Threepence. 
The followitig rates of postage were fixed : 
Not exceeding in weight ^ ox. : for the 

town! (Sydney) ... ^ ... Id. 
„ „ 1 02. t inland 2d. 

„ M |o2.:l3htp letters 3d. 

(lid addition td any inland postage). 
; All newspapers ,.. .^. ... Id. 

Gazette, 16th January, 1850, p. 72 : 
That sums under £1 may be remitted in 
postage stamps. : 

- Gazette, July, 1851 : ' 

Notice, that it has been ibuud necessary 
to ^r6vide new plates, bearing the Queen's 
head; instead of the present design (view of 
Sydney). That a new design of the Queen's 
head, with a laurel wreath, has been already 
engraved, value 2d., and that this stamp will 
be immediately issued to the public. 
Gazette. 23rd December, 1851 : 
Notice, that stamps of the Queen's bead, 
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with Iftarel wreath, of tlte v&lne of Id,, will. 
immediately be iaened. , , 

OaeetU. 30th April, 1852, p,,C93^ 
Froclamation by ijie. Goyemor-Gpneral,, 
that, in pnrsnaDce. qf.tW Act, .15th TJct., 
No. 12, ' An Act to. amend the laws for coi^ 
veyance of postage inaila,* aptate haA bsen 
provided for Btampa of the v^ue of 6d„ of 
the same design as the. Id- and 3d. Btampa 
now in use; Cd. stamps- of this deeign will 
immediately be issaed. 

Oazette. ?th December, 1852, p. 1775 : 
A like notice as regards stamps of Talne of 
3d., of the same design aa Id., ^d-, and 6d. 
'now in use,' and that they y/'Jl ,be im- 
mediately issued. 

aazeUe. 28th December, 1852^ p. 1871 ,: 
That letters friMn the colojiy for the United 
Kingdom may have the pea postage prepaid 
(the prepayment of the coloiiial postage alone 
being previously compulsory) ; at this time 
1b. was the lowest eea postage, and this, 
when prepaid, and the colonial postage,, was 
to be prepaid in stamps, 

Oagetle. , 16th May, 1853, p. 828 ; . ' . 

Same notice as to 8d. etanips of tfi*) same 

design as the preceding, and that these will 

immediately be iSBpod. 

Oixeite. 25th May, 18&3,p. 886;' : 
Contains rates of postage to England 
overland, 

GazeWfl. 4th Jnfy, 1853:" '- ', " ' 

That stamps of the iiadermentioued values 

can now be procured at the post-offices,, viz i 

Id., 2d., 3d., 6d., and.8d.. ' ' 

That t^tes for stamps of the values of 5s. 

and Is. bad been ordered from England, and 

the stamps would be issued shortly after the 

plates arrived. 

GazeOe. 31st January, 1854, p. 213 : 
That the plate for the Is. stamp had been 
provided, and that stamps of that value 
would be issued on and after Ist February 
next. That a new plate, with an improved 
design for the 6d. stamps, had been provided, 
stamps from which would be ready for issue 
the Ist February next. 

That in future all stamps would bear a 
watermark on each label, of the Talue in- 
dicated, with the exception of tlie 8d., the 
new. paper for which had not arrived from 
England. 



rH^WLTJSSUED OB INEDITED 
'-■ ^ ' STAMPS. 
We close Qur budget for the year with a 
tniscellaneons assortment of' etampa, com- 
prising more than one rather questionable 
jcharacter. But firat Wo. will Conclude orfr 
notice of the 

AEaBHTiNK JIepcblic, by introdudng to ■ 
our riders' attention 
engravings of the tliree 
new stamps described at 
lengtb last- month. To 
our rfemarts on that oc- 
casion we have nothing 
to add, .further than that 
bar prsvisions respect ing 
thecharacterof Bel gran o, 
are scarcely borne out by the lacte which 
have come to our knowledge. ■ To him 
belongs the honoiir of win- f 
ing the decisive battle of C 
S^ta, on the 20th of Feb- \ 
ruary, 1813, whereby the i 
independence of the Ar- ? 
gentine RepnbUc was as- j 
surpd — so. much for a } 
studyof phyaidgnomy. Of ! 
the old issues we may ^ 
observe, that the dies from which the stamps 
Were printed had become very much worn. ' 
The early' tmpreasJQns, 
even of the 5 c, are 
clear, and show up the 
fine ground^wtorlt. Those 
of the last year or more 
'are .very indisti not and 
blotohy, and deserve to 
1je coileoted, if ' merdy- 
ftwtte sake of conbrast. 
The 5 0. saw sevecal gradations of colour, 
frota a dull brick-red,' to tbemh- carmine- 
rose in whici the leoently-aotided variety, 
on ua water marked paper, was printed. 
The shades of the oUier two valuas were 
more fitoictiy adhered to. The perforations 
of many sheets were very iaoomplete — mere 
dents in the p4per— in ferct, of very little use 
in separating the stamps. 

Spain. — An addition has been added to 
the Bflries, with value in mileBiroas, by the 
emisaion of a 5 mil. green, of the annered 
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dovice, nbioL ie almost 

nl nitli ihat of the 

isttaaK, and, like that 

fur ])rii)ted mfttter 

In colonr, the new 

is a rii^deflp-gjeerr. 

round of the ■ oir- 

eompoaed of hori^ 

^uiiiiiii ilnea.iaatciKlof Rolid 

coloQP, as^ia the' 10 mitesitn&B-; libis is-tbe 

oiity difforeuoe. The papee employed ie 

woven^ and iite stamp is perforated. ■ We 



titanaps of <\ie oi-dinary Indian type, valne 
two aiitiiia, witli tUeeame impFint acro^a the 
fattCi we do not quite oomprehend -why a 
comincmar label ehould' also he impoanded 
for po&tal employ ment by the odicikls of the 
civil BCFsice. The above stastp is coloured 
Hlao, ami the added inscription blftck ; there 
is'iJeoa similai* atump, Tidue.4 nnuiB g;reeD, 
raHpeettDg the postaliiEe ofiwliioh the 'Eeiue 
objection lies,. We shall 'he ,glad if anyof 



mlighten 



s iipon the point 



aiis- Se'Wlemests- — 
our- notice of . the 
ional atampe for this 
fiolony, farther ad- 
B to the serieB have 
loted.and, according 
9seitt information, it 
is of the foliowinff : 
, on 1 anna, brown 



aiiitits,roKi 
„ orange 

I W« frequently 'meet -with ooUeBtors wbo 
' object to pnrcbaae new isBbesinivediatBly<oB 

tbeir appearanoe, thinking they can be pro- 
cured abanytime. They are; Ixowever.^me- 
tEcaes disappointed to fii^a siainp, oXetb^ a 
^holeecrius, suddenly ff'itbdrawn from ci_PCft- 
lation before they 1»vb aec need specimen i. 
We shonldtthereforciadviseoiw roftdePs to use 
all poBfiible speed in prpooring the above, as, 
the permanent series beii^on ita wu,y-ont,tbey 
cannot be ioeg-in nse, andvWiHbeCTjme rare. 
So doubt ^e large irafHc wfa ieb tab us place 
between Singapore and Hang Kong, where' 
the curroDcyiis in dollaira, aad possibly the 
existence of an auihovioed cnrieacy ia dol- 
lars at Singapore, will acooant £» the ^iseof 
o^nts, a deBomination of Talne.on the pro- 
'vieknal aeries. 

AnsTBiA— (Lbithbbitz). — We are now ia 
receipt of fnrther information roBpeobing the 
stamps which ive briefly noticed last mooth, 
bnt cannot say that oi 
ssRpicions respectic 
them nra alto^tfai 
removed. Tbereia n 
Express Company i 
Leitmerite, with a d 
rector in the person ■ 
M. Ed. Holtr, and 
has iasned a set i 

stamps, but of tbe faott^t these stamps are 
■nsed for the prepayment of letters we.bave 
no very pairticnlor evidence. -Tfao vaJaes of 
some of these stamps,- if for letters circu- 
lating fae<tween neigbboaring towns, are very 
high, andseem to indicate that their use is for 
parcels, and not for Goirespondence. Query 
also, whether the Aivrtrian government would 



black 
pntple 

green 



permit an infringement of its postal rights. 
That it Las consented to such an infringement 
Yemains to he proved, notmtfa standing that 
the highest value of the Leitmeriti series 
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money, that the fivi 
series are printed i 



bears the word post-pmxit. It iocks, more- 
. very much like- a scheme to drnw 
e stamps comprising the 
n no less than ^even 
different calonrs, via. : 
3«B0, pakvblna, dM^k* 
. blnp, green, brOTrn, 
^ yellow, lilac, orange, 
5I iron- grey, light-green, 
St and wood colour. Ac- 
!j (jording to U. Hofer's 
r statetneat, the blue 
statnpa aerve For fo- 
reign parts, which we 
may perhaps underetand to mean other 
provinces ot' the empire, andthe-omngo for 
Leitmeritz and Lobosita.. The other three 
towns, which wera said to be' Berrvd by the 
Exprese Gompany,'are notsamed, and !U. 
Moens, to whoni the director's statement 
was addressed, can only ofisnme that the 
remaining nine ooLonrs have been employed 
merely for the purpose of angmsntiag the 
company's fevenaes. rront the prominenee 
given to M. Hofbr's name on the etamp, we 
are inclined to believe that he is lumsclf the 
company and its directoT'in one. 

Three principal types are apparent in the 
Berios: the rectangular, to which the. 5, 10, 
and 16 kr. baltm^, ^though tiae 5 kr. differs 
from the others in being a longer stamp. Of 
the three higher valnes we give represen- 



tations, making description nnneoeSBary. 
Menco- — T£e two roalos green of 



Gaadalajara b< 



the 



found On paper, with a 
watermark of the tfpe 
Bnbjoined, as aloo upon 
woven and upon laid 
paper. The entire series 
consists, BO far as we have 
been able to learn, of the 
following colours and 
vain OB. We give the 
values as nearly as pos- 
sible in the type in which they are printed 
on the stamps: — 
Medio (real), — black on white. 
Un real, — black on white, dark-Wne, light- 
blue, and slate. 
TJn real) — black on blnisb violet. 
2 i-cales, — black on white, dark-green, and 
light-green. 



p±^ 


i^ 


iiL 


"^ 




• 



4 reales, — black on white, and on flesh colonr. 
Of those, the 2 reales is sometimes met with 
with perforatioiH round the impresaion. 

The 2 a&d 4 reales (Hidalgo) on bine 
paper bear a watermark of wave lines, 
similar to that on the penny and twopenny 
Quecn^nd, and U. Moens says that on 
many stampsof this type he finds fra^^ents 
of large tetters. 

NoKwiY— (BBFtoBN). — ^We havo received 
specimeaa of the stamps of which we givo 
annexed an engraving, bnt are without in- 
formation as to its character. 
We know that a well-known 
firm in the North has, for a 
long time past, included a 1 
called Bei^en stamp in 
price list, but has not been 
able to supply it, nor to give 
any intelligence respecting it.- 
We aotioe it now witJi reserve, and await the 
arrival of particulars before accrediting it as 
a geuuine stamp. 

GirATEsiAi.i.^\Vhen in Paris, in October, 
Hon. de La Flante obligingly showed us a 
sheet of essays of Qnatemala, a description of 
one ef which is ae follows : — Upright rect- 
angle, containing an ovid band inscribed : 

COBREOS DG OUATEUALl, UN CBNTAVO ; figure I 

in e&ch of the lower angles, and the rest of 
t^ Bpa(» and the upper corners filled up 
with au OEnamental pattern. In the oval a 
shiekl 0/ arms. of the oonntry, surmonDted hj 
a. rising son. in his gloiy, and supported by 
braucbes of palm and oak on either side, 
printed' in light-blue, not perforated, nor 
adhesive. 

The sheet we saw contained a hundred 
stamps, and after a minute examination with 
a monn&eturer of stamps and practdcal 
pricier it was agreed that thej were typo- 
graphed, and had been printed some time. 
To suppose them to be an 'essai/' on crsdulUi/ 
we are strongly averse, for no parson would, 
if he meditated such a deception, incur the 
great cost, not only of engraving the die, 
hut of the manifold reproducing it, so as to 
print whole sheets like that wo saw; and 
further, bo wonld scarcely Omit the apparent 
aids of perforation and gum to his design. 
Besides which, the appearance and evident 
ago of the impression wero strongly in its 



186 



THB (STi^i!^-0QIjiaeeifOB?S:^HAQAgI^ [Dbq. 1, 1867. 



fa,your as . a ^onuiii«»' pro^uctbi^ > W^ .ariQ j 
witboat axij i^fprpxatiou^^a. i^ ihia.^ssaji^p^ ^4^ . 
kjjow.iofc YfhetiherM wa3 an pffipiajj cUs^gii,9E. . 
noil, but we.f>rQ iqiQi1m^d,.to ppi^ ii OA a, y»T^ . , 
mpob ibigber sai^k, i^t (tQ(^aut^jUticijtjr^tbaJX 
many macb more prete^io«^4fK>idiig aSai;^ ^ 

cprrespcffidf^r ^f ifax,,i|^psepb,,of I^d^ . 
kubii6ii> fbrwar^fi yia, tixe Upllpiif i?^gtpai^fp^ar3 
cc^oeming tbee^^i^ted'fTie^ seizes of stam^ 
fp^.^be cQnfederatioA. i , , Jt willcoriaptiap bp^ 
adb03ivjB&aodea,velopeSvan4'tb9 a^ign for 
aU will i»ainlj cxqE^»i§1% of tbe ifi)gureg of ialue 
witbioL.aiix>a3c vrisatb^^aad at tne ibn^ angles 
posUbormpaod win^sd yrKeeb; inscriptipn, 
KQBODHJTSQHjsa VQ9X BcziRK. (^orjji^Qermiaii 
Postal District, ior Ci|:cU), .. Spmer ' njilipr. 
variations in ^form and iype will diiitingniab 
tbe Jcreuzer from ihe ■ silber^groschjsn lories, 
tfnder tibjcr law lately, pascfod by tbe, ne^ 
German padiamenty tbe postage of letters 
not ezeeeding in weight Xhthi^ declared tp 
be la. gp., ^boye tb^ weigbt 2 s..gr. . Oxxv: 
correspondebjb .sitys ;. * l^be bigbe^t , interior 
ppstagje in Pi^nssia is 6.^, g7r,..tbat is to say^ 
dpnble.the. big);ips*.J[8ingle?] rate for ,thf^ 
longest ^iistanc^ $ it w^l Jbiej;LoeforUtbe.2 1^ gxu. 
Tbis will cQnseqneipjtly.lead to. tbiei aboUUm 
of tb^ 3 ii.^grr^(d! kr.)' st«mp9^^d^yeW^, 
becanae the popta^ £qv any lettpr exc^i^ng 
tt^e weigbt c^. 1 hth wUl W? fl.jgr,. pnly.'< 
If we are to iuide)»tand irooi tW tbat hoyt 
mocb soever a letter may exceed 1 hth in 
weigbt it will be only ^^arged..^ b. gc^ tben 
indeed tbeQenuan B^bsratJ(i][L9A.gr^te^ 
fr. great and ninezpected increase pf^ postal 
facilities. . If tbis. is not tbe caae^ we con*, 
ceive tbat stan^, of bigber valaea than 
2 b. gr. wiUstill he i^qnjuredlbr iKonepostage, 
and in any ca^e for ^repayment pf letter? to 
foiceign countries, £^erb^ps Mr. Josepk will 
explain tbis part of bi^ ^ommnmcation^.jaud 
at tbe same time inform, xxa wbat ia tbe 
£nglisb eqaivalent of the hth, . 

Tbianew aeries wiUlead to tbesn^ression, 
proWbly on tbe 1st Japuary,, ISoB, .of all 
exifting postage atamps in. ibe dominions of 
tbe confederatioi;!^ . cozoprising those . of 
Prussia (kr. and s*-gr. stamps)^ tbe free 
citieBv Hambui^, Lubeolc, Breaien, and 
Bergedorf, and thpse of tbe duchies of Oldens 
burg, the two MuckUoburgSf Bro^dswick,. 



6Qb]«B^ig„4nd Hc^taifl* v/I« t'^ris coiipection 
•wan^ay. i^tate.tba^.a gor^j^psppipydten^.at Ham- . 
burg Ji^Q^F^n;«ki]i^,ti^l^t](iev^ {^tampa 

(ire.pnly ^^s^d m. FnMakfbii (^ Jdlfip^, ^ni dt9. 

; WawvSc^TLA^p^. ^nT».^FBiQ^.rr*WP9>fay 
b|qpeqi4r>b(^tly.;ta -:n9peive iati^pe^, fox ,t^e 
Tvani^vaal, Bepub^ici, . or (as.,ife is. otWwise 
desigpated, JS^ew ^cM^laad. . JWe^beliftF^ tb^ 
deaigua'arauotyftde^d^^ ^pp^.b^ias tbe 
minister of : finance. js;,^fspec(;fE^d,,tP rsmye^m 
JBagtand^. about CtuustiQap!t« be, will pi:pbably 
give inaln»eti^puf cq»cernixi||F tibe»^ : 

DoMmioii ,0F. CAjuc^f-^A ciorjre^ponde];it» 
usnaljly wf^ informed, wmtea ;a% tba( tberp 
is 1^0 present intention of i^aimg fi^w ^taij^ps 
fo^. tbe doiniiuon^: aa tbe pai^lia^^nt dpea .not 
im^t for some .montbsy s^ii -ita aanctioo. must 
fiirst ba bad. Dr^or after it ja^e^ts,* it ia^is 
,opinri<% tbaipreawt . Canadian., ataiiii|»a. will 

KbW: l&AMiiP^.t^-TAbojatrA'^^iMmtb'ainiceitba 
threepence bright- violet ^aq^ooe : Qitfar • per- 
forated 13)iiith itbeHient& distinct^ . pppijes 
jhave also j^n, reo^ved^ ainpt^^ly p^i^^ted,, 
of a rioh>mawira*pi^c{^a. • . •-. i i. > : j - 
1 Bpwyu.-7lt is .w<>rtl3^, of /nptp.tb^, tb^oi 
are mjs\mf yai^etijeistaaatapip^.apDp aabeet 
; of the newljhisaaed 5 • .o»» . >avidj^n,pwg . . tib^ .. 
|fapti ijs^je9«h atamp.is^px^inti^jfr^a^B- 
lti^t.diPii-; n.- V fV, _• .>,.(.;) : , - .'• ^K ! . '.>.^ ' 

•.Swi«a»5^iiriD,-rrTba. ourwafc 5^,ceptiHne3 ia, 
printed yer/ light brown, ^^^^e^ of, dark- 
browx). aa bii^^^ i . ax^d aii^aia^valpp^ ofr^ ^bja 
v*JLn%:,aa^jEt design ap the lP;ea»iii9iBs.,^Q8e| 
•but printed ixi ligbt^brow:% baa ,bepn iained. 



•r^ 



>' ' ' . t 



KOTJfS Mm QUEIHES, 



YitTbtik'.'^'-Oxi looking byier: flotod ' two- 
petice Melbourne^ Queen oii throni^i the 
other day, we jRound, among Efome tirisevered 
pahrs side by side,' two ina^n^es^wbich ^bore 
the following letters in the lower atigles, viz. : 

T-x, t-T ; and ' ir-»x, w^zi ' 
These clearly help to crMcise'the tab^e aa 
formed by Dr. Magnus {THmbrophtU; No. 15, 
p. KO, January, 1866) ; for in the secfdnd row 
of tbat table the end dlviaion is blank ; by 
the first pair we notice above it should be 



iiii «» 4 It .JiJ i.l 
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filled up u*t. Thte' win'ferteier altei? thtt fik*' ' 
letter on the tlitf d line td u-x, in Ketf of U*Vi ' 
ajidi theii'tifae w-2'6f i^^^se^hd'pladein^e 
third lifte^WllI redd i9gk%. •TM^IS'ft sbi)^^ 
what cnrioua proof of the j^neral apetiiittey ' 
of tKid tabte tks a^pi»8e4 tOM^st By "Dr. 
Magtinid 't and' if ' thdse ^lio take an iM^iristtt 
in the fitLbjeet ^ttld note ihe Mqxi^6& of ^ 
letters at the base, iK cases where' tWo otr' 
more ertatnps' av^' tt^Mset^&fed, no ddttbt^ l^h^ 
whole sheet woald be "formed withdut 'eri»or.' 
At present tiie reseai*ches of pbilatelitets 
cannot be ptit aa* slKOwlng a final retoltt the- 
tabl^ as giren must foere^rded as tentatii^e, 
and only approxftmding to the tine fticts. 

L6X5AL Am8M<5AHB.— ^BOTI>*S tJItt" WSTJ, 89, 

FULTOH STi, ^^ott, oif pfiMHi.-^Bnvetope*. largd 
oval frame^ bearing abov^ inscriptidn in r6d, 
stira^k in relief on yellow IdM paper, lines of 
vergnte 6bK<}ae. The gemime old- env^lbpe 
is on paper of a bright yellow, whifotlie' 
reprint 'ii 6n thie cfeamy yellow now in tree 
in the United Stdtes. 

CaRRIBB LETt^R OTSPAtCH. — Oblong, dG^- 

vic^' ejre," and fbtrr pigeons in ^e angles. 
Look at the forgeries, the'' pigeons there r^- 
pffesehted eotild by no possibiUty fly: they 
are tigly midihapen patch€tt^ bnt in the real' 
statnp they do resemble the' bird« ' 

PRESS COMPANT. — 2 cents, figure 2 in a shield,* 
red, strncfk in relief.' This stamp; nsed fbran 
envelope, has been reprinted z the reprint* 
are on thick e^omy^'lidd ' paper, Hftes of 
t7eyy;Mre horizontal. The authent^t^ fetam^ 
was on yellower paper, lines dbliqae. ^ 

There is a pecnliarity to notice ifi this 
die — the figare 2 has evidently been' altered 
from a 1, and the traces of the former 
figure are very clearly to be seea pn oisamining 
a specimen. So the little s, final of cents, 
looks like an addition after the die was^con^r 
pleted. Has anyone ever met with a 1 cent 
of this die ? 

MkRCHANT'S union express COMPANT. — 

Large circular garter with buckle bearing 
the above inscription; inner device, two 
hands grasping each other. Wood engraved, 
printed on envelope^ creamy-yellow laid 
paper, lines of v^rgute oblique. This is a 
stamp quite new- to us ; the copy we describe 
from is cut square, but in one angle, the 



lo'wer right sHe,- traces of tire original addressr 
lare ifeuVd' thoWing* th^ 6tamp to have been 
at the left hand itppeir sfti^le. Tfre^ |iatper is * 
kiot likcf thaf usefl'IbrF. 8.' etiViBlope»: the 
line^ a*e 'tMi*e^,"and the^l^^ttering in th^ 
wAtermarkris'v^tffcfn^.'-' ; i *' - ' - .; . 

iRed oiiY^loW p^per^' d!s ah envelope Ktho- 
graphfed, liofin relief ; prhited iat rigbtihand " 
corner j paper; "bright yellov^^ laid. -The 
d6yi6e of this isl a small oviil b^nd Wrth 'tK<^ 
above^ legend; the eaglfei grfti^jiifag^ thtindfth-' 
bolts In' the centre. ' The ^ofl€< surrbiinded 
by a wavybarid, prodftcing scrt/W-lik^ corners,' 
in each of whit^h ai^ the fi^reft 2f'c: 'We 
lately ski^ the eiitire envelope in the cbllec- ' 
tion of M! Berger-Levrault* 

Russian Envblopbs.-^A very i^vid* and' 
hitherto altaost /Untrodden field of research 
lies in the Varieties of enrvdlopes/ The atten- 
tion of all writes Atid*iriveStigiEi,tord has been 
more directed towards mdveablteBtailaps;' arid 
the perniciotiff iystefnl 6f cutting eriVelopeH 
(tli6 blacme of originating ^(^ch c6if6tittiteEr 
;so heavy a charge against LalKer and the • 
other printed album makers) iias greatly 
impeded the atteittpts hitherto* made to 
prosecute rtesfearch(is in this direfetibn. •' " 

T%e paper tised, ' the :^at(ferniai^ks tmd in* ' 
scriptions adopts, thfe p!^ 'of the gftatfep, 
the form, -shape, and si^e of thte ehV€»J<^e, the 
; embossed ornaments on: the 'flap, are all; iii 
the writ^'s jtidgm^iit, as worthy of being 
noted aitd clasisified via are ociere colours of 
the die ; and td a pati^t observer there are ' 
many other ' imitutitB of ^felail, both curious 
in themsehres, and valus3)lea8 evidencing a 
different issue> or a re-iriipressiori. 

On' the first glanfce at any selection) of 
Russian envelopes great differences in ^h 
paper are apparent: a very thick rough 
yellow paper, and a very ^hin tough papfer 
ofaUuetint, atd almoist iall gradations of 
colour and thickness between' them were 
used ; the roughest, and thickeist papers 
appear to be the earliest. The ^rge^ijware- 
framed eagle watermark is unquestionably 
the most ancient, and subsequently a similsi 

*[]!ibt Lms sis^e we r^cei^ed seveml ^t tbe lEst-Bamed 
envelopes from aa America ^orrcspopideat, but in default 
of information ad to their value, considered them to be 
i«<^ntly-fabrtcated |mp08tom.^-^Ei>.] 
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waa Bfi^d. '.■ ■-■• .■ v. ■ '.' / ; ■■■^ -i' -•.') "iv v"."i' 
V Thd €Bitdveienr^lopto'}.Ot^opi; (black)/ wkil 
tbet elirlier wai«rmark< ^rer ^soeedio^lj' scnrcevi' 
ftnii, sa £u>fi» 'hftTe. 1)6611 noiibed//Were ,madef 
o£ ^ tbd i&b^gseftl^ fiisc/ ' e vet ^6edi ^ . : Those t woith^ 
the other watermark * ate • of alL> siaca ; 1 seme*-' 
times examples with the arms struck upside 
down are iti^t'^Jth.i .: ; - . }'.\ 

In the case of* the 20* kop. bloe^ th&^ shades 
of the stamp Vary from nltranaarine to deep- 
blae, and botb kinds of 'watermark ave 
found; but in the BO kop« pink only > the 
earlier watet^mark has yet bfeen nbtibed. One 
would think that this lasi valap must surely 
exist on the later watevmarked paper, and 
should be fouAiJ ; perhaps, some of the corre- 
spondents of. this maiga^ine can solve the 
queiy, by reference to their own eol lections.' 

M. M!q^u3. itt , a recent foot-nbto . com- 
passionates, ^pau^re Pivol,' as - Imving to 
answer ibr the sins of all the fabricators* A- 
pair of old. Ru6$i^ enyelopes, cut (io^iri?^, ^jx^ 
redttoed in. sae, and refolded^ so as entirely 
to get i:id of the stamp <yn the flap, was found ^ 
in the De Vulpi collection, and in the upper 
left corner of the face were struek from the 
Hamburg forged cite, the. 10 ko'p. and 20kop. 
Porte Stempel &inlai?i^, respectively i. This 
preoioas pair waii named essays for Finland, 
and appareutly highly prized to^ it$ possessor. 
After thiS) is not the pity of M. iloeiOL^ well 

bestowed? 

- - ' • ' - 

REVIEWS OF POSTAL PUBLIGATIGNS* 

The PhilaieiisL Vol. I. Losidon i B. Marl- 
borough & Go. Brighton: StaflPbrd 
.'. . ^ Smith <fc Co. . 

This volume has come to hand too late for a 
lengthened ncitice. To many of our readers' 
the pages of our contemporary are familiar, 
and need no laudation on our part. During 
the past year it has rendered good service to 
the cause of philately, and we hail its re- 
appearance in a "permanent shape with 
pleasure. •The binding of the work is ex- 
tremely tasteful, and the colour of the cloth 
a rich -green. 

Nordi»h Frimoerldidende. Copenhagen : BoG- 

TRYKKEB CakL LaND. 

Ws. ^1 it to be our duty, to notiee all pubr 



liS9ttliol^ ci a< -phiMtelio aa^Hre ^whicb may 
aji{fe«r,< lind therefoiid sdraW'Oub breaded' at- 
tention to this new larritalfrdm SfwndThiivia, 
wirese^< emwiqBTieviddnoes ftiMr laxiiitienee of A. 
ocxUeoinug ir$it8riiit|y^ in thainiDrth; > . sWe.fiiisad . 
gnilty -ati onoe m .ta ' •siseh' ><sgT;ioTEUi(te iof< j the 
Daniidat Iknguagv as iMlL'prB¥ekit> onnicpiiici* 
smg> IbhiB' iFnnas9MideitdefaaidtcAD>-mAj judge 
of it by its looks. ^"'' ^i - - ■ i^ si •'. 

'J lib 98: aa^ eigihi«>^ge oetavd tjirtiima^* *isstied 
monthly^ (cloarlty pcksted, .'illaetnavted with. 
toiieh*ably i giodd > edgeavln^, . '. knd •. contains 
noiictts of ^^wly^ssaedLS^kaiiiMki' •Td'these: 
attmctkmsj ^^^wpbg" onVi esanao^le^- it^ adds'. 
the presdmtation of sea wsaa^ &BKd^ (postage' 
stabtp with eadi numbei)/^ « • tin -> tlue three 
numbers already issued we find, respectively,' 
Drodthnn^ 'Siwodishj and Gbdek^adJMsiTesL 

• ' These commendahle/feajtugresj sthoogkthey 
doi! no^-afioFdus gooands- fbp promising^ our 
contemporary a larg^ oironlattioiL here) lamf^y 
wiurant us in wi6kii»g' it tbefdllest^uisceBS.* : 



Vostage^ Siamp jHh luna, ^ ^h'eMul ready Series, 

Nos* i, 2, arid 3. Condon; E, "Alarl- 

, borough & Co.*. Brio;htan : Stafford 

Smith & Co. ' 
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W£ venture to predict, a ]L^ge ^saWf^ th^se 
attmiDa^, as. th^y; ooiaabiine^. exiCQlieace^-with^ 
Qxtrexu€t . . cheapness. There : are ..^wo, sinea 
ai^d threes bindings. / Ko. 1 .'v^ clc^hib(>ui|d^ 
and.of an pbld^g shapes QQntaiQa^pa^^Svfar 
tw^lf etsjta^n^.on a pag?, ap4 basfithe^o^mes 
of tUe couu^tiriesr priutbed abpiife. Anand^x- is 
giveijk,, aiidi a h^eat jtit}e pagie^ /mtsUi an:e^gravr 
iog, of ,the Mnlready f^in^ ifc The. sqaares 
amr.|iJLed Mi7blaeink« suad thei paper jis of 
%>yf*rygaMqHaJity» ;J{o.*2 is a quartob(K)k» 
in, which .the same. ^rraogj^ioent is.^llc^wed 
as i» No. 1< It also is ptin^ed. in blue ink, 
and.we should i]K) teas, in the ey«9s oft many 
Qollectars, • au additioiaal recommendation, 
that the arrangement of the countries is 
alphabetical, JSTo. 8. is of. the. same, si^ae^as 
Ko, 2, but boasts the .still greater attraction 
of bevelled boards and gilt ed^es^ aiad con* 
tains au illustrated catalogue, which will be 
found a useful guide to young collactoi^, at 
the end. The binding of>ll is neat and un- 
pretending,, and the priating is remarkably 
well done» : - 
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Album ' Timhreen Forte* By ' • J... - B. ^iMocttSi. 
Sixth Edition^.'PBflriBj: «E<. Bj Gnim0)4 
. *' Brnssek ^ J; BL; MoeziBi • . ' < r : ' = : ' m • - 
Just as 'blui albdm ooofctdveray : is . now^eai*. 
gagux^. i^e attention ^f coMeciova^B, fmej^icnk 
aolution of tbequestioia for mosi is piresenfced. 
by the new edition pf -M. Moeus' weil-knowni 
albtiirij renrised^ enlarged; and oorrecied doirsi 
to the most recent date. < • 

Whatever be the.befit jnetiaod of acrsmgtng 
a coVleetioji) or the fittest style of monnting^ 
we always held, and still hold^ thai^r the 
bulk cjf <collcK2toir% and • espeoially ft»r beginv 
Iters, liiereisiiiOtfaing so appropHate or sseu 
fufl as an album xinsigned on the..plBizi no^i^' 
so nearly perfected as this editioii under 
review.' .• -• / T . > '. . -• 

For motive adTanded ooUeotors/whose stndy 
and classification iprevent the nse- of tfoch 
assistance^ or whose coUectiona pass the 
necessary limits; of a work designed) for. 
genend' nse, l))a&k albuiois^' or mo.veable- 
leaves, or separate sheets, may be desirable ; 
bnt wl^en a, collection is being originated^ 
and for the purpose of educating the eye of 
the . collj^ctor, no help seepis so efficient as 
that of an album constructed as that of M. 
Moens. 

Fol* 'ekse!/ cott<«enidn(j©, and'fttoility of re- 
fei^eftce- nothing can sdrpaj^a these albdms. 
Indeed', the 'pritf^ipal objection* made id 
founded on this, that the* desiderata btg at 
Qn6e apparent, • * painftilly conspicuous,' says 
one, and the^^fra^tfe thns lefb are Unsightly. 
We are by no meahs sure this is a disadvan- 
tage, for it stimulates the collector in his 
efforts io» 'fill t^em up ; iind as duality can 
never be attained in any collection, howev^ 
large; it would be useless to took for it in a 
snmll album ; and we cannot regard the im- 
patience displayed at empty spaces with 
nmch favour, or admit that in the construc- 
tion of an albnm such a feeling lought to 
operate. 

The edition under review is a great im- 
provement on its predecessors. It is printed 
in light sepia, and the appearance of the 
pages is exceedingly elegant. The addition 
of the armorial bearings will doubtless find 
favour with most, and for those who desire 
to keep their albums ait^ courant with the 
emissions of the day, a series of new leaves 



to interpolateirbatf hemk ptepsired ; ifahnBi'thd) 
unity of the design is preserved. IWe- u«l*= 
dkrstand">t^t au>£t;g;lish| edition will sbdfiCly 
be- )-pi>blidfaed;,> > vindeirr iha -editibrghip. ' of Dr.* 
Yiner, andw^shoikld :inilkgin« fei^great sucdess 
wiil'V attend' thia,. by fair^tbe best^of the al^ 
bomS'^hitbiertd 'published. •. 
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POSTAL CHIT^GHAT. . . . 

Ma. ANviibyv TteoiiLC^B haafrb{lred.£roni the pi>st- 
Qffic€;.'iu which estahli^hn^eiLt h9 h«4 l^l^u^ed for taor^: 
than thirty-fhree years. - • ^ - 

KxoLAkD hasftCdined tb'eritct iAti' ttfegottations witK 
Prussift tespecl^p a iff9i>ofted lowering c£ colonial pbislBge ^ 
thstb quesUon, w.tW opiiiwu 0/ th« .B^tia^ j;oyeiw?iQnti. 
being a purely interjial one. " '.' . 

A 2i<i\^L OdtLficiMON.^lli this" a^ 6f albAttiff, f^Akps 
the «io;!t UTuqpe' i* , ooq fia big ^s ' a Family BiWe, . po^ 
sess^d, J^ M^ssxa- . 3.a§9, fippta^nivg a coUectiopi of the 
forgeu trad'e-mafks' of meir t>eer,' WhicTi they have as yet 
discovetgd. 'Th^yhfeftferbeon' <JAlle<*ed from all parted 
theworld) fromBirltaiato.Japa^, . 

Swps Postmarks. — A pretty postmark is now in usb 
in Switzerland!. 'It consists of a circle containing a 'wide 
trahsV^rse'btt)^ frodti edge feo edge, upon whierh ^^da^H 
placed, t^u9-r,W>X§3!-^l ; and b^low that in a smaller circle 
If the Bwiss cross j the inscription goes round the 
upper and' lo^er mat^tt, andthfe spadeljctweenls Shaded; 
Tm» mkrk sMoa^o ht eajrelolly 8tBinped>: find -mtf laxxh 
resembles a rubbing froinbira^s.. 

Portuguese Ebturned Letters. — Letters which can- 
not be' deUyered to*^ the? persons- to whonifhej^ are addressed 
rttnainBtthe poalHOffice, wliere'theya^arOBerredforthfiee 
mpnthS) dxed upon a list exposed to the public, They 
are then returned to the office whe'ncje they were sent, or 
else ate cat4logtied*lii a special regisrter, and aft^r a year 
are seat to the oentral x>ffide> and therft publicly burned. 
Foreign letters are ojily keptin the ofiicas one month, and 
then returned to the central office, which, in turn, remits 
the^ back to the couiitry whence peeeived^ and affixes to 
the envelope a label marked Recambio (returned).— Z<f 
Coliecjionntr, 

The West-Ixdian Mails. — On account of numerous 
repr-dseAtations made to thb ' post-office. ou^w^Atiee fioawt 
time since, the port of arrival of mails from the West Indies 
had reoently bedn dbatag^d from Southampton to Plymouth . 
Under tbi> former arrajQ^ment all lo^rs by these mails 
were sent to London, "and the sorting was accomplished 
between Southampton and the General Post-Office. AVhen 
theabove ohaAge took place sbail^officeis wero appointed 
to the ateambpatfi for the purpose of sorting the mails^ 
during the voyage, for delivery at Plymouth. Two 
voyages have already taken place under th6 new AiTange- 
ment, and in both cases the postHoffico officials have been 
completely disabled by j^ellow fever. The-4^ra^o, indeed^ 
arrived the other day. Avith no inails sorted, and as these 
lettei's had to be forwai'ded to? London, on0 if not two 
iwsts were lost-^ Pell^MaU Oazetteiy Oot- 31. 

The New North-German Postal Law. — One of the 
shari)est debates which has taken place dunng the present 
session of the North-Gemian padmment occurred on the 
19th, while the bill relative to the new postal organization 
was passing through the House. HeiTcn Becker & 
Wiggers having.proposed an amendment, laying down the 
principle that the secrecy of private letters is inviolable, 
' and that any exception to this rule should be fixed by a 
speciii^ 1»* ; <^« government conimissionlHr declared Inm- 
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■df Bfaimt the miMoa, en 'On gmani that it was 
iinpnwtieahl«. Mul added ttut its Mteptance by the ni>u)« 
TOiihl causa thn jjOfernment to withdniw the whnlo bill. 
TbijdixilnnitldYl elieiled str[ing:eX[)r<WBiOU9orilIa«a;Ue&Cti(ni 
from the Houw. and Herr Ijiker indignmllj (aoUimcd, 
aniid much apulausi:, tbal if .the govfmniant continui^d to 
threaten the itonse in ihii way i belief might uriia th^ 
the House wie oot frce.to act sa it ptcasott, and.fhst Its 
most imporlBnt msidutuina nwre pHMtid undH- ^venuDout 
pressure. To this Hut Schmps added, that thu ammd- 
nient was by.no mnms sa uaelssa as the govemment 
eommiwioaer feprewatcd it -to he, flir the praotiee of 
W noloriouslj- pcEralant.inrruiMs, «ad 



er some moTGdiscuasion, Iheamcni. - .. 
was pat totheTote' sirf p«8»ed by a mnjority of Igoto 9 J. 
■fte raiooiin- WnBtodalmo* entirely at ec«Bcmati]r«— 



OOBRESPONDENCB. - 

6PPES'S-ALBpil.^BRtTlSir,GDIiNA,'. ftc, ■'; 

Tt the EdOtr of '[PiH Siulf -Gou.Ban»'B mo&aiNSi' 

Jkui,ai luar 
IxaiLmu^ 

ttaiops in •ome liutHneaa: I .(Unk it iv3l beifowid 
ne^Mtcd in san» of tba- nnMrVKiw Wnpa imly, 
for thi« raMon c iQie.DriEiast (ditor ^q>ean to kn»natM 
the font! solel}' when etfaiiK,- taaai, dcUigaiiail^ &e., 
ImTing ittB be ufefTufi thattheajminieD'Ww ractuiglhtr 
vhen qui otkenriK sJiEviSedi ' I intec&liedi with. to die> 
IGriptitHU mtniiy: when emmetMB; bat in. all ray awn 
aMitiotia Unjfonnty vkalkaed the ahapt af the abatp, 
iwhinb adinmiU fOr-ila .ooBiIansl. aWnc*. The 8 oentB 
Inst'lnued «( Bti^kjSuiana, to whiohjron aUudud, u 
certldnly nttlUwv neithcc a h tte-biie of any toee we 
llBVe «ver<Beto, bema of praeisely the mne ooieiirw the 
originBl anperibiaUd 8 s, aa indswdtMUe oampoundi of 
— 'fcSiae,kBdiied»*rowB. j ■■. ■ . i ,■ 

n taitii&illy, 

iEDEBOR OF.OPPEH'3 ALBUM. 

.-■; TBK PiaCBOF-lttriatKADY. EBVELOPEB. 
-Tfthe'Eiltarbf "Su^ 9rua'-C<*U,flcniB'B.MiiaAiiKK.' 

- ■BBi»'SiH,4-I«or-i» jom- impiesBioo for OcWht that 



roS^tiiBc, 
'I km, Si 



mi»e1iipWirill>eiit aAmtisenuntH, i.'i^ tha nd iovani- 
ffientissje, wsrettririatSd-pBrAoMttabDvetheniuuTalu*, 
«ntfdibpriMi9ctated ODinaBylluiveMen. IbmcKitit 
sdvertiwnMntsiirlnted intide, wercnot inueit so br goveni- 
inent, ■nd urave, mAMwrtrf Mm aqiprewed,. lortto niMoti 
tUllbe[Unoii^rbafini(adktatkitnoiielty:inaaTettiBini>, 
«old lfkefli('«a:intlweaBeof tliaea'nKatiaBed) at thncB- 
pesoe per dbeea under fiMt«ifie» pTifl(i,oi^ in fact, -nndcr 
the Actual e«M totbeHaelres, "ibe disoTepanoy beinf, no 
dnabt, amply naiia i>p ' by an eiorbitmt Aax^ fimi 
advertisemeata. Onep^non, who bought a^reat^an- 
tity of MnhieBdyB OS a mednm ioc wmrliBemsntiw aidd 
the pmnies ae 9d. per dozea, a teij good ipaeDlalim 
aoe would &ink, for they irei« booad in aeU when so 
much under BoSI-oace priiw ; «a thesauthoritiBBaeWiedtD 
think, (br tfieir uu. ae kdrotiMmente must have beni 
m^ted,. aattaey aHfarfenn tcraaliHl. - 
Youritariy,. 
nirmiiighamt- - ; 'SUW.AS>.1,. PfiUBEBTOS. : 



THE LA»eB-FieDBED ^Ji»GS3mHE. 

Ib(faaiB((>o/''TB:BSTAifP-CottBC*ok'q llAa\ii»E.- 
Dkah Sjb, — In your November number jou aaV what 
I ' say to tht fact, that all the poatniarked copies of thp 
fi conU large fiaure known bear the eailieaC oblilenUiiig 
mark, and thatihe small fi^uTL-a, 6, 10, and IS, rarely bear 
.thia| but ofien carry a different mark.' . 

If all the usL'dcopiea of this alaiup bear the same canccl- 
Tuai-k, . that mark niuat be Iho oval one with CoBiiBO 
KACipN*j.ahove, Bttiac^in thoeeplje, and, frequently, 

d do not think— that this was the 
; lior do I see that you have any 
% a, date to lie jOBtmark more than 
i.it.. I ^appose, however, that this 
; to ,S3 the earliest, for every usoii 
ve .seen- was cancelled with it. I 
191. in aajmg that it rarely orcnrs 
Istampa: I nave sotna great many 
talk, and some with mhit primitive- 

.,,.,, if (omM letter-^' the. I'D e. (large 
figure) we know waa .not used, and the 6.c. (lai^ figure) 
wo knijn' wua. — 1 could h»nlLy say this, arid doubt the 
eenuiBoneBs.of thefi*. lanselSture. . 

To prove raj deiluotiona from the ArgentinB govern- 
ment accounts mcorrect^I th'"'' new official intelligence 
woaM'-he reqnivtA': Pn:hapa Seaor Arenalca' iHend, of 
the fine memory, could oblige with some frosh, anthentio, 
official alaliatiTs, r'whic^ ahaU jM^fia^, befuid all 
dfubt, all ^ote that went before.' 

'' ■ ■' , '-ToiiratiTily, ■ 



IkTBA Hitnflon 



MB. STOUETOIT AKD MR dVERT TASUMt. 

Tl'**JMlVorV'THE8Ti!iP-COLLECTOK'a MinAZlSB.' 

Sia,— Tiiough by no mean* deairous of bavinK the lust 
Wiord with Mr. Stourt^n, i cannat allqw his cb^r^e of 
waiit of sWaightforwarfneBs on, my part to pass unnoticed, 
and thNcbra beg to encroach on your space with a literal 
IBprod\ntu«i of thereflarlw which fac accuse? me of hav- 
ing garhlei and, .folic wiiig that, with my rendering of 

frooi Mr. StoMoli'iJetter'iii JulyMHnW: 

^roin Biy own lettri- lii Beptember i 






on'ij •)«. tan Cte tiMgn 1> 

. . . . iwadli ■polh I7 t^lnaBnlm 

'tI^^Ii Itrnfy o^ ram an MO^iSl Uu ■pko/ 



a what amount 
- -^ . , . . „ . I dLspLijed in 

gendering Mr. Stourton's ideas. To his further justifica- 
tion of I^llier, t have notbing further tn aay than that 
I neT«r denied it to ha the best existing album, and that, 
audi bting the oaae, it is n^t;su))itiuDg it, hsa met wiili 
alMgeiHVe in both countrioa- 
Again apologising for troubling, you o|i diis matter. 






rir,you« truly. ' 
OVEKT TATMB- 



Dec. 1, 1807.] THE fiDAMP^JOCiatGTOE'B iMAGfAZINE. 



191 



To the ^Sdiiat oi *Tae SxAMlvCoLL'Bcro&'s Hagazinb.' 

\>%hSk Sib,— I mu8t request pemuwon to make a few 

n^ijparks on Mr. Stourton's letter in your last numT)er. 




protest ' against the publication of a new stamp aKmm, 
when he is unable to pr6v6 any existing one adequate to 
.meet the j-equir^m^ts of coUectors, at the 8ani6 lime 
asserting that those already issued 'are numerous enough 
in all don&cifencfe.'' Mr. Taylor's right to make use of such 
an expression as * higriedy-piggledy ' with regard to Mr. 
Stourton'fl manner of cdjlectin^ (though the terra, rery 
probahly, is rightly a^iiUed), is of bourse (as the lattet 
states) questionable ; but there is no reason for Mr. 
Stourton to be offended at his mode of eolleiction heing 
attacked, which cannot with ju^ce be supported. If Mr. 
Taylor's onslaught (to use Mr. Stourton's gentle term) on 
LalUer's album ife desen^ed (for his objections to it are in- 
disputable), I do not see why a whole naragraph should 
not be devoted to it. The large sale of tne Work in qucs- , 
tion does not,in.any way disprove its &ults; m&ny works 
very faulty hare ontained au extensive circulation. The 
French, Without doubt, have itudied stamps more thah , 
the English, and 1 do not consider myself unpatriotic when ' 
I say so. It is ridiculous for Mr. Stourton to assert falla«> - 
cies for the sake of seeming to be patriotic. 

lam, Sir, ^^ 

Abingdon, A POSTAGE-STAMP COLLECTOR. 

THE MOtmriNG QF EinrEI,0PE9, ^c. 

To the Bditor o/JThb STAMP-CoLtfiCTOR*ft Maoazhje.' 

I>EA^ SiE,--Srour last number contains one or two 
statements,, on which, ¥rith,your perroission, I should iike 
to be allowed to make a few reioaarks. And I would begin 
ray letter by telling * an amateur * that whilst he is ri^t 
as to the existence of Belgian stamps pC the first series on 
(hf'n paper, yet he is, I think, wrong as regards the era- 
ployment of the latter : they are reprints, authorised, I am 
wellawaxef by:^^ ^ffici^l authontieB, but none m less 
repiints. This will account both for their absence, from 
the German catalogue, and for the presence of the water- 
mark in the paper employed. 

*i)oubtful.' Tys correspondent writes you with the 
quostioh how are envelopes to be moimted r Hie plan I 
adopt is to get some sheets of paper gtnmned <m one ^e^ 
which I have cut itito narrow sKps. I then take the 
* entire envelope' I wish to mount aiid put it to tfee 
right-hand side of the page ; over this I put th« slip of 
paper, having first wetted it' at both ends, thereby 
fastening it (the slip) to the page, and inserting the 
envelope b^ween the slip and the page. If their happen 
to be two or more envelopes in the series, I place them in 
order of Value, each one just to the left of the stamp on 
the envelope ^recedin^j so that although the greater part 
rf m^ first envelope is hidden, yet the whole of the last 
one 18 visible. Should I have occasion, however, to refer 
to any of the half-hidden ones, I have only to dip it out 
of its'Strip of paper. Whilst ©n the subject of this corre- 
BDondent s letter, let me advise him to carry out his 
ali-endy half-formed intention of discarding Lallier and 
trjing the blank book system. No real eolleetion caa be 
made which has to adapt itself to the square places of a 
published album. 

With regard to the vexed question of the stamps of the 
Argentine Confederation, I will, with your permission, 
defer any remarks thereupoh until after the perusal c^ 
yoiur promised' answer to Mr. Pemberton. 

Yours truly, 

lonetort. S»y/ta. 



[Our-torreapon^i milrel|'miatidk«> AomHwik's ■te«en|««jt3,whiell jnw 
literally eorreet. 

Tb««rat&<')friKM«AMijM,-L«o|»oIdl1iiM]«tare'ft«nM, aM tmJj f^tid «a 
Hhe watmrmarked ipaper; l>t|t« ml of proqft tm.fajntr ettrUmni,wr\tiyanlt 
Traiermark, was azierwardB officially struck. ThcM l»tt«r n«ver bad cl|v 
CdlKtlon ittthepnut. . . 

Tbn ramwks of Amatenr apply W the nwilMu** head of Letypld In .an 
ovai frapae. These never ytere reprinted; they were printed flrtt on 
papier oarfonnt. wmtennarked i. l, Ittterlaef^, In Bneecs of 200 eaeh ; afler- 
varfls on a Ihfnnor pafMsr. with tha ■ame waternmrki la sheet* of 300 
.aach. Th«n thpy were issued oil plain nnwat^rmarked paper, not per- 
foi-atM. The OfYman Catalofma (Levranlt. p. 38) mentions this Issue «a 
eii «ratannark<4 Mid on plalti paper, bafc no «atalflan6 jnentioDa tha 
varittias of th$ ttutmnarke^ pajper used, for the tao printings of the second 
issue. Ir AniHteur's notes be earefhlTy read, this is otaetly whst he state*. 
We have now f>Attii« na an mlbttna in wbfehtKste i« an Mitt*« set wiatdr- 
;Bfarki>d.s<«oiid laaue, head in oval, on thiek paper ; and another on thio 
paper, also watermarked ; all ate. stamps are used copies. A similar 
dottbto Set Was in Mr. Penib^^t«n*» eollaetfon^^-EDt] 



COLLECTINCI ON THE CHROKOLOGIOAL SYSTEM. 

To the^ttor of <Th« Stamf-Cou^ectok's MAOAZiys^' 

SiK,^Wtth reference to the ^ Peraiaafint Album Ques- 
tion,' I should wish to advance a hiW ideiia'«€ my own on 
the subject. 

I think *ChiBth'*'ftlid *'J. H<:Oreei^eet' mean well 
enough vi\ their way, but if they could be led to.re-consider 
the matter they would doubtieaift allow that their pro- 
positions, if -carried intO' effeet in the manner inferred, 
would prove very diaaitrouB to the philatelic eommnnity 
at large ; and tluit, moreoveiv the aforesaid propontms, 
when they are carefully looked, into, will befousd t» be 
impossihbe of aduevementi ■ . . i 

■ : In support of my vie^ with sespeet to the iinxx>s8ibiUty 
of this airangementy I must take the unknowil dates of 
the Geylcii issues, as onei out of. many hundred instanocs 
which can be hroagkt forward. 

The first ksne of adhesives forthait island ia universally 
aUowed, from Mount Brown (by the way, a very €uea- 
tienabiie authority to oocamenoe with) downwards^ to nave 
taken place in 18io7* Ilie oiigjaal anthoritvfor this date, 
howeter, is not to my knowlei^ cotte»e;t-able^ The fact of 
the oitagonal series and the .^d^ having app^ured contemn 
poraneously with this iflsue seems very improbable. At any 
lAtey the two ooknira of the 9d.- (tl «., oamuBe and br^wnO 
eannot reasonaMy besuppoaedto belong to one and the 
same period ; the same may be said <>£ the 6d. carminer 
brown, chocolate-brown, and'oarmine on blue^ ^nd.the 
varaous shades ef -the 8d.^ ftc. There is eVldenUv in tiiis 
case alone great request -for authentic dates of issue — 
doubtlees manv 'Wm be pr^iared to' order Utfott the 
appearance of tms •(should von .find >s^ace for it)^ but will 
tht^ bear invedtigstion ? Ab an inetance of .the faUiMious 
character of many mecepUd date% X eite and enolosel a 
Bpedmen of' the seeond TflsmoBiaii seaea at the end oif 
tfeislettfer* . 

It is a pitn^ that our first i^ul&telio auti^orities have 
wasted their tmie in determining the existenee of vaiieties 
of watermark, -ftcv (daties for the several issues of which 
will never be known),, and at the, same tune totally 
neglecting what is, in asy judgment, the most important 
of philatelic questionB : mr 1 tbiAk that fUthough toe t\a»- 
sifioation of an album by datea is neither nrofitable nor 
practicable, still t^e recog^nised n^anual for ute eolleetor's 
reference ought to contain accurate iafonnatiou as to the 
chite of issue (in fact, the birth !) of any and eve«y stamp. 

GrantBig, hcnrever, that It is pcoved possible of (tppU- 
«ation^ we wiU'take as one intance of the disaatrous. eneots 
auoh applicatwa would haye-~-tho BraBilisn aeries. The 
three large figures of the first set would oerfeainly appear 
together^ in 1848^ but* the itaBos would be dutriouted 
through three yema, IS^i'^^the first of this set in value 
(f. «., the 10 reis) being the last to make its appearance. 
Thus the essential beauty • of a...e()llection, that of 
luring' illfh^ stkui^s afxmc t^ togetheiv^iaeomplelely 
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overthrown ; without raentioning the great inconvenience 
amateurs would be put to through not being able to per- 
ceive at a glance the extent of anv particular series, or 
the peculiar characteristics of tne individual stamp 
composing it 

I propose that ihe new album be completed to the end 
of 1867, when concise information concerning alt the 
issues of this year has been acquii-ed. The arrangement 
to 1)0 in accordance with an alphabetical system of 
classification, similar to tliat adopted by Moimt lirown in 
his catalogue, the English version of the name of a 
country being adopted in preCerence to any other. A 
geographical classification must at the best be extremely 
imperfect and constrained, not -to say anything of the 
delay occasioned by it wnon reference to a particular 
country is required to be speedily made, whereas the 
above system would, I am sure, be an invaluable assis- 
tance in all such OAses. 

■ J. H. (x. ought to be commended, however, by phila- 
telists in genej^l for the able manner in which he has 
disposed of the varieties and locals jfor such as do not 
allow them, and for having, at the same time, intimated 
how such as esteem them may preserve them in their 
albums. His proposition as to the deposit of new issues 
in a temporary receptacle I also entirely coincide with. 

The second series of Tasmania is stated to have been 
issued in 1860. In evidence of the incorrectness of this 
statement I enclose one of about 200 specimens whicH 
came into my possession in 1865, consisting of some of 
the second series ; the obliterations of all were in writing 
ink; sometimes with name of town and date; and in 
others with vertical lines. The enclosed, as you will 
observe, bears the date 1859 ; but I believe I had some 
dated as early as 1857. 

' Apologising for trespassing on your yaluable time at 
such length. 

I remain, yours truly, 
London, *' SIGMA. 



THE ALBUM QUESTION. 

Anti-Lallier has hitherto collected in a LaUier 
album, but now is obliged to change, as he has many 
stamps for which there are no spaces. He hasl'esolved on 
collecting in an Oppen, which he thinks the best in size, 
arrangement, and everything else. To make it all that 
could be desired, A.-L. recommends that besides the loose 
blank leaves now published, loose sheets, with the name, 
of country, and description, should be issued for such 
states as may from time to time emit stamps. 

A TiMBKOPHiLWT recommends that the permanent 
album ^ould be composed of leaved^ of the same size and 
quality as suggested by *J. B. B., Norwich,' in the 
November number, only that the leaves should be loose 
instead of being bound up, and attached to strips of card- 
board, which strips could be fitted into a spring-back 
cover. The leaves might be faintly ruled, or the olack lines 
used for guidance iii writing might be employed in settiug 
the stamps. The leaves might also be set oft' with a 
border ana the annorial bearings of the different countries. 
Envelopes and other embossed stamps might be placed on 
sheets, with a strip of cardboard on the top and bottoui edge. 

B. F. WiLME has altered his mind, and now thinks that 
a collection in one book, however large, would in course 
of years become inconvenient and clumsy ; he is now 
therefore * entirely in favour of a collection mounted in 
consecutive volumes ; ' — authorised adhesives, envelopes, 
and local stamps being kept separate. He recommends 
the proprietors of Oppen and Lallier to issue separate 
copies of their works for each of the three classes of stamps 
named, those for envelopes having sunken receptacles. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

S. N. G. — ^We thank you for the information given in 
your letter, which we have made use of in another part 
of the number. 

0. P. Q. — Covers are being prepared for the 1867 vol- 
ume of the S(4nnp' Collect or* 8 Magazine, and may be pro- 
cured from the publishers. 

J. H. Greenstbeet, London, finds * gum tragacanth * 
answer admirably for mounting stamps. We believe this 
gum \B not generally used. 

Collector. — We understand another edition of Dr. 
Gray's catalogue is in course of preparation, but will, pro- 
bably not- be ready for some montns. 

J. H. B. — ^Your blue stamp with head of Victor 
Emanuel is a rare Italian essay, made by a Paris engraver, 
and submitted to the government in 1865. Forty such 
stamps were comprised' in the sheet, which contained 
other designs abo. The sheets are printed in rose, blue, 
and green. 

IxQuiRER. — ^We are not in a position to state positively 
whether stamps will be issued for the Dominion of 
Canada or not, naving received contradictory advices. It 
seems most probable that the united provinces will emit a 
new series as soon as the postal department is in order, 
until then the stamps of each province remain current. — 
The collection of railway stamps is a matter for individual 
decision, they are not authorised by the state, but are 
issued by the Railway Companies, and the. newspapers 
which they frank are considered to be parcels, and have to 
be delivered to * consignees.* — The Brit^ 3d. and 6d. 
stamps, with rose watermark, are decidedly admissible as a 
new emission.— There is both a light and a dark-peeu 6d. 
Queensland, the latter was the first issued and is getting 
rare ; among some thousands of Queensland stamps which 
we examined a short time since we did not finj half-a- 
dozen specimens. — ^Your East Indian stamps probably 
came on letters from Singapore before that town was in- 
corporated with the new Sti*ait8 settlement. 

E. F. S. sends us for inspection a new curiosity, viz. : 
a 80%'disant ten-cent stamp of the Confederate States. 
The stamp is a copy of the well-known blue five cents, 
head of Jefferson Davis in circle, produced by Messrs. 
De La Rue & Co., altered by placing in the centre a head 
of Stonew^l Jackson (?), whom the artist has depicted 
with a large beard and moustache, and a lowering coun- 
tenance of the heavy German type. The value is in 
words beneath, ten cents. This affair is lithographed on 
thin plain paper : imperforate and unwatermarked, and 
is said to nave been * prepared ' by Ililessrs. Hoffhian & 
Ludwig, of Richmond, C. S. A. We can give no further 
information about it, but if any of our correspondents can 
add any particulars we shall lie glad to insert their com- 
munications. 

Iota Subscript, Worthing, suggests. the rather unne- 
cessary emissson of an extra Christmas number of The 
Slamp' Collector's 'Magazine, containiug all the lettera re- 
ceived by us on the album question. He would like also 
to have M. Lallier' s opinion on this Question, and is of 
opinion that a philatelic society would do much good, 
and considers that it should take upon itself the duty 
of thoroughly scourging the country of forged stamps. 
We fear, however, that this work, however desirable tne 
result, would be rather beyond the power of a societj*. — 
I. S. refers to the letter of a Mr. Dajnnond to the iSailt/ 
Telegraph, declaiming against the practice of sending 
stamps to boys on approval. This practice may, liko 
everything else, be abused, but in itself is not bad, and 
affords young collectors facilities they would not otherwise 
possess for obtaining new or rare varieties 



